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Mr  Norman  Fowler  MP  demonstrated  his 
understanding  of  many  of  pharmacy's 
problems  when  he  spoke  at  the  Royal 
Society  of  Health  congress  last  week 
(see  p  651) 
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Now  NationwideTelevision 
for  the  toothbrush 
dentists  use  most 

'The  toothbrush  dentists  use  most'  -  only  Wisdom  can  make  this  claim. 
And  now,  Wisdom  give  it  the  sales-making  impact  of  nationwide  TV. 
To  help  you  make  the  most  of  this  heavyweight  campaign,  Wisdom  offer 
a  wide  range  of  display  stands  and  our  reps  will  help  you  fill  them.  Stock, 
display  and  profit  from  Wisdom.  □  

the  toothbrush  dentists  use  most 
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VTO  study  backed 
by  members  at 
two  NPU  meetings 

Meetings  to  discuss  the  projected  National  Pharmaceutical 
Union   voluntary   trading   organisation   are   attracting  the 
biggest  audiences  of  Union  members  since  1948 — and  they 
are  supporting  continued  study  of  the  VTO. 
Last  week's  meeting  at  Man- 


■  ■ 


Chester  had  an  attendance  of 
over  150,  and  that  on  Sunday 
at  Harrogate  over  100.  Only 
one  hand  was  raised  against  the 
proposal  that  there  should  be 
"a  continuing  probe  into  the 
possibility  of  organising  a 
comprehensive  and  central  mar- 
keting function  for  NPU  mem- 
bers with  the  objective  of 
further  regaining  sales  and 
market  shares  lost  in  recent 
years". 

The  biggest  meeting  of  all  is 
expected  to  be  in  London  on 
May  25 — the  number  of  appli- 
cations has  already  forced  a 
change  of  venue  from  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  House 
to  the  School  of  Pharmacy, 
Brunswick  Square.  The  meet- 
ing is  timed  for  7.45  pm. 

Other  remaining  meetings  in 
the  series  are  at  Exeter  (May  7, 
Rougemont  Hotel,  Queen  Street, 
at  3  pm),  Newcastle  (May  10, 
Royal  Station  Hotel,  Neville 
Street,  at  7.30  pm),  and  Scot- 
land (May  11,  Golden  Circle 
Hotel,  Bathgate,  West  Lothian, 
at  7.45  pm). 

Speakers  are  Mr  D.  N. 
Sharpe,  a  director  of  NPUM 
Ltd,  and  Mr  A.  Trotman. 
NPUM's  chief  executive. 

DITB  update 
education 
courses  book 

The  second  edition  of  "Cour- 
ses in  Distribution",  the  Distri- 
butive Industry  Training 
Board's  ready-reference  guide 
to  the  hundreds  of  trade  educa- 
tion courses  for  workers  in 
the  distributive  industry,  is  now 
available. 

This  new  edition  is  much 
expanded  and,  of  course,  up- 
dated. It  includes  information 
on  both  certificated  and  non- 
certificated  courses  and  a  direc- 
tory of  all  the  colleges  offering 
them.  It  also  gives  concise 
details  of  most  of  the  indus- 
try's trade  associations. 

"Courses  in  Distribution"  is 
triced  at  £0-40  and  is  obtainable 
xom  the  Information  Services 
Division,  MacLaren  House, 
Talbot  Road,  Stretford,  Man- 
tester  M32  0FP. 


US  DAW  seek 
£20  basic  wage 

Leaders  of  the  Union  of  Shop, 
Distributive,  and  Allied  Work- 
ers were  instructed  at  the 
union's  annual  meeting  at  East- 
bourne this  week  to  launch  a 
"vigorous  campaign  using  the 
full  strength  of  the  membership, 
including  the  use  of  industrial 
action"  against  employers  to 
ensure  a  £20  a  week  basic 
wage. 

Members  of  the  executive 
were  also  told  to  go  ahead 
with  applications  for  a  £25 
basic  wage  as  the  next  step. 

Stating  instances  of  people 
taking  home  under  £20  one  of 
the  delegates  spoke  of  a  fully 
qualified  dispenser,  married 
with  two  children,  taking  home 
£18-51. 

Beecham  predict 
Amoxil  boost 

Beecham  pharmaceutical  divi- 
sion expect  their  new  antibio- 
tic, Amoxil,  "because  of  its 
merits  and  low  cost,"  to 
achieve  considerable  sales  in 
the  world  anti-bacterial  agent 
market. 

That  market,  with  a  value 
of  more  than  £l,000m  a  year 
and  expanding  annually  by  9-10 
per  cent,  forms  the  largest  in- 
dividual sector  of  the  total 
pharmaceutical  market.  Broad 
spectrum  products  have  sales 
in  excess  of  £700m  and  am- 
picillin    in    excess    of  £100m. 

Amoxil  is  being  made  at 
Beecham's  Worthing,  Sussex, 
factory.  The  company  says  it 
will  mean  a  significant  increase 
in  antibiotic  production.  Ameri- 
can and  European  companies 
have  approached  Beecham  for 
licences  to  market  the  product 
overseas. 

Amoxycillin  is  expected  to 
prove  particularly  effective  in 
chronic  bronchitis.  It  is  found 
to  partition  between  oil  and 
water  phases  somewhat  differ- 
ently to  ampicillin  which 
increases  its  absorption  rate, 
and  that  rate  is  ''hardly  affec- 
ted" by  the  presence  of  food 
in  the  intestine. 


Destruction  of  Harold  Mitchell  &  Co  Ltd,  wholesale  chemists, 
Belfast,  "by  bomb  and  fire"  last  week  (C&.D,  April  29,  p  589). 
Mr  Mitchell  told  C&D  that  at  present  limited  quantities  of  all 
goods  other  than  drugs  and  ethicals  are  available  from  Harold 
Mitchell  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  143  Northumberland  Street, 
BT13  2JF.  Belfast:  42253.  The  bomb  was  delivered  in  a  parcel 
which  was  signed  for.  Suspicion  was  aroused  because  of  its 
incorrect  labelling! 


New  approach 
to  ulcer 
treatment 

Experiments  with  a  new  drug 
may  give  rise  to  a  different 
therapeutic  approach  to  ulcers 
and  are  leading  to  further  in- 
sights into  the  mechanisms  of 
acid  production  within  the 
stomach. 

The  work  is  being  done  by 
Dr  J.  W.  Black  and  colleagues 
at  the  Smith  Kilne  and  French 
Research  Institute  at  Welwyn 
Garden  City.  Some  of  their 
research  with  burimamide,  N- 
methyl  -  N1  -  (4  -  (4(5)  -  ima- 
dazoyl)butyl)  thiourea,  was 
recently   described   in  Nature. 

Dr  Black  believes  he  has 
identified  a  different  kind  of 
histamine  receptor  (described 
as  an  H,  receptor)  which  is 
associated  with  the  stimulation 
of  acid  gastric  secretion  and  is 
also  found  in  sites  in  the  heart 
and  uterus. 

Interaction 

Antihistamines  at  present  in 
use  do  not  affect  the  action 
of  histamine  at  those  sites  but 
the  new  drug  does.  Conversely 
burimamide  is  found  to  have 
no  significant  interaction  with 
other  histamine  (H,)  receptors 
found  in  the  bronchi  of  the 
lungs  and  in  other  sites. 

An  intravenous  dose  of  the 
substance  produced  a  marked 
reduction  in  acid  output  in 
the  stomachs  of  dogs  fed  a 
large  meal  of  tinned  meat.  In 
man,  too,  acid  production  has 


been  shown  to  be  reduced  by 
the  drug. 

Histamine  responses,  such  as 
hypotension  which  can  only 
be  partially  antagonised  by 
conventional  drugs  such  as 
mepyramine  alone  can  be  com- 
pletely blocked  by  using  mepy- 
ramine and  burimamide. 

Dr  Black  feels  that  his  work 
confirms  the  hypothesis  that 
histamine  is  necessarily  in- 
volved in  the  actions  of  gastrin. 

Methadone  is 
restricted 

The  sale  of  methadone  by  US 
pharmacies  is  barred  in  federal 
regulations  announced  recently 
by  the  Food  and  Drug  Admini- 
stration. 

In  the  future,  methadone 
can  only  be  distributed  by 
hospital  pharmacies  and  gov- 
ernment-approved methadone 
clinics.  As  part  of  the  new 
regulations,  the  Government 
will  launch  an  inspection  of 
those  clinics  to  evaluate  their 
methadone  distribution  and 
security  procedures. 

Congressman  James  F. 
Hastings  hailed  the  decision. 
A  major  problem  has  been 
prescription  distribution  of 
methadone  through  drug 
stores,  he  said. 

"These  new  regulations  are 
in  line  with  recommendations 
and  will  go  a  long  way  toward 
correcting  present  abuses  in 
the  nation's  methadone  main- 
tenance programme,"  Mr 
Hastings  commented. 
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President  is 
'named'  for 
Parliament 


Mr  W.  M.  Darling,  president  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
has  been  nominated  by  the  Socialist  Medical  Association  to 
the  Parliamentary  List  B  of  candidates  for  selection  by  the 
Labour  Party. 

The  SMA  has  many  doctor 
Labour  members  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  states  that  it  is 
anxious  that  every  health- 
worker  section  is  also  repre- 
sented to  provide  knowledge- 
able and  expert  comments  on 
health  matters.  They  have  al- 
ready nominated  Mr  Stanley 
Blum,  MPS,  to  this  list. 

"We  are  hopeful  with  the 
prompting  of  members  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  that 
both  these  pharmacy  standard 
bearers  will  be  selected  by 
constituencies  for  the  next 
general  election,"  says  the 
Association's  general  secretary. 

"Parliamentary  representation 
by  pharmacists  is  long  over- 
due. We  invite  other  pharma- 
cists who  are  members  of  the 
Labour  Party  and  are  also 
trade  unionists  and  wish  to  be 
sponsored  by  the  Socialist 
Medical  Association  to  contact 
the  Association." 

The  address  is  14  Bristol 
Street.  Birmingham,  B5  7AA. 

Bulletin  attacks 
throat  products 

Antibiotics  and  antiseptics  in 
lozenges  and  mouthwashes  are 
not  worth  using  in  otherwise 
healthy  individuals  with  transi- 
ent sore  throats  concludes  the 


latest  Drug  and  Therapeutics 
Bulletin. 

It  states  that  infections  are 
usually  viral  or  streptococcal 
and  are  likely  to  resolve  spon- 
taneously. The  two  types  of 
infection  may  only  be  distin- 
guished from  each  other  by 
bacteriological  examination. 

Antibiotics 

If  a  bacterial  throat  or  mouth 
infection  requires  an  antibiotic 
it  should  be  given  systematic- 
ally. Local  anaesthetics,  con- 
tinues the  Bulletin,  often 
alleviate  soreness  of  the  throat, 
and  are  worth  using  when  it 
is  troublesome. 

Aromatic  substances  and 
demulcents  increase  the  flow 
of  saliva  and  their  vapour  may 
produce  a  sensation  which  par- 
tially masks  minor  pharyngeal 
and  nasal  discomfort.  Con- 
stant sucking  of  a  lozenge  may 
help  to  reduce  coughing,  pos- 
sibly by  distracting  the  atten- 
tion, and  possibly  by  swallow- 
ing which  may  temporarily  in- 
hibit coughing. 

A  mouthwash  may  be 
mechanically  useful  if  it  is 
"squelched"  through  the  teeth, 
but  during  gargling  the  liquid 
is  unlikely  to  go  beyond  the 
back  of  the  mouth  unless 
swallowed. 


Lord  Snowdon  and  other  members  of  the  Council  of  Industrie 
Design  visited  the  new  facilities  of  Parke,  Davis  and  Co, 
Pontypool  on  April  20.  The  ointment  and  cream  packagin 
section  has  a  capacity  of  around  160  tubes  per  minute.  Produci 
such  as  Euthymol  toothpaste,  Parke,  Davis  shaving  cream: 
Soladryl  suntan  cream  and  creams  containing  antibiotics  c 
antihistamines  are  packaged  in  this  section.  Lord  Snowdon 
being  shown  one  of  the  units  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Roberts,  manage 
pharmaceutical  production  with  one  of  the  operators,  Marily 
Collier 


More  aerosols 
produced  in  1971 

Nine-and-a-half  million  aerosol 
units  were  filled  with  medicinal 
and  pharmaceutical  products 
in  1971,  according  to  the 
annual  report  of  the  British 
Aerosol  Manufacturers'  Asso- 
ciation. This  was  out  of  a 
total  of  349  million  units — 
an  increase  of  15  per  cent  over 
1970. 

Hairsprays  and  dressings 
accounted  for  116m  units — 
more  than  double  any  other 
class     of    aerosol  product — 


Cuddles,  Dudley  Zoo's  killer  whale,  being  put  through  its  acrobatic  paces  before  an  audience 
of  customers,  their  families  and  guests  of  the  Kingswinford  branch  of  Vestric  Ltd,  when  the 
branch  held  its  two-day  spring  trade  show  at  the  zoo  recently.  The  whale  proved  a  popular 
attraction  during  the  show,  which  was  attended  by  1,250.  Over  40  leading  manufacturers  put 
on  exhibitions  of  their  products  and  made  many  attractive  offers  available  to  those  attending. 
"We  feel  that  the  show  was  a  great  success,"  said  branch  manager  Mr  Peter  Cox. 


Colognes  and  perfumes  11 
and  personal  deodorants  an 
antiperspirants  48.5m. 

During  the  year  the  Ass< 
elation  has  agreed  with  Go 
ernment  Departments  a  mr 
ber  of  recommendations  on  t' 
safety  of  aerosols.  These  ii 
elude  flammability  labellin 
an  improved  standard  f 
aerosol  oven  cleaners  and  n. 
requirements  for  aerosol  ca 
pet  cleaners.  A  revised  Cod 
of  Practice  for  aerosols  will  b 
available  later  this  year. 

BAMA  has  also  co-opera 
with  the  Royal  Society  of  Pr 
vention  of  Accidents  in  pr 
ducing  a  home  safety  shei 
on  aerosols  which  will  be  di: 
tributed  by  them. 

The    BAMA'S  memberslr 
rose  by  four  overall  in  19 
to  80  companies. 

Levy  Order 
for  CITB 

The  Secretary  for  Emplo. 
ment  has  approved  a  Chemic 
and  Allied  Products  Industr 
Training  Board  levy  on  er 
ployers  equal  to  1  per  cent 
payroll  in  the  year  ended  Apr 
5,  1972. 

Payroll  is  to  be  reduced  b 
£50,000  before  assessmen 
This  compares  with  a  levy  ra' 
of  1.5  per  cent  on  payro' 
reduced  by  £25,000  in  th 
previous  levy. 

An  Order  (SI  1972,  No.  64f 
HM  Stationery  Office,  pric 
£0  08),  to  this  effect  comes  inti 
operation  on  August  1. 
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Fly  breeding 
and  killing 
en  masse 


The  knock-down  rates  of  potential  new  insecticides  in  fly- 
killer  aerosols  are  measured  and  the  kill  counted  in 
newly-housed  entomological  laboratories  of  Cooper, 
McDougall  &  Robertson,  at  Berkhamsted. 
About  100,000  flies  a  week  by  a  statement  justifying  exemp- 
are  bred  in  Cooper's  labora- 
tories for  the  testing  of  insec- 
ticides. Also  bred  are  varying 
quantities  of  20  or  so  other 
species  including  mosquitoes, 
German,  Oriental  and  Ameri- 
can cockroaches,  the  saw- 
toothed  grain  beetle  and  the 
rust-red  flour  beetle  among 
others. 

The  scientists  who  work  in 
this  "insect  palace"  believe  it 
to  be  the  largest  laboratory  of 
its  kind  in  Western  Europe. 
Insects  are  handled  in  the 
building  by  means  of  suction 
pipes;  before  being  manipula- 
ted they  may  be  first  knocked 
out  by  a  whiff  of  carbon 
dioxide. 

In  aerosol  tests  a  known 
quantity  of  flies  is  released  in 
a  special  room-sized  chamber 
and  subjected  to  a  measured 
burst  from  an  aerosol.  The 
number  of  insects  knocked 
down  at  two-minute  intervals 
over  a  given  period  of  time 
is  counted.  The  insects  are 
then  given  24  hours  to  recover 
in  a  room  whose  conditions  of 
light  and  warmth  are  weighted 
towards  the  insect's  survival,  to 
ensure  the  new  insecticide 
undergoes  the  most  rigorous 
form  of  test. 


New  USA 
regulations 

The  American  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  has  announced 
regulations  calling  for  the 
voluntary  registration  of  cos- 
metic makers  and  packagers 
and  for  the  voluntary  filing 
with  FDA  of  product  formu- 
lations. The  regulations  are 
based  on  two  proposals  offered 
by  the  Cosmetic,  Toiletry  and 
Fragrance  Association  (CTFA). 

Under  the  final  regulations 
foreign  and  domestic  manufac- 
turers and  packers  of  cosmetic 
products  and  raw  materials  will 
be  asked  to  provide  the  FDA 
with  formulations,  brand  names, 
product  categories  and  amount 
of  ingredients  for  their  pro- 
ducts. Trade  secrets  or  other 
privileged  and  confidential  in- 
formation must  be  identified  as 
such  and  must  be  accompanied 


tion  from  public  disclosure 
under  the  "Freedom  of  Infor- 
mation Act". 

Participating  companies  will 
be  requested  to  provide  poison 
control  centres  and  licensed 
physicians  with  all  information 
as  needed  for  the  treatment  of 
patients  suspected  of  being  ad- 
versely affected  by  the  products. 

FDA  will  make  available 
special  forms  to  the  cosmetic 
industry  for  filing  the  various 
information.  The  forms  are 
available  from  the  Division  of 
Colours  and  Cosmetics  Tech- 
nology, Food  and  Drug  Ad- 
ministration, Department  of 
Health,  Education,  and  Wel- 
fare, Washington,  D.C.  20204. 

Exempted  from  the  regula- 
tion are  beauty  shops,  cosme- 
tologists, retailers,  pharmacists 
and  others  who  may  compound 
cosmetic  products  at  a  single 
location  and  administer,  dis- 
pense or  distribute  them  at 
retail  from  that  location. 

Beecham  get 
more  rpm 
undertakings 

Family  Circle  Drug  Store,  of 
Castle  Street,  Hinckley,  Leics, 
have  given  a  permanent  under- 
taking in  the  High  Court  not 
to  sell  Beecham  Group  pro- 
prietary medicines  at  cut  prices. 

Mr  Gavin  Lightman,  for 
Beecham,  told  Mr  Justice 
Megarry  that  they  had  sought 
to  stop  Family  Circle  selling 
Beecham  Powders  Plus  Hot 
Lemon,  Yeast-Vite  and  other 
proprietary  medicines  of  the 
group  at  prices  lower  than 
those  fixed  in  the  current  price 
list. 

The  parties  had  agreed  to 
treat  the  application  as  the 
trial  of  the  action.  Family 
Circle  would  pay  £100  towards 
Beecham's  costs. 

Bingham  &  Holland,  of  70 
Castle  Market,  Sheffield,  gave 
a  similar  undertaking  in 
respect  of  the  sale  of  Beecham 
Powders,  Setlers  indigestion 
tablets  and  other  proprietary 
medicines  produced  by  the 
group  and  also  agreed  to  pay 
£100  towards  Beecham's  costs. 


To  provide  a  personal  service  to  chemists  throughout  the 
country,  Syntex  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd  has  formed  a  special 
chemist  sales  team  to  handle  the  company's  increasing  number 
of  "over  the  counter"  products.  Previously  the  Syntex  sales 
force  dealt  only  with  prescription  products.  The  chemist  sales 
team  began  operating  on  April  24  and  its  formation  is  a 
development  of  the  recent  acquisition  by  Syntex  of  Rybar 
Laboratories  Ltd  whose  personnel  make  up  most  of  the  team. 
Picture  shows  the  Syntex  chemist  sales  team  together  with  (in 
foreground,  fourth  from  left)  Mr  Rex  Priddy,  marketing  manager, 
Syntex  chemist  sales  division,  and  (second  from  left)  Miss 
Christine  Keene,  secretary  of  the  Syntex  beauty  circle. 


Medicines 

Commission 

appointments 

Three  new  appointments  have 
been  made  to  the  Medicines 
Commission.  They  are  Profes- 
sor F.  R.  Bell,  BSc,  PhD, 
FRCVS,  professor  of  experi- 
mental medicine  at  the  Royal 
Veterinary  College,  London; 
Mr  D.  W.  Jolly,  MRCVS, 
veterinary  director  of  the 
Huntingdon  Research  Centre, 
and  Dr  G.  E.  Paget  MD, 
managing  director.  Smith,  Kline 
and  French  Laboratories  Ltd. 

The  appointments  fill  vacan- 
cies caused  by  retirement  from 
the  Commission  of  Professor 
G.  F.  Boddie,  Professor  J.  O.  L. 
King  and  Dr  D.  E.  Wheeler. 

Dr  Paget  has  been  appointed 
to  serve  for  two  years  ending 
on  December  31,  1973  (the 
end  of  Dr  Wheeler's  term); 
Professor  Bell  and  Mr  Jolly 
are  appointed  for  four  years 
ending  on  December  31,  1975. 

Evaporation 
of  eye  drops 

Significant  water  loss  from  eye 
drop  solutions  during  storage 
has  been  detected  by  Mr  S. 
Shaw,  group  pharmacist,  North 
Middlesex  Hospital. 

Writing  in  the  Journal  of 
Hospital  Pharmacy  Mr  Shaw 
notes  a  10  68  per  cent  loss  in 
weight  of  bottles  after  24  weeks 
storage  and  a  4-92  per  cent 
loss  after  12  weeks.  He 
attributes  those  losses  to  evap- 
oration through  silicone  rubber 
teats.  In  an  experiment  he 
found  that  bottles  with  such 
teats  had  marked  reductions  in 


weight  when  compared  with 
others  examined. 

In  view  of  the  high  permea- 
bility of  silicone  rubber  to 
moisture  its  suitability  should 
questioned,  he  states. 

Butyl  rubber  teats  had  been 
largely  superseded  because  of 
the  compound's  incompatibility 
with  benzalkonium  chloride; 
but  if  properly  pre-treated  it 
could  be  made  compatible  and 
bottles  closed  with  those  teats 
could  be  given  a  longer  shelf 
life  than  those  employing  sili- 
cone rubber. 


Hospital  increase 
being  finalised 

An  8  per  cent  salary  increase 
for  hospital  pharmacists  has 
recently  been  agreed  upon  by 
the  Pharmaceutical  Whitley 
Council.  Allowances  for  group 
pharmacists  and  teaching  hos- 
pital chiefs  are  also  to  be 
increased  by  approximately  15 
per  cent. 

On  Tuesday  a  Department  of 
Health  spokesman  said  that  the 
final  salary  figures  for  the 
different  grades  had  not  yet 
been  agreed  by  the  staff  side 
of  the  Whitley  Council. 

Prescription 
costs 

The  average  cost  of  National 
Health  Service  prescriptions  dis- 
pensed by  chemists  in  Wales  for 
the  period  January  to  November 
1971  was  78-1  Op.  This  was  the 
answer  given  by  Mr  Peter 
Thomas,  Secretary  of  State  for 
Wales,  in  the  Commons  last 
week.  The  figure  for  England 
and  Wales  was  75-61  p. 
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Wellcome  raise 
new  finance 

The  Wellcome  Foundation 
Ltd,  all  the  shares  of  which 
are  owned  beneficially  by  the 
Wellcome  Trust,  a  charitable 
foundation,  is  to  seek  a  quota- 
tion on  the  London  Stock 
Exchange  for  an  issue  of  US 
$20  million  15-year  Bonds 
which  it  is  offering  in  the 
Eurobond  market. 

The  Bonds  are  to  be  under- 
written by  an  international 
underwriting  syndicate  managed 
by  Baring  Brothers  &  Co  Ltd, 
Credit  Suisse  (Bahamas)  Ltd, 
Kidder  Peabody  &  Co  Inc,  and 
The  Daiwa  Securities  Co. 

Because  the  company  is 
wholly  owned  by  a  charity, 
which  is  precluded  from  sub- 
scribing for  further  equity 
capital,  it  has  throughout  its 
existence  relied  upon  its  own 
cash  flow,  supplemented  by 
relatively  short  term  borrow- 
ings of  the  Group,  to  provide 
working  capital  for  expansion. 

The  purpose  of  this  issue  is 
to  fund  a  part  of  those  short- 
term  borrowings  as  and  when 
they  fall  due  and  at  the  same 
time  to  secure  the  necessary 
working  capital  for  continued 
further  expansion. 

The  bonds  are  to  be  offered 
for  sale  through  an  interna- 
tional selling  group.  The  offer- 
ing period  commenced  May  2 
and  final  applications  must  be 
submitted  by  12  noon  London 
time  on  May  1 1. 

Bayer's  profits 
picking  up 

The  chairman  of  Farbenfab- 
riken  Bayer  AG,  Germany  (Dr 
K.  Hansen)  said  last  week  that 
profits  are  again  on  the  in- 
crease but  there  would  have  to 
be  a  50  per  cent  net  rise  to 
revert  to  a  16  per  cent  dividend. 
Dividend  for  1971  was  cut  to 
13  per  cent  with  the  parent 
company's  profits  down  11 -5 
per  cent  at  DM  262m. 

Barclay  double 
their  profit 

Barclay  Securities  Ltd  which 
last  week  announced  a  £5-5m 
agreed  bid  for  British  Lion 
Holdings  Ltd  made  a  pre-tax 


profit  of  more  than  £2- 15m  in 
1971  against  £1-1 5m  for  1970. 
The  figure  was  disclosed  by 
Mr  John  Bentley,  chairman,  in 
a  document  giving  full  details 
of  other  recent  acquisitions  and 
sales  undertaken  by  Barclay. 
Other  figures  for  1971  will  be 
released  shortly. 

The  group  intends  to  increase 
the  authorised  capital  to  £2-5m 
by  the  creation  of  a  further 
10m  Ordinary  £0T0  shares  in 
order  to  finance  future  expan- 
sion. 

Wella's  sales 
conference 

"Start  at  the  Top"  was  the 
theme  of  Wella's  1972  sales 
conference,  held  in  London  on 
April  20. 

Mr  Peter  Batten,  general 
sales  manager,  announced  that 
Wella's  conditioner  is  now  the 
leading  brand  on  the  market 
and  that  the  shampoos  had 
shown  a  100  per  cent  increase 
over  the  previous  year  during 
1971.  Guest  of  honour  at  a 
banquet  in  the  evening  was 
Mr  Thoma  of  Wella  Darm- 
stadt. 

The  event  was  marked  by 
the  announcement  of  Mr  John 
O'Connor  as  Wella  salesman 
of  the  year — he  received  a 
silver  cup  and  tickets  for  two 
for  a  weekend  in  Paris.  His 
appointment  as  northern  area 
manager  was  also  announced. 

Beatson  Clark 
sales  improve 

Turnover  of  Beatson  Clark  & 
Co  Ltd  glass  container  manu- 
facturers in  1971  was  £5-581m 
compared  with  £5-003m  in  1970 
(53  weeks).  Profits  after  tax 
were  £492,000  against  £575,000. 

The  report  states  that  the 
current  year  has  started  well 
with  an  improved  sales  pattern. 
Continued  growth  is  expected 
for  the  rest  of  the  year  and 
the  directors  are  "confident 
that  the  current  level  of  trading 
results  should  be  maintained 
over  the  year  as  a  whole". 

Record  quarter 
for  Eli  Lilly 

The  American  company  Eli 
Lilly  &  Son,  with  manufac- 
turing plants  at  Basingstoke  and 
Liverpool  achieved  record  sales 
and  earnings  during  the  first 
quarter  of  1972. 

Consolidated  sales  of  $234-7 
represent  an  increase  of  20  per 
cent  over  the  corresponding 
period  last  year.  Estimated 
earnings  of  $36- lm  were  25  per 
cent  higher  than  in  the  first 
quarter  of  1971. 


Mr  John  O'Connor,  Wella's  salesman  of  the  year,  is  congratuh\ 
ted  by  Mr  O.  H.  Graulich,  managing  director.  Mr  P.  Battet 
general  sales  manager  is  on  the  right  of  the  picture 


Sales  gains  were  registered  in 
all  the  company's  major  mar- 
keting areas  including  inter- 
national operations  and  Eliza- 
beth Arden. 

Mr  Eugene  N.  Beesley  cau- 
tioned that,  because  of  varying 
seasonal  demand  for  some  of 
the  company's  products,  operat- 
ing results  of  the  three-month 
period  should  not  be  regarded 
as  necessarily  indicative  of  the 
results  that  may  be  expected  for 
the  year  1972  or  entirely  com- 
parable with  the  results  of  the 
first  quarter  of  1971. 

Ashe  bid  is 
'unconditional' 

The  offer  on  behalf  of  White- 
hall Holdings  and  Orion  Bank 
for  the  Ordinary  shares  of  Ashe 
Chemical  declared  uncon- 
ditional on  April  7,  has  been 
accepted  in  respect  of  over  90 
per  cent  of  the  shares  for  which 
it  was  made. 

It  is  intended  to  transfer  the 
shares  of  Ashe  Chemical  to 
International  Telephone  and 
Telegraph  Corporation. 


In  brief 

Wilcox  Laboratories  Ltd:  Fol- 
lowing the  merger  of  Wilcox 
Jozeau  &  Co  Ltd  and  Labora- 
tory Nativelle  Ltd  a  new  com- 
pany has  been  formed  trading 
under  the  name  of  Wilcox 
Laboratories  Ltd. 

Dunbee-Combex-Marx  Ltd  are 

raising  their  dividend  from  40 
per  cent  to  60  per  cent  for 
1971.  Profit  rose  from  £303.794 
to  £547.592  less  tax  £193,461 
(£105,104). 

Wilkinson  Sword  Ltd:  Results 
for  the  first  quarter  of  1972  are 
on   target,   Mr  D.  Randolph. 


chairman,  told  the  annual  meera 
ing  last  week.  The  good  level 
of  progress  in  1971  should  b  j 
well   matched   in   the  current! 

year. 

Warner-Lambert  Co:  Sales  fol 

the  first  quarter  of  1972  weri 

$360-44m  against  $323-14m  ill 

the  same  period  of  1971.  Pre! 

tax  profit  $55-42m  ($48-87m).l 

■ 

Fisons   Corporation,   US  subl 

sidiary  of  Fisons  Ltd,  havili 
completed  plans  for  expansion! 
into  US  pharmaceutical  marketl! 
ing.  In  making  the  announce! 
ment,  Mr  B.  M.  King,  presijj 
dent  of  the  Corporation,  sai« 
that  they  were  establishing  th(i 
pharmaceutical  marketing  or! 
ganisation  primarily  to  distril 
bute  products  of  Fisons  rejl 
search  in  the  USA. 

Carter  Wallace  Ltd:  The  tele-a 

phone  number  of  the  com! 
pany's  pharmaceutical  division! 
has  been  changed  to  Folkestone! 

(0303)  55335. 

Phils   (Wholesale)   Ltd   is  thei 

new  trading  title  of  Phils  Drugl 
Stores  (Wholesale)  Ltd,  241 
Goodwin  Road,  London  W12I 
9JW. 

Ceres    Pharmacy  (Swaffham)l 

Ltd  38  Market  Place,  Swaff-| 
ham,  Norfolk,  has  been  taken! 
over  by  Mr  J.  Greenwell  MPS! 
from  Mr  G.  R.  Newman  MPS,! 
with  effect  from  May  1.  Mr! 
Newman  had  owned  the  busi-| 
ness  for  22  years. 

John  Rafferty:  We  regret  that! 
in  our  issue  of  January  15  it  I 
was  wrongly  stated  that  Mr  1 
John  Rafferty  MPSI  had  closed  I 
his  pharmacy  at  South  Great  I 
George's  Street,  Dublin. 

Mr  Rafferty  is  still  in  busi-  I 
ness   at   this   address,   having  1 
opened  additional  premises  at  | 
Cornelscourt  Shopping  Centre, 
co  Dublin. 
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Topical  reflections 
by  Xrayser 


Is 


Mr  Ainley  Wade,  BPharm, 
MPhil,  MPS,  has  been  ap- 
pointed the  new  editor  of  the 
Extra  Pharmacopoeia  ("Martin- 
dale")  succeeding  Mr  N.  W. 
Blacow  who  has  been  appointed 
regional  pharmacist  at  Man- 
chester. 

Mr  Wade  joined  the  editorial 
staff  in  1965  and  was  later 
made  assistant  editor. 

Mr  Denis  Trist,  technical  direc- 
tor of  Aerosols  International 
Ltd  has  recently  returned  from 
Belgium,  where  he  represented 
the  UK  aerosol  industry  in 
EEC  talks  dealing  with  com- 
mon legislation  for  packaging. 
Accompanying  Mr  Trist  as  a 
two-man  delegation  from  the 
British  Aerosol  Manufacturers 
Association  was  Mr  Arthur 
Simpson  of  Metal  Box  Co  Ltd. 

Deaths 

Dunning:  On  April  18,  Mr 
John  Justin  Dunning,  MPSI, 
Mespil  House  Flats,  Dublin. 
Mr  Dunning  qualified  in  1941 
and  for  many  years  worked 
for  Optrex  (Ireland),  Ltd, 
Dublin. 

Jones:  On  April  27,  Mr  William 
Maldwyn  Jones,  91  Argyle 
Road,  Sheffield  8.  Mr  Jones, 
who  qualified  in  1941  was 
chief  pharmacist  at  the  Sheffield 
Middlewood  Hospital.  For 
many  years  he  was  a  committee 
member  of  the  Sheffield  and 
District  Branch  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  and  a  past 
secretary  of  the  local  Guild  of 
Public  Pharmacists. 


Winthrop     Laboratories:  Dr 

George  Margetts,  BPharm, 
MPS,  MSc,  MB,  BS,  has  been 
appointed  medical  director  of 
Winthrop  Laboratories,  a  divis- 
ion of  Sterling-Winthrop 
Group.  Dr  Margetts  joined  the 
division  on  April  1,  1971. 

Thomas   Kerfoot   &   Co  Ltd 

have  appointed  Mr  Deufryn 
Williams  as  representative  for 
South  Wales,  Hereford,  West 
Worcestershire,  Wiltshire, 
Gloucester  and  Bristol,  follow- 
ing the  retirement  of  Mr 
George  Hill. 

Unichem:  Mr  Robert  Freeman 
previously  a  regional  director 
of  Vestric  Ltd  has  joined  Uni- 


chem as  manager  of  the  Willes- 
den  depot  at  145  Acton  Lane, 
London  NW10.  Mr  Freeman 
joined  the  British  Drug  Houses 
sales  office  in  1933  and  in  1960 
became  distribution  manager 
for  their  wholesale  depot  in 
Islington,  London.  He  was 
later  appointed  director  and 
general  manager. 

Mr  Stanley  "Tim"  Iveson 
has  been  appointed  manager  of 
the  Kingston  depot  at  4, 
Manorgate  Road.  He  joined 
Unichem  as  assistant  manager 
at  the  Leeds  depot  in  January 
1970. 

Sandoz-Wander:  Mr  Jacques 
Rejeange  has  been  seconded  to 
Sandoz  Products  Ltd  for  a  two- 
year  period  as  general  market- 
ing manager  of  the  Sandoz- 
Wander  pharmaceutical  divi- 
sion. Previously,  Mr  Rejeange 
was  area  general  manager  of 
Sandoz  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
Hong  Kong.  Also  in  the  divi- 
sion Mr  J.  B.  Wotton  is 
appointed  marketing  manager, 
health  services  and  supplies. 


□  Amendments  to  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  1968  and  the 
1969,  1971  Addenda  are  now 
available  from  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  Commission,  8 
Bulstrode  Street,  London  W1M 
5FT.  The  amendments,  which 
include  monographs  on  levo- 
dopa,  become  official  on 
October  1,  1972. 

□  Twelve  countries  are  now 
reporting  adverse  drug  reac- 
tions to  the  World  Health 
Organisation  centre  and  so  far 
27,500  reports  of  suspected 
reactions  to  more  than  1,900 
different  drugs  have  been 
recorded.  Patterns  of  drug 
reactions  in  different  countries 
are  under  study  as  well  as 
occurrences  of  serious  or  un- 
usual reactions  and  interac- 
tions. 

□  The  Customs  and  Excise 
now  permit  the  use  of  a  new 
alcohol  in  cosmetic  prepara- 
tions. The  alcohol  is  referred 
to  as  denatured  ethanol  B,  Q 
or  S  depending  whether  Bitrex, 
quassin  or  octa-acetate  has 
been  used  as  denaturant.  Notice 
No  48  from  local  Customs 
and  Excise  Offices  gives  details. 

□  Manchester  Pharmaceutical 
Golfing  Society  would  welcome 
new  members.  Anyone  inter- 
ested should  contact  Mr  E.  M. 
Mcintosh  (hon  secretary),  91 
Moston  Lane  East,  New  Mos- 
ton,  Manchester  10. 


Apprenticeship 


While  writing  last  week  on  the  subject  of  postgraduate 
(or  pre-registration)  training  (or  experience)  my  thoughts 
inevitably  turned  to  the  distant  days  in  which  I  served  an 
apprenticeship  in  the  long  standing  traditions  of  the  apothe- 
cary or  druggist.  There  was  a  required  standard  of  entrance 
before  one  was  entitled  to  register  as  an  apprentice  or 
student,  on  payment  of  a  fee,  I  think,  one  guinea,  upon 
which  one's  name  appeared  for  the  first  time  in  the  pharma- 
ceutical Press,  and  one  received  a  syllabus  of  forbidding 
appearance  and  reflected,  with  a  degree  of  relief  and 
resignation,  that  the  trial  of  strength  was  perhaps  six  years 
away.  That,  at  fifteen,  seemed  an  interminable  time  ahead. 

But  there  was  much  to  learn,  and  there  was  no  control  of 
any  kind  over  the  premises  or  the  instructor,  whose  sole 
qualification  to  teach  was  the  fact  that  he  had  satisfied  the 
Board  of  Examiners,  at  some  date  in  the  recent  or  distant 
past,  that  he  had  shown  sufficient  skill  and  knowledge  to  be 
registered  as  a  Chemist  and  Druggist.  His  certificate  said  so 
in  those  words — "sufficient"  was  the  word  used,  leaving  the 
impression  that  it  was  only  by  the  grace  of  God,  or  the 
skin  of  his  teeth,  that  he  had  made  the  grade.  In  consequence, 
the  training  provided  was  chancy  in  the  extreme,  and  fortu- 
nate was  the  youth  who  found  himself  in  a  pharmacy  in 
which  the  standards  were  high  and  the  apprentice-master 
himself  a  good  pharmacist. 

I  think  I  can  claim  to  have  been  one  of  the  more  fortunate 
in  that  respect,  though  life  was  far  from  being  a  bed  of  roses. 
One  earned  the  salary  of  £10  per  annum.  The  days  were 
long  and  were  lengthened  by  attendance  at  evening  classes, 
so  that  it  was  no  unusual  thing  to  leave  home  before  8am 
and  return  to  the  comforts  of  family  life  at  10.30pm. 

World  of  romance 

There  were  hard  tasks  only  remotely  connected  with  the 
practice  of  professional  pharmacy,  such  as  opening  packing 
cases  and  forming  an  acquaintance  with  invoices  and  credit 
notes.  There  were  hundreds  of  bottles,  labelled  with  strange 
names,  to  be  dusted  and  kept  in  straight  rows,  with  all  the 
stoppers  in  the  same  alignment.  There  were  tired  legs  in 
the  summer  and  chilblains  in  the  winter.  There  were  occa- 
sions when  a  fifteen-year-old  was  stretched  to  his  limit. 

But  there  were  days  of  compensation,  when  large  hampers 
containing  the  botanical  produce  of  the  world  arrived,  with 
the  romance  of  India  and  Africa,  of  the  Spice  Islands  and 
Tibet,  of  Ceylon  and  Persia,  of  Mauritius  and  Borneo,  of 
Bolivia  and  Peru,  and  one  wondered  at  the  industry  involved 
in  the  cultivation  and  the  collection,  the  primitive  transport 
on  the  first  stages  to  the  sea,  the  sampling,  the  sorting  and 
the  marketing  before  the  final  parcelling  and  packing  which 
brought  the  whole  world  to  our  doorstep. 

Euphony 

We  pounded,  we  sifted,  we  packed  percolators,  we  macerated, 
we  adjusted  to  volume,  we  filtered  into  shop  rounds  which 
sparkled  and  gleamed,  and  bore  romantic  names  like 
calendula  and  cassia,  betula  and  myristica.  And  we  made 
pills,  and  mixtures,  and  cachets  and  suppositories,  infusions 
and  decoctions  and  we  knew  nothing  of  methyldopa,  or 
nitrazepam  or  glutethimide. 

And,  eventually,  we  also  exhibited  sufficient  skill  and 
knowledge — not,  perhaps  a  superabundance,  but  'twas 
enough,  and  it  served. 
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Cosmetics  and  toiletries 


pure  lemon  oil  to  be  lathered  up  with  the 
fingertips  and  rinsed  off  with  warm  water, 
while  Milk  Churn  (£0  55)  is  an  all  over 
product,  designed  for  such  diverse  uses  as 
moisturiser,  overnight  nourisher,  hand  lo- 
tion or  all-over  body  balm. 

News  on  the  fragrance  front  is  that 
Midnight  wjll  come  in  a  creamy  formula- 
tion and  contained  in  a  perfumepot  (£0  36) 
(Gray  Products  Ltd,  2  Marshall  Road. 
Hampden  Park,  Eastbourne,  Sussex). 

Matte  shadows 

Gala  of  London  are  launching  their  "new 
formula"  Matte  Shadow  (£032)  in  shades 
ranging  from  pearly  pastels  to  rich  plain 
colours  and  packed  in  red  and  gold 
see  through  compacts,  which  take  up  little 
room  as  they  are  so  thin.  The  shadows 
can  be  used  wet  for  a  deep  look  or  dry  for 
a  softer  look  (Myram  Picker  Ltd,  Hook 
Rise,  Kingston  By-Pass,  Surbiton.  Surrey). 

Home  brewing 

Unican  additions 


Zinnia  fragrance 

Bronnley  are  introducing  a  new  fragrance 
to  their  Turtle  Oil  soap  and  bath  toiletries 
ranges.  Zinnia,  which  has  a  distinctive 
green  note,  sweetened  by  rose,  jasmin,  lilac 
and  mimosa  and  laced  with  musk. 

The  collection  consists  of  bath  soap 
available  singly  (£0-23)  or  in  a  box  of 
three  (£0-69)  as  is  the  toilet  size  (£0-15 
and  £0-45),  bubble  bath  in  lOoz  pack 
(£0-62)  and  5oz  (£0-44),  after  bath  cologne 
in  lOoz  only  (£0-58),  talcum  powder  in 
l\oz  (£0-40)  and  5oz  (£0-28)  and  hand  and 
body  lotion  in  lOoz  (£050)  and  5oz 
(£037)  (H.  Bronnley  &  Co  Ltd,  10 
Conduit  Street,  London  Wl). 

Eyelure  Soft  Points 

The  latest  addition  to  Eyelure's  range  of 
See  Through  lashes  is  Soft  Points  (£0-88), 
said  to  be  hand  made,  permanently  curled 
and  waterproof  and  described  as  "soft, 
long,  fine  and  natural"  (Eyelure  Ltd. 
Grange  Industrial  Estate,  Cwmbran,  Mon- 
mouthshire NP4  2XR). 

Cuticura  shampoo 

Cuticura  have  introduced  a  mildly  medica- 
ted shampoo,  in  two  sizes  of  PVC  bottle 
125cc  (£0-27),  and  75cc  (£0181)  and  a 
sachet  (£044).  The  shampoo  is  labelled  on 
the  containers  "deals  with  dandruff"  and 
is  mildly  medicated  as  a  logical  extension 
of  the  company's  other  products  with  this 
•characteristic  (Cuticura  Laboratories  Ltd, 
Maidenhead,  Berks). 

Natural  ingredients 

A  strong  emphasis  on  natural  ingredients 
Is  evident  in  the  Dorothy  Gray  products, 
due  to  be  on  sale  on  July  3. 

Their  Natural  Wheat  Germ  trio,  clean- 
sing cream,  freshening  rinse  and  moisture 
cream  (to  be  used  either  as  an  under 
make-up  moisturiser  or  as  a  night  cream) 
all  priced  at  £1-30,  are  said  to  contain 
no  synthetic  ingredients  or  artificial 
colouring.  The  creams  are  presented  in 
jars  and  freshener  in  a  bottle. 

The  company's  lemon-fresh  splash  off 
cleanser  (£0-80  approx)  is  described  as  a 
super-mild    cosmetic    wash    drenched  in 


Grey  Owl  Laboratories  have  announced 
additions  to  their  Unican  home  brew  kits: 
Unican  for  extra  stout — Irish  style;  Unican 
for  5  gallons  of  beer  in  lager  and  bitter 
ale;  and  5  gallon  fermentation  barrels. 

To  differentiate  between  the  original 
stout  and  the  new  bitter  stout,  the  former 
is  to  be  known  as  sweet  stout,  while  the 
mini-pack  of  Campden  tablets  is  back  in 
production  "following  customers'  requests", 
although  display  cases  of  the  packs  are 
to  continue  to  be  sent  out  containing 
sodium  metabisulphite  rather  than  Camp- 
den unless  specifically  asked  for  (Monk's 
Home  Brews  Ltd,  Kingswood,  Bristol 
BS15  1AU). 

Sundries 

Disco  tights 

Norlyn  have  introduced  Disco  one-size 
tights  (£0-30)  in  plain  knit,  which  is  sheer 
and  said  to  be  stronger  due  to  modern 
techniques  producing  better  yarn. 

Like  their  Ladyform  tights  (£0-35)  in 
three  sizes  and  Jumbo  (£0-40)  extra  large 
to  fit  up  to  54in  hip,  the  Disco  tights 
are  available  in  the  range  of  14  shades 
(Global  Pharmaceutics  Ltd,  62  Kenilworth 
Road,  Edgware,  Middx). 

Electrical 

Traveller  hairdryer 

Compact  and  lightweight  the  Morphy 
Richards  hairdryer  (model  No  4820)  is 
designed  for  the  traveller.  It  carries  a 
dual  voltage  switch  and  is  less  than  6in 
long  and  4in  wide.  Its  saffron  finish  and 
modern  appearance  is  intended  to  make  it 
popular  with  young  people.  Available  in 
the  summer  (British  Domestic  Appliances, 
Peterborough  PE2  9JB). 

Philips  foil  shaver 

Philips  Electrical  are  introducing  a  foil 
head  shaver,  the  XTR7  (£12-25),  which 
is  hoped  to  increase  their  claimed  46  per 
cent  of  the  shaver  market. 

The  shaving  head  is  fitted  at  a  30 
deg  angle,  making  shaving  below  the 
nose  and  chin  easier.  A  trimmer  for  the 
moustache  is  incorporated.  The  model  is 


finished  in  black  and  matt  "silver"  and 
say  the  manufacturers  will  in  no  way 
affect  the  future  development  of  the  rotary 
Philishave  range  (Philips  Electrical  Ltd, 
Century  House,  Shaftesbury  Avenue,  Lon- 
don WC2H  8AS). 


PRESCRIPTION 
SPECIALITIES 

ELDO-SED  tablets 

Manufacturer  Pharmax  Ltd,  Bourne  Road, 
Bexley,  Kent,  DA5  1NX 

Description  "Dispersal"  tablets  each  contain- 
ing paracetamol  500mg  and  dichloralphena- 
zone  325mg 

Indications  For  short  term  administration  in 
painful  conditions  where  analgesia,  accom- 
panied by  sedation  is  required  such  as  in 
dysmenorrhoea,  musculoskeletal  disorders, 
headache,  neuritis  and  when  pain  interferes 
with  sleep 

Contraindications  Known  sensitivity  to  phena- 
zone  and  cases  of  gastritis 
Dosage  1  tablet  every  four  hours  and  2 
tablets  before  retiring,  or  1  or  2  tablets  four 
to  six  hourly.  Not  more  than  6  in  24  hours 
is  the  recommended  maximum.  Not  to  be 
administered  to  children 

Notes  The  tablets  should  be  added  to  water 
and  stirred  well  before  swallowing 
Precautions  Use  with  caution  in  patients  with 
hepatic  or  renal  impairment  or  severe  cardiac 
disease.  If  drowsiness  is  experienced,  patients 
should  be  advised  not  to  drive  or  operate 
machinery 

Side  effects     Haematological  reactions  and 
skin  eruptions  have  occasionally  occurred 
Packs  Of  50  tablets  (£0-34  trade)  and  250 
(£1-62)  Supply  restrictions  PI,  S4B 
Issued  April  1972 

Five  replaces  three 

Calmic  announces  a  new  presentation  of 
Polybactrin  soluble  G.U.  The  new  pack 
holds  5  vials  of  sterile  powder  (£2-30) 
containing  polymyxin  B  sulphate,  neomy- 
cin sulphate  and  zinc  bacitracin.  It  re- 
places the  presentation  of  3  vials  of  sterile 
powder  with  3  ampoules  of  saline 
(Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co,  Temple  Hill, 
Dartford,  Kent,  DAI  5AH). 
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Sinclair  acquire  Agprolin 

Sinclair  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd  have  ac- 
quired the  shares  and  products  of  Agprolin 
Ltd,  and  state  that  orders  for  Agprolin 
products  should  be  sent  to  Sinclair  Phar- 
maceuticals Ltd,  c/o  Waterhouse  &  Co 
Ltd,  Church  Street,  Old  Square,  Ashton- 
under-Lyne. 

The  Agprolin  products  are  now  to  be 
sold  under  the  Sinclair  name,  and  the 
prices  have  been  amended  (see  cumulative 
supplement).  However,  orders  for  existing 
Sinclair  products,  Visclair,  Caprin,  Para- 
bal  and  Thylin  should  continue  to  be  sent 
to  Sinclair  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  8  Ockford 
Road,  Godalming,  Surrey. 

Move  postponed 

Antibiotics  and  Vitamins  Ltd  are  remain- 
ing at  their  premises  43  Worship  Street. 
London  EC2,  until  June  1.  The  move 
to  Wembley,  Middx,  advertised  in  the 
C&D  Directory  1972  (inside  front  cover) 
as  taking  place  on  April  1,  has  been  post- 
poned. 

The  company  are  currently  offering 
pharmacists  two  tubes  of  their  Oralcer 
pellets  for  sampling  to  customers  to 
prove  the  producfs  effectiveness  {C&D 
April  8,  p  483).  The  samples  will  only  be 
sent  on  request. 

New  size  Mackenzie  salts 

Arthur  H.  Cox  &  Co  Ltd,  93  Lewes 
Road,  Brighton  BN2  3QJ,  Sussex  have  in- 
troduced a  17  ml  size  Mackenzie  smelling 
salts  bottle  (£0-1 5|),  in  place  of  the  two 
original  packs,  "flat"  and  "handbag". 
But  the  company  point  out  that  until 
stocks  are  exhausted  the  "handbag"  size 
will  still  be  available  to  order  if  re- 
quired. 

Colour  coding 

John  Wyeth  &  Brother  Ltd,  Taplow, 
Maidenhead,  Berks,  have  introduced  a 
colour  code  system  for  the  caps  on  their 
polythene  bottles.  The  colours  are:  blue 
for  Aludrox,  green  for  Aludrox  SA,  white 
for  Mucaine,  black  for  Petrolagar  No  1 
and  red  for  Petrolagar  No  2. 

Formula  change 

Strychnine  has  now  been  omitted  from 
Alophen  pills  and  packs  with  this  amended 
formula  are  now  available  from  Parke 
Davis  &  Co,  Usk  Road,  Pontypool.  Mon. 
NP4  8YH. 

Woltz  Italiana  shades 

Four  new  shades  of  Mini  "Hot  Paints" 
creme  nail  enamel  come  from  Woltz 
Italiana,  Marrakech  (07),  Aruba  (01), 
Tortuga  (06)  and  Madera  (08).  These, 
along  with  the  original  colours,  Antillas 
(02),    Sahara    (03),    Gadames    (04)  and 


Tobago  (05),  have  been  introduced  in  their 
range  of  eight  Mini  "Hot  Paints"  lipsticks 
(£0-39).  Also  new  is  a  copper  shade  of 
the  mini  pearl  nail  enamel,  Bettina.  All 
products  available  from  Sales  Affiliates 
Ltd,  Barnet  By-Pass,  Boreham  Wood, 
Herts. 

Tampax  bonus 

This  month's  special  promotional  bonus  of 
Tampax  Ltd,  Havant,  Hants,  is  £0-25 
on  each  one  dozen  Tampax  tampon  40's 
and  not  as  stated  in  the  C&D  personal 
hygiene  supplement  published  on  April  29. 
Full  details  of  the  campaign  were  given 
in  the  supplement. 

Roger  and  Gallet  address 

The  address  of  Roger  &  Gallet  Ltd,  is  17 
Lettice  Street,  London  SW6,  and  not  as 
stated  in  our  issue  of  April  29. 

'Professional' 

Oral-B  is  the  name  of  a  new  professional 
toothbrush,  now  available  in  the  UK, 
which  has  been  highly  successful  in  the 
United  States,  where  it  is  said  to  be  the 
"number  one"  professionally  recommended 
toothbrush,  and  the  second  largest-selling 
toothbrush  in  pharmacies.  Success  of  the 
brush  is  attributed  to  its  "unique"  quali- 
ties and  promotion  solely  through  the  pro- 
fessional recommendation  of  both  dentists 
and  pharmacists — the  way  it  will  be  pro- 
moted here. 

Designed  by  a  periodontist,  the  Oral-B 
brush  utilises  fine  but  resilient  Tynex  nylon 
filaments  in  a  multitufted  head,  so  to  en- 
sure more  effective  brushing  than  is 
possible  with  ordinary  toothbrushes  made 
with  fewer,  thicker  bristles  or  synthetic 
filaments.  Even  the  children's  size  Oral- 
B  has  well  over  1,000  filaments. 

Every  filament  is  end-rounded,  then 
polished  on  specially  developed  machinery. 
The  smooth  tips  of  the  filaments  helps 
minimise  tooth  abrasion  and  permit  gentle 
stimulation  of  the  gums — a  most  important 
factor  in  dental  health,  as  it  has  been 
shown  that  an  increasingly  high  proportion 
of  people  lose  their  teeth  as  a  direct  result 
of  gum  disease,  as  opposed  to  tooth  decay. 
Each  of  the  three  sizes  of  Oral-B 
(regular  adult,  large  adult  and  children's 
size)  has  only  the  one  "correctly  developed 
texture". 

Research  among  dental  hospitals  and 
dental  practitioners  showed  that  Oral-B 
more  closely  resembles  the  specification 
required  by  dentists  for  a  general  purpose 


So-Soft  economy  hankies 

Following  the  European  trend  to  family  1 
economy  packs,  Brobat  Ltd,  52  Wandle  I 
Bank,     London     SW19  1DP    have    just  1 
launched  under  their  So-Soft  name  a  pack  1 
of  100  (£012)  individually  folded  3-ply  I 
paper    hankies.    Made    in    Finland,    the  if 
handkerchiefs  are  full  sized,  8i  X  8|ins  1 
and  have  an  embossed  patterned  edge.  II 
They  come  in  polythene  mini  sacks  with  II 
a    tear-out    panel    on    the    back    which  I 
allows  the  housewife  to  extract  as  many  II 
or  as  few,  as  she  requires  at  a  time.  In  J 
addition,  every  mini  sack  contains  a  free  II 
pocket  wallet  to  enable  other  members  | 
of   the   family   to    keep   a   number   of  I 
hankies  in  their  pocket.  There  are  20  mini  f 
sacks  to  a  polythene  shipping  outer  and  i 
each  outer  contains  a  descriptive  display  f 
card. 

toothbrush 

tooth/gum  brush  than  any  toothbrush  I 
on  the  market.  Pharmacists  approved  the  I 
packaging,  appearance  of  the  brush  and  I 
display  material. 

The  promotional  campaign  to  dentists 
will  include  a  comprehensive  mailing  cam-  I 
paign  and  frequent  advertising  in  the  lead- 
ing  dental   journals.    Experience   in   the  I 
United  States  has  shown  that  once  the  I 
customer  has  used  Oral-B  he  or  she  will 
use  no  other  brand — an  important  factor  9 
in  this  low  brand  loyalty  market. 

All  three  sizes  of  Oral-B  have  a  recom- 
mended retail  price  of  £0-29  and  are  avail- 
able in  five  translucent  colours.  They  are  I 
supplied  in  attractive  display  outers,  con- 
taining one  dozen  Oral-B.  Distributors  are 
Wigglesworth  Ltd,  Westhoughton,  Bolton, 
Lanes. 


A  'second  generation' 
household  insecticide 


CIBA-Geigy  (UK)  Ltd  have  entered  the 
domestic  insecticide  market  with  the  intro- 
duction of  a  new  controlled  release  in- 
secticide, Fly-tox.  The  product,  claimed 
"a  radical  new  development  in  its  field", 
is  being  distributed  by  Cussons  Group 
Ltd. 

Careful  consideration  has  been  given  to 
the  requirements  of  the  British  market, 
and  the  outcome  is  economical  household 
insect  control  that  maintains  its  initial 
effect  throughout  the  summer.  The  unique 
formulation  of  Fly-tox  block  is  said  to 
enable  a  more  precise  control  of  vapour 
release  than  that  obtained  by  other  forms 
of  vaporiser.  This  precise  control,  which 
ensures  the  same  effectiveness  of  Fly-tox 
block  at  the  end  of  four  months'  use  as 
at  the  beginning,  is  achieved  by  the 
incorporation  of  "co-evaporators"  together 
with  the  insecticide  in  the  basic  wax  block. 
Without  this  precise  control,  vaporisers 
give  off  unnecessarily  high  initial  vapour 
concentrations  merely  so  that  the  gradually 
reducing  release  rate  will  still  result  in 
useful  insecticidal  concentrations  during 
the  third  month.  Fly-tox  is  described  as  a 
"second  generation"  fly  killer  because  its 
new  formula  gives  this  metered  summer 
long  protection. 

In  developing  Fly-tox,  CIBA-Geigy's 
primary  consideration  has  been  to  ensure 
the  total  safety  of  the  product  in  the  hands 
of  the  consumer.  With  this  in  mind,  an 
insecticide,  dichlorvos,  was  chosen  offering 
the  most  useful  combination  of  safety  and 
effectiveness  for  the  control  of  flying  in- 
sects. 

The  principal  property  of  this  insecti- 
cide is  its  high  volatility  resulting  in  the 
rapid  diffusion  of  the  resulting  vapour 
throughout  any  free  air  space.  Only  a 
very  small  amount  of  vapour  is  needed  to 
kill  insects,  many  hundred  times  less  than 
the  amount  that  would  harm  humans. 


The  speed  with  which  insects  are  killed 
by  Fly-tox  is  related  to  their  size,  smaller 
insects  being  killed  more  quickly  than 
large  ones.  Many  traditional  fly  killers 
use  pyrethrum  as  a  killing  agent,  and  a 
large  percentage  of  flies  may  recover  after 
knock-down.  With  Fly-tox  they  stay  down. 

A  major  feature  of  Fly-tox  is  its  control 
cap  which  enables  the  customer  to  vary 
the  evaporator  action  to  suit  the  needs  of 
the  room  to  be  treated.  With  the  control 
cap  fully  off  Fly-tox  controls  insects  in  a 
room  up  to  1,500  cubic  feet;  with  the  cap 
half-way  on  it  gives  the  same  control  in 
smaller  rooms  and  with  the  cap  fully  on 
Fly-tox  can  be  shut-off  when  not  in  use, 
such  as  over  holiday  periods. 

The  packaging  is  safe — because  the 
block  itself  is  protected  by  a  grill,  the 
unit  can  be  handled  without  direct  contact 
with  the  vapour  block.  The  unit  is  de- 
signed to  be  used  either  hanging  or  free 
standing;  and  has  been  designed  to  be 
neat  and  unobtrusive  without  the  obvious 
"flypaper"  look  of  ordinary  strip  insecti- 
cides. 

The  market 

The  market  for  household  insecticides  is 
growing.  In  1967  the  public  spent  over 
£2  million  on  fly  killers.  By  1970  over 
£3m  were  spent  and  growth  continues  to 
be  rapid.  Back  in  1967,  evaporators'  share 
of  the  market  represented  £430,000-worth 
of  the  total  business  but  by  1970  they  had 
captured  half  the  market — £F5m  of 
business. 

Fly-tox  is  expected  to  give  a  further 
boost  to  the  market  for  evaporators.  It 
will  be  introduced  with  a  television  cam- 
paign geared  to  peak  viewing  times  during 
May,  June  and  July,  when  the  public  are 
eager  to  buy  effective  means  of  controlling 
flies.  Recommended  retail  price  is  £0-85, 
and  an  aerosol  version,  which  will  keep 
a  room  clear  of  flies  for  a  day  after  a 
short  burst  of  spray,  will  sell  at  £0-30. 
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Advertisement 


Valuable  Products, 

The  growth  and  profitability  of  a 
Pharmaceutical  Company  is  normally 
dependent  on  its  ability  to  introduce 
successful  new  products.  Pharmaceu- 
tical Projects  Limited,  Ruddington, 
Nottingham,  a  new  consultancy  firm, 
provides  amongst  other  services,  new 
products  on  a  direct  sale,  licence  or 
royalty  basis.  Their  marketing  director, 
P.  Lees,  M.InstM.,  explains  that  their 
stock  of  products  arises  from  four 
main  sources — their  own  research 
aimed  at  the  few  remaining  market 
gaps;  from  other  companies  seeking 
alternative  distribution;  from  overseas 
companies  wishing  to  find  Licencees 
in  the  United  Kingdom  and  from  in- 
dividuals who  have  the  ideas  but  lack 
the  resources.  Obviously,  from  this 
range,  they  have  products  of  vastly 
varying  potential  and  there  should  be 
little  difficulty  in  a  company  finding 
one  to  match  its  resources. 

Another  service  offered  by  this  new 
company  is  that  of  finding  further  pro- 
ducts for  existing  ranges.  Many  com- 
panies, Pharmaceutical  Projects  believe, 
are  marketing  successful  product 
ranges  but  do  not  have  an  R  &  D 
department  or  fresh  ideas  for  extending 
their  range  to  provide  greater  market 
coverage.  Increased  profitability  with 
minimum  risk  is  usually  the  result  of 
range  extension  as  the  new  products 
are  normally  tailored  to  fit  in  to 
existing  production  and  marketing 
programmes. 

As  well  as  formulating  new  products 
Pharmaceutical  Projects  Limited  re- 
formulate and  modernise  existing  lines. 
A  team  of  pharmacists  is  constantly 
engaged  in  the  application  of  recent 
advances  in  drug  use  and  therapy.  A 
complete  design  service  is  also  available 
to  clients. 

Total  market  research  facilities  are 
available  plus  an  inexpensive  and 
somewhat  unique  test  marketing  service 
which,  Mr  Lees  claims,  gives  early 
results  without  revealing  the  product  to 
the  whole  world. 

The  Executive  Directors  of  Pharma- 
ceutical Projects  Limited,  D.  Heath, 
M.P.S.  and  P.  Lees,  M.InstM.,  have 
themselves  had  considerable  experience 
in  developing  product  ideas  through  to 
successful  marketing.  Their  consul- 
tancy staff  includes  Pharmacists,  a 
Doctor  of  Medicine,  Advertising  Ex- 
perts and  Economists,  etc. — a  team 
well  equipped  to  provide  a  valuable 
service  which  has  never  before  been 
available  to  the  pharmaceutical 
industry. 
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Fathers  Day  —  is  it  a 
missed  opportunity 
for  chemists  ? 

Fathers  Day  falls  on  June  18  and  al- 
though on  past  experience  it  is  expected 
to  give  greatly  increased  sales  figures  to 
many  trades,  it  is  questionable  whether 
pharmacists  will  benefit  as  much  as  they 
should. 

There  has  been  co-ordinated  publicity 
for  this  occasion  for  the  past  five  years, 
yet  its  impact  on  men's  toiletry  manufac- 
turers has  been  slow  to  take  effect.  This 
is  shown  by  the  fact  that  only  three  of 
the  17  companies  contacted  by  C&D  are 
producing  point-of-sale  material  incorpor- 
ating a  Fathers  Day  slogan — ShuJton  with 
a  crowner  for  Old  Spice  after  shave, 
Lentheric  with  a  counter  display  unit  and 
headboard  for  Onyx  and  Eyelure  with  a 
Tabac  Original  merchandiser  and  bonus 
terms  to  the  trade  (C&D,  April  22). 

Lentheric  suggest  that  men's  products 
are  gradually  becoming  a  year-round  mar- 
ket and  that  promoting  gift  occasions 
other  than  Christmas  will  encourage  the 
public  to  accept  this  idea.  Eyelure,  how- 
ever, were  prompted  to  mount  their 
scheme  by  there  having  been  a  "sharp 
increase"  in  Tabac  Original  sales  over 
this  period  last  year  as  a  result  of  their 
birthday  zodiac  boost.  Therefore  it  was 
felt  there  was  untapped  potential. 

To  coincide  with  the  event,  Shulton  are 
also  introducing  facsimile  "stowaway"  bot- 
tles of  Old  Spice  and  Burley  after  shave 
at  £0-27  and  £0-30  respectively  with 
separate  display  units  for  each  brand,  a 
new  lOOg  Oriental  Spice  talc  for  men 
(£0-65)  to  be  offered  with  after  shave 
in  a  combination  pack  for  .£0  85,  a  saving 


The  unit  is  designed  to  hold  any  three 
Onyx  products 

of  £0-20,  and  offering"  12g  Old  Spice 
hairdressing  for  £0-37,  £0-05  less  than  the 
normal  recommended  price.  The  after 
shaves  and  hairdressing  are  due  to  be  on 
sale  at  the  end  of  May  and  the  talc 
about  two  weeks  earlier. 

Further  recent  introductions,  which 
would  be  suitable  as  gifts  are: 

□  Coty's  ljoz  Bacchus  after  shave  and 
Cologne  to  be  displayed  along  with  stan- 
dard size  deodorant  and  talc  and  Hoz 
bronzing  after  shave  in  a  counter  unit 

□  Max  Factor's  new  fragrance,  Fresh 
Amber,  supported  by  merchandising  aids 
□Yardley's  Go  Packs,  Black  Label  soap 
and  after  shave  and  Cougar  talc  and  after 
shave 


Win  a  Lilia- White  Mini  in  first  competition 


For  the  first  time  Lilia-White  are  running 
a  national  consumer  competition  on  their 
sanitary  protection  products.  It  is  the 
"Win-a-Mini"  competition.  Prizes  are  three 
"Minis",  300  weekend  cases  and  600  pairs 


Mrs  Betty  Tarry  (right),  marketing  man- 
ager of  Fastidia,  with  a  guest  at  Lilia- 
White  Sales'  recent  cocktail  party  in 
Liverpool 


of  tights.  The  trade  have  a  chance  of 
winning  a  £100  if  they  sell  the  pack  to 
the  winner  of  a  "Mini"  and  there  are  300 
other  prizes. 

In  their  intensive  1972  consumer  adver- 
tising campaign  for  Lil-lets  Lilia-White 
expect  to  reach  95  per  cent  of  girls  in  the 
15-24  age  bracket  at  least  once  weekly. 

Spearheading  the  campaign  will  be 
whole-page  spaces  in  Woman  and 
Woman's  Own,  in  both  full  colour  and 
monotone,  plus  five  other  women's  weekly 
and  monthly  magazines,  and  teenage  media. 

Also  new  for  1972  from  Lilia-White  is 
a  re-designed  pack  that  retains  the  main 
elements  of  the  previous  design  but  has 
been  given  cleaner  and  more  modern 
graphics  for  quicker  recognition  at  the 
point-of-sale. 

The  consumer  advertising  continues  last 
year's  "Today  of  All  Days"  campaign 
theme  with  the  sign-off  line  "You  know 
you  can  trust  Dr  White's".  Media  selected 
are  leading  women's  magazines  including 
Woman,  Woman's  Own,  Woman's  Realm, 
Annabel  and  Flair  (Lilia-White  (Sales) 
Ltd,  Charford  Mills,  Birmingham  8). 


□  Monsieur  Houbigant  55cc  after  shave 
spray  or  bottle  (£1-25)  and  miniature  15cc 
spray  (£0-35) 

□  Monsier  Worth  Sports  Cologne  l|oz 
atomiser  (£L17)  presented  in  an  aqua- 
marine, limestone  and  moss  marbled  box 
and  available  only  as  spring-time  line 

□  Faberge  hand  size  Xanadu  "extra- 
strength"  loz  Cologne  in  a  silver  box 
with  see  through  panel 

□  Gillette  Techmatic  razor  on  reduced 
price  from  £1-19  to  £0  80. 

The  organisers  of  the  generic  Fathers 
Day  publicity,  the  Menswear  Association 
of  Britain,  regret  there  is  no  co-ordinated 
promotional  activity  among  men's  toiletry 
manufacturers,  because  sales  of  these  pro- 
ducts through  meanswear  shops  have  in- 
creased during  the  past  six  years  and  have 
been  particularly  successful  for  this  occa- 
sion. Therefore,  a  spokesman  commented, 
pharmacies  and  other  outlets  could  profit 
similarly. 

The  Association  is  supported  for  the 
event  by  trades  including  hardware, 
jewellers,  do-it-yourself,  newsagents,  book- 
sellers, stationers,  sports  goods  dealers, 
tobacconists,  photographic  dealers  and 
motor  accessory  dealers,  some  reporting 
sales  increases  of  up  to  30  per  cent  during 
the  buying  period. 

Cuticura  shampoo 

To  support  the  launch  of  Cuticura's  mildly 
medicated  shampoo  (see  New  Products, 
page  637),  the  company  are  offering  a 
bonus  to  the  trade  of  12  invoiced  as  10 
on  mixed  parcels  consisting  of  2  doz 
sachets,  1  doz  75cc  bottles  and  \  doz. 
125cc  bottles,  a  consumer  offer  of  a  free 
£0-044  sachet  banded  to  both  sizes  of 
bottle  and  mass  advertising  in  all  the 
leading  monthly  and  weekly  women's 
magazines  beginning  at  the  end  of  this 
month  (Cuticura  Laboratories  Ltd, 
Maidenhead,  Berks). 


Ln  =  London;  M  =  Midland;  Lc  =  Lancashire; 
Y  =  Yorkshire;  Sc  =  Scotland;  WW  =  Wales 
and  West;  So  =  South;  NE  =  North-east:  A  = 
Anglia;  U  =  Ulster;  We  =  Westward;  B  = 
Border;  G  =  Grampian;  E  =  Eireann;  CI  = 
Channel  Islands. 

Astral:  Ln,  M 

Close  up:  All  except  E 

Dry  Action  Shield:  Ln,  Lc,  Y,  So,  NE,  A 

Foot  Guard:  So 

Gillette  Techmatic:  All  areas 

Harmony  hairspray:  All  except  E 

Liquid  Radox:  All  except  U,  E 

Magic  Moments:  Y,  Sc 

Phensic:  M,  WW,  So 

Polaroid   Super   Swinger   cameras:  All 

areas 

Polaroid  sunglasses:  All  areas 

Pond's  cold  cream:  NE 

Q-tips  cotton  swabs:  NE 

Reban:  All  except  E 

Signal:  All  except  E 

Sure  deodorant:  All  except  E 

Tempo:  All  except  E 

US  bath  additive:  All  except  E 

Wilkinson  Sword  razor  blades:  All  except 

E 

Wisdom:  All  except  E 

Yardley  mini  sprays:  All  except  E 
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ed  Polaroid  Clip-ons, 
you  do  too? 

The  eye-opening  fact  is  that  over 
half  the  population  have  to  wear 
spectacles. 

And  carft,  therefore,wear  Polaroid 

I  sunglasses. 

For  them,  we  make  Polaroid 
clip-ons.  Which  have  all  the 
advantages  of  our  sunglasses:  they're 
scratch-proof,  shatter-resistant  and 
can  eliminate  up  to  99%  of  reflected 
glare. 

Yet,  for  all  that,  cost  from  only 
£1.50  to  £2.00. 

To  help  bring  these  facts  before 
your  bespectacled  customers'  eyes, 
weVe  designed  a  counter  display. 
Which  illustrates  all  seven  styles. 

The  display  is  yours  (providing 
stocks  last)  if  you  make  just  one 
order  of  clip-ons. 

Surely  not  too  much  to  ask  of 
you. 

Especially  now  you  know  the 
number  of  potential  customers. 

Polaroid  Clip-ons. 

raid"  is  a  registered  trade  mark  of  Polaroid  Corporation,  Cambridge,  Mass.,U.S. A.  Polaroid  (U.K.)  Ltd.,  Rosanne  House,  Welwyn  Garden  City,  Hertfordshire. 
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COMPANY  PB0H1E 

'British-made'  comes 
to  sunglasses 

There  can  be  few  companies  able  to  boast, 
as  do  Birchware,  that  they  alone  have 
made  Britain  a  significant  exporter  of  a 
product  previously  almost  exclusively  im- 
ported. 

Yet  Birchware  is  a  name  that  few  would 
recognise — though  their  products  are  likely 
to  be  on  the  counters  of  every  chemist 
who  goes  in  for  sunglasses.  The  reason  is 
that,  although  the  company  manufactures 
for  many  of  the  best  known  names  in  the 
business,  its  own  mark  is  never  applied  to 
the  finished  article.  But,  while  anonymity  is 
the  rule,  it  is  a  fairly  safe  bet  that  most 
of  the  mass-produced  sunglasses  bearing 
that  "Made  in  Britain"  tag  have  originated 
in  Birchware's  Tunbridge  Wells  factory. 
One  supplier  has  not  chosen  to  keep  this 
source  of  supply  secret — the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Union,  whose  Nu-look 
range  is  produced  exclusively  by  Birch- 
ware. The  NPU  is  obviously  aware  of  the 
reputation  this  supplier  has  built  for  itself 
in  just  a  few  years. 

Back  room  start 

The  company's  story  began  some  15 
years  ago  when  Michael  Birch  started 
cutting  spectacle  frames  from  plastic  sheet 
stock  in  a  Tunbridge  Wells  back  room. 
Soon  he  moved  to  a  modest  factory  and 
later  became  the  chairman  and  sole  pro- 
prietor of  Michael  Birch  Designs  Ltd,  now 
part  of  Birch-Stigmat  Ltd — who  are  still, 
as  a  member  of  the  Birch  Group,  major 
manufacturers  of  spectacle  frames. 

A  sunglass  pattern  at  the  design  stage 


Birchware  Ltd 


Birchware,  founded  as  Birch  Engineer- 
ing Ltd,  came  on  the  scene  some  seven 
or  eight  years  after  the  operation  began. 
Its  expertise  lay  in  injection  moulding, 
and  it  was  perhaps  natural  that  with  its 
optical  connections  the  company  should 
look  in  the  direction  of  sunglass  manufac- 
ture for  new  business.  And  that  business 
has  boomed. 

Latest  equipment 

To  describe  even  the  injection-moulded 
sunglass  as  "mass  produced"  is,  in  the 
normally  accepted  sense  of  the  term, 
"enough  to  make  a  production  line  con- 
troller weep".  Birchware  are  relatively  new 
to  the  business,  they  have  the  latest 
equipment,  their  output  is  enormous — yet 
every  pair  of  sunglasses  turned  out  has 
necessarily  been  handled  many  times  over. 

It  starts  with  the  moulding.  This  has  to 
be  done  slowly,  the  granule  fill  needing  to 
be  even  because  of  stresses  to  which  the 
frame  will  be  subjected  in  use.  Alterna- 
tively, the  frame  will  be  cut  from  sheet 
stock  on  a  routing  machine  which  faith- 
fully reproduces  the  outlines  of  a  metal 
pattern.  Next  comes  barreling — a  process 
of  three  stages  in  which  the  frames  are 
tumbled  with  pumice  balls  and  wood  chips, 
oils  and  powders,  for  periods  up  to  15 
hours  at  a  time  (rather  like  a  polishing 
stage  in  tablet  coating)  to  produce  the 
kind  of  finish  we  expect  on  a  quality 
sunglass  frame. 

The  subsequent  stages  are  almost  en- 
tirely dependent  on  manual  skills — drilling 
to  take  the  pins,  fixing  the  arms,  "spring- 


ing in"  the  plastic  lenses  (though  these 
are  shaped  automatically  from  blanks),  fix- 
ing labels  and  cartoning.  These  processes, 
then,  are  required  to  make  over  80  styles, 
most  supplied  in  a  variety  of  colours  and 
lenses  and,  with  some  non-exclusive  lines, 
under  more  than  one  label. 

So  far  we  have  talked  only  of  the  sun- 
glass supplied  in  self-coloured  plastic — the 
coated  ones  have  many  more  stages  still. 

The  base  plastic  for  most  frames  is  one 
of  the  cellulosics,  but  for  the  metalised 
a  copolymer,  ABS  (acrylonitrile  butadiene 
styrene),  is  used.  After  the  frame  has  been 
moulded  its  surface  is  "keyed"  for  the 
metal  layers  by  an  acid  etch.  There  follow 
in  sequence  a  dip  treatment  using  tin,  then 
electrolytic  applications  of  copper,  nickel, 
and  finally  chrome.  It  is  the  thickness  of 
the  nickel  layer  that  gives  the  sunglass 
the  quality  look. 

Metal  side  arms  also  require  several 
"treatments".  Bought  in  as  strip  steel, 
they  need  stamping  and  plating  before  the 
plastic  ear  pieces  are  attached — and  they 
are  still  not  part  of  the  sunglass! 


Polarising  lenses 

Birchware  also  cut  aluminium  alloy 
frames  from  sheet  stock,  and  these  may 
be  finished  in  black,  silver  or  gold  by 
anodising.  For  glasses  with  polarising  len- 
ses, top  grade  cellulosics  must  be  used  to 
prevent  the  material  attacking  the  lens 
laminate. 

From  the  above  description  of  the 
manufacturing  process,  it  will  be  realised 
that  "tooling  up"  for  a  new  season  is  a 
long  and  costly  exercise.  Birchware  have 
eight  designers  working  under  a  design 
director  to  originate  styles  and  to  trans- 
late customers'  proposals  into  production- 
run  realities.  Customers  choose  between 
December  and  April  what  they  hope  to  sell 
the  following  season— they're  buying  now 
for  1973,  that  is.  However,  Birchware  are 
able  to  turn  out  a  new  design  in  a  matter 
of  only  10-12  weeks  if  fashion  takes  an  un- 
expected twist. 

Export  output 

As  we  said  earlier,  Birchware  make  for 
brand-name  suppliers — some  15  in  the 
UK.  But  following  an  overseas  tour  by 
marketing  director  Mr  Saxty,  they  now 
produce  for  10  companies  abroad,  to  the 
extent  of  exporting  25  per  cent  of  the 
output.  On  top  of  this,  some  well-known 
British  importers  of  sunglasses  have 
suddenly  moved  into  the  export  business 
themselves  with  their  own  exclusive 
"British  Made"  designs — manufactured,  of 
course,  by  Birchware. 

In  1969,  the  merchant  bankers  Schroder 
Wagg  took  a  controlling  interest  in  the 
Michael  Birch  Group,  and  since  then  there 
has  been  considerable  company  regroup- 
ing. 

Obviously,  Birchware's  potential  was 
well  recognised  in  financial  circles — and, 
as  we  have  seen,  it  is  bearing  fruit  both  for 
the  investors  and  for  Britain. 
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COMMENT 


Increasing  need  for  foot  care 

Foot  care  is  an  aspect  of  day-to-day  trading  that  can 
provide  profit  for  the  pharmacist. 

The  traditional  turnover  from  corn  plasters  and  remedies 
has  been  reinforced  by  sandals  and  aerosols  and  now  the 
possible  extension  of  the  market  is  highlighted  by  the 
Institute  of  Chiropodists'  appeal  for  more  research  into 
the  effect  of  modern  footwear. 

In  shoes  as  in  almost  every  aspect  of  life  the  synthetic 
material  is  replacing  in  some  degree  the  natural  leathers. 
About  30  per  cent  of  women's  shoes  now  have  imperme- 
able synthetic  upper  materials  and  less  than  9  per  cent 
of  the  dress  shoes  made  in  Great  Britain  have  leather 
soles. 

The  Institute  of  Chiropodists  reports  its  members  are 
meeting  an  increasing  number  of  cases  of  foot  reactions 
but  so  far  there  is  only  a  limited  literature  that  can  be 
said  to  positively  link  the  synthetic  materials  with  the 
reactions. 

Problem  of  sweat  dispersal 

However,  the  recent  report  "Sweat  Disposal  from  Foot- 
wear and  Health  and  Hygiene  of  Foot  Skin",  by  L.  Geoffrey 
Hole,  Shoe  and  Allied  Trades  Research  Association,  covers 
a  wide  range  of  topics  "but  the  connecting  thread  has 
been  the  possible  problem  accompanying  high  levels  of 
sweat  accumulation  which  will  occur  if  impermeable  shoes 
for  men  and  children  are  introduced  on  a  large  scale  in 
Great  Britain".  He  ends  '"with  respect  to  the  condition  of 
the  skin  of  the  foot  in  healthy  and  deseased  feet  it  is 
a  development  deserving  of  our  awareness". 

The  paper  was  given  at  the  symposium  on  Skin  organ- 
ised by  the  Society  of  Cosmetic  Chemists  of  Great  Britain 
in  Oxford  recently  (see  p  648). 

Indicative  of  the  extent  of  the  problem  is  the  recent 
arrival  on  the  market  of  a  product  designed  specifically 
to  "deodorise"  shoes.  This  is  said  to  kill  both  bacteria 
that  produce  the  unpleasant  odours  and  the  fungi  that 
may  destroy  leather  components. 


The  maintenance  of  foot  hygiene  is  becoming  increas- 
ingly a  technical  topic — which  should  give  the  pharmacist 
the  edge  in  meeting  High  Street  competition  in  this  market. 

Pitfalls  of  insurance 

Pharmacists  are  probably  like  everyone  else  when  it  comes 
to  insurance  policies — usually,  it  is  not  until  there  is  an 
accident  or  disaster  of  some  kind  that  they  look  closely  at 
their  policies.  At  this  stage,  however,  it  is  too  late  to  make 
any  changes  to  the  policy  if,  for  one  reason  or  another,  the 
particular  disaster  is  not  covered. 

It  is  especially  important,  therefore,  when  any  insurance 
is  arranged  to  see  if  any  modification  should  be  needed. 
Since,  for  many  types  of  insurance,  there  are  a  variety  of 
different  forms  of  cover  in  the  market,  choosing  the  right 
insurer  in  the  first  place  can  be  particularly  important.  An 
incorporated  insurance  broker  can  obviously  give  practical 
guidance  here,  since  he  will  know  the  whole  market,  and 
which  policy  is  likely  to  be  most  suitable — and  whether  it 
should  be  amended. 

Once  there  has  been  a  loss  or  damage,  or  an  accident  of 
any  kind,  there  is  a  more  or  less  set  procedure  to  make  sure 
that  the  claim  will  be  settled  as  quickly  as  possible.  In  the 
first  place,  if  anyone  else  has  been  injured,  or  their  property 
has  been  damaged,  no  admission  of  liability  should  be 
made.  This  could  prejudice  the  position  of  the  insurers, 
and  they  could  therefore  be  within  their  rights  to  void  the 
policy  altogether. 

Since  it  is  the  insurers'  money  which  is  at  stake  when 
there  is  a  claim,  the  policy  holder  should  try  to  keep  the 
loss  to  the  absolute  minimum,  advising  them  at  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  what  has  happened,  so  that  they  can  take 
action  such  as  inspect  damage  or  the  scene  of  a  mishap. 

The  general  rule  is  that  temporary  repairs,  solely  to  pre- 
vent further  damage  being  caused,  can  be  put  in  hand 
straight  away.  Usually,  the  sooner  these  are  started,  the 
less  will  be  the  overall  cost.  Full  scale  repairs  or  replace- 
ment should  be  deferred  until  the  insurers  have  had  the 
chance  to  inspect  the  damage,  or  to  send  along  an  indepen- 
dent adjuster. 


/  am  puzzled  over  the  treatment 
of  interest  for  corporation  tax.  I 
understand  that  interest  is  not  an 
allowable  deduction  in  computing 
profits,  but  on  the  other  hand  I  am 
told  that  "charges",  which  I  gather 
include  interest  can  be  deducted. 
What  is  the  position,  please? 
You  are  correct  in  saying  that  interest 
cannot  be  deducted  in  computing  profits 
for  corporation  tax.  It  must  be  appreciated 
that  interest  charged  in  the  profit  and  loss 
account  includes  all  interest  accrued  due 
up  to  the  date  of  the  accounts.  Once 
the  profits  have  been  computed  a  deduc- 


tion is  allowed  therefrom  for  charges 
actually  paid.  This  may  be  a  different 
figure;  moreover,  if  the  charges  paid  ex- 
ceed the  profits,  the  excess  may  be  avail- 
able to  carry  forward  and  may  be  lost. 

s 

What  will  be  the  position  for  the 
purposes  of  VAT  when  selling  drugs 
and  making  up  prescriptions? 

The  supply  of  medicines  and  appliances 
on  prescription  falls  within  Group  13  of 
the  Fourth  Schedule  of  the  Finance  Bill 
as  being  zero-rated.  This  means  that  no  tax 
is  to  be  charged  by  the  chemist  making  up 
the  prescription  but  he  can  obtain  repay- 
ment of  tax  paid  to  his  suppliers.  Patent 
medicines  sold  over  the  counter  do  not 
fall  within  the  schedule,  however,  and  are 
therefore  taxable  (see  also  C&D,  March 
25.  p  409). 


Management  Perspectives  in  Retailing. 

Ronald  R.  Gist  (editor).  John  Wiley  & 
Sons  Ltd,  Baffins  Lane,  Chichester, 
Sussex.  10  x  6|in.  Pp  389.  Soft  cover. 
£3-25. 

This  is  the  second  edition,  and,  according 
to  the  preface,  almost  60  per  cent  of  the 
articles  are  new.  spread  through  the  1 1 
parts  of  the  volume.  An  additional  sec- 
tion comprises  four  articles  on  the  com- 
puter and  retail  management,  one  of  them 
demonstrating  how  useful  the  computer 
has  proved  in  small  businesses.  Most 
chapters  are  of  American  origin,  but  there 
is  one  from  the  United  Kingdom  giving 
the  case  for  resale  price  maintenance. 
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ADVERTS 
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PASTERS 
WILL  RE 
HELPING 
YOU  TO  SELL.. 


CARNATION 

FOOT  COMFORTS 

CORN  CAPS  •CORN  PAINT 
CALLOUS  CAPS  •  CORN  RINGS 
BUNION  RINGS  •CHIROPODY  FELT 
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Foot  care  market  poised 
for  a  rapid  advance 


By  A.  F.  L.  Deeson,  MA,  PhD,  DSc 

Jokes  about  sweaty  feet  and  smelly  socks, 
beloved  of  generations  of  schoolboys, 
have  been  steadily  losing  ground  over  the 
past  20  years — no  doubt  due,  at  least  in 
part,  to  ever-increasing  standards  of 
personal  hygiene. 

But  for  many  adults,  feet  that  perspire 
too  lavishly  can  be  a  very  real,  embarrass- 
ing problem.  The  aerosol  spray  "foot 
refresher"  is  an  obvious  follow-on  to  the 
underarm  deodorant  and  there  are  con- 
siderable indications  that  this  year  this 
sector  of  the  foot  market  will  really  take 
off,  encouraged  by  extensive  promotions 
and  the  introduction  of  a  number  of  new 
products. 

Worth  around  £750.000  at  retail  selling 
prices  in  1971,  a  number  of  manufacturers 
believe  the  market  is  going  to  soar  rapidly 
over  the  next  two  years  as  increasing 
numbers  of  sufferers  get  the  message  and 
start  to  use  aerosols.  Our  own  research 
indicates  that  many  people  still  use  talcum 
powder  as  a  remedy  and  the  competition's 
task  will  be  to  convince  these  users  of  the 
effective  convenience  of  the  aerosol  pack 
and  to  build  up  greater  awareness  among 
others — men  as  well  as  women — that  foot 
freshness  at  all  times  is  hygienically  and 
socially  desirable. 

My  own  view  is  that  in  this  area  of 
foot  preparations  the  manufacturers  really 
mean  business  and  the  alert  pharmacist 
should  consider  ways  and  means  of  ex- 
ploiting this  growth  market,  especially 
now  the  summer  is  before  us. 

Aerosol  foot  sprays 

One  of  the  first  products  in  this  field  was 
originally  launched  a  decade  ago — Amplex 
Footfresh — perhaps  ahead  of  its  time.  But 
in  1971  the  pack  was  changed  and  re- 
styled  as  a  companion  to  the  Amplex 
range  of  underarm  deodorants  and  breath 
tablets  and  capsules,  and  is  now  all  set 
to  take  advantage  of  the  current  trend. 
This  products  sells  exclusively  through 
chemists  and  drug  stores.  Display  outers 
and  other  point-of-sale  material  are 
available. 

Scholl  introduced  an  aerosol  foot  anti- 
perspirant  last  year.  Apart  from  Scholl's 
79  own  outlets,  they  claim  some  8,000 
independent  chemists  who  are  active 
account  holders.  They  plan  a  promotional 
budget  for  1972  for  all  their  foot  care 
products  which  will  represent  a  45  per 
cent  increase  over  their  1971  spending. 
The  other  foot  care  products  launched  by 
Scholl  in  1971  include  Clear  Jade, 
Smoothaway,  antiseptic  foot  balm,  en- 
riched skin  food,  and  a  deodorant. 

Scholl  anticipate  continued  growth  in 
the  cosmetic  foot  care  market  for  at  least 
the  next  five  years,  with  a  target  market 
of  women  from  18-35  years  old.  The 
social  structure  of  the  market  is  widening 


rapidly  and,  while  a  few  years  ago  it  was 
confined  to  the  ABC1  sector,  Scholl  find 
it  is  becoming  increasingly  widely  backed 
both  socially  and  regionally. 

One  of  the  undoubted  leaders  in  foot 
sprays  are  Beecham  with  their  Germolene 
medicated  foot  spray — a  medicated  aches 
and  pains  remedy  which  is  in  the  "cure" 
rather  than  "care"  market  and  contains 
hexachlorophane  and  dichlorophen  for 
anti-bacterial  and  fungicidal  action.  Test 
marketed  in  1970,  it  went  national  in  1971 
and  is  basically  a  chemist's  product  with 
85  per  cent  of  sales  through  pharmaceu- 
tical outlets. 

Beecham  have  also  just  introduced  Cool 
Foot,  a  deodorant  foot  refresher,  giving 
relief  to  hot,  tired  feet  and  day-long 
deodorant  protection.  A  heavyweight 
advertising  campaign  has  been  launched 
in  the  women's  magazines  and  at  the  time 
of  writing  display  packs  and  bonus  terms 
are  available.  Cool  Foot  is  based  on 
irgasan,  a  bactericide,  and  dichlorophen. 

Another  1972  introduction  is  Radox 
footspray  (Nicholas  Products),  which  is 
being  predominantly  distributed  through 
chemists.  There  has  been  a  launch  bonus 
and  consumer  advertising  this  summer  will 
be  in  the  nationals  and  specialised  sports 
magazines.  Nicholas  Products  believe  that 
a  breakthrough  is  coming  in  the  UK 
aerosol  foot  refresher  and  deodorant  mar- 
ket, just  as  it  is  already  big  business  in 
the  USA  and  Europe.  Radox  foot  spray 
has  hexachlorophane  and  dichlorophen  as 
the  two  active  ingredients.  Wire  containers 
are  available  holding  six  aerosol  cans  in 
a  shrink  cellophane  wrapping. 

A  well-established  aerosol  product  is 
Pickles  healthy  feet  spray  (also  available 
as  a  cream)  and  selling  almost  exclusively 
through  chemists.  Avon  also  have  a  widely 
distributed  foot  spray.  Gerhardt  Pharma- 
ceuticals manufacture  Foot  Cool,  a  re- 
fresher-deodorant which  was  introduced 
in  March  this  year.  Chlorhexidine  is  the 
active  ingredient  and  the  manufacturers 
suggest  it  may  be  sprayed  through  the 
socks  or  stockings. 

Gillette  have  plans  to  enter  the  aerosol 
foot  care  market  this  year.  In  the  USA 
they  have  Foot  Guard,  which  is  a  spray 
powder. 

Corn  and  callous  pads 

This  is  a  small  area  of  the  total  market 
with  little  or  no  growth.  More  money  to 
buy  good  footwear,  a  better  appreciation 
of  the  dangers  of  ill-fitting  shoes  and  the 
spread  of  chiropody  clinics  have  all  de- 
pressed this  sector,  although  Scholl 
claim  to  be  increasing  their  brand  shares. 

Freezone  corn  remover  (ICC)  is  one  of 
the  brand  leaders,  extensively  advertised 
in  the  national  and  provincial  Press  and 
the  women's  magazines.  A  compact  hang- 
ing  card   containing   a   dozen   packs  is 


available.  Another  famous,  traditional 
leader  is  Cuxson  Gerrard's  Carnation,  sold 
95  per  cent  through  chemists.  Pedosan 
corn  plasters  and  callous  plasters  (Broca- 
pharm)  are  sold  exclusively  through 
chemists. 

Creams,  lotions  and  balms 

Here  is  the  traditional  end  of  the  market, 
which  in  sterling  terms  is  growing  at 
around  7  per  cent  per  annum.  Many 
products  in  this  sector,  worth  around 
£300,000  at  rsp,  are  antiseptic  or  fungi- 
cidal and  directed  towards  specific  foot 
conditions.  Reckitt  &  Colman's  Valpeda  is 
an  example — a  "general  purpose  foot 
cream  especially  suitable  for  the  treatment 
of  athlete's  foot  and  other  fungicidal  skin 
ailments". 

The  topical  fungicidal  brand  leader  is 
Mycil  (BDH  Pharmaceuticals)  with  over 
40  per  cent  of  sales,  followed  by  Tina- 
derm  (Glaxo)  with  about  25  per  cent. 
Both  are  chemist-only  preparations,  either 
promoted  by  the  pharmacist  or  prescribed 
on  the  NHS  for  the  relief  of  athlete's 
foot  (tinea  pedis),  a  condition  which  may 
be  on  the  increase.  Glaxo  have  just  made 
available  new  point-of-sale  stands  for 
Tinaderm,  which  contains  the  antifungal 
substance  tolnaftate. 

Sek  (ICC)  is  another  ointment  prepara- 
tion for  athlete's  foot  and  contains  sodium 
propionate,  sodium  caprylate,  propionic 
acid,  zinc  caprylate  and  dioctyl  sodium 
sulphosuccinate. 

Pickles  offer  Pickles  ointment  for  hard 
skin  and  corns  (in  tubes  and  tins)  and 
which  has  been  marketed  for  almost  100 
years;  healthy  feet  cream,  and  Wartex,  a 
wart  ointment  which  is  used  for  treating 
verrucae. 

On  the  cosmetic  side  Pretty  Feet  (Scott 
&  Bowne)  is  a  brand  leader  in  the  lotions, 
which  is  also  available  in  roll-on  form. 
Described  as  a  moisturising  lotion  for 
creaming  away  rough,  dry  or  flaky  skin 
it  has  about  40  per  cent  of  total  sales  in 
this  area. 

Tred  (Coates  &  Cooper)  is  a  cream  for 
the  relief  of  tired,  aching,  perspiring  feet, 
wholly  sold  through  chemists.  Very  im- 
portant in  this  sector  is  the  Scholl  range 
already  mentioned. 

Stockings 

John  Haywood  of  Derby  invented  one- 
way stretch  elastic  stockings  nearly  100 
years  ago.  Today  there  are  an  estimated 
five  million  women  in  the  UK  who  suffer 
with  varicose  veins  and  need  the  support 
of  elastic  stockings,  plus  those  who  require 
them  in  pregnancy. 

As  a  rule  such  stockings  are  obtained 
on  NHS  prescription  through  a  pharma- 
cist. But  there  is  also  growing  demand. 

Continued  on  p  648 
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THE  FOOTCARE  MARKET 


Continued  from  previous  page 
stimulated  by  the  manufacturers,  for  sup- 
port hosiery.  Most  of  this  business  (about 
95  per  cent)  goes  through  departmental 
stores  and  women's  shops  but  chemists, 
who  make  them  available  alongside  sur- 
gical stockings,  report  encouraging  busi- 
ness, and  in  the  last  year  Elbeo  have  in- 
creased their  sales  to  chemists  by  20  per 
cent. 

The  current  value  of  the  support  hosiery 
market  is  around  £2  million  rsp  and  grow- 
ing at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent  per  year. 
Brand  leader  is  Elbeo  with  40-50  per  cent 
of  the  market,  with  Pretty  Polly,  Charnos 
and  Ballito  sharing  about  35  per  cent  in 
more  or  less  equal  proportions.  Prices 
vary  from  £0-64  to  £6  00  per  pair. 

Scholl  have  just  launched  their  new 
Trimma  tights  in  the  support  field,  re- 
tailing at  £2-95  with  a  chemist's  margin 
of  274  per  cent,  and  very  heavily  sup- 
ported by  consumer  advertising.  A  feature 
of  Trimma  tights  is  that  they  are  made 
with  graduated  support  for  ankles,  calves 
and  thighs. 

Scholl,  of  course,  have  been  in  the 
surgical  hosiery  business  for  over  40 
years  and  produce  a  complete  range  of 
NHS  stockings.  Lastonet  are  one  of  the 
market  leaders  here  with  a  brand  range 
and  a  company-estimated  40  per  cent 
share  in  unit  terms  of  those  orders  which 
pass  through  chemists'  hands. 


Exercise  sandals 

Finally  in  the  battle  for  foot  comfort  we 
come  to  exercise  sandals  and  clogs — a 
Scholl-dominated  market  (about  85  per 
cent  of  the  total)  and  which  will  be 
heavily  advertised  by  television,  posters, 
cinema  films  and  in  the  women's  Press 
this  summer. 

This  year  Scholl  expect  to  sell  over 
one  million  pairs  of  their  exercise  sandals 
from  a  range  including  children's,  women's 
and  men's.  Also,  new  clog  colours  have 
been  introduced  (clogs  have  a  covered 
front). 

Increasing  sales 

By  and  large,  the  foot  care  market  is  on 
the  march  to  bigger  sales  and  greater 
profits.  The  aerosol  sprays  are  natural 
for  promotion  this  year  and  the  enter- 
prising pharmacist  can  also  do  more  with 
surgical  and  support  hosiery  and  exercise 
sandals  by  cashing-in  on  the  current 
trends. 

It  is  the  old,  old  story  of  integrated 
display,  of  making  up  a  "foot  bar"  to 
display  complementary  products  and  giv- 
ing the  display  a  prominent  position  at 
the  time  of  peak  sales  during  the  summer 
months. 

For  many  preparations  there  is  an 
elemant  of  impulse  buying  and,  backed 
by  the  heavy  advertising  in  many  sectors 
this  year,  showing  will  surely  mean  selling. 


Footwear 
clanger 
to  feet 


A  call  for  more  research  into  the  effec 
of   footwear  made   from   synthetic  sub 
stances  has  been  made  by  the  Institute  o 
Chiropodists.  It  is  suggested  that  material 
other  than  leather  from  which  boots  an< 
shoes  are  now  almost  exclusively  made 
threaten  new  dangers  to  feet.  Patients  an 
said  to   be  increasingly  complaining  o: 
abnormal    tenderness   with   a   feeling  oi. 
burning    and    tingling;    feet   and  ankles 
become   red   and   swollen   and   there  if 
itching  between  the  toes. 

It  is  thought  that  the  symptoms  are 
caused  by  lack  of  ventilation,  which  it  i< 
believed  is  a  feature  of  synthetic  sub- 
stances and  the  consequence  is  that  the 
skin  becomes  hot  and  moist,  producing 
favourable  conditions  for  fungi  and  fool 
faults  to  develop.  The  Shoe  and  Allied 
Trade  Research  Association  is  to  be 
asked  to  co-operate  with  the  Institute  to 
confirm  what  its  members  are  reporting. 

Although  other  factors  could  influence 
foot  health  the  influence  of  sweat 
accumulation  is  believed  to  be  the 
most  important  aspect  because  of  its  direct 
effect   on   the   mechanical   properties  of 
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foot  skin,  the  physicomechanical  proper- 
ties of  the  shoe  materials  and  micro- 
biological growth  on  the  skin  and  shoe 
materials. 

These  aspects  have  already  been  com- 
mented upon  in  a  paper  by  L.  Geoffrey 
Hole  in  which  he  also  pointed  out  the 
potential  of  sweat  for  extracting  sub- 
stances from  shoe  materials  which  can 
cause  dermatitis. 

Dampest  regions 

The  dampest  regions  of  the  foot,  states 
Hole,  are  around  the  toes,  the  plantar 
surface  and  the  heel.  This  is  consistent 
with  the  medical  evidence  for  the  usual 
sites  for  lesions  (toe  webs)  and  the  growth 
of  pathogenic  microorganisms,  eg,  pitted 
keratolysis  on  the  plantar  surface  in 
extremely  wet  conditions. 

The  dampest  parts  of  the  foot  are  also 
the  main  pressure  point  regions.  Investiga- 
tions of  foot  infections  among  military 
personnel  has  conclusively  established  the 
adverse  effect  of  excess  moisture  in  foot- 
wear. 

Some  military  patients  after  wearing 
tropical  boots  during  two  weeks'  combat 
required  two  to  three  weeks'  hospitalisa- 
tion when  a  40  per  cent  formalin  ointment 
was  the  most  effective  therapy.  Hole's 
paper,  which  was  presented  at  the  sym- 
posium on  skin  organised  by  the  Society 
of  Cosmetic  Chemists  of  Gt  Britain,  in 
Oxford  recently,  states  "it  is  conceivable 
that  the  use  of  foot  powders  may  increase 
as  a  result  of  a  lack  of  awareness  by  the 
public  that  their  shoes  are  not  permeable". 


Folklore  in  medicine 


Throughout  the  world  many  rituals  have  arisen  from  man's  belief  in  the  healing  power 
of  the  sun.  The  Cherokees,  for  example  (shown  in  the  picture)  always  collected  bark, 
roots  and  branches  for  medicinal  purposes  from  the  east  side  of  the  tree  because  they 
believed  that  more  of  the  sun's  power  was  absorbed  on  this  side.  The  illustration 
is  from  an  exhibition  organised  by  Burroughs  Wellcome  for  doctors,  and  entitled 
'Folklore  in  Medicine'.  It  consists  of  40  paintings  depicting  folklore  remedies  for 
various  ailments  and  is  being  held  at  the  British  Medical  Association  headquarters 
from  April  28  to  July  7 


sat  new  market. 


Beecham  introduce  Cool  Foot. 

A  tingling  refresher  that's  an 
all-day  deodorant  for  feet. 
And  we  know  for  a  fact  that 
there  are  millions  of  hot,  tired 
feet  who  are  ready  to  buy  it. 

Beecham  are  backing  Cool 
Foot  with  bright,  impactful 
advertising -tested  to  be  sure 
it  works.  And  it's  concentrated 
in  all  the  right  magazines  so  our 
target  female  audience  will 
really  see  it. 

Cool  Foot  comes  from 
Beecham  into  a  ready,  expand- 
ing market.  What  could  be  a 
better  combination  than  that? 


New 

Cool  Foot 
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rt  from 
nstant  Pictures 
they'll  also  take 
lot  of  money 


The  new  Polaroid  instant  picture  camera  for  only  £7.30. 
Right  in  the  market  where  80°,,  of  all  still  cameras  are 
sold.  Super  Swinger  makes  crisp  finished  pictures  in 
seconds,  using  only  Polaroid  Type  87  black  and  white 
square  format  pack  film.  Super  Swinger's  built-in  flash 
gun  uses  inexpensive  AG3  bulbs. 

With  Polaroid's  planned  massive  advertising  support  on 
network  television,  this  camera  will  make  a  major 
contribution  to  your  total  photographic  business. 


This  is  the  most  versatile  of  Polaroid's  square  format 
instant  picture  cameras,  yet  costs  only  £16.95^Colorpack 
80  -  not  only  accepts  Polaroid  Type  88  film  to 
give  great  colour  prints  in  a  minute.  It  will  also  accept 
Polaroid  Type  87  pack  film  to  give  crisp  finished  black- 
and-white  pictures  in  seconds.  The  flashgun  built  into 
the  camera,  uses  four-shot  flashcubes. 
Polaroid  has  planned  a  dramatic  colour  advertising 
campaign  for  Colorpack  cameras  and  so  your  share  of 
this  market  segment  should  expand  even  more. 


Contact  your  local  Vestric  branch  or  representative  now. 


Suggested  Retail  Prices 


Vestric  Ltd 


'Polaroid"  and  "Swinger"  are  trade  marks  of  Polaroid  Corporation,  Cambridge,  Mass  ,  U.S.A. 
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*  Community  pharmacies 
must  survive'  says  MP 


"We  must  ensure  that  local  pharmacies 
last  week. 

Referring  to  the  effect  of  health  centres 
on  the  pharmaceutical  service  at  the 
Royal  Society  of  Health's  congress  in 
Eastbourne,  he  said  the  situation  could 
be  helped  by  the  setting  up  of  consortia. 

Mr  Fowler  felt  the  pharmacy  was 
possibly  the  ideal  centre  for  the  dis- 
semination of  health  advice.  He  agreed 
with  Mr  Bannerman  (C&D,  April  29, 
p602),  that  in  the  future  much  more 
emphasis  would  be  placed  on  health 
education  campaigns. 

Because  of  the  pharmacist's  unique 
position  in  the  Health  Service — as  the 
public  regarded  him  as  one  of  them 
rather  than  set  apart  and  because  people 
did  not  only  visit  pharmacies  when  ill — 
health  education  was  a  logical  and  natural 
extension  of  the  pharmacist's  role. 

One  point  that  needed  to  be  got  over 
more  to  the  public  and  the  general  medical 
practitioner  was  a  recognition  of  the 
pharmacist's  training. 

Speaking  about  the  re-organisation  of 
the  Health  Service,  Mr  Fowler  said  that 
in  the  present  structure  there  were  nearly 
700  separate  administering  authorities.  In 
the  past  boundaries  had  not  coincided. 
Unification  was  a  logical  step  to  meet 
future  demands. 

Need  for  practice-based  advice 

The  key  to  the  achievement  of  the  changes 
was  their  acceptability  both  to  health 
practitioners  and  the  public.  There  was  a 
clear  need  for  strong  practice-based  advice 
to  be  available  at  every  level  of  the  new 
structure. 

He  would  expect  that  area  pharmacists 
would  have  direct  access  to  the  people  in 
charge  and  at  the  same  time  contact  with 
individual  contractors. 

There  was  at  the  moment  difficulty  with 
getting  information  out  to  peripheral  ser- 
vices. The  recent  situation  regarding 
products  containing  hexachlorophane 
illustrated  that.  Following  a  statement 
about  hexachlorophane  in  Parliament  on 
a  Friday  the  first  that  pharmacists  heard 
of  the  announcement  was  on  television 
and  in  the  Press.  It  was  not  until  the 
following  Tuesday  that  they  received 
letters  from  the  Department  of  Health. 

The  new  regional  and  area  administra- 
tion could  assist  here  in  speeding  up  the 
dissemination  of  knowledge.  They  would 
have  the  responsibility  of  devising  chan- 
nels for  such  information. 

A  flow  of  information  in  both  direc- 
tions would  be  necessary.  There  was  no 
scheme  now  to  collect  information  from 
individual  pharmacists  who,  for  instance, 
became  quickly  aware  of  the  incidence 
of  disease  in  a  particular  area.  That 
again  should  be  organised  by  the  men  in 
regional  and  area  posts. 

During  discussion  later  in  the  meeting 
Mr  Fowler  said  that  it  was  extraordinary 
that  in  the  past  the  pharmacist's  health 


survive,"  Mr  Norman  Fowler  MP  said 

education  potential  had  not  been  ex- 
ploited. 

"Any  Government  must  be  prepared 
to  pay  for  it,"  he  said.  If  there  were 
arguments  about  that,  the  cost  effective- 
ness of  such  education  should  make  a 
strong  impression. 

Pharmacy  must 
fight  for 
NHS  resources 

Hospital  pharmacists  must  develop  the 
means  to  compete  more  effectively  for 
the  limited  resources  available  within 
the  Health  Service,  and  must  make  better 
use  of  the  resources  they  have,  asserted 
Mr  J.  A.  Baker,  group  chief  pharmacist, 
Westminster  Hospital. 

It  would  be  surprising  to  find  anyone 
working  in  any  discipline  in  the  NHS 
who  considered  that  he  had  adequate 
resources,  he  continued.  Chronic  shortages 
of  manpower  and  facilities  had  in  the 
past  prevented  hospital  pharmacy  from 
adjusting  fully  to  the  changing  needs  of 
patients  and  clinical  staff. 

It  was  traditional  concepts  of  education 
and  practice  that  had  tended  to  isolate 
pharmacists  from  staff  more  directly  con- 
cerned with  treating  patients,  and  that 
had  not  facilitated  easy  communication 
with  clinicians  or  allowed  pharmacists  to 
properly  understand  their  pharmaceutical 
needs. 

Doctors  and  nurses  required  pharmaceu- 
tical knowledge  during  their  work,  but 
neither  received  comprehensive  pharma- 
ceutical education.  In  particular  junior 
doctors  and  nurses,  who  carried  a  heavy 
burden  of  responsibility  for  prescribing 
and  administering  drugs,  frequently 
needed  advice  and  help. 

If  that  was  not  readily  available  from 
a  pharmacist  it  would  often  be  sought 
from  less  reliable  sources  or  not  at  all. 
Due  to  their  lack  of  knowledge  of  the 
subject  they  were  not  even  always  able 
to  identify  pharmaceutical  problems  when 
they  existed. 

Ward  pharmacy  provided  the  current 
setting  for  the  involvement  of  hospital 
pharmacists  with  newly  qualified  doctors 
at  the  beginning  of  their  careers,  which 
was  likely  to  have  a  lasting  effect  on 
their  inter-professional  relationships. 

Improved  methods  of  drug  presentation 
were  required  to  reduce  the  involvement 
of  nurses  in  selecting,  preparing  and 
measuring  drug  products  prior  to 
administration.  There  was  also  a  need  to 
develop  better  presentation  of  dispensed 
medicines  for  patients  on  discharge  from 
hospital  and  for  out-patients  and  to  ensure 
that  people  properly  understood  the  cor- 
rect use  of  their  medicines. 

It    should    be    remembered,    said  Mr 


Baker,  that  the  pharmacy  service  needs 
of  patients  and  clinical  staff  were  not 
dependent  on  the  size  of  the  hospital 
and  every  effort  had  to  be  made  to 
maintain  locally  those  services  that  could 
only  be  provided  personally  by  a  phar- 
macist. However,  with  reorganisation 
much  routine  work  could  be  centralised 
and  could  be  done  by  technicians  or 
unqualified  staff. 

Only  by  accepting  the  need  to  re- 
distribute much  of  the  work  and  to 
reallocate  duties  to  more  appropriate  staff 
would  pharmacists  be  able  to  develop  a 
more  meaningful  role. 

With  the  employment  of  a  greater 
number  of  non-professional  staff  and 
technicians,  pharmacists  would  be  pre- 
sented with  more  problems  concerned 
with  understanding  the  needs  of  different 
members  of  staff.  Providing  the  motivation 
for  staff  to  do  their  jobs  effectively  was 
clearly  of  mutual  benefit  to  the  individuals 
and  the  organisation  concerned.  Greater 
emphasis  would  have  to  be  placed  on 
improving  in-service  training  facilities  for 
unqualified  staff,  he  said. 

Joint  hospital  and  retail  activities 

Closer  co-operation  between  hospital  and 
general  practice  pharmacists  could  lead 
to  joint  activities  in  a  number  of  areas 
including  the  promotion  of  health  educa- 
tion, drug  safety  in  the  home  and  the 
provision  of  emergency  services. 

Mr  W.  M.  Darling,  who  chaired  the 
session,  took  up  Mr  Baker's  point  about 
the  need  for  pharmacists  to  take  greater 
precautions  to  make  sure  that  patients 
received  their  medicines  correctly.  He  was 
sure  that  in  future  that  would  become 
more  important. 

In  reply  to  a  personal  remark  about 
his  health  Mr  Darling  said  that  he  had 
seen  his  doctor  six  weeks  ago  and  was 
now  totally  better. 

Mr  A.  Aldington  (appointed  chairman 
of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health's  pharma- 
ceutical group  at  the  congress),  opened 
the  general  discussion.  He  said  that  some 
people  believed  that  things  were  going 
backwards  not  forwards,  but  he  did  not 
think  that  this  was  so.  He  believed  there 
could  be  much  greater  contact  between 
hospital  and  retail  and  with  general 
practitioners. 

The  Government  and  local  authorities 
had  so  far  ignored  the  pharmacist's  health 
education  role,  he  said. 

Naming  of  premises — 
situation  to  change  ? 

A  speaker  said  that  there  were  prob- 
lems over  naming  consortium-run  phar- 
macies which  were  linked  with  a  health 
centre. 

In  reply  Mr  J.  P.  Bannerman  said  he 
wondered  whether  the  profession  would 
say  in  the  near  future  that  the  present 
statement  about  the  naming  of  premises 
was  inappropriate. 

Mr  Frank  Green,  a  pharmacist  and 
councillor  in  the  London  Borough  of 
Southwark,  said  that  in  his  experience 
there  was  a  particular  need  for  health 
education  in  immigrant  areas. 
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Danish  fund  for  uneconomic 
pharmacies  described  at 
management  conference 

A  Danish  "pharmacy  fund"  from  which  subsidies  are  paid  to  uneconomic 
businesses  was  described  to  an  international  conference  this  week. 
Reading  a  paper  on  pharmacy  in  Den- 


mark at  the  International  Pharmacy 
Management  Conference  in  Brighton,  E. 
Lund-Jacobsen  said  the  average  turnover 
of  a  Danish  pharmacy  was  £120,000  and 
the  proprietor's  net  average  profit  was 
5-3  per  cent. 

Depending  on  the  profit  is  the  size  of 
contribution  to  a  "pharmacy  fund"  and 
out  of  this  fund  subsidies  are  paid  to  those 
pharmacies  which  are  uneconomic  to  run 
for  varied  reasons  such  as  abnormally 
high  rents,  extra  expenses  through  re- 
building or  refitting,  etc. 

On  average  a  Danish  proprietor  earns 
about  £6,500  a  year;  the  average  price  of 
a  prescription  if  for  a  manufacturer's  pro- 
duct is  £1;  if  for  an  item  produced  in 
the  pharmacy,  £047  while  for  a  "non- 
prescription" item  the  cost  averages 
£0-33. 

There  are  350  pharmacies  in  Denmark 
with  90  of  them  in  Copenhagen. 

In  order  to  cover  thinly  populated 
areas  the  nearest  pharmacy  may  be 
ordered  to  set  up  a  "non-prescription" 
shop.  This  may  be  in  an  existing  shop 
but  pharmaceutical  stocks  must  be  kept 
separate.  They  may  receive  prescriptions 
to  be  dealt  with  by  the  pharmacy  and 
returned  to  the  shop  for  collection  or 
delivery. 

The  proprietor's  professional  body  cum 
union,  the  Association  of  Danish  Proprie- 
tor Pharmacists,  has  already  celebrated  its 
150th  birthday.  The  Association  has  built 
a  school  where  assistants  go  for  further 
education.  Among  the  subjects  taught 
are  dispensing  and  small  scale  prepara- 
tion Latin,  forensic  pharmacy,  bookkeep- 
ing, serving  customers,  etc. 

Pharmacists  are  also  assisted  in  keep- 
ing abreast  of  developments  by  courses 
on  various  subjects.  A  pharmacy  manage- 
ment course  lasting  three  days  has  been 
held  this  year  and  will  be  repeated  twice 
during  the  year. 

The  Association  has  established  its  own 
control  and  research  laboratory  which  em- 
ploys 25  pharmacy  and  40  pharmacy 
assistants.  More  than  15,000  samples  are 
received  annually  for  analysis  from  phar- 
macies. Last  year  the  Association  acquired 
an  established  wholesale  firm  which  has 
provided  them  with  a  distribution  system. 

Spanish  pharmacy's 
problems 

From  a  paper  read  by  A.  V.  Salvatt,  a 
pharmacy  proprietor  in  Barcelona,  on 
Monday,  it  would  seem  that  Spanish 
pharmacy  has  problems  similar  to  those 
afflicting  other  nations. 

A  student  having  completed  his  studies 
at  the  university  is  perturbed  that  much 
of  the  curriculum  has  nothing  to  do  with 


retail  practice.  Was  their  training  too 
theoretical  and  slanted  towards  industry 
and  research?  To  find  out  an  inquiry 
is  currently  being  held  by  the  faculties. 

Another  problem  was  the  growth  of 
industrial  pharmacy  which  meant  many 
of  the  medicines  previously  made  in  the 
pharmacy  now  came  ready  prepared. 

Subsidies  for  uneconomic  pharmacies 
in  sparsely-populated  areas  were  made 
from  a  fund  set  up  by  the  profession. 

Asked  how  offenders  against  the  code 
of  practice  were  dealt  with  he  replied 
that  the  pharmacy  could  be  ordered  to 
close  for  a  period  depending  on  the 
offence,  and  a  fine  could  be  imposed. 
There  was  a  right  of  appeal. 

Effects  of  group 
practice 

Many  pharmacies  will  be  placed  at  risk 
as  a  result  of  current  general  medical 
practice  reorganisation.  Both  the  com- 
munity and  the  pharmaceutical  profes- 
sion will  be  faced  with  the  problem  of 
whether  or  not  such  pharmacies  should  be 
maintained. 

Those  conclusions  were  reached  by 
A.  M.  Cook,  D.  H.  Maddock  and  P.  D. 
White  following  a  recent  study  on  a 
number  of  pharmacies  affected  by  the 
establishments  of  group  practices  and 
health  centres  in  the  Glamorgan  area. 

Eight  out  of  27  pharmacies  lost  a  total 
of  £44,000  turnover,  varying  from  £2,000 
to  £11,000.  Mr  Maddock  who  read  the 
paper  to  the  Management  Conference 
said  that  possibly  400  out  of  1,400  phar- 

Breaking  for  coffee,  Mr  H.  W.  Tomski,  Mrs 
Norway)  and  Mr  P.  Stedman 


macies  could  be  expected  to  sustain  a] 
major  drop  in  turnover.  If  the  average  I 
drop  mentioned  above  was  equated  to  the! 
400  pharmacies  "then  a  theoretical  loss  I 
of  £2-25m  is  obtained.  In  order  to  reim-  f 
burse  the  average  gross  profit  lost  to  those 
pharmacies  a  sum  of  £!m  would  be  re- 
quired .  .  .  not  an  excessive  price  to  pay 
if  it  is  established  that  it  is  necessary  to 
maintain  the  existing  pharmaceutical  ser- 
vice". 

The  paper  recommended  that  "imme- 
diate action"  should  be  taken  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  the  Central  NHS 
(Chemist  Contractors)  Committee  and 
Department  of  Health  to  establish  joint 
research  projects  to  investigate  problems 
which  are  liable  to  place  the  pharmaceu- 
tical service  at  risk. 

International  audience 

About  70  delegates  attended  the  Confer- 
ence this  week.  Addresses  were  given  by 
speakers  from  Spain,  Denmark,  Holland, 
Norway,  Sweden  and  France. 

The  conference  began  with  two  ad- 
dresses from  the  United  Kingdom  on 
Sunday  and  was  being  concluded  on 
Friday  by  one  from  Ireland. 

Attending  the  conference  was  an  un- 
expected visitor  from  Canada,  Dr  M.  J. 
Huston,  Dean,  Faculty  of  Pharmacy  and 
pharmaceutical  science,  University  of 
Alberta,  Edmonton.  Dr  Huston  who  was 
president  of  the  Canadian  Pharmaceutical 
Association  1968-69  was  on  holiday  in  the 
locality  last  week  when  he  heard  of  the 
conference  and  decided  to  stay  over.  He 
mentioned  during  the  discussion  on  one 
of  the  papers  that  pharmacists  in  retail 
as  well  as  in  hospital  in  Alberta  were  per- 
mitted to  substitute  "equivalent"  products 
in  dispensing  provided  the  doctor  did  not 
indicate  otherwise  on  the  prescription.  Al- 
though it  had  been  legal  to  do  this  for 
seven  years  or  so  the  pharmacist,  he  said, 
had  not  made  much  use  of  it  so  far. 

On  the  evening  of  the  first  day  con- 
ference delegates  were  entertained  by  the 
Mayor  of  Hove,  Alderman  Stephen 
Howard,  MBE,  himself  a  proprietor  phar- 
macist. 

P.  Stedman,  Mr  Reidar  Fyllingen  (from 
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Lecturers  question  private 
pharmacy's  provision 
of  postgraduate  places 

Is  the  National  Pharmaceutical  Union  doing  enough  to  ensure  that  postgraduate 
students  can  find  places  in  private  retail  pharmacy?  That  was  one  of  the 
"pointed"   questions  put   when   lecturers   from  the   two   London   schools  of 
pharmacy  visited  Mallinson  House  last  week. 
One  of  the  questions  concerned  the  ap- 
parent NPU  disinterest  in  attracting  stu- 
dents into  private  pharmacy.  Mr  D.  C. 
Harrod,  Chelsea,  pointed  out  that  despite 
the  fact  that  over  80  per  cent  of  pharmacy 
students  eventually  went  into  retail  phar- 
macy, a  majority  seemed  to  want  to  do 
their  pre-registration  year  in  hospital. 

Dr  K.  Wibberley,  Brunswick  Square,  felt 
that  it  was  the  responsibility  of  the  NPU 
to  break  the  vicious  circle  of  insufficient 
retail  places  for  pre-registration  students 
induced  by  members  insisting  on  conti- 
nuity of  applicants  year  after  year.  In 
reply,  it  was  pointed  out  that  the  NPU 
was  already  placing  some  students  with 
suitable  members  in  areas  of  the  students' 
choice.  Until  the  problem  of  finance  was 
solved,  however,  private  pharmacists  could 
not  be  expected  to  show  great  enthusiasm 
for  taking  pre-registration  students. 

A  dispensing  assistant  might  be  paid 
about  £800  and  a  postgraduate  student 
about  £1,200;  some  pharmacists  were  pre- 
pared to  engage  them  in  place  of  a  dis- 
pensing assistant,  and  to  pay  the  difference 
from  their  own  pockets,  but  if  a  replace- 
ment was  not  then  forthcoming  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  a  replacement  dispensing  assis- 
tant could  not  be  "plucked  out  of  the 
air"  to  fill  the  vacancy  until  the  next 
student  became  available. 

There  was  general  agreement  during  the 


discussion  that  a  positive  solution  would 
be  achieved  by  the  award  of  Government 
grants  to  pharmacists  who  carried  out 
training.  Such  awards  were  made  for  the 
training  of  doctors  and  ought  to  be  ac- 
tively pursued,  thought  members  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  by  the  pharmaceu- 
tical profession  with  academics  playing  an 
important  part. 

Dr  M.  Groves,  Chelsea,  wanted  more 
careers  literature  publicising  private 
pharmacy  (he  was  immediately  promised  a 
supply  of  the  NPU  leaflet)  and  there  was 
agreement  that  visits  by  students  to  see 
NPU  activities  at  first  hand  would  be  of 
greater  value  than  an  NPU  speaker  visiting 
the  colleges.  Wednesday  afternoons  during 
January  for  final  year  students  would  be 
an  ideal  time,  the  lecturers  thought. 

In  reply  to  a  question,  Mr  H.  B. 
Coulson,  NPU  treasurer,  said  that  the  rate 
of  pharmacy  closures  was  slowing  down. 
The  peak — which,  he  felt,  had  been  largely 
made  up  of  marginally  viable  businesses 
first  opened  in  the  1920s  and  now  closing 
down  as  unsaleable — had  passed.  Larger 
pharmacies  with  two  pharmacists,  together 
with  limitation  of  the  NHS  contract  to 
stop  leapfrogging,  were  seen  by  the  NPU 
spokesman  as  strong  contenders  for  im- 
proving the  fortunes  of  private  retail 
pharmacists  in  the  foreseeable  future. 


Mr  J.  Wright  (centre),  NPU  director,  shows  off  some  of  the  business  aids  and 
dispensary  equipment  supplied  by  the  Union 


□  u  u 


Irish  Congress 

Sunday,  October  8  to  Wednesday  11  are 
the  dates  for  the  1972  Congress  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland.  The 
venue  will  be  the  Mount  Brandon  Hotel. 
Tralee. 

Kerry  has  much  to  offer  the  visitor.  It 
was  one  of  the  first  parts  of  Ireland  to  be 
inhabited — more  than  5,000  years  ago — 
and  there  are  many  remains  to  be  seen  of 
its  continued  history.  The  earliest  Christian 
Church  "Gallerus"  is  still  intact  at  Bally- 
ferriter.  At  Muckross  and  Ardfert  are  two 
beautiful  Franciscan  Monastries,  destroyed 
in  the  16th  century,  but  still  showing  much 
beauty  of  design. 

Tralee,  the  venue  of  Congress,  is  the 
capital  of  the  scenic  wonderland  of  co 
Kerry.  It  is  the  "gateway"  to  the  Dingle 
Peninsula  and  is  the  ideal  centre  for  the 
"Ring  of  Kerry"  tour.  Killarney's  lakes 
are  a  mere  20  minutes  away. 

On  time  off  from  Congress,  Kerry  can 
offer  delegates  fishing  and  golfing  facili- 
ties second  to  none.  Apart  from  Tralee's 
own  nine  hole  course,  they  can  also  enjoy 
a  game  in  one  of  Kerry's  two  champion- 
ship courses — Ballybunion  or  Killarney. 

An  attractive  and  unusual  programme 
is  being  arranged — the  most  interesting 
and  vital  problems  in  pharmacy  will  get  an 
airing.  In  the  Mount  Brandon  Hotel  con- 
ference hall,  excellent  amplification  and 
accoustic  facilities  are  available,  and  every 
care  will  be  taken  to  ensure  the  maximum 
comfort  of  each  delegate. 

The  ladies  committee  has  been  working 
hard,  and  provide  an  exciting  social  pro- 
gramme for  the  wives  and  friends. 

You  will  revel  in  the  warmth  and 
friendship  of  a  real  Kerry  welcome  and 
you  will  enjoy  every  minute  of  your  few 
days  on  the  shores  of  Tralee  Bay,  which 
Frank  O'Connor  once  described  as  "not  a 
mere  matter  of  miles,  but  whole  ages  and 
Continents  away". 

We  in  Kerry  extend  a  sincere  Cead 
Mile  Faille  to  all  delegates.  Come  and 
enjoy  a  well  balanced  programme  of 
interesting  and  topical  lectures,  and  social 
events  "Kingdom  style". 

Thomas  J.  Harty 
Congress  Chairman 

[Details  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Congress  secretary,  6  Lower  Castle  Street, 
Tralee — Editor.] 


Higher  share 


I  refer  to  the  C&D  personal  hygiene  sup- 
plement (published  April  29)  in  which 
you  quote  Mimospray  as  holding  only  4 
per  cent  brand  share.  This  percentage  of 
course  is  applied  to  the  total  feminine 
hygiene  market  through  all  outlets  includ- 
ing grocers,  departmental  stores  and  direct 
sales,  of  which  chemists  currently  account 

Continued  on  p  654 
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Continued  from  p  653 
for  approximately  two-thirds  of  total  turn- 
over. 

In  considering  chemists'  sales,  Femfresh, 
Bidex  and  Mimospray  are  clearly  the  mar- 
ket leaders.  Mimospray  accounting  for 
substantially  more  than  4  per  cent  of  the 
chemists'  sales,  offers  the  chemist  the 
opportunity  to  promote  a  nationally  adver- 
tised product  as  his  "own  brand"  since 
Mimospray  is  the  only  feminine  hygiene 
product  with  brand  leadership  ranking  to 
be  sold  exclusively  through  "chemist  only" 
outlets.  This  is  particularly  significant 
when  one  considers  the  continual  shift  in 
sales  from  chemists  to  grocers  of  many 
products  in  fast-expanding  markets,  en- 
couraged by  aggressive  trade  advertising 
directed  at  other  outlets,  invariably  re- 
sulting in  only  "convenience"  purchases 
being  catered  for  by  the  chemist. 

J.  Brian  Harris 
Pharmaceuticals   Division    ICI  Ltd 
Alderley  Park 
Macclesfield,  Cheshire 


COMING  EVENTS 


Monday,  May  8 

Enfield  and  District  Pharmacists'  Association, 

Post-graduate  Medical  Education  Centre, 
Chase  Farm  Hospital  at  7.45pm.  Annual 
meeting  followed  by  an  illustrated  talk  on 
"Toads;  myth  and  reality". 

Tuesday,  May  9 

Isle    of    Thanet    Branch,  Pharmaceutical 

Society,  Endcliffe  Hotel,  First  Avenue, 
Cliftonville  at  8.15pm.  Guest  speaker:  Mr 
J.  Barclay,  senior  probation  officer. 
Leicester  Branch,  National  Pharmaceutical 
Union,  Midland  Hotel,  Princess  Road, 
Leicester  at  8pm.  Mr  K.R.Rutter  on  "VAT". 
National  Adhesives  and  Resins  Ltd,  Royal 
Lancaster  Hotel,  London.  Afternoon  seminar 
on  "Hair  preparations  and  cosmetic  toiletries". 
South-east  Metropolitan  Branch,  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  Medical  Centre,  Lewisham 
Hospital,  Lewisham  High  Street,  London 
SE13  at  8pm.  Film  show  followed  by  annual 
meeting. 

West  Kent  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Wellcome  Research  Laboratories,  Langley 
Court.  Beckenham  at  8pm.  Annual  meeting 
and  talk  on  "Pharmaceutical  antiques". 

Wednesday,  May  10 

Isle  of  Wight  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Postgraduate  Medical  Centre,  St  Mary's 
Hospital,  Newport.  Talk  on  "Wine-making 
at  home". 

West   Metropolitan   Branch,  Pharmaceutical 

Society,  Great  Western  Hotel,  Paddington 
Station,  London  W2  at  7.45pm.  Annual  meet- 
ing followed  by  talk  on  "Journalism  and 
Pharmacy"  by  Mr  A.  Wright,  Editor  of  C&D. 

Thursday,  May  11 

Leeds  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Great 
Northern  Hotel,  Leeds  at  8pm.  Annual 
meeting. 

Royal  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Health, 
Pharmaceutical  Group,  90  Buckingham  Palace 
Road,  London  SW1  at  7.30pm.  Film  followed 
by  talk  on  "Parenteral  Nutrition". 
Society  of  Cosmetic  Chemists,  Royal  Society 
of  Arts,  6  John  Adam  Street,  London  WC2 
at  7pm.  Medal  lecture:  "Topical  steroids". 
Saturday,  May  13 

Guild  of  Hospital  Pharmacists,  Byng  Kenrick 
Suite,  University  of  Aston,  Birmingham  at 
10am.  One-day  conference. 


MARKET  NEWS 

London  May  3:  A  reduction  in  quotations 
for  mercury  salts  was  the  main  feature 
among  pharmaceutical  chemicals. 

Notable  in  crude  drugs  was  the  return, 
after  a  long  absence,  of  Sierra  Leone 
ginger,  quoted  at  £250  for  May-June  ship- 
ment. 

Among  essential  oils,  cinnamon  Ceylon 
leaf  was  firmer  in  spot  and  forward 
positions  at  £1-50  and  £l-40kg  respectively. 

There  were  fractionally  reduced  quota- 
tions for  Brazilian  peppermint  oil.  Spices 
continued  quiet  and  mostly  unchanged. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Bromides:  Crystals   (£  per  kg). 


Ammonium 

Potassium 

Sodium 


12i  kg 
0-52 
0-47 
0-46 


50  kg 
0-43 
0-38i 
0-38 


250  kg 
0-40} 
0-36 
0-35i 


'Powder  plus  £0-02. 
Brucine:  sulphate  £20  kg. 

Caffeine:  (50-kg)  Anhydrous  and  hydrate  £1-78  kg. 
Calamine:  BP  grade  £280  metric  ton  for  250-kg 
lots. 

Cantharadin:  £75  per  100  g. 

Chloroform:  BP  from  £222-20  per  metric  ton  in 
280-kq  drums  to  £235-97  in  35-kq  drums. 
Dimidium  bromide:  5-g  lots  £3-20  g. 
Gualacol  salicylate:  £1-40  kg  for  250-kg  lots. 
Homatropine:      (500-g)      Alkaloid     £59-10  kg, 
nydrobromide     £46-75;      hydrochloride  £55-30; 
methylbromide  £48-65;  sulphate  £57-25. 
Hydrocortisone:  Acetate  or  alcohol  £0-25  g. 
Hydrogen    peroxide:    35    per    cent,    £130  per 
1,000-kg. 

Hydroxocobalamin:  £5-25  per  g. 

Magnesium    carbonate:    Heavy   £192,    light  £184 

per  metric  ton. 

Magnesium  oxide:  BP  (per  metric  ton);  light 
£560;  heavy  £890. 

Magnesium  hydroxide:  BPC  £560  metric  ton. 
Magnesium  peroxide:  (15  per  cent)  £21  93 \  cwt. 
Magnesium   sulphate:    BP   from   £42   metric  ton 
exsiccated  £75-£80  ton.  ex  works. 
Magnesium  trisilicate:  £470  metric  ton. 
Mercurochrome:  £7-95  per  kg. 
Mercury  salts:  Per  kg  in  50-kg  lots:  ammoniated 
powder  £3-70;  oxides — yellow  £4-35  and  red  £4-55; 
perchloride  £3-15;  subchloride  £3-90;  iodide  £4-75 
kg  for  25-kg. 

Mersalyl:  Acid  £15-75  per  kg;  sodium  £21-50. 
Methyl  salicylate:   Per  metric  ton   in  5-ton  lots 
£425;  1-ton  £430.  500-kg  £435. 
Neomycin  sulphate:  BP  5-g  £27-50  g. 
Paracetamol:   1-metric   ton   lots  £1-17   kg;  5-ton 
£1-14  kg.  For  direct  compression  £1-27  and  £1-24 
kg  respectively. 

Parachloro-meta-xylenol:  50-kg  lots  BPC  £0-94  kg. 
Paraffins:  (minimum  1-ton  lots)  liquid-BP  £0-552 
gal;  light  BPC  1963  £0-466;  technical  white  oil 
WA23  £0-422;  WA21  £0-477,  Jelly-soft  white  BP 
£95  ton;  yellow  BP  £85. 

Penicillin:  Potassium,  sodium  or  procaine,  sterile 
£9  per  1,000  Mu  for  5-25,000  Mu  lots. 
Phthalylsulphathiazole:  50-kg  lots  £1-60. 
Physostigmine:  100-g  lots  salicylate  £690  kg;  sul- 
phate £880. 

Pilocarpine:  1-kg  lots  hydrochloride  £102;  nitrate 
£95.  . 

Piperazine:  Under  50  kg;  adipate  £0-963  kg;  cit- 
rate £0-92i;  hexahydrate  £0-663;  phosphate  £0  02i. 
Potassium  citrate:  £353  per  metric  ton. 
Potassium  permanganate:  BP  £0-22i  kg  technical 
E0-21J. 

Pyridoxine:  £4-50  kg;  5-kg  £4-47. 
Quinalbarbitone:  Sodium  and  acid  £5-18  kg  for 
25-kg  lots. 

Quinidine:  Alkaloid  (5-kg  lots)  £44  kg;  sulphate 
(50-kg)  £40-60. 

Quinine:  (Per  kg  in  85-kg  lots)  Alkaloid  £28-25; 
bisulphate  £21-85;  dihydrochloride  £27-60;  hydro- 
chloride £27;  sulphate  £23;  hydrobromide  (15-kg) 
£27-75. 

Riboflavine:  £13-35  kg;  £5-kg  £13-32. 

Saccharin:    BP    Powder    1    lb    and    over  £0-85; 

soluble  £0-77i  lb. 

Salicylamide:  (Per  metric  ton)  5-ton  lots  £700; 
1-ton  £710;  i  ton  £720. 

Sorbitol:  Powder  £335  metric  ton  for  over  250  kg. 


Streptomycin:  £11  kg  base;  dihydrostreptomycin 
£11-50  kg  base. 

Strychnine:    (kg)   alkaloid  £12-25;  sulphate  and 

hydrochloride  £10-50. 

Terpineol:  50-kg  lots  £0-47  kg. 

Theobromine:  Alkaloid  £13-50  kg  delivered. 

Theophylline:  (50-kg)  BP  anhydrous,  hydrate  and 

ethylenediamine    (aminophylline)    £2-23  kg. 

L-Thyroxine:  £1-15  per  g. 

i  Triiodothyronine  sodium:  £2-50  per  g. 

Zinc  carbonate:  BPC  25-kg  sacks  £0-26  kg. 

Zinc  chloride:  granular  96-98%  £135  metric  ton. 

Zinc  sulphate:  heptahydrate  £44  metric  ton. 


Crude  drags 


Aconite:  Spot  £1,050  metric  ton;  £1,050.  cif. 
Agar:  (lb)  Kobe  No  1  £0-85  cif;  European  £0-73. 
Aloes:  (metric  ton)  Cape  primes  £270  spot;  £215 
cif.  Curacao  £785  spot;  £750  cif. 
Balsams:  (lb)  Canada:  £1-82  spot;  shipment  £1-80 
"cif.  Copaiba:  BPC  £0-50;  Para  £0-40.  Peru:  £1-15. 
£1-00  cif.   Tulo:  BP  £0-70. 

Belladonna:  Leaves  £0-15  lb  spot  and  cif.  herb 
£0-11   spot,  and  cif;  root  £0-12  spot;  £0-11 ,  cif 
£1-15,  £1-10,  cif.  Tolu:  BP  £0-70. 
Benzoin:  BPC,  £2-53  kg,  cif. 
Buchu:  Spot  rounds  £1-40  lb. 
Camphor:  BP  natural  powder  £1  kg  spot;  £0-90, 
cif.  Synthetic  BP  £0-57  kg  in  500-kg  lots. 
Cardamoms:   (Per  lb  cif)  Alleppy  greens  No  1, 
£0-80;  prime  seeds  £0-90. 

Cascara:  Spot  £325  metric  ton;  shipment  £300,  cif. 

Cassia:   Lignea,  whole  nominal. 

Chamomile:  Hungarian  £0-45,  lb. 

Chillies:  Zanzibar  £575  ton  spot. 

Cinnamon:  Seychelles  bark  £315  ton,  cif.  Ceylon 

quills  four  O's  £604-80,  quillings  £313-60. 

Cloves:  Madagascar  £1,450  metric  ton,  cif. 

Cochineal:  Tenerife  black-brilliant  £6-25  kg  spot; 

Peruvian  silver  grey  £5-30;  £5-25,  cif. 

Cocillana:  Spot  £0-35  lb. 

Colocynth  pulp:  Spot  £675  metric  ton. 

Dandelion:  Root  £430  metric  ton  spot;  £400,  cif. 

Ergot:  Spot  £3-10  kg. 

Gentian:  Root  £425  per  mertic  ton  spot;  £410,  cif. 

Ginger:     (ton)     Cochin     £210,     cif.  Jamaican 

No.  3  £1,050  spot;  £830,  cif.  Nigerian  split  £175 

spot,    £165    cif;    peeled    £300    spot;    £250,  cif. 

Sierra  Leone,   May-June  £250,  cif. 

Hydrastis:  £1-95  lb  spot;  £1-90,  cif. 

Ipecacuanha:  (per  lb)   Matto  Grosso  £2-60  spot; 

£2-50,  cif,  Costa  Rican  £2-30  spot;  £2-15  cif. 

Kaolin:  BP  £66  per  1,000-kg  sacks. 

Kola  nuts:  West  African  halves  £90  metric  ton 

spot;  shipment  £75,  cif. 

Lanolin:  Anhydrous  BP  minimum   1,000  kg  £317 
£415;  cosmetic  grade  £430. 
Lemon  peel:  Spot  £210  metric  ton;  £185,  cif. 
Liquorice  root:  (metric  ton)  Chinese  £110.  Russian 
£115.  Spray-dried  powder  £396,  delivered.  Block 
juice  £431-50. 

Lobelia:  American  herb  £785  metric  ton  spot; 
£760,  cif. 

Lycopodium:    Indian   £2  00    lb   spot;   £1-75,  cif. 

Russian  £2-50  spot. 

Mace:  Grenada  £0-35  lb.  fob. 

Menthol:  (kg)  Chinese  spot  £5-80  shipment  £5-60 
cif.  Brazilian  spot  £4-05,  afloat  £3-95  cif,  June- 
July  £4-05  cif. 

Mercury:  Spot  £212  per  flask  (76  lb). 

Nutmeg:    (Per    ton,    cif).    Grenada:    80's  £580; 

sound  unassorted  £430,  defectives  £372,  all  cif. 

Nux  vomica:  Shipment  £100  metric  ton,  cif. 

Pepper:    (ton)    Sarawak  black  £360  spot;  £315, 

cif;  White  £470;  £450  cif. 

Podophyllum:  Emodi  £360  metric  ton  cif. 

Quillaia:  £375  metric  ton  spot. 

Rhubarb:  From  £0-30  to  £1-50  lb. 

Saffron:  Mancha  superior  £82-kg. 

Sarsaparilla:  Spot  £0-55  lb  nominal. 

Seeds:    (ton)    Anise:    China    star    £175,  spot; 

shipment   £125,    cif.    Caraway:    Dutch   ex  wharf 

£390.       Celery:    Indian    £340;    shipment  £280, 

cif.  Coriander:  Moroccan  £77,  cif.  Cumin:  Indian 

£300,  cif.  Iranian  £260  cif.  Dill:  Indian  £23,  cif. 

Fennel:   Chinese  £130    (metric  ton),   cif;  Indian 

nominal.  Fenugreek:  Moroccan  for  shipment  £67, 

cif.   Mustard:  £60-£120. 

Senega:  Canadian  £1-60  lb  spot;  £1-65,  cif. 
Senna:  (lb)  Tinnevelly  No.  3  faq  leaves  £0-06i; 
pods,  hand-picked  £0-11  J;  manufacturing  £0-08i; 
Alexandria   h/p  £0-57-£0-65  ex  wharf;  manufac- 
turing cleared. 

Squill:  White  spot  £260  metric  ton;  £250,  cif. 

Styrax:  £1-12}  lb  spot;  £1-10,  cif. 

Tonquin  beans:  Para  £0-37  lb  spot;  £0-32,  cif. 

Turmeric:  Madras  finger  £175  ton;  £157-50,  cif. 

Valerian:  (metric  ton)  Continental  £275;  £265,  cif; 

Indian  £280  spot;  £265,  cif. 

Witchhazel  leaves:  Spot  £0-30  lb;  £0-27  cif. 
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Cyclospasmol  400mg  Tablet        Smaller  size  200mg  tablet  now  known 

©as  Cyclospasmol  200 

400mg 
Pink  Tablet 


200mg 
Pink  Tablet 


STILL  AVAILABLE 

Cyclospasmol  400mg  Capsule 


(  CVCLO 

crcio 

V  SPASMOL 

SPASMOL 

400mg 
Pink/Grey  Capsule 


The  Cyclospasmol  Range 


Name 

Strength 

Presentation 

Packs 

Price  to 

Retail  Pharmacist 

Cyclospasmol 

400mg 

Tablet 

250 

£9  71 

Capsule 

100 
500 

£3  94 
£19-12 

Cyclospasmol  200 

200mg 

Tablet 

250 

£510 

Applies  to  U.K.  only 

Brocades  (G.B.)  Ltd.,  Trend  House,  Pyrford  Road,  West  Byfleet,  Surrey,  itjffi 

Tel:  Byfleet  45536  or  42291 
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BMA  reluctant  about 
more  legal  control 
of  barbiturates 

Barbiturates  and  similar  sedative/hypnotic  drugs  should  not, 
at  present,  be  added  to  the  list  of  drugs  to  be  controlled 
under  the  Misuse  of  Drugs  Act  1971  the  British  Medical 
Association  said  this  week. 


The  BMA  board  of  science 
stated  in  its  annual  report  that 
although  such  drugs  must  be 
regarded  as  dangerous  drugs  it 
anticipated  practical  difficulties 
in  implementing  regulations 
and  control.  There  was  a 
dearth  of  knowledge  about  the 
size  of  the  problem. 

The  board  recommends  that 
studies  into  the  use  and  misuse 
of  barbiturates  and  sedatives 
be  urgently  commenced  by 
the  Department  of  Health. 

The  board  wants  the  ques- 
tion of  adding  those  drugs  to 
the  list  of  drugs  controlled 
under  the  Act  to  be  reviewed 
in  two  years'  time  when  more 
information  is  available. 

Last  year's  BMA  represen- 
tatives meeting  urged  the  in- 
clusion of  barbiturates  in  the 
schedules  to  the  Act. 

A  further  recommendation 
from  the  board  this  week  is 
that  medical  practitioners  are 
issued  with  a  digest  about 
misuse  and  addiction  to  drugs 
with  advice  on  the  voluntary 
restriction  of  the  prescribing  of 
those  drugs. 

□  A  recent  estimate  stated 
that  more  than  1,040m  barbi- 
turate tablets  or  capsules  and 
472m  non-barbiturate  sedatives 
were  consumed  annually  in  this 
country. 

NHS  committee 
seeks  views 

The  NHS  Staff  Advisory  Com- 
mittee, which  is  to  formulate 
arrangements  for  the  transfer 
and  appointment  of  staff  to  new 
authorities  under  the  NHS  re- 
organisation, is  now  prepared 
to  receive  the  views  of  trade 
unions,  professional  bodies  and 
associations  of  employing 
authorities  who  are  concerned 
with  those  directly  affected  by 
the  reorganisation. 

Those  wishing  to  submit 
views  are  asked  to  give  notice 
of  their  intention  not  later  than 
May  19  and  to  ensure  that  ten 
copies  are  received  by  the  Sec- 
retary to  the  Committee  not 
later  than  June  16.  They  should 
be  addressed  to  The  Secretary, 
National  Health  Service  Staff 
Advisory  Committee  for  Eng- 
land, 53  Parliament  Street, 
London  SW1A  2NH. 


Chemical 
traders  looking 
to  Europe 

The  British  Chemical  &  Dye- 
stuffs  Traders'  Association  an- 
ticipates many  calls  for  assist- 
ance from  its  members  when 
the  UK  joins  the  Common 
Market.  To  assist  in  this  the 
Association  has  put  forward 
suggestions  to  other  Common 
Market  countries  that  a  small 
working  office  in  Europe  should 
be  established  disseminating 
relevant  information  by  Telex. 

This  was  one  of  the  points 
made  by  the  Association's  out- 
going chairman,  Mr  G.  H. 
Outram,  at  the  annual  meeting 
in  London  recently. 

Officers  elected  to  serve  in 
the  ensuing  year  include  pre- 
sident, Mr  G.  S.  Bache;  vice- 
president,  Mr  D.  F.  Waugh; 
and  chairman,  Mr  R.  A. 
Pargiter. 

NPU  seek  a 
publicity  man 

The  National  Pharmaceutical 
Union  is  to  appoint  a  publicity 
officer.  This  was  announced 
by  Mr  D.  N.  Sharpe  at  the 
"open  day"  for  South  London 
members  at  Mallinson  House, 
recently. 

The  appointment  is  to  be 
made  partly  because  the 
recently  formed  NPU  publicity 
committee  envisages  the  start 
of  a  continuous  programme  of 
public  education  of  the  impor- 
tance of  general  practice  phar- 
macists to  the  community. 

Aspirin  makers 
accused 

The  US  Federal  Trade  Com- 
mission is  to  ask  three  manu- 
facturers to  carry  out  "correc- 
tive" advertising  following  its 
challenge  of  some  of  their 
claims  for  aspirin,  according 
to  reports. 

The  main  complaint  is  said 
to  have  concerned  claims  of 
superiority  over  other  products 
in  which  aspirin  is  also  the 
prime  ingredient. 
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chemist  and  druggist  moves  to  a  new  "home"  at 
25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA  on 
Monday,  May  15. 

Bouverie  House,  Fleet  Street,  "home"  of  Benn 
Brothers  Ltd  since  1926,  has  become  too  small  for 
the  group's  growing  number  of  business  journals  and 
directories  and  the  head  office  in  future  will  be  at 
25  New  Street  Square,  only  300  yards  from  the  old 
"home". 

Chemist  and  Druggist  Directory  and  the  Chemist 
and  Druggist  Quarterly  Price  List  will  also  be 
published  from  the  new  address. 

The  telephone  number  remains  01-353  3212  but 
during  the  period  of  the  move  callers  may  be  asked 
to  dial  another  number.  We  apologise  for  any  incon- 
venience which  is  unavoidable. 


Our  new  address: 

The  Editor 

CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST, 
25  NEW  STREET  SQUARE, 
LONDON,  EC4A  3JA. 
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Chancellor  urged 
to  reconsider 
VAT  changeover 

The  National  Chamber  of  Trade  is  urging  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  reconsider  the  transitional  arrangements  for 
retail  and  other  stocks  during  the  changeover  to  value  added 
tax. 


In  a  memorandum  to  the 
Chancellor  the  NCT  says:  "The 
proposals  contained  in  section 
27  of  the  White  Paper  'Reform 
of  Corporation  Tax'  will  do 
little,  if  anything,  to  give  relief 
to  traders  in  respect  of  stocks 
which  have  borne  purchase  tax 
and  which,  if  unsold  when  VAT 
is  introduced,  will  attract  VAT 
as  well.  Neither  will  the  pro- 
posals prevent  the  disruption  of 
the  even  flow  of  supply  of 
goods  from  the  manufacturer 
to  consumer. 

"The  result  of  the  transitional 
period  is  likely  to  be  the  oppo- 
site to  what  is  intended,  warns 
the  NCT.  Instead  of  a  smooth 
transition  from  pre-VAT  to 
post-VAT  there  could  be  a 
distortion  of  supply  and  de- 
mand which  could  be  harmful. 

"So  far  as  many  small  retailers 
are  concerned  the  effect  could 
be  ruinous.  The  only  way  by 
which  the  suggested  transitional 
arrangements  could  be  effective 
would  be  for  the  Government 
to  repeal  or  suspend  the  Re-sale 
Prices  Act." 

The  memorandum  continues: 
"If  the  Government  is  not  pre- 
pared to  take  such  action  then 
we  urge  that  in  the  interests  of 
justice  and  the  economy,  re- 
tailers be  allowed  some  form  of 
rebate  in  respect  of  purchase 
tax  paid  on  goods  in  stock  on 
March  31,  1973." 

Small  firms 

The  Chamber  applauds  the 
Chancellor's  declared  intention 
to  implement  the  tax  reforms 
advocated  in  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry  on  Small 
Firms.  It  notes  with  approval 
the  decision  to  mitigate  the 
hardship  to  Close  Companies 
that  might  result  from  the  in- 
troduction of  the  Imputation 
System  for  Corporation  Tax. 

In  fulfilment  of  the  Govern- 
ment's promise,  it  urges  the 
Chancellor  to  amend  the  Fin- 
ance Bill  to  incorporate  the 
following  recommendations 
contained  in  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry  on  Small 
Firms: 

□  That  close  companies  should 
be  allowed  to  elect,  by  unani- 
mous decision  of  the  share- 
holders, to  be  taxed  as 
partnerships. 

□  That  estate  duty  relief  of  45 


per  cent  afforded  by  Section 
28,  Finance  Act  1954  should  be 
extended  to  the  net  trading  as- 
sets (including  goodwill)  of  all 
trading  companies. 
Q  That  retirement  relief  from 
capital  gains  tax  be  raised  from 
£10,000  to  £20,000. 

The  first  clause  of  the 
Finance  Bill,  introducing  VAT, 
was  approved  by  Parliament  on 
Tuesday  by  232  votes  to  200. 

Chemist's  wife 
'handed  out' 
Sodium  Amytal 

A  Greenock  businessman,  Mr 
Edward  Eden,  was  jailed  for 
10  years  in  Glasgow  High 
Court  this  week  for  plying 
his  wife  with  Sodium  Amytal, 
or  other  similar  drugs,  with  in- 
tent to  murder  her. 

Mr  Eden  said  in  evidence  that 
a  woman  called  at  his  home  in 
October  with  pills  for  his  wife 
who  had  hurt  her  back. 

He  said  the  woman  was  from 
"the  pharmacist". 

Mr  James  Milligan,  advocate 
depute,  suggested  the  woman 
was  "a  complete  invention". 

Mr  Eden  denied  it  and 
claimed  the  woman  said  the 
pills  were  "relaxants"  and  that 
his  wife  could  take  as  many  as 
six  at  a  time. 

Mr  Eden  said  that  shortly  be- 
fore the  woman  brought  the 
pills,  he  had  obtained  Sodium 
Amytal  capsules  as  he  had  had 
an  upset  stomach. 

Mrs  Annie  Knox,  55,  wife 
of  a  chemist  in  Port  Glasgow, 
told  the  jury  that  she  supplied 
drugs  in  capsules  to  Mr  Eden 
without  a  prescription. 

She  said  that  Mr  Eden  was 
the  manager  of  a  launderette 
next  door  to  her  husband's 
chemist  shop.  She  recalled  an 
occasion  last  October. 

"  He  came  in  and  asked  if 
I  could  oblige  him  with  some 
Sodium  Amytal  capsules,"  Mrs 
Knox  said. 

Mr  Eden  had  come  into  the 
dispensary  in  the  back  shop  and 
he  did  not  say  for  what  purpose 
he  wanted  the  capsules  or  if 
there  was  anything  specifically 
wrong  with  him. 

"I  presumed,  when  he  named 
the  capsule,  that  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  getting  them  and  that 
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A  narrow  escape  for  the  premises  of  R.  V.  Campbell,  1  Belfast] 
Road,  Bangor,  Co  Down.  A  bomb  explosion  at  a  nearby  factory] 
blew  out  the  shop  window  but  the  chemists  was  soon  back  in\ 
business  following  repairs  and  a  speedily  painted  message  as\ 
seen  in  the  picture 


he  would  sort  it  out  with  Mr 
Knox,  with  a  prescription  later 
on",  Mrs  Knox  said.  "He  did 
not  say  he  would  bring  a  pre- 
scription. I  only  presumed  it." 

Mrs  Knox  said  that  she  gave 
Mr  Eden  a  dozen  Sodium  Amy- 
tal capsules.  They  were  avail- 
able in  two  sizes — 60  and  200 
milligrammes. 

She  gave  him  the  larger  size 
and  left  a  note  for  her  hus- 
band telling  him  that  she  had 
supplied  the  capsules. 

Mr  Hugh  Morton,  advocate 
(defending): 

"You  know,  don't  you,  that 
Sodium  Amytal  is  a  drug  that 
people  misuse?" 

"I  did  not  think  of  it  that 
way.  I  thought  of  it  as  a  drug 
used  as  a  sleeping  capsule," 
she  replied. 

Mrs  Knox  said  she  knew  per- 
fectly well  that  she  should  not 
hand  out  prescription  drugs 
without  getting  a  prescription. 
She  should  have  asked  Mr  Eden 
about  a  prescription. 

"I  should  have,  but  I'm  sorry 
I  did  not,"  she  added. 

Dr  Robert  Kennedy,  the 
family  doctor,  said  in  evidence 
that  Mrs  Eden  came  to  see  him 
in  October  last  year. 

"She  had  some  capsules  in 
her  possession  and  she  was 
somewhat  perturbed  about  the 
way  she  had  acquired  them." 

Dr  Kennedy  said  that  at  first 
sight  the  capsules  appeared  to 
be  Sodium  Amytal.  They 
looked  longer  than  normal,  as 
if  they  had  been  "topped  up" 
with  something. 

Mr  Eden  said  the  capsules 
had  been  delivered  to  the  house 
by  a  woman  in  a  brown  coat 
from  a  pharmacy — but  he  did 
not  know  from  which  one. 


'Sanpro' 
advertising 
on  TV 

The  first  use  of  television  ad- 
vertising for  a  sanitary  pro-l 
tection  product  begins  in  July 
when  Lilia-White  (Sales)  Ltd 
start  a  three  month  campaign) 
for  their  Lil-let  tampons. 

This  television  advertising! 
follows  over  six  years  of  nego- 
tiations between  Lilia  Whites] 
advertising  agents,  David  Wil- 
liams and  Ketchum,  the  Inde- 
pendent Television  Companies! 
Association  and  the  British] 
Bureau  of  Television  Advertis-| 
ing. 

Mr  Patrick  Goodison.  a  dir- 
ector of  David  Williams  andl 
Ketchum  told  C&D:  "About  a 
year  ago  it  became  known  thatl 
the  ITA  had  decided  to  permit! 
a  test  campaign  on  one  station] 
only  for  a  sanitary  protection! 
product  which,  clearly,  would! 
involve  the  co-operation  of  a| 
manufacturer  and  an  estab- 
lished product." 

Following  a  test  film  made] 
in  early  1970  and  a  number! 
of  subsequent  treatments,  all! 
complying  with  ITA's  require-! 
ments  as  to  content  and! 
approach,  the  version  that  will] 
be  screened  on  Thames  Televi-| 
sion  in  July,  August  and  Sep-] 
tember  will  include  references! 
to  the  product's  unique! 
"widthways  expansion"  and| 
"absorbency". 

To    verify   public   response,  j 
the  BETA,  acting  for  the  ITA, 
will     carry     out     sensitivity  | 
measurements     and     audience  | 
acceptability  research  via  Na- 
tional Opinion  Polls. 
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Another 

fluids 

scare 

Swift  action  followed  reports 
about  more  bacterially  con- 
taminated intravenous  fluids 
last  week.  After  a  patient 
suffered  a  reaction  during  the 
administration  of  5  per  cent 
dextrose  at  the  Kettering  and 
District  General  Hospital  phone 
calls  were  made  to  25  hospitals, 
mainly  in  the  South-east,  and 
to  two  wholesalers  by  the 
Department  of  Health  asking 
that  the  batch  concerned  be 
withdrawn  from  use. 

The  bottles  were  manufac- 
tured by  Travenol  Laboratories 
Ltd  and  within  two  days  Sir 
Keith  Joseph,  Secretary  of 
State  for  Social  Services,  was 
able  to  say  that  there  was  no 
evidence  that  any  fault  lay 
with  the  manufacturer.  The 
solution  had  been  examined 
by  the  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory Service  and  found  to  be 
contaminated. 

Travenol  Laboratories  were 
able  to  supply  records  indicat- 
ing where  the  batch  of  7,000 
bottles  had  been  distributed. 

Hill's  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
Nelson,  Lanes,  had  received  84 
bottles  and  had  accounted  for 
them  all  the  following  day  and 
Hyde  &  Entwistle  Ltd,  Co 
Antrim,  Northern  Ireland, 
Were  supplied  with  a  small  con- 
signment which  they  also  were 
able  to  recover  from  three 
hospitals. 

The  batch  had  passed  the 
test  for  sterility  laid  down  in 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia  and 
other  quality  control  tests,  al- 
though the  first  sample  used 
in  testing  had  revealed  the 
presence  of  bacteria.  No  con- 
tamination was  found  in  sub- 
sequent tests. 

Identification 
symposium 

Presumptive  identification  of 
tablets  and  capsules  from  their 
physical  characters  is  to  be 
one  of  the  topics  at  an  inter- 
national symposium  in  Pont  a 
Mousson,  France,  on  June  30 
and  July  1,  1973. 

The  symposium  will  also 
deal  with  positive  identification 
and  the  use  of  physico- 
chemical  methods,  and  the 
manufacture  and  marking  of 
tablets.  It  is  organised  by 
Professor  Larcan  from  the 
Nancy  Poisons  Centre  and  the 
"Internat  en  Pharmacie". 

Included  on  the  organising 
committee  is  Mr  C.  Mac- 
Ardle  of  Birmingham  General 


Hospital  who  has  carried  out 
pioneering  work  on  tablet 
identification  systems. 

Those  interested  in  attend- 
ing or  wishing  to  present  a 
paper  should  contact  J.  F. 
Lcrentz  and  Ph.  Valantin, 
Centre  Anti-Poison,  Centre 
Hospitalier  Regional,  54 
Nancy.  Official  languages  are 
French  and  English  with 
simultaneous  translation. 

Council  acts  on 
EC10  quantities 

The  Council  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  is  to  seek  a 
meeting  with  the  British  Medi- 
cal Association  to  discuss 
statistics  indicating  that  at 
least  25  per  cent  of  NHS 
prescriptions  were  for  quantities 
corresponding  to  more  than 
four  weeks'  supply  of  medicine. 
At  the  same  time  the  Society's 
proposals  for  a  redesigned 
prescription  form  will  be 
raised.  The  decision  to  seek  a 
meeting  was  agreed  by  the 
Council  following  a  recom- 
mendation by  its  Practice 
Committee. 

Koscot  talk 
with  DTI 

Counsel  for  Koscot  Interplane- 
tary (UK)  Ltd,  Nottingham, 
and  an  associated  company, 
Koscot  AG,  which  the  Depart- 
ment of  Trade  and  Industry  are 
seeking  to  have  wound  up,  dis- 
closed in  the  High  Court  on 
Monday  that  there  had  been 
negotiations  with  the  DTI. 

Mr  Ashe  Lincoln,  QC,  for 
the  companies,  told  Mr  Justice 
Brightman,  explaining  a  delay 
in  completing  evidence  in 
answer  to  the  Department's 
allegations,  that  there  had  been 
negotiations  and  if  these  were 
successful  it  was  hoped  that 
matters  about  which  complaint 
had  been  made  would  be  put 
right  and  the  petitions  with- 
drawn. 

The  judge  stood  the  petitions 
over  for  another  week  for  fur- 
ther progress  to  be  made  with 
the  evidence. 

The  actual  hearing  of  the 
petitions  has  been  fixed  for 
June  13. 

Congratulations 

Miss  M.  Burr  and  Mr  H. 
Steinman  have  completed  25 
years  service  on  the  Council 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Great  Britain.  Mr.  W.  M. 
Darling  (president)  congratu- 
lated and  thanked  them  at  the 
May  Council  meeting,  for 
"having  given  so  much  to  phar- 
macy that  was  beyond  the 
duties  demanded  of  a  member 
of  Council". 


COMPANY 
NEWS 

CIBA-Geigy's 
llford  plans 

Ilford  Ltd,  wholly  owned  sub- 
sidiary of  CIBA-Geigy  is  to 
become  the  chief  centre  of 
operations  for  the  Swiss  group's 
photographic  division,  accord- 
ing to  Dr  L.  von  Planta  (senior 
vice-president). 

The  group's  photographic 
division  increased  sales  by  only 
2  per  cent  last  year  to  382m 
Swiss  francs  (£38-5m)  The 
small  rise  was  largely  due  to 
restructuring  of  the  group  and 
the  sale  of  Ilford's  Zonal  and 
Britannia  works. 

Macarthys  gain 
accountant  award 

Macarthys  Pharmaceuticals 
Ltd  received  last  week  one  of 
the  two  1972  Accountant 
annual  awards  for  the  report 
and  accounts  which  Macarthys 
presented  last  September.  The 
form  and  contents  of  their 
annual  report  together  with 
those  of  British  Petroleum,  the 
other  winners,  were  judged  best 
out  of  1,260  submitted. 

!  Weston  sell 
a  subsidiary 

Weston  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd 
have  sold  off  their  subsidiary, 
Weston  Senior,  for  £91,825  cash 
j  to  Combined  English  Stores 
Group  Ltd. 

Net  assets  of  Weston  Senior 
at  February  28  were  £56,966 
and  profits  before  tax  for  the 
year  to  the  end  of  February, 
£32,805. 

NCR's  VAT 
seminars 

A  series  of  seminars  on  value 
added  tax  conducted  by 
National  Cash  Register  Co 
Ltd  received  last  week  one  of 
parts  of  the  country  have 
already  topped  the  100-mark. 

The  NCR  team  of  speakers 
usually  give  three  talks  over  a 
H-hour  session,  covering  the 
general  background  to  VAT, 
systems  implications  of  the  tax 
and  its  effects  on  mechanised 
accounting.  Where  possible,  the 
talks  and  discussions  are  fol- 
lowed by  practical  demonstra- 
tions of  VAT  invoicing  and 
accounting  systems. 


ICI  order 
analyser 

The  pharmaceuticals  division 
of  Imperial  Chemical  Industries 
Ltd  has  recently  ordered  an 
SMA  12/micro  system  manu- 
factured by  Technicon  Instru- 
ments Ltd,  Basingstoke.  It  is 
the  first  to  have  been  sold  to 
the  pharmaceutical  industry  in 
Great  Britain. 

The  system  automatically 
and  simultaneously  analyses 
individual  samples  for  12  sepa- 
rate tests.  Its  use  at  ICI  will  be 
in  the  biochemical  analysis  of 
blood  samples  derived  from 
animals  used  in  toxicological 
investigation  of  new  drugs,  and 
from  subsequent  clinical 
evaluations. 

British  firms' 
export  drive 

D  Jackel  &  Co  Ltd  are  making 
their  biggest  ever  export  drive. 

Graham  McConnochie. 
managing  director,  is  off  to 
Australia,  New  Zealand  and 
the  Far  East;  Colin  Taylor, 
marketing  director,  has  left  for 
Canada  and  the  United  States, 
while  Chris  Willott,  company 
European  salesman,  will  be 
making  trips  throughout  many 
European  countries. 

□  Aerosols  International  Ltd  : 
Mr  John  Clewer,  managing 
director  of  the  company  is  to 
visit  America  this  month  to 
study  the  market  and  search 
for  new  business. 

Accompanying  Mr  Clewer 
on  his  15-day  trip  will  be  Mr 
Denis  Trist,  AIL's  technical 
director. 


-   -  ~ 


Farley's  Infant  Food  Ltd  have 
appointed  John  Coates  (27)  as 
their  assistant  product  man- 
ager. He  was  previously  York- 
shire area  sales  executive  for 
Farley's. 

British  Dyewood  Co  Ltd:  Dr 

Thomas  Currie,  research  and 
development  director  of  the 
company  retired  on  May  5 
after  just  over  25  years'  ser- 
vice. He  is  succeeded  by  Mr 
Arthur  W.  Silver,  BSc,  who 
has  been  his  deputy. 

Menley  &  James  Laboratories, 

division  of  Smith,  Kline  & 
French  Laboratories  Ltd: 
Mr  Martin  Jennings  has  been 
appointed  to  the  newly  created 
position  of  sales  manager  for 
the  division's  proprietary 
operations  in  UK  and  Eire. 
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Topical  reflections 
by  Xrayser 


Mr  R.  F.  Armbrust  one  of  the 

popular  lecturers  to  the  Inter- 
national Pharmaceutical  Con- 
ference held  in  Brighton  last 
week  (see  p  680)  owns  three 
pharmacies  in  the  Netherlands 
and  is  head  of  a  group  co- 
operative wholesaler  (OPG)  in 
which  all  retail  pharmacists  in 
the  country  are  members.  The 
wholesale  company  which  was 
visited  by  the  Institute's  work- 
study  party  in  1968  has  grown 
two-and-a-half  times  since  then 
and  owns  a  gamma-radiation 
source  for  sterilising  which,  as 
Professor  A.  M.  Cook  who 
chaired  the  meeting  at  Brighton 
said,  was  only  found  in  very 
large  companies  in  England. 

Mr  Armbrust  is  pharmaceutical 
adviser  to  at  least  five  hospitals 
and  presides  over  a  com- 
mittee for  the  reorganisation  of 
the  Royal  Netherlands  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  as  well  as 
being  a  member  of  a  number 
Of  health  societies. 

His  expertise  in  all  sectors  of 
pharmaceutical  affairs  in  the 
Netherlands  is  matched  by  his 
knowledge  of  wines,  particu- 
larly the  red  ones  obtained 
from  France. 

Mr  Reg  Claxson,  who  repre- 
sents Thomas  Kerfoot  &  Co 
Ltd  in  Essex,  Kent,  Cambridge, 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  has  been 
admitted  to  Southend  General 
Hospital  for  a  hip-joint  opera- 
tion. Customers  may  maintain 
contact  with  the  company  dur- 
ing his  absence  (expected  to  be 
six  weeks)  by  telephoning  061- 
330  4531. 

Mr    John    D.    Davidson  of 

Coupar  Angus,  Perths,  has 
just  completed  50  years  as  a 
member  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  and  56  years  in  the 
family  business.  At  Davidson's 
pharmacy  in  the  town,  Mr 
Davidson  still  attends  his 
customers. 

Previously  he  received  a  solid 


silver  casket  presented  to  him 
by  Coupar  Angus  on  his  retire- 
after  22  years  as  provost. 

His  father  started  the  busi- 
ness in  Blairgowrie  in  1898.  In 
1926  he  opened  a  branch  in 
Coupar  Angus,  and  Mr  David- 
son moved  there  to  look  after 
the  shop. 


Deaths 


Fair:  On  May  2:  Mr  Robert 
lames  Fair,  MPS,  46  Hallam- 
shire  Road,  Sheffield  10.  Mr 
Fair  qualified  in  1937. 

McCloy:  On  April  30,  Mr 
George  McCloy  MPSNI,  The 
Diamond,  Kilrea,  co  London- 
derry. Mr  McCloy  qualified  in 
1943  after  serving  his  appren- 
ticeship at  J.  Reid,  43  Mill 
Street,  Ballymena.  He  was  a 
representative  in  Northern  Ire- 
land for  Allen  &  Hanburys  Ltd, 
1945-48  and  subsequently,  till 
his  death,  ran  a  pharmacy  at 
The  Diamond,  Kilrea. 


□  Thieves  stole  a  large 
quantity  of  drugs,  including 
arsenic,  strychnine  and  opium, 
from  the  pharmacy  of  J.  B. 
Duncan,  716  Pollokshaws 
Road,  Strathbungo,  Glasgow 
last  week.  They  entered  the 
shop  after  breaking  into  an 
empty  flat  above  and  smashing 
a  hole  through  the  roof. 

□  Very  little  use  is  being  made 
of  a  prescription  collection  and 
delivery  service  which  began 
in  Bury  St  Edmunds  on 
February  8,  1972,  according  to 
information  received  by  the 
West  Suffolk  Executive  Council. 
The  scheme  is  designed  to 
serve  the  Howard  and  Milden- 
hall  estates  in  the  town. 

□  Mr  Wolfgang  Ehrich,  man- 
aging director  of  Schering 
Chemicals  Ltd,  recendy 
switched  on  the  first  live 
program  of  the  company's 
computer.  The  computer  will 
be  used  for  market  research 
and  certain  types  of  medical 
research,  apart  from  "bread 
and  butter"  administration 
items. 

□  The  Post  Office  has  made 
available  a  new  air  letter  which 
opens  out  to  standard  A4  sta- 
tionery size.  On  thicker,  heavier 
paper  the  cost  is  £0-06+. 

Q  In  the  report  on  the  Royal 
Society  of  Health  congress 
(C&D,  May  6,  p  651)  we  men- 
tioned a  Mr  Frank  Green,  a 
London  pharmacist,  we  should 
have  referred  to  Mr  Frank 
Brean  of  Bellenden  Road, 
SE15. 


Conventions 


On  the  introduction  of  NP  labelling  a  few  weeks  ago,  I 
asked  for  guidance  in  the  matter  of  the  labelling  of  a 
preparation  which  had  been  diluted  to  provide  a  dosage  of 
one  5ml  spoonful.  In  such  conditions  it  was  manifestly 
impossible  to  label  it  as  the  original  preparation  prescribed 
by  the  physician.  I  have  no  reason  to  think  that  I  was  alone 
with  the  dilemma  presented,  and  I  note  that  the  matter  has 
had  the  attention  of  the  general  practice  subcommittee  of 
the  Society's  Council. 

The  statement  issued  in  the  report  of  the  April  meeting  of 
Council  goes  some  way  towards  answering  that  question, 
but  it  seems  to  me  to  raise  others.  The  report  refers  to 
NP  labelling  as  a  "convention",  which  I  assume  means  no 
more  and  no  less  than  agreement  between  the  parties 
concerned.  But  in  the  matter  of  the  labelling  of  a  diluted 
medicine,  the  statement  says  that  "it  would  be  appropriate" 
to  indicate  that  the  bottle  contained,  for  example,  "Linctus 
.  .  .  50  per  cent".  The  statement  goes  on:  "This  would 
indicate  to  the  prescriber  that  the  preparation  had  been 
diluted  in  accordance  with  the  accepted  convention." 

I  had  been  under  the  impression  that  dilution  was  some- 
thing more  than  a  mere  convention.  Official  instructions 
issued  in  1969  laid  down  that  part-doses  were  always  to  be 
dispensed  to  a  full  5ml  if  2.5ml  was  ordered.  Reference 
was  made  to  "appropriate  dilution"  as  detailed  in  the  BPC. 
I  consulted  that  volume  to  discover  that  such  preparations 
should  be  diluted.  The  BNF,  on  the  other  hand,  says  they 
will  be  diluted.  (One  might  have  expected  shall,  but  one's 
expectations  are  not  always  fulfilled.) 

The  situation  is  not  helped  by  the  Practice  Committee 
intimating  that  the  pharmacist  would  dilute  the  preparation 
"on  his  own  initiative."  What  does  initiative  mean?  Do  we 
now  please  ourselves? 

Professional  dignity 

Mr  W.  A.  Beanland's  contribution  to  the  area  conference  at 
Blackpool  was  of  importance  in  several  ways,  but  particularly 
in  its  expression  of  concern  over  the  impression  created  on 
the  public  by  the  appearance  of  the  premises.  I  can 
remember,  in  a  few  pharmacies,  the  dignity — I  had  almost 
said  the  austerity — of  the  window  containing  little  other 
than  carboy  and  specie  jar,  and  while  that  might  not  have 
had  great  sales  potential,  it  left  no  doubt  whatsoever  that 
the  purpose  of  the  business  was  to  supply  the  pharmaceutical 
needs  of  the  community. 

Even  in  the  changed  circumstances  of  today,  if  we  are  to 
convey  that  same  important  message,  we  must  still  strive  to 
look  both  distinctive  and  professional. 

Obscurity 

But  what  do  we  find?  I  recently  came  across,  in  a  dignified 
street  in  a  small  and  apparently  prosperous  town  in  the 
Home  Counties,  an  extraordinary  establishment,  the  windows 
of  which  were  so  plastered  with  cut-price  notices  as  to 
render  the  identity  of  the  business  more  than  a  little  obscure. 

The  goods  on  sale  were  such  as  might  be  bought  anywhere 
and  sold  by  anyone.  But  there  was  one  small  notice  on  the 
door,  amongst  many  others,  indicating  that  that  particular 
shop  was  not  quite  the  same  as  those  by  which  it  was 
flanked.  It  intimated  that  prescriptions  left  in  the  box  would 
receive  attention — an  invitation  I  for  one  should  have  had 
considerable  hesitation  in  accepting. 


Over-the-counter  medicinals 

Bruise  eraser 

Leeds  United's  Cup  success  and  league 
near-miss  in  the  past  week  have  provided 
a  valuable  platform  for  the  launch  of 
Cheb's  bruise  eraser,  which  has  been 
tried  out  by  members  of  the  team  and 
is  specifically  recommended  by  full-back 
Terry  Cooper. 

Presented  as  a  tube  of  cream  (£0-40), 
Cheb's  bruise  eraser  was  developed  by 
pharmacist  Mr.  S.  Z.  Jackson  and  Dr 
Hans  Fisher  and  contains  heparin  5,000 
units,  glycol  salicylate  10  per  cent  and 
cetrimide  01  per  cent  in  an  emulsifying 
base. 

Practically  odourless,  it  is  said  to 
spread  smoothly  and  on  massage  pene- 
trates well  without  leaving  a  sticky  film. 
It  does  not  cause  discomfort  or  burning 
to  the  hands  of  the  massager.  The  act 
of  massage  produces  a  rubefacient  effect, 
heating  the  skin  and  increasing  the  blood 
circulation  to  the  area.  When  massage  is 
used  with  the  bruise  eraser,  the  ingredients 
are  claimed  "to  reduce  inflammation  and 
disperse  the  substances  which  have  collec- 
ted in  the  muscle  which  cause  the  pain. 
The  muscles  become  relaxed,  returning  to 
their  fit  condition." 

The  cream  is  also  said  to  disperse 
bruises  and  quickly  and  effectively  reduces 
the  pain  of  the  bruising. 

Write  ups  on  the  use  of  the  product 
by  the  Leeds  team  have  recently  appeared 
in  Football  Pictorial  and  the  Sunday 
Times  (Ford  Jackson  &  Co  (Sales)  Ltd, 
129  Church  Street,  Castleford,  Yorks). 

Veterinary 


dispenser,  which  provides  sufficient  re- 
agent for  100  tests  (Wellcome  Reagents 
Ltd,  Beckenham,  Kent  BR3  3BS). 

Dietary 

La  Vosgienne  fruit  drops 

Provencal  Food  Merchants  have  been 
appointed  UK  agents  for  La  Vosgienne 
fruit  drops,  which  are  made  from  sugar 
glucose  and  are  in  eight  flavours.  All 
are  presented  in  2|oz  tins  (£0-12)  and  four 
flavours  also  in  4}oz  tins  (£0-24)  (Pro- 
vencal Food  Merchants,  PO  Box  9,  25 
Lower  Square,  Isleworth,  Middlesex). 

Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Three-second  nail  repair 

Repair  a  broken  nail  in  three  seconds  is 
the  claim  made  for  Mavala's  product, 
Refix  (£0-83),  currently  being  sold. 

It  is  in  the  form  of  an  adhesive  trans- 
parent film  which  "breathes"  and  so  can 
be  left  on  the  nail  while  it  grows  out.  It 
is  said  not  to  be  affected  by  the  washing 
of  hands  and  can  be  used  over  nail  polish. 
It  is  also  suggested  that  the  film  can  be 
applied  as  a  preventive  measure  to  pro- 
tect against  damage.  The  product  is  pre- 
sented in  a  compact  folder,  each  pack 
containing  film  for  24  nails. 

Mavala  has  also  introduced  Double 
Lash  (£0-83)  in  3cc  bottles  which  is  de- 
signed to  feed  the  roots  of  lashes  to  en- 
courage growth  and  thickness,  and  is 
applied  like  mascara.  It  is  an  oily  formu- 
lation and  said  to  be  harmless  and  non- 
staining  (Mavala  Laboratories  Ltd,  48 
High  Street,  Horley,  Surrey). 

Vivelle  mousse 

Vivelle  of  London  have  introduced  Skin 
Mousse  (£0-33),  a  pale  blue  hand  and  body 
lotion  for  dry  skins  which  is  presented  in 
a  155cc  bottle  (Fassett  &  Johnson  Ltd,  19 
Radford  Crescent,  Billericay,  Essex). 

Orlane's  MW  fragrance 

Orlane  have  introduced  a  perfume,  MW 
— "created  by  Man  for  today's  Woman", 
presented  in  a  chunky  rectangular  bottle 
with  a  similarly-shaped  cap. 

The  perfume  is  available  in  £oz  (£3-50), 
ioz  (£5)  and  loz  (£8)  sizes  and  the  Eau 
de  Toilette  in  2oz  (£2-25),  4oz  (£3-50)  and 
7ioz  (£5-25)  bottles.  This  month  the  loz 
Eau  de  Toilette  atomiser  will  be  given 
away  with  each  MW  purchase  and  after- 
wards will  retail  at  £1-40.  To  promote  the 
fragrance,  racing  driver  Jenny  Dell  will 
be  behind  the  wheel  of  the  MW  Vauxhall 
Firenza  in  the  Castrol  Production  Saloon 
Car  Championship  (Sirex  Ltd,  125  High 
Holborn,  London  WC1). 


Brucella  elimination 

A  new  diagnostic  reagent  to  help  in  the 
current  British  scheme  to  eradicate  brucella 
from  cattle  has  been  announced  by  Well- 
come Reagents. 

The  reagent,  Brucella  abortus  Rose 
Bengal  Antigen,  is  used  in  a  rapid  slide 
test  and  is  said  to  be  carried  out  easily 
in  the  field  and  in  the  laboratory  to  detect 
brucella  infection,  giving  faster  results 
than  the  tube  agglutination  tests. 

It  is  available  in  a  4ml  pack,  with 


Payot  sun  preparations 

Payot  have  launched  three  more  sun  tan 
products,  Creme  Ultra  Solaire  (£1-15)  in 
a  2|oz  plastic  tube,  especially  recommen- 
ded for  children's  delicate  skins  as  it  con- 
tains an  ultra-strong  filter,  a  pale  bronze 
milk  Bronze  Parfait  (£1-15)  in  a  95cc 
plastic  bottle  for  dry  skins  with  moistur- 
isers  to  prevent  flaking  and  Huile  Solaire 
(£1-15),  a  fine  colourless  oil  lightly  scented 
with  lavender  which  acts  as  an  insect  re- 
pellent and  also  comes  in  a  95cc  plastic 
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bottle  (Payot  Ltd,  139a  New  Bond  Street, 
London  Wl). 

New  from  Ricci 

The  latest  creation  of  Robert  Ricci  is 
Bigarade,  now  available  under  the  Nina 
Ricci  label.  This  Eau  de  Toilette  (£1-75) 
contains  the  essence  of  bitter  orange  and 
is  "aimed  at  the  sophisticate"  (Parfums 
Nina  Ricci,  franchise  division,  Shulton 
(Great  Britain)  Ltd,  Trevor  House,  100 
Brompton  Road,  London  SW3). 

Adorn  hairspray 

Gillette  have  launched  Adorn  hairspray 
nationally  following  test  market  in  the 
Midlands  and  Lancashire.  This  brand  is 
claimed  to  be  a  more  concentrated  formu- 
lation than  similar  products,  which  com- 
bined with  a  reduced  size  valve  aperture, 
makes  only  half  the  normal  amount  neces- 
sary for  the  same  holding  power.  There  are 
three  variants  in  the  160g  aerosols  avail- 
able: dry,  greasy  and  normal  (Gillette 
Industries  Ltd,  Great  West  Road,  Isle- 
worth,  Middlesex). 


672 — Chemist  &  Druggist    May  13,  1972 


Simple  Albion  offers 

Until  June  1,  the  Albion  Soap  Co  are 
running  a  combined  trade  and  consumer 
offer.  The  public  can  buy  three  banded 
Simple  hand  size  soaps  for  7p  off  and  a 
flashed  single  tablet  of  Albion  milk  and 
sulphur  skin  soap  for  £0-07.  Stockists  are 
offered  discounts  of  5  per  cent  on  one 
parcel  of  goods  over  £5,  71  per  cent  on 
two  parcels  of  goods  over  £10,  10  per  cent 
on  three  parcels  of  goods  over  £15  and 
124  per  cent  on  four  parcels  of  goods 
over  £20  (Alcos  Distributions  Ltd,  30 
Thames  Street,  Hampton,  Middlesex). 

Cutex  Carousel 

A  rotating  display  unit  which  occupies 
one  square  foot  of  space  has  been  intro- 
duced for  the  Cutex  range  of  products. 
The  2ft  6in  high  unit,  comprising  three 
shelves  for  nail  polish,  lipsticks  sections 
with  testers  and  at  the  base,  space  for 
Blinkers  shades  and  Cheekychops  is  said 
to  return  profit  in  excess  of  £19  per 
square  foot  of  display  area  (Chesebrough- 
Pond's  Ltd,  Victoria  Road,  London 
NW10). 

Holiday  in  America 

Robinsons  of  Chesterfield  are  offering  a 
holiday  in  America  to  the  value  of  £800 
as  the  first  prize  for  their  Nikini  competi- 
tion, plus  £200  to  the  winner's  stockist. 
The  questions  are  all  directed  towards 


Ln  =  London;  M  =  Midland;  Lc  =  Lancashire 
Y  =  Yorkshire;  Sc  =  Scotland;  WW  =  Wale* 
and  West;  So  =  South;  NE  =  Norih-aasi:  A  = 
Anglia;  U  =  Ulster;  We  =  Westward;  B  = 
Border;  G  =  Grampian;  E  =  Eireann;  CI  = 
Channel  Islands. 

Anadin:  NE 

Astral:  Ln,  M,  Y,  Sc,  WV,  NE  A,  B,  G 
Close  Up:  All  except  E 
Dry  Action  Shield:  Ln,  Lc,  Y,  So,  NE,  A 
Elnett  Sa'.in:  All  execpt  E,  CI 
Gillette  Techmatic:  All  areas 
Harmony  hairspray:  All  except  E 
Hedex:  All  except  U,  E 
Liquid  Radox:  All  except  U,  E 
Polaroid  sunglasses:  All  areas 
Polaroid   Super  Swinger   cameras:  All 
areas 

Pond's  cold  cream:  NE 

Q-Tips  cotton  swabs:  NE 

Reban:  All  except  E 

Sunsiik  hairspray:  All  except  E 

Sure:  All  except  E 

SR:  All  except  E 

Tegrin  medicated  shampoo:  So 

US  bath  additive:  All  except  U,  E 

Wilkinson  Sword  blades:  All  except  E 

Wisdom:  All  except  E 

Yardley  mini  sprays:  All  except  E 

Cutex  Colour  Schemers:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  Y,  Sc 

Feel  Free:  All  except  E 

Foot  Guard:  So 

Mafic  Moments:  Sc 

Right  Guard:  All  except  E 


America  as  well  as  a  tie  breaker  which  is 
in  the  form  of  a  greetings  message  from 
the  top  of  the  Empire  State  Building,  while 
every  entry  must  be  accompanied  by  two 
Nikini  pad  pack  wrappings  or  the  pack 
from  one  garment. 

The  competition  will  be  publicised  in 
advertisements  in  Woman,  Woman's  Own, 
My  Weekly,  Jackie,  Valentine,  Mirabelle, 
Romeo,  Loving,  She,  Woman's  Story,  True 
Romance,  Honey  and  Annabel  and  will 
be  seen  by  an  estimated  90  per  cent  plus 
of  women  of  menstrual  age.  Entry  cou- 
pons will  be  included  in  the  advertise- 
ments and  will  also  be  available  in  leaflet 
dispensers  displayed  by  stockists  (Robin- 
son &  Sons  Ltd,  Wheat  Bridge  Mills, 
Chesterfield). 

Polaroid  advertising 

Polaroid  are  mounting  a  large  television 
campaign  for  their  Super  Swinger  camera, 
totalling  over  273  million  spots,  along  with 
full  pages  in  the  Sunday  Times  and 
Reader's  Digest  for  Square  Shooter  2, 
described  as  the  lowest-priced  instant 
colour  picture  camera  on  the  market 
(Polaroid  (UK)  Ltd,  Rosanne  House, 
Welwyn  Garden  City,  Herts). 


The  display  unit  for  the  new  Old  Spic 
stowaway  packs  (see  C&D,  May  6).  . 
similar  merchandiser  with  different  head- 
board is  available  for  the  Burley  range 
of  toiletries  for  men 


lO  good  ieosons 
foiT displaying 
new  look  tubifoam 


Chiropodists  everywhere  use  Tubifoam  tubes  for 
toe  treatment  and  protection.  Now,  in  new 

blister-packs,  and  a  range  of  5  sizes,  inexpensive 
Tubifoam  tubes  are  going  to  be  best  sellers  for  many 
other  applications  which  don't  need  professional  advice. 
There's  a  big  value-for-money  12"  length  of  Tubifoam  in  every  pack, 
ready  for  your  customers  to  cut  off  the 

exact  amount  they  need  each  time. 
Tubifoam  holds  itself  in  place  and  offers 

all  round  protection.  It  is  ideal,  not  only  to 
relieve  pressure  and  prevent  chafing,  but  also 
for  covering  tender  or  bruised  fingers  and  toes. 
Display  the  new  Tubifoam  packs  prominently  - 
and  watch  your  sales  increase. 
Ask  your  usual  wholesaler -or  write  direct  to  us, 

BATEMAN- JACKSON 

Tubiton  House,  Medlock  Street,  Oldham,  Lanes 
Tel.  061-652  2222  Grams  Tubiton'  Oldham 


A  member  of  the 


Seton 


group 


Distributors  of  Seton  Specialised  Surgical  Dressings 
and  Appliances. 


and  heteh  lO  mote! 
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Mary  Chess  acquired 

Mary  Chess  Ltd,  the  toiletries  company, 
has  been  acquired  from  its  American 
owners  by  Mr  Bob  Patterson,  formerly 
general  manager  of  Molyneux  and  Harriet 
Hubbard  Ayer,  who  has  been  joined  by 
Mr  Ted  Goodfriend  as  sales  director. 

The  range  of  hand  packed  products  will 
be  supplied  to  a  selected  number  of  ac- 
counts throughout  the  UK  and  on  the 
Continent.  It  is  stressed  that  the  company, 
to  be  known  as  Mary  Chess,  London, 
is  "completely"  English  and  all  the  manu- 
facturing will  take  place  in  this  country. 

Colour  Schemers 

Forty-eight  different  colour  combinations, 
either  matching  or  complementary,  are 
said  to  be  possible  with  the  Cutex  Colour 
Schemers. 

This  is  a  combined  display  and  selling 
idea,  comprising  four  new  nail  opaline 
nail  shades,  Shocking  Pink  Schemer,  fus- 
chia  coloured  Blueberry  Schemer,  wine/ 
cranberry  Wineberry  Schemer  and  Bitter- 
sweet, a  rusty  orange.  Each  of  these  is 
schemed  with  a  choice  of  four  lipsticks, 
of  which  two  are  new — Wineberry  Schemer 
and  Bittersweet. 

The  theme  is  emphasised  in  a  merchan- 
dising unit,  now  available  from  represen- 
tatives, which  includes  a  tester  for  each 
lipstick.  In  addition,  heavy  consumer  Press 
and  television  advertising  is  scheduled  by 
Chesebrough-Pond's  Ltd,  Victoria  Road, 
London  NW10. 

Suffix  dropped 

Hoechst  Pharmaceuticals,  Hoechst  House, 
Salisbury  Road,  Hounslow,  Middlesex,  are 
dropping  the  suffix  "60"  from  Synadrin 
60.  This  is  because  there  is  no  longer  a 
15mg  strength  of  the  product. 

The  change  takes  place  immediately  in 
advertisements  and  literature;  packaging 
will  be  affected  as  soon  as  new  stocks 
come  through.  Since  the  product  remains 
otherwise  identical  there  is  no  need  to 
exchange  existing  stocks. 

Contact  lens  kits 

Smith  &  Nephew  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
Bessemer  Road,  Welwyn  Garden  City, 
Herts,  have  introduced  a  new  range  of 
their  standard  Trio-Kits  (£187),  contact 
lens  kits.  The  new  version  comes  in 
black,  white,  red  or  brown. 

Limmits  additions 

The  Limmits  range  of  meal  replacement 
biscuits  now  totals  26  with  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  latest  four  varieties  all  pre- 
sented in  three-meal  packs. 

The  new  varieties  are  digestive  (£025) 
with  four  biscuits  and  280  calories  to  a 
meal,  waffles  with   lemon   or  chocolate 


(£0-30)  and  four  waffles  and  300  calories 
per  meal  and  Cheese  and  Onion  savouries 
(£0-27)  at  five  biscuits  and  220  calories 
per  meal.  Makers  are  Unicliffe  Ltd,  Uni- 
mart  House,  Stonar,  nr  Sandwich,  Kent. 

Minitone  muscle  stimulator 

Slendertone  (Sales)  Ltd,  12  Baker  Street, 
London  Wl  are  introducing  Minitone 
(£33-50),  an  electronic  muscle  stimulator 
with  body  accessories  (£5-25  extra) 
designed  to  firm  sagging  muscles  and 
maintain  blood  circulation.  At  the  moment 
the  product  is  on  restricted  distribution  to 
selected  department  stores  throughout  the 
country  but  it  is  possible  that  distribution 
may  be  widened  within  six  months. 

Outdoor  Girl  colours 

To  complete  their  summer  "40s"  look. 
Outdoor  Girl  have  introduced  three  new 
matching  lipsticks  and  nail  enamels — Clear 
Red,  Fireglow  (an  orangy  red)  and  Cherry 
Blaze  (dark  pink).  The  "look"  is  explained 
in  a  consumer  leaflet  and  illustrated  on  a 
headboard  attached  to  a  counter  display 
unit.  From  Myram  Picker  Ltd.  Hook  Rise, 
Kingston  By-pass,  Surbiton,  Surrey. 

Maybelline  lashes 

Maybelline  have  introduced  two  new  lash 
styles  (£0-65),  Eyeflyers  "a  combination  of 
the  natural  and  tendrille  look"  and  Lower 
'n  Lower,  extra  long  lower  lashes.  Both 
are  available  in  black  or  brown,  and  are 
made  from  real  hair  with  a  thin  backing 
and  adhesive  that  dries  transparent. 
Supplies  are  obtainable  from  White 
Laboratories,  Penarth  Street,  London 
SE15. 


M.  Beetham  &  Son  Ltd,  Glendouran 
Laboratories,  Keynshambury  Road,  Chel- 
tenham GL52  6HD.  Glycerine  &  cucumber 
complexion  milk,  Glycerine  &  white  lilac 
complexion  milk,  Glycerine  &  larola  com- 
plexion lotion.  Glycerine  &  rosewater  com- 
plexion lotion,  12  invoiced  as  11  (until 
May  27). 

Fassett  &  Johnson  Ltd,  19  Radford  Cres- 
cent, Billericay,  Essex.  Rosedale  127g  and 
200g  Lanospray  aersols:  18  invoiced  as 
12  on  minimum  order  six  dozen;  HOcc 
shampoo:  30  invoiced  as  24  on  minimum 
order  two  dozen  assorted;  280cc  family 
shampoo:  14  invoiced  as  12  on  minimum 
order  24  doz  assorted;  HOcc  creme  rinse: 
15  invoiced  as  12;  250cc  herbal  bath  bottle: 
14  invoiced  as  12;  25cc  herbal  bath  sachets: 
42  invoiced  as  36;  250cc  pine  bath  bottle: 
14  invoiced  as  12;  210cc  splash  Cologne 
and  lavender  water:   12  invoiced  as  11; 


New  shower  foam:  14  invoiced  as  12; 
Vivelle:  New  skin  mousse:  14  invoiced  as 
12.  John  Bell,  Hills  &  Lucas — Frador  and 
Fradogel:  12  invoiced  as  11.  12  invoiced 
as  10  on  minimum  order  three  dozen. 
Nestle  LeMur — Nestle  Lite:  12  invoiced  as 
11;  14  invoiced  as  12  on  minimum  order 
24  dozen  (until  June  30). 

Ford  Jackson  (Sales)  Ltd,  129  Church 
Street,  Castleford,  Yorks.  Cheb's  bruise 
eraser.  Introductory  bonus  12  charged  as 
11. 

United  Chemists  (Ucal)  Ltd,  Ucal  Works, 
Cheltenham,  Glos,  GL52  6HD.  Ucal  indi- 
gestion lozenges,  36,  Ucal  iodised  throat 
lozenges,  45.  12  invoiced  as  11  (until  May 
27). 


PRESCRIPTION 
SPECIA1ITIIS 

ALUPENT  obstetric  injection 

Manufacturer  Boehringer  Ingelheim  Ltd, 
Isleworth  House,  Great  West  Road,  Isleworth, 
Middlesex 

Description  Ampoules  for  intravenous  infu- 
sion each  containing  orciprenaline  sulphate 
5mg  in  10ml  isotonic  solution,  with  sodium 
edetate  0  05  per  cent  and  sodium  metabisul- 
phite  0-01  per  cent 

Indications  The  management  of  patients  in 
premature  labour 

Contraindications  Maternal  thyrotoxicosis  or 

cardiovascular  disease.  It  is  not  indicated  in 

the  management  of  threatened  abortion 

Dosage,  etc  See  data  sheet 

Pack  Of  5  ampoules  (£1-40  trade) 

Supply  restrictions  PI 

Issued  May  15,  1972 

ULCEDAL  capsules 

Manufacturer  Boehringer  Ingelheim  Ltd, 
Isleworth  House,  Great  West  Road,  Isleworth, 
Middlesex 

Description  Maroon  capsules  each  containing 
deglycyrrhizinised  extract  of  liquorice  450mg 
(with  not  more  than  3  per  cent  cent  of 
glycyrrhizinic  acid) 

Indications  The  treatment  of  peptic  ulcer 
Dosage  Adults  only :   1  or  2  capsules  five 
times  daily 

Notes  Concurrent  antacid  therapy  may  be 
considered  necessary  initially 
Pack  Of  100  (£2  trade) 
Issued  May  15,  1972 

VENTOLIN  Spandets 

Manufacturer  Allen  &  Hanburys  Ltd,  Bethnal 
Green,  London  E2  6LA 
Description  Sustained  release  Spandets  with 
a  pink  layer  and  a  white  matrix  layer,  each 
containing  salbutamol  8mg 
Indications  Bronchial  asthma,  chronic  bron- 
chitis and  emphysema 

Dosage  Adults :  One  Spandet  night  and 
morning.  May  be  increased  to  a  maximum  of 
four  in  any  24  hours  in  more  severe  cases. 
Children :  (over  12  years)  one  Spandet  every 
12  hours 

Precautions    Care    should    be    taken  with 
patients  with  hypertension,  myocardial  insuffi- 
ciency or  thyrotoxicosis.  Should  not  as  a 
rule  be  prescribed  with  beta-blocking  drugs 
Side  effects  Fine  tremor  of  skeletal  muscles 
in  some  patients 
Pack  Of  50  (£1-95  trade) 
Supply  restrictions  PI,  S4B 
Issued  May  15,  1972 
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HAIR  CARE 

Relaunch  of 
Cream  Silk 
and  Clinic 

Two  Elida  re-launches  are  scheduled  for 
mid-May — Cream  Silk  and  Clinic. 

Cream  Silk,  claimed  the  brand  leader 
in  the  cream  rinse  section  of  the  condi- 
tioner market,  is  now  available  in  a  new 
variant — Cream  Silk  for  damaged  brittle 
hair  with  body-building  protein.  Elida's 
research  shows  that  30  per  cent  of  all 
women  use  a  conditioner  at  some  time, 
whilst  16  per  cent  use  a  conditioner  once 
a  week.  There  is  therefore  a  clear  indica- 
tion of  the  potential  growth  prospect  of 
the  conditioner  market.  Research  has  also 
proved  that  conditioners  are  used  for  two 
reasons.  The  first  is  to  control  unmanage- 
able hair  and  the  second  to  build  up  and 
restore  damaged  hair. 

The  new  Cream  Silk  formulation  in  a 
pink/beige  colour  is  to  answer  the  needs  of 
the  second  group  of  users  and  potential 
users.  The  current  formulation  of  Cream 
Silk  becomes  Cream  Silk  for  difficult  fly- 
away hair  with  natural  protein.  It  still 
retains  the  light  green  pastel  colour. 

Both  Cream  Silk  bottles  have  been  re- 
designed to  give  a  more  cosmetic  appeal 
with  shades  of  cream,  beige  and  brown 
being  used  throughout  the  packaging. 

£50,000,  said  to  be  the  largest  expendi- 
ture for  a  conditioner,  will  be  spent  on 
advertising  during  the  first  year. 

Recommended  retail  prices  are:  sachet 
£0  04+  and  bottle  £0-17. 

To  coincide  with  the  relaunch  of  Clinic 
medicated  shampoo  in  two  new  variants, 
Clinic  for  the  first  time  comes  under  the 
Elida  banner. 

Twenty-five  per  cent  of  all  women 
nominate  a  medicated  shampoo  as  their 
usual  choice  of  brand,  and  yet  of  these 
only  6  per  cent  have  a  real  dandruff 
problem.  Again  Elida  have  found  that 
two  distinct  groups  of  people  use  a  medi- 
cated shampoo — the  younger  women  who 
regard  healthy  hair  as  the  basis  of  beauti- 
ful hair,  and  the  older  family-orientated 
type,  more  interested  in  the  hygiene  of 
the  family  than  in  fashion.  A  high  propor- 
tion of  men  come  into  this  category. 

Once  these  target  groups  had  been 
identified,  Elida  developed  Clinic's  two 
new  variants — Cream  Beauty  Clinic  and 
Deep  Health  Clinic.  Cream  Beauty  Clinic 
is  an  opaque,  creamy  light  blue  formula- 
tion— unique  for  the  UK  medicated  sham- 
poo market,  whilst  Deep  Health  Clinic  is 
clear  and  dark  blue.  The  packaging  also 
takes  on  a  new  image  with  the  addition 
of  two  "biological  sex  symbols",  whilst 
the  slogan  "Healthy  hair  is  beautiful" 
appears  on  both  packs. 

Advertising     in     women's  magazines 


starts  at  the  end  of  May.  There  will  be  a 
full  range  of  display  material  and  special 
trade  bonuses  will  operate. 

Recommended  retails  prices  are:  sachet 
£003,  standard  bottle  £0-1 5j,  and  family 
size  £0-27.  All  available  from  Elida  Gibbs 
Ltd,  PO  Box  1DY,  Portman  Square, 
London  Wl. 

Beecham  leaders 

In  1971  sales  of  shampoos  totalled  almost 
£19m,  an  increase  of  £2-4m  on  the  1967 
figure,  and  there  is  every  indication  that 
this  growth  pattern  will  continue.  Yet  one 
manufacturer  alone,  Beecham  Products, 
claims  to  hold  almost  a  third  of  this 
market  with  its  three  leading  brands — 
Vosene,  Silvikrin  New  Naturals  and  New 
Bristow's. 

Research  has  shown  that  almost  50  per 
cent  of  all  women  in  the  UK  suffer  from 
"dandruff".  Of  these,  10  per  cent  suffer 
from  severe  dandruff  and  consequently 
seek  products  with  a  "treatment"  claim 
or  use  prescribed  brands.  The  remainder 
look  for  a  shampoo  suitable  for  the  whole 
family  which  will  both  prevent  dandruff 
and  keep  their  scalps  clean  and  healthy. 
This  is  the  area  in  which  Vosene  con- 
tinues to  dominate. 

The  active  ingredient,  SBU185,  has  been 
proven,  both  clinically  and  by  increasing 
consumer  demand,  to  be  an  effective  com- 
batant against  the  yeast  Pityosporum  ovale 
which  lives  on  the  scalp  and  is  believed  to 
be  a  cause  of  dandruff. 

In  the  "cosmetic"  sector,  Silvikrin  is  one 
of  the  two  leading  "popular  priced"  brands, 
and  is  currently  offered  with  a  consumer 
saving  of  4p  on  economy  and  2p  on  the 
standard  bottle  sizes. 

An  illustration  of  Beecham's  confidence 
in  their  New  Bristow's  shampoo  and 
conditioner-in-one,  is  the  £lm  advertising 
and  promotional  backing  given  to  the  pro- 
duct launch.  A  new  product  concept,  it 
gained  immediate  consumer  acceptance, 
and  has  already  achieved  a  market  posi- 
tion only  marginally  below  that  of  the  two 
market  leaders. 

The  recent  13  million  £0-04  coupon  dis- 


tribution carried  out  in  conjunction  with 
the  second-stage  launch  advertising  pro 
gramme,  is  expected  by  Beecham  to  estab 
lish  New  Bristow's  as  a  firm  brand  leade 
in  the  total  market  in  the  near  future. 

Anti-fade  added 

Nutress  Laboratories  have  introduced  a 
new  version  of  Thicken  Hair  with  a 
special  anti-fade  to  help  maintain  hair 
colour,  which  is  liable  to  bleaching  not 
only  by  the  sun's  ultra-violet  rays  but 
also  by  strong  office  lighting.  The  product 
helps  combat  colour  loss  with  an  ultra 
violet  filter  which  in  no  way  alters  the 
product's  setting,  thickening  and  condi- 
tioning action. 

In  two  sizes— 21 -cc  phial  (£017)  and 
100-cc  bottle  (£0-47)  Thicken  Hair  with 
anti-fade  is  available  for  immediate  de- 
livery from  Jackel  &  Co  Ltd,  Kitty 
Brewster  Estate,  Blyth,  Northumberland 

New  Summer  Blonde 

Two  strong  consumer-orientated  promo- 
tions are  currently  being  run  by  Bristol- 
Myers  on  Clairol  products. 

Packs  of  Summer  Blonde,  Clairol's 
shampoo-in  lightener,  currently  carry  an 
"8p-off"  sticker  which  reduces  the  recom- 
mended retail  price  from  £045  to  £0-37. 
This  promotion  coincides  with  the  intro- 
duction of  a  new  pack  which,  while  still 
carrying  the  attractive  "Blonde  on  the 
Beach"  design  of  the  original  pack,  is  now 
reduced  in  width  to  take  up  less  valuable 
shelf  space  but  made  taller  for  maximum 
point-of-sale  impact.  Such  a  substantial 
saving  to  the  consumer  is  expected  to 
encourage  purchase  by  new  users. 

There  is  also  a  current  consumer  pro- 
motion to  encourage  purchase  of  Nice  'n 
Easy  colourant,  and  sampling  of  the  new 
Nice  'n  Easy  hairspray.  All  purchasers  of 
Nice  'n  Easy  colourant  who  send  up  the 
flaps  of  one  carton  with  a  completed  form 
(distributed  at  point  of  sale)  will  be  mailed 
a  coupon  entitling  them  to  20p  off  Nice  'n 
Easy  hairspray. 

All  purchasers  of  Nice  'n  Easy  colour- 
ant who  send  up  two  proofs  of  purchase 
will  be  mailed  a  coupon  redeemable 
against  a  21  Og  Nice  'n  Easy  hairspray 
valued  at  £0-40.  This  attractive  consumer 
offer  closes  on  June  1,  1972,  and  this  date 
is  printed  on  the  point-of-sale  leaflets. 
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JOHNSON  and  JOHNSON 
BAND-AID* 
Plasters 

Holiday 
Supplement 


The  market 

Unlike  other  major  profit  and  growth 
areas  of  the  trade,  the  first-aid  dressings 
market  is  not  widely  fragmented.  Basic- 
ally two  major  manufacturers,  Johnson  & 
Johnson  Ltd  and  Smith  &  Nephew  Ltd, 
compete  for  an  annual  consumer  expen- 
diture of  £3-4  million  at  RSP.  That  was 
the  figure  in  1971,  though  if  the  market 
expands  at  the  predicted  rate,  sales  are 
likely  to  be  well  ahead  of  this  figure  in 
1972. 

Basically,   the   market   is   divided  into 
three   distinct    sectors,    broken    down  as 
follows :  — 
First  aid  dressings 

market  %  Sterling  value 

Individual  washproof  dressings  56-3 
Individual  fabric  dressings  201 
6in  and  1yd  strip  lengths  23  6 


1000 


Johnson  &  Johnson  Ltd,  with  their 
range  of  BAND-AID*  Plasters,  now  have 
over  50  per  cent  of  the  individual  wash- 
proof  dressings  sector. 

Their  launch  of  BAND-AID*  Wash- 
proof  Plasters  in  this  country  not  only 
prompted  growth  in  the  market  as  a  whole 
but  helped  raise  the  washproof  sector  to 
its  current  market  position. 

This  is  how  things  stand  at  the 
moment,  but  the  important  question  from 
the  pharmacists'  point  of  view  is,  where 
is  the  market  going  in  the  future? 

Obviously  up,  but  in  what  areas? 

It  seems  that  the  washproof  sector  has 
not  yet  reached  saturation  level.  Major 
manufacturers  like  Johnson  &  Johnson 
Ltd  are  pouring  substantial  amounts  of 
money  into  promoting  this  sector  by 
means  of  powerful  advertising  campaigns 
and  consumer  and  retailer  incentive 
schemes.  It  seems  likely  that  this  is  the 
area  in  which  any  major  growth  is  to  be 
seen. 

But  the  middle  sector  of  the  market, 
strip  lengths,  is  also  showing  distinct  signs 
of  growth.  The  reason  is  quite  simple. 

Until  recently  strips  were  left  lagging 
far  behind,  while  the  individual  dressings 
sector  raced  ahead  with  the  introduction 
of  washproof  plasters. 

But  it  seems  the  public  want  strip  dress- 
ings, though  not  necessarily  at  the  expense 
of  individual  dressings. 

In  1970.  Johnson  &  Johnson  Ltd. 
launched  the  first  one-yard  washproof 
dressings  strip,  which  featured  a  non- 
adherent covering  over  the  dressing  pad. 


and  quickly  gained  good  distribution 
through  chemist  outlets.  The  product  is 
now  growing  steadily  in  what  had  been 
traditionally  a  fabric-dominated  market. 

In  the  coming  months,  the  total  develop- 
ment of  the  first-aid  dressings  market  is 
likely  to  be  very  interesting,  as  a  result 


of  research  undertaken  by  major  manu- 
facturers into  the  market  and  its  trends. 

Getting  your  share 
of  the  market 

With  all  the  developments  going  on  with- 
in the  market,  and  the  potential  growth 
of  the  market  as  a  whole,  how  do  you 
make  the  most  of  it? 

Obviously,  you  stock  the  brand  leaders 
and  take  account  of  the  promotional  work 
each  manufacturer  is  doing.  Johnson  & 
Johnson  are  leaders  in  the  washproof 
field,  a  fast-growing  sector  in  the  market, 
and  this  year  they're  putting  more  money 
and  thought  behind  their  BAND-AID* 
Plasters  than  ever  before.  That's  one 
reason  why  you  should  stock  BAND- 
AID*  Plasters.  Secondly,  there's  profit,  and 
that's  a  big  word  in  anyone's  language.  In 
the  first-aid  dressings  market,  it  is  bigger 
than  most.  BAND-AID*  Plasters,  for 
example,  give  a  basic  profit  margin  of 
29  per  cent  which  compares  favourably 
with  many  of  the  other  traditional  items 
on  your  shelves. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.Higgins  and  family  brought  back 
a  few  things  they  didn't  pay  for. 


Dad  did  a  violent  samba, 
and  pulled  some  muscles  he 
didn't  know  he  had. 

The  doctor  was  stout  and 
hearty,and  so  was  his  bill. 


Billy  got  carried  away 
by  the  sea-food  and  lush 
fruit.  He  spent  two  days 
in  hospital  with  a  funny 
tummy. 

Though  the  expenses 
weren't  funny  at  all. 


Mum  was  stung  by  a 
yellow-eyed, green -tailed 
stripey  thing  that  went 
buzz-buzz.  The  price  of 
the  antidote  stung,  too. 


Little  Jane  sprained 
an  ankle  while  trying  to 
harpoon  sharks  in  the 
shallows.  She  had  the 
same  doctor  as  dad. 


Luckily  the  pack  of  BAND-AID 
Plasters  mum  bought  at  home  had  a 
special  offer  of  free  family  holiday 
insurance. 

As  a  family  they  were  covered 
for  personal  accident  (up  to  £500), 
medical  expenses  (up  to  £100), and 
loss  of  deposit  (up  to  £50)  as  well. 

Lots  more  holiday-makers  are 
going  to  want  the  cover  the  Higgins 
family  had.  So  make  sure  you  stock 
plenty  of  BAND-AID  Plasters  this 
summer.  You  can  buy  them  in  this 
neat  counter  display  complete  with 
leaflets  from  most  chemist  wholesalers. 

0  V         LTD  1972 


PL  BASE  TAKE  A  LEAFLET 

Holiday 
Insurance 
Scheme 
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Shelf  allocation 

Today,  space  is  at  a  premium  every- 
where and  especially  in  the  chemist  shop, 
so  potential  profit  from  any  product  has 
to  be  very  carefully  matched  against  shelf 
or  counter  space. 

The  best  products  to  stock,  therefore, 
are  the  brand  leaders  because  they  are 
the  products  that  the  public  want,  and 
because  of  that  they  will  move  faster  off 
the  shelves. 

How  do  you  make  the  most  of  them? 

The  important  point  to  remember  is 
that  all  first-aid  dressings  are  almost  en- 
tirely impulse  purchases,  so  if  the  retailer 
is  to  get  his  fair  share  of  consumer  pur- 
chases, it  is  important  that  the  products 
are  displayed  at  a  point  where  they  are 
readily  seen  by  his  customers. 

The  best  place,  because  of  their  size, 
is  on  the  counter  or  above  the  cash  register 
where  they  are  in  full  view  of  customers 
waiting  to  be  served. 

To  this  end,  Johnson  &  Johnson  have 
produced  three  counter  display  stands 
which  have  been  specially  designed  to 
make  the  very  best  use  of  the  space  they 
occupy. 


How  are  the  major 
manufacturers 
helping  you 
to  sell  more  ? 

Well,  firstly  they  have  provided  the 
products  that  sell  and  wherever  possible 
they  improve  them.  Johnson  &  Johnson  are 
in  the  process,  at  this  moment,  of  chang- 
ing the  adhesive  on  all  BAND-AID* 
Washproof  Plasters  to  a  new  high-stick 
acrylic  adhesive,  specially  developed  to 
ensure  a  minimum  of  skin  irritation. 

At  the  same  time,  they  watch  develop- 
ments in  the  market  very  carefully  and 
where  there  is  a  gap  they  develop  a  pro- 
duct to  meet  the  need.  For  example, 
Johnson  &  Johnson's  recently  launched 
one-yard  washproof  strip  has  quickly 
proved  that  there  is  a  demand  for  this 
type  of  product  and  not  at  the  expense  of 
other  sectors  of  the  plaster  market. 

Secondly,  they  try  to  make  it  easy  for 
people  to  use  the  product.  All  individual 
BAND-AID*  Washproof  Plasters  are 
individually  wrapped  and  sterilised  so 
that  they  are  protected  before  they  pro- 
tect the  wound.  This  means  that  you  can 
keep  BAND-AID*  Washproof  Plasters 
anywhere  you  like — and  they'll  always  be 
clean  and  sterile  when  you  need  them. 

But  now,  to  encourage  product  usage 
even  more,  Johnson  &  Johnson  have  added 
an  assorted  wallet  pack  to  the  range  of 
BAND-AID*  Plasters.  This  assorted  wal- 
let pack  features  three  attractive  surface 
designs  and  retails  at  just  lOp.  It  has 
been  designed  as  an  inexpensive  handy 
pack  for  pockets  and  handbags,  and 
results  since  its  launch  in  September  1971 
have  been  very  encouraging.  One  of  the 
main  problems  in  product  usage  is  that 
all  too  often  when  you  cut  yourself  you 
don't  have  a  plaster  to  hand.  Johnson  & 


Johnson,  realising  this,  have  designed  their 
packaging  for  BAND-AID*  Plasters  to 
make  it  easy  to  carry  one  with  you 
wherever  you  go. 


In  the  coming  months,  Johnson  &  John- 
son Ltd  are  running  two  incentive  schemes 
— one  for  the  chemist  and  one  for  his 
customers. 

Holiday 

Mileometer 

Competition 

The  BAND-AID*  Washproof  Plasters 
Holiday  Mileometer  Competition  is  the 
trade  promotion,  which  runs  continuously 
until  June  and  gives  retailers  the  chance 
to  win  a  fabulous  holiday  for  two  any- 
where up  to  12,000  miles  away,  depending 
on  the  number  of  "miles"  of  BAND-AID* 
Washproof  Plasters  they  buy. 

The  basis  of  the  competition  is  that 
"miles"  are  allocated  every  time  you  buy 
a  quantity  of  BAND-AID*  Washproof 
Plasters.  Additionally,  more  "miles"  can 
be  had  by  taking  one  of  the  special  dis- 
play stands.  At  the  end  of  the  six  months' 
promotion  period,  all  the  "miles"  you've 


bought  are  added  up  and  the  prizes 
awarded  in  three  "zones" — up  to  3,000 
miles,  3,000-6,000  miles  and  6,000-12,000 
miles.  Not  only  this,  but  two  of  the 
assistants  who've  helped  each  winning 
pharmacy  get  a  prize,  will  each  get  a  week- 
end for  two  in  Paris.  For  the  customers, 
there's  a  special  promotion  too. 

Holiday  Insurance 
Scheme 

All  your  customers  who  buy  BAND-AID* 
Washproof  Plasters  from  the  special 
counter  display  units  that  have  been  pro- 
duced will  be  entitled  to  free  holiday 
insurance  valid  anywhere  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  Eire  or  the  Continent  of 
Europe  (subject  to  the  usual  conditions) 
during  this  summer  under  the  BAND- 
AID*  Washproof  Plasters  Holiday  In- 
surance Scheme. 

The  reason  is  to  encourage  more  people 
to  buy  BAND-AID*  Plasters  during  this, 
the  peak  sales  period.  All  they  have  to  do 
is  pick  up  a  leaflet,  fill  in  the  details  of 
their  holiday  and  send  off  a  BAND-AID* 
Plasters  wrapper,  sales  are  expected  to 
reflect  this  ingenious  consumer  offer. 
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The  Band-Aid*  Washproof  Plasters 
TV  advertising  campaign 


In  the  coming  months,  more  customers 
than  ever  are  likely  to  be  wanting  BAND- 
AID*  Washproof  Plasters.  The  reason? 
A  powerful  new  television  advertising 
campaign  designed  to  create  high  con- 
sumer interest  at  a  time  when  first-aid 
dressings  reach  their  normal  seasonal  sales 
peak. 


Johnson  &  Johnson  are  using  three  new 
commercials  which  will  be  shown  to  95 
per  cent  of  the  target  audience  in  major 
selected  areas. 

The  theme  of  the  campaign  is  "No 
matter  where  you  are  or  what  you  are 
doing — carry  a  BAND-AID*  Washproof 
Plaster". 


Advertiser's  announcement 

These  three  15-second  situation  com- 
mercials take  a  lighthearted  look  at  some 
of  the  unlikely  places  and  equally  un- 
likely people  who  might  use  BAND-AID* 
Washproof  Plasters,  with  all  three  major- 
ing on  the  point  that  the  plasters  are 
protected  themselves  before  they  protect 
the  wound. 

The  support  given  by  this  planned  pro- 
motion should  give  the  plaster  market  its 
best  sales  record  ever. 

(*  Registered  Trade  Mark) 


BAND-AID  Washproof  Plasters 

15  second  commercial  "GANGSTER" 


:  ; 


»0 


BAND-AID  Washproof  Plasters 

15  second  commercial  "MAGICIAN" 


BAND-AID  Washproof  Plasters 

15  second  commercial  "TARZAN" 
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COMMENT 


Double  quarter-century 

"I  can  appreciate  both  the  employer's  and  the  employee's 
standpoints — I  believe  the  successful  future  of  pharmacy 
depends  on  the  unity  and  co-operation  of  these  two 
sections  ...  I  uphold  an  improved  system  of  education 
provided  it  is  directed  to  meet  the  requirements  of  and  to 
benefit  all  engaged  in  pharmacy". 

"We  must  be  constantly  alert  to  ensure  pharmaceutical 
representation  wherever  pharmaceutical  problems  are  likely 
to  arise  .  .  .  refresher  courses  should  be  introduced  on  a 
national  basis  as  soon  as  possible  .  .  .  Our  minimum  quali- 
fication should  be  such  that  when  qualified  the  pharmacist 
can  apply  for,  and  hold  down,  any  pharmaceutical  appoint- 
ment .  .  .  Now  is  the  opportune  time  for  the  Council  to  be 
building  retail  pharmacy  up  to  its  highest  possible  profes- 
sional level.  The  pharmacist  in  his  pharmacy  can  be  as 
professional  as  any  other  pharmacist  elsewhere." 

Those  quotes  are  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
Council  election  statements  of  25  years  ago — the  first  by 
Miss  M.  A.  Burr,  the  second  by  Mr  H.  Steinman.  Both 
candidates  were  successful  in  gaining  places — and  have 
remained  in  continuous  service  ever  since,  each  achieving 
the  office  of  president. 

Congratulations  on  this  record  of  service  were  expressed 
at  last  week's  Council  meeting,  but  the  true  record  by 
which  any  member  should  be  judged  is  of  "results".  Of 
course,  no  one  member  makes  a  policy,  but  it  can  be 
seen  from  the  above  election  address  extracts  that  both 
were  keen  to  see  the  profession  advance  by  educational 
improvements — and  in  that  they  have  been  singularly  suc- 
cessful. The  end  of  the  "double  qualification"  came  fairly 
quickly;  refresher  courses  have  taken  much  longer,  and  we 
are  still  fighting  to  achieve  public  recognition  of  the  high 
"professional  level"  of  the  retail  pharmacist.  But  the  direc- 
i  tion  of  movement  can  be  seen,  and  we  are  sure  that  Miss 
Burr  and  Mr.  Steinman  have  played  no  small  part  in  its 
engineering. 

Taking  the  lady  first,  the  name  of  Mary  Burr  has  be- 
come synonymous  with  the  Society's  benevolence  activities 


in  recent  years,  and  there  are  many  among  the  membership 
who  have  had  cause  to  be  grateful  for  the  feminine  under- 
standing brought  to  bear  on  their  hardship.  The  highlight 
so  far  of  her  years  on  Council,  being  of  course,  the  presi- 
dency in  1962-63 — a  year  that  saw  publication  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  the  General  Practice  of  Phar- 
macy. 

Miss  Burr  has  also  carried  the  torch  of  pharmacy  far 
beyond  Bloomsbury  Square,  through  many  years  of  high- 
rank  in  the  Brtish  Red  Cross  Society  and  activity  in  her 
local  community. 

Harry  Steinman  has  made  a  double  contribution  to 
pharmacy  through  his  membership  of  the  National  Phar- 
maceutical Union  Executive  Committee  and  its  chairman- 
ship in  both  the  silver  and  golden  jubilee  years.  Always 
the  champion  of  the  single-handed  pharmacist,  he  has 
worn  the  two  "hats"  as  though  they  were  one  and  Mallin- 
son  House  has  been  left  in  no  more  doubt  of  the 
"ethics"  of  the  profession  than  has  Bloomsbury  Square  of 
its  retailing  background. 

Treasurer's  burden 

It  takes  such  a  man  to  put  through,  as  treasurer  of  a 
professional  body  with  compulsory  membership,  the  in- 
creases in  retention  fee  of  recent  years.  Provision  for  infla- 
tion may  be  accepted  by  all,  but  provision  for  legal  battles 
—some  have  said  "adventures" — lost,  for  new  buildings, 
and  the  like,  are  calculated  to  arouse  sharp  reaction.  And 
it  must  have  been  in  the  mind  of  many  a  Council  mem- 
ber to  thank  his  stars  that  at  annual  meetings  there  was  a 
man  of  Mr  Steinman's  calibre  to  face  the  critics  on  behalf 
of  the  whole  Council. 

Twenty-five  years  is  a  long  time  in  the  recent  history  of 
the  pharmaceutical  profession.  Much  has  changed,  and 
leadership  has  sometimes  been  at  a  premium.  But  when 
Miss  Burr  and  Mr  Steinman  make  way  for  new  blood,  let 
those  who  follow  strive  to  contribute  as  much.  Meanwhile, 
we  know  that  both  will  continue  to  serve  their  profession, 
inside  and  outside  the  Council  chamber. 


International  Nonproprietary  Names  for 
Pharmaceutical  Substances.  Cumulative 
List  No.  3,  1971.  World  Health  Organisa- 
tion. Available  from  HM  Stationery  Office, 
PO  Box  569,  London  SE1  9NH.  9£  X  6£ 
in.  Pp  189.  £2-40. 

The  third  cumulative  list  of  proposed 
international  nonproprietary  names  com- 
prises 2,733  names  published  between  1953 
and  1971  in  the  WHO  Chronicle. 

They  are  given  in  both  English  and 
Latin  forms  and  are  accompanied  by  the 
systematic  chemical  names  and  molecular 
formulae.  Descriptions  are  applied  to  cer- 
tain antibiotics  and  other  substances  whose 
chemical  composition  has  not  yet  been 
established. 

A  new  feature  is  the  inclusion  of  an 


index  of  molecular  formulae,  which  en- 
ables the  name  of  a  substance  to  be 
traced  from  a  knowledge  of  its  formula. 

The  rules  of  procedure  for  the  selection 
of  international  names  for  pharmaceutical 
substances  and  the  principles  for  devising 
such  names  are  given  in  an  annex. 

The  Drug  Makers.  William  Breckon. 
Eyre  Methuen  Ltd,  11  Fetter  Lane, 
London  EC4P  4EE.  Pp  222.  £3-50. 
Mr  Breckon,  previously  science  and 
medical  correspondent  of  the  Daily  Mail 
and  now  editor  of  Medical  News-Tribune 
has  produced  an  easily  readable  account 
of  the  companies  that  make  up  the 
pharmaceutical  industry  in  the  UK. 

The  book  is  divided  into  three  parts 
beginning  with  an  historical  background, 
the  organisation — its  growth  and  owner- 
ship and  a  chapter  on  how  a  drug  is  made. 

The  second  part  discusses  prices  and 
profits,  advertising  and  promotions  and 


the  safety  factor.  The  final  part  describes 
the  relationship  between  the  pharmaceuti- 
cal industry  and  doctors  and  the  long 
"struggle"  by  the  Government  to  see  that 
"it  is  not  being  exploited  by  the  manu- 
facturers". 


Edinburgh  Chemists'  Golf  Club.  Winner  of 
the  captain's  prize  at  the  Barnton  outing 
was  W.  Watson  (19)  67.  Other  results:  Best 
Scratch,  J.  H.  H.  Groat  77 ;  no  1  section : 
T.  R.  Johnson,  (9)  73,  F.  J.  Denholm  (11) 
73,  T.  Ewing  (12)  73;  no  2  section:  M. 
Meehan  (16)  69. 

South  London  and  Surrey  Pharmacists  Golf- 
ing Society.  Played  at  Kingswood,  the  winner 
of  the  John  Widdocks  Memorial  trophy  was 
S.  M.  Hutchinson  (12-2)  36.  Second,  Alex 
Reary  (7-1)  34;  third,  Ron  Hedges  (8)  32. 
Winner  of  the  Bobby  Lock  trophy  was  A.  N. 
Smith  (22)  32. 


680 — Chemist  &  Druggist    May  13,  1972 


INTERNATIONAL  PHARMACY  MANAGEMENT  CONFERENCE 


White  Paper  on  NHS 
reorganisation 
promised  'soon' 

It  is  the  intention  shortly  to  issue  a  White  Paper  setting  out  decisions  on  many  matters 
left  uncertain  in  the  consultative  document  on  NHS  reorganisation  issued  in  1971.  This 
was  stated  by  Mr  Michael  Alison,  deputy  secretary,  Department  of  Health,  in  an  address 
which  he  was  to  have  given  at  the  banquet  of  the  International  Pharmacy  Management 
Conference  held  in  Brighton  last  week. 


Prevented  from  attending  at  the  last 
minute  because  of  Parliamentary  duties 
his  speech  was  read  by  Mr  P.  Benner, 
an  under-secretary  at  the  Department. 

In  his  reference  to  the  future  pattern 
of  the  Health  Service  Mr  Alison  said 
there  would  still  be  uncertainties  after 
the  White  Paper  and  some  matters  cur- 
rently being  considered  would  be  the 
subject  for  guidance  later.  Others  would 
be  for  decision  by  the  new  Authorities. 

The  study  group  considering  detailed 
management  arrangements  of  the  new 
service  was  expected  to  make  recommen- 
dations later  in  the  year  and  when  advice 
was  issued  it  would  be  for  the  new 
authorities  to  decide  exactly  how  it  should 
be  applied  to  their  particular  circum- 
stances and  needs. 

One  of  the  matters  to  which  the  Depart- 
ment was  giving  a  good  deal  of  attention 
and  which  would  be  discussed  was  the 
new  professional  advisory  machinery. 

"I  can  say  that  the  new  family  prac- 
titioner committees  will  continue  to  need 
advice  from  the  contracting  professions 
as  executive  councils  do  now  and  we  do 
not  envisage  many  changes  in  the  existing 
arrangements." 

Earlier  Mr  Alison's  speech  admitted 
that  change  and  adjustment  to  change 
were  no  strangers  to  the  pharmaceutical 
world.  Pharmacy  in  all  its  facets  had 
been  and  would  continue  to  be  a  major 
and  honoured  participant  in  the  NHS. 

'The  third  element' 

Developments  however  were  moving  at 
an  increasing  pace  and  increasingly  in 
industry,  in  the  hospital  and  in  general 
practice  and  it  was  recognised  that  a  third 
element  needed  to  be  added  to  the  com- 
bination of  scientific  excellence  and  pro- 
fessional standards. 

"This  third  discipline  was  the  need  to 
ensure  the  efficient  use  of  our  resources. 
It  is  as  necessary  for  the  single  pharmacist 
working  in  the  community  as  it  is  for 
the  giant  Departments  of  State.  Our  use 
of  resources,  be  they  material,  financial, 
or  human,  needs  to  be  studied  so  the 
decision  are  well  made  on  the  basis 
of  accurate  information.  In  all  areas 
there  must  be  the  pursuit  of  knowledge 
and  we  must  recognise  the  value  of  those 
who  promote  and  encourage  that  activity. 


Your  Institute  had  done  much  to  deserve 
such  recognition",  he  added. 

On  the  international  front  Mr  Alison 
said:  "Health  transcends  national  front- 
iers of  State  or  status,  so  it  is  that  the 
professions  who  are  concerned  in  the 
fight  against  illness  derive  valuable  experi- 
ence from  international  co-operation  and 
the  exchange  of  ideas.  I  would  be  sur- 
prised if  you  have  not  discovered  many 
things  you  have  in  common  despite  the 
wide  range  of  your  interests." 

On  the  effects  of  joining  the  European 
Economic  Community  he  said  the  Gov- 
ernment had  already  lodged  requests  to 
be  consulted  about  any  directives  con- 
cerning pharmacy  before  the  Council  of 
Ministers  reached  a  decision  on  them. 


Referring  to  health  centres  and  group 
practices  a  proposal  to  restrict  the  auto- 
matic right  of  pharmacists  to  contract  to 
provide  NHS  services  was  being  considered 
by  the  Department. 

Dr  T.  G.  Booth  in  proposing  the  toast 
to  the  Department  of  Health  said  that 
because  of  the  dependence  of  the  retail 
pharmacist  on  his  traditional  source  of 
income  the  Institute  believed  in  providing 
a  sound  educational  grounding  in  general 
management  techniques  particularly  at 
postgraduate  level.  Such  studies  had 
spread  to  the  undergraduate  level  in  many 
schools  of  pharmacy  and  he  hoped  to 
see  the  day  when  a  full  syllabus  was  part 
of  the  curriculum  of  every  school."  I 
would  ask  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to 
provide  a  forum  for  those  teachers  in- 
terested in  the  field  in  order  to  define  the 
educational  syllabus  limits  and  to  estab- 
lish the  subject  as  one  in  its  own  right." 

Mr  Desmond  Lewis,  secretary  and 
registrar,  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain,  replied  to  a  toast  to  the  Society 
proposed  by  Mr  H.  W.  Tomski. 

With  the  forthcoming  expansion  of  the 
European  Economic  Community,  Britain 
had  much  to  contribute  to  pharmacy  in 
Europe  said  Mr  Lewis  in  his  reply.  The 
British  system  had  been  copied  in  many 
countries  overseas  and  he  had  heard  no 
criticism  of  pharmacy  as  practised  in 
those  countries  nor  in  Britain  where  270 
million  prescriptions  were  dispensed  every 
year. 


Economics  of  Irish  pharmacy 


For  the  Eastern  part  of  the  Republic  of 
Ireland,  April  1  saw  the  commencement 
of  their  National  Health  Service.  Later 
in  the  year  the  Service  is  being  extended 
to  the  remainder  of  the  country. 

Mr  Michael  Shannon  who  addressed 
the  conference  on  "The  Economics  of 
Irish  Pharmacy"  said  that  the  Republic 
had  the  lowest  population  per  pharmacy 
in  the  whole  of  Europe.  Before  April  1 
the  figure  was  1,600  and  afterwards  2,500 
because  of  the  disappearance  of  the  pub- 
lic dispensaries.  For  the  UK  he  said  the 
equivalent  number  was  3,700. 

The  new  situation  was  that  there  were 
now  about  1.200  pharmacies  in  Eire  and 
2,033  pharmacists  on  the  Register.  For 
the  first  time  all  dispensing  would  be 
carried  out  by  pharmacists  in  their  phar- 
macies. Pharmacists,  he  said,  should  aim 
for  a  salary  from  the  practice  of  their 
profession  of  £4,000  at  least,  based  on 
present  money  values  and  they  should 
relate  their  fees  and  prices  to  figures 
which  would  not  devalue  their  status. 

The  Government  and  Department  of 
Health  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  and  interested  bodies 
should  think  in  terms  of  a  planned  phar- 
maceutical service  while  in  some  areas  a 
subsidised  service  may  be  necessary. 

"If  we  desire  to  uplift  ourselves  econo- 
mically and  professionally  we  should  think 
in  terms  of  'Hours  of  Attendance'  in  our 


pharmacies  rather  than  'Hours  of  Busi- 
ness' and  we  should  at  the  same  time 
rationalise  our  working  hours,"  he  said. 
If  profits  were  proportionate  to  their 
extended  hours  of  opening,  "we  would  be 
a  very  highly  paid  profession." 

He  thought  that  the  turnover  of  the 
average  pharmacy  was  under  £29,000. 

From  personal  surveys  carried  out 
recently,  he  had  established  that  some 
ancillary  activities  such  as  cosmetics  and 
photographies,  while  boosting  turnover 
did  not  give  an  adequate  net  profit  return. 
The  value  of  stock  carried  of  those  pro- 


It  "* 

Mr  M.  Shannon 
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A  group  of  conference  visitors  from  outside  the  UK.  From  left:  A.  Vails  Salvat,  Spain; 
E.  Lund-Jacobsen,  Denmark;  M.  F.  Broderick,  Eire;  S.  A.  Akinabi,  Nigeria,  R.  F. 
Armbrust,  Holland;  Dr  M.  J.  Huston,  Canada;  Professor  R.  F.  Timoney,  Eire;  and 
R.  Fyllingen,  Norway 


ducts  tended  to  be  high  as  compared 
with  pharmaceuticals,  but  the  latter  pro- 
vi-led  a  higher  net  profit. 

The  net  profit  from  which  personal 
income  was  derived  was  the  important 
factor  and  tended  to  be  low  in  relation 
to  number  of  hours  worked. 

Health  centres  were  still  missing  from 
thi  Irish  scene  but  the  evolution  of  "group 
medical  practice"  was  creating  problems. 
Seme  pharmacies  had  had  a  prescription 
"bonanza"  because  of  the  siting  of  their 
surgeries  while  some  had  been  adversely 
affected.  "I  cannot  yet  accept  that  the 
health  centre  is  good  for  the  patient  or 
the  pharmacist,"  said  Mr  Shannon 

While  some  firms  in  the  Irish  industry 
accepted  the  value  of  pharmacists  not  all 
of  them  did.  "Unless  Irish  and  UK 
pharmacists  recognise  the  value  of  proper 
training  in  management  techniques,  they 
will  rarely  be  invited  into  the  boardroom 
and  will  have  to  be  content  with  employ- 
ment at  technical  level,"  he  said. 

There  was  a  grave  danger  that  the 
expanding  Health  Services  would  be  doc- 
tor orientated.  "We  hope  to  influence  the 
Minister  in  the  Hospital  Pharmacy  Sector 
by  the  greater  utilisation  of  pharmacists 
at  regional  and  other  levels  to  ensure  an 
efficient  and  economic  hospital  pharma- 
ceutical service  for  our  country.  If  the 
pharmaceutical  industry  in  Ireland  and 
the  UK  is  to  be  called  'Pharmaceutical' 
and  not  'Chemical'  we  must  master  the 
science  of  management." 

Why  33^  per  cent? 

On  the  question  of  profits  Mr  Shannon 
said  that  in  the  old  days  the  pharmacist 
made  his  own  preparations  and  received 
a  satisfactory  financial  return.  "Today 
the  drug  manufacturers  call  the  tune  and 
say  the  pharmacist  should  receive  33| 
per  cent  gross.  I  strongly  urge  pharmacists 
to  break  away  from  this  estimate.  How 
can  any  one  equate  the  professional  per- 
son supplying  a  medicine  which  only  he 
may  legally  sell,  with  selling  some  cosmetic 
or  photographic  appliance  at  an  equivalent 
rate  of  profit?"  he  asked.  He  suggested 
the  dropping  of  retail  prices  where 
prescribed  medicines  and  drugs  were 
concerned.  In  any  case  one  did  not  "retail" 
medicines  as  such  since  one  must  await  a 
medical  prescription.  He  suggested  pricing 
as  follows :  Cost  price  and  a  fee  related 
to  the  cost  of  the  drug  and  time  involved; 
by  present  standards  the  fee  could  range 
from  £0-75  upwards.  Medicines  and 
tablets  which  could  be  sold  across  the 
counter  by  pharmacists  should  have  a 
mark-up  of  approximately  100  per  cent. 

With  such  economic  thinking  the  finan- 
cial weakness  which  assailed  the  practice 
of  pharmacy  would  take  a  forward  step 
and  the  idea  of  professional  pharmacy 
would  not  seem  so  impossible,  he  claimed. 

He  did  not  condemn  ancillary  activities 
as  such,  but  he  did  not  support  their 
combination  with  the  professional  side  of 
pharmacy  and  the  use  of  their  combined 
returns  as  the  basis  of  remuneration  for 
the  pharmacist.  "If  our  professional  work 
is  not  adequate  to  give  us  sufficient  finan- 
cial remuneration,  then  we  should  not 
waste  our  time  in  the  profession." 

During  question  time  Mr  Shannon  told 
members  that  a  suggestion  of  a  5-mile 


limit  in  which  doctors  did  not  dispense 
was  cut  down  to  3-miles  but  all  patients 
had  the  right  to  demand  a  prescription. 

He  believed  in  the  physical  separation 
of  "peripheral  merchandise"  in  a  phar- 
macy from  the  dispensing  side.  Wherever 
possible  this  separation  should  be  done, 
he  said.  Has  there  been  any  increase  in 
doctor-dispensing  asked  Mr  Mervyn 
Madge  since  the  advent  of  a  national 
health  service  and  the  closing  down  of 
public  dispensaries?  As  the  service  only 
began  in  April  and  was  so  far  confined  to 
the  East  it  was  too  early  to  say  said 
Mr  Shannon. 

Pharmacy  in 
Europe 

"Many  of  us  are  going  to  be  drawing  our 
state  pensions  before  agreement  is  reached 
on  a  joint  pharmaceutical  approach  in 
the  Common  Market  said  Mr  Mervyn 
Madge  after  giving  an  address  which 
traced  the  background  to  the  community 
up  to  date.  Earlier  Mr  Madge  had  said 
what  at  first  glance  seemed  simple  on  the 
road  to  harmonisation,  became  more  and 
more  complex  as  examination  of  the  prob- 
lem proceeded  and  will  become  even  more 
so  with  the  entry  of  four  more  States. 
There  were  barriers  to  freedom  of  move- 
ment, of  establishment,  of  the  need  for 
mutual  recognition  of  qualification  and 
educational  standards,  should  there  be 
control  on  opening,  or  complete  freedom 
of  commercial  enterprise  and  exploitation? 

It  had  taken  roughly  ten  years  to  arrive 
at  the  rejected  draft  directives.  Will  the 
new  entrants  speed  things  or  cause  even 
greater  delay?  "The  next  decade  could 
be  one  of  great  opportunities  for  phar- 
macy and  the  Common  Market,  and  one 
of  great  dangers  and  perils.  May  the 
decisions — unfortunately  they  will  not  be 


made  by  pharmacists — be  the  right  ones," 
he  said. 

Sir  Hugh  Linstead  who  chaired  the  ses- 
sion said  the  word  "harmonisation"  had 
got  to  be  reinterpreted  even  if  the  relevant 
part  of  the  Rome  Treaty  was  not  altered. 
He  thought  that  there  would  be  only 
three  things  upon  which  the  Council  of 
Ministers  would  pronounce  over  the  next 
two  or  three  years.  They  might  do  it 
against  the  wishes  of  the  pharmacists  or, 
he  hoped,  with  their  approval.  One  was 
fairly  simple  the  harmonisation  of  the 
approval  of  standards  of  medicines  so 
that  if  a  product  was  recognised  in  Ger- 
many it  would  be  recognised  in  the 
other  nine  countries.  All  wanted  this 
brought  about.  Then  there  was  the  mutual 
recognition  of  pharmacists.  That  is  to  say, 
life  and  medicines  being  the  same  value 
in  all  10  countries  a  pharmacist  who  is 
qualified  to  save  life  in  England  is 
equally  qualified  to  save  life  in  Holland. 
Finally  the  Ministers  may  impose  the 
right  of  a  pharmacist  to  set  up  in  business 
in  another  country. 

Mr  Armbrust,  Holland,  said  that  "the 
pharmacists  will  have  to  give  in  because 
they  are  not  a  big  pressure  group  com- 
pared with  the  farmers  say  of  France." 
Agreement  would  be  a  matter  of  political 
bargaining  or  expediency. 

The  existing  pattern  of  pharmacy  in 
several  European  countries  was  the  sub- 
ject of  papers  by  pharmacists  from  the 
countries  throughout  the  week.  The 
Danish  and  Spanish  systems  have  already 
been  referred  to  (last  week  p652).  Those 
for  Holland,  Norway  and  Sweden  are 
mentioned  on  p  682. 

□  Mr  John  Evans,  senior  director, 
Sangers  Ltd,  conducted  a  section  of  the 
delegates  on  a  tour  of  inspection  of  the 
company's  local  branch  warehouse.  The 
warehouse,  he  said,  was  a  typical  example 
of  other  Sanger  branches  throughout  the 
country.  About  20.000  items  were  in 
stock  most  of  the  time. 
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Continued  from  p  681 

Status  of 
pharmacists 
in  Holland 

The  Dutch  pharmacist  was  looked  on  by 
the  medical  practitioner  as  his  equal  be- 
cause of  the  longer  training  period  he 
had  to  undergo  before  qualifying,  said 
R.  F.  Armbrust,  while  addressing  the  Con- 
ference on  recent  developments  in  Dutch 
pharmacy. 

Mr  Armbrust  said  that  meetings  of 
doctors  were  arranged  by  a  number  of 
pharmacists  at  regular  intervals,  the 
pharmacists  giving  details  of  new  medi- 
cines, their  dosage,  side  effects  and  so  on. 
Manufacturers  were  encouraged  to  chan- 
nel this  information  to  the  pharmacist 
instead  of  sending  representatives  around 
all  the  doctors.  He  recalled  that  pharma- 
cists had  lost  a  lot  of  trade  to  the  drug- 
gists in  the  early  1960s  because  "they  did 
not  like  selling".  The  druggists  multiplied 
in  consequence  and,  backed  by  industry, 
they  made  strong  representation  to  parlia- 
ment to  have  the  right  to  dispense. 

This  was  overcome  mainly  by  pressure 
from  the  wholesale  association  for  phar- 
macists who  said  they  would  boycott 
those  manufacturers  who  lent  their  sup- 
port. 

One  of  the  big  problems  facing  pharma- 
cists in  Holland  today,  said  Mr  Armbrust, 
was  the  rapid  increase  in  students  studying 
pharmacy.  What  was  going  to  happen 
when  they  all  qualified  he  was  not  able 
to  predict.  The  factors  behind  the  increase 
were  that  in  1940  there  were  840  pharma- 
cists and  60  students  in  a  population  of 
8  million.  In  1950  there  were  about  the 
same  number  of  pharmacists  but  only  24 
students  and  a  population  of  10  million; 
while  in  1960,  830  pharmacists,  24 
students,  and  12  million  population. 

During  the  latter  years  pharmacists 
were  earning  £8,000  or  so,  thus  none 
wanted  to  buy  a  business.  Consequently 
pharmacy  owners  due  to  retire  found  they 
had  difficulty  in  selling  their  businesses. 

The  education  authorities  cut  the  period 
of  study  to  7  years  (formerly  up  to  10 
years),  this  brought  in  the  extra  demand 
for  places  at  the  universities  and  the 
present  position  where  1,020  are  currently 
taking  pharmacy  and  over  400  are  expected 
to  graduate  within  the  next  3  years. 

Nationalisation 
in  Sweden 

One  year  after  the  Swedish  pharmacies 
had  been  nationalised,  pharmacists  are 
satisfied  with  the  progress,  according  to 
Ake  Nohrlander,  a  Swedish  accountant, 
who  read  a  paper  on  the  work  and  func- 
tion  of  the  Apoteksbolaget — the  parent 


body  established  to  take  over  all  the 
pharmacies  in  the  country.  He,  however, 
admitted  that  the  staff  at  its  Stockholm 
headquarters  was  now  160,  a  rise  of  60 
on  the  year,  but,  he  said,  that  reflected 
the  growing  service  extended  to  the  630 
pharmacies  the  organisation  controlled. 

About  H  years  ago,  before  the  company 
was  started,  a  "drastic  reduction  of  5-6 
per  cent  was  achieved  in  wholesale  distri- 
bution costs  with  the  introduction  of  a 
one-channel  distribution.  That  is  one 
wholesaler  only  distributes  a  particular 
medicine  or  drug.  One  of  the  company's 
wholesalers  handles  45  per  cent  of  all 
registered  drugs  sold  in  Sweden. 

Pharmacy  management  was  important 
and  to  keep  them  up  to  date  about  five 
or  six  branch  managers  gather  together 
and  are  linked  by  a  telecommunication 
system  with  a  team  of  expeits  at  head 
office.  When  writing  the  label  for  a  pre- 
scription certain  additional  matter  has  to 
be  incorporated.  They  are  the  code  num- 
ber for  the  drug,  identity  number  of 
patient  and  number  of  doctor.  All  are 
also  recorded  separately  and  put  into  a 
computer  to  get  statistical  information  on 
the  usage  of  various  medicines. 

During  the  discussion  Mr  Sparshott 
asked  if,  as  he  understood  it,  salaries  were 
based  on  turnover,  was  the  company  try- 
ing to  stimulate  sales  of  say  cosmetics  and 
other  goods,  as  in  Britain?  Mr  Nohr- 
lander replied  that  salaries  were  based  on 
the  number  of  prescriptions  dispensed  but 
if  the  number  went  above  the  scale  it 
did  not  mean  an  immediate  rise  for  the 
pharmacist.  Conversely  if  they  went  down 
their  salary  did  not  go  down  for  a  time. 
He  agreed  he  would  like  to  stimulate 
sales  of  other  goods  "wherever  it  is 
meaningful". 

Points  from  replies  to  other  questions 
included:  Turnover  per  employee,  £12,500 
per  year;  population  per  pharmacy,  11.000; 
there  is  no  doctor-dispensing;  prescriptions 
dispensed,  40  million  a  year;  and  stock 
turnover,  10  times  a  year.  The  average 
turnover  per  pharmacy  is  £165,000. 

Pharmacy  tax 
in  Norway 

The  owner  of  a  pharmacy  in  Norway  may 
rely  on  getting  a  reasonable  livelihood 
even  if  he  is  operating  a  pharmacy  where 
the  turnover  is  low  or  running  costs  high 
due  to  expensive  premises,  Reidar  Fyll- 
ingen,  an  Oslo  pharmacist,  told  the  con- 
ference last  week.  That  is  because  a 
"pharmacy  tax"  is  imposed  on  owners  of 
pharmacies  and  from  this  a  subsidy  is 
paid  to  the  uneconomic  shop.  The  tax 
varies  according  to  turnover;  businesses 
with  turnover  of  £41,000  per  year  are 
exempt  while  those  with  up  to  £58,000 
pay  three  per  cent  and  up  to  seven  per 
cent  for  turnover  in  excess  of  £81,000. 

Approximately  35  per  cent  of  the  tax 
collected  goes  in  subsidies.  The  tax  may 
be  a  burden  in  those  big  businesses  which 
have  had  to  have  extensive  alterations  to 


premises  or  moved  house,  and  in  such  cir- 
cumstances the  Ministry  may  waive  part 
or  the  whole  of  the  tax.  The  following 
table  gives  the  pharmacy  tax  and  profit 
in  1970. 


Net 

No. 

Profit 

Net 

turnover 

pharma- 

before 

Tax 

profit 

(£'000) 

cies 

tax  (£) 

(£) 

£ 

Below  40 

43 

2,660 

140 

2,510 

40-63 

68 

4,340 

600 

3,740 

63-86 

62 

6,740 

1,630 

5,110 

86-143 

86 

9,770 

3,890 

5,890 

over  143 

22 

16,860 

8,770 

8,060 

There  are  four  pharmacy  inspectors 
attached  to  the  Ministry's  pharmaceutical 
division.  Unlike  the  Society's  inspectors  in 
Britain  they  investigate  the  economic  as 
well  as  the  professional  operation  of  each 
pharmacy. 

By  value,  pharmaceuticals  make  up  90 
per  cent  of  the  pharmacist's  sales;  the 
remaining  10  per  cent  is  cosmetics  and 
surgical  dressings  combined. 

Medicines  prepared  in  the  pharmacy 
accounted  for  10-2  per  cent  of  total  turn- 
over last  year  and  nearly  30  per  cent  of 
proprietary  medicines  were  produced  in 
pharmacies. 

For  more  than  40  years  the  Associa- 
tion of  Norwegian  Pharmacy  Owners  has 
encouraged  pharmacies  to  maintain  the 
production  of  their  own  pharmaceuticals 
— their  philosophy:  "Every  pharmacy  a 
producing  unit".  In  the  1950s,  however, 
scarcity  of  pharmacists  made  it  difficult 
for  even  big  pharmacies  to  maintain  com- 
plete laboratory  production,  and  small 
pharmacies  found  making  small  batches 
of  tablets  uneconomic.  That  began  the 
"supply  pharmacies" — who  undertook  to 
supply  other  pharmacies.  Now  their  num- 
ber is  reduced  to  five  and  they  produce 
100  million  of  the  300  million  tablets 
produced  in  Norway's  pharmacies. 

A  factory,  costing  £7-4m,  is  to  be  built 
by  the  Association  to  take  over  present 
pharmacy  production  of  standard  prepara- 
tions. Although  projected  two  years  ago 
it  was  only  recently  approved  but  was 
expected  to  be  in  production  next  year. 

Dr  Booth  asked  if  the  small  population 
of  Norway  at  four  million  was  the  reason 
for  the  lack  of  imports  from  abroad. 
Mr  Fyllingen  replied  that  many  foreign 
companies  had  tried  to  get  their  products 
on  the  Norwegian  register  but  if  the  same 
drug  was  already  available  there  then 
there  was  no  need  to  import  more.  Maybe 
when  Norway  joined  the  Common  Market 
the  frontiers  would  break  down.  It  was 
their  hope  that  manufacturers  would 
decide  that  four  million  was  too  small  a 
market  to  bother  with. 

The  pharmaceutical  wholesaler  in 
Norway  is  already  nationalised  and  this 
is  entirely  accepted  by  pharmacy  owners 
who  have  found  it  "very  favourable". 

□  Quote  of  the  week:  "One  must 
humbly  acknowledge  that  it  is  a  typically 
French  feature  to  discover  things  and 
then  not  exploit  the  discovery" — J.  Servier 
on  Pharmaceutical  Research  in  France. 

□  In  conjunction  with  the  Conference  a 
small  exhibition  was  arranged  featuring 
pharmacy  fittings  by  Storeplan  Ltd;  the 
Turn-o-matic  indicator;  National  Cash 
Register;  and1  Avery  personal  weighing 
machines. 
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WILL  SEE  US  ADVERTISING 


"Sunday  People  ►Cjl/Tl  news  of™  world 


WILL  CARRY  A  FULL  ADVERTISING  CAMPAIGN  FOR  MEDIJEL  AND  MEDIJEL  PASTILLES  CONSISTENTLY  THROUGHOUT 
THE  YEAR-SEE  YOUR  DENDRON  REPRESENTATIVE  AND  COLLECT  FULL  DETAILS  OF  THE  MEDIJEL  BONUS  SCHEME. 

♦Trademark 
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PROFESSIONAL  NEWS 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain 


Council  approves  most  of 
the  EEC  draft  principles 

The  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  given  its  backing  to  the  EEC 
draft  directive  that  would  require  a  pharmacist  to  be  the  owner  of  the  medica- 
ments he  supplies — but  has  drawn  attention  to  "the  existing  position  of  general 
practice  pharmacy  in  Britain". 


At  the  May  meeting  of  the  Council 
the  acceptance  was  recommended  of 
the  principles  involved  in  the  following 
six  points  included  in  the  draft  directive 
on  the  retail  sale  of  medicinal  products 
in  the  EEC.  The  points  were  included  in 
the  preamble  to  the  draft  directive  which 
considered  that  it  was  appropriate  for 
public  health  reasons  to  work  with  the 
EEC  towards : 

□  Restricting  to  a  retail  pharmacist 
supply  of  medicaments  to  the  public. 

□  To  restrict  the  goods  in  which  a 
pharmacist  is  authorised  to  trade  in  his 
pharmacy. 

□  To  define  the  function  that  the  retail 
pharmacist  is  qualified  to  perform  by 
way  of  medical  laboratory  analysis. 

□  The  pharmacist  to  be  responsible  for 
the  quality  of  the  medicinal  products 
which  he  supplies  without  in  any  way 
removing  the  responsibilities  which  fall 
on  the  manufacturer. 

□  Responsibility  for  the  proper  keeping, 
conformity  to  specification,  and  legal 
requirements  relating  to  medicaments. 

□  It  is  considered  that  full  professional 
responsibility  for  the  pharmacist  is  of 
such  importance  that  he  should  at  least 
be  the  owner  of  the  medicaments  he 
supplies  and  the  apparatus  and  equip- 
ment that  is  in  the  pharmacy  (there  is  an 
exception  where  the  pharmacy  is  the  pro- 
perty of  a  public  authority  or  non-profit 
making  co-operative  institution  where 
permitted  by  national  legislation). 

With  regard  to  the  last  item,  the  reser- 
vation has  been  added  that,  although  there 
is  merit  in  that  situation,  the  existing 
position  of  general  practice  pharmacy  in 
Britain  must  be  taken  into  consideration. 

Council  decided  to  back  the  Department 
of  Health  in  opposing  the  draft  directive 
on  mutual  recognition  of  qualifications 
and  training.  The  Department  proposed  to 
take  a  common  line  in  relation  to  all 
professions,  and  believed,  with  other 
departments,  that  an  alternative  approach 
to  the  whole  problem  should  be  dis- 
cussed with  the  EEC. 

The  government  department's  letter  had 
it  in  mind  that  it  might  be  possible  to 
set  up  a  body  consisting  of  suitably 
qualified  representatives  from  the  member 
states  to  act  in  an  advisory  capacity  to 
the  EEC  and  deal  in  particular  with  the 
question  whether  the  resources  and 
methods  of  teaching  of  particular  univer- 
sities or  schools  were  satisfactory  for 
general  EEC  recognition. 

After  debating  at  length  the  setting  up 
of  an  EEC  joint  committee  on  which  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmacetuical  Society  of 


Great  Britain,  the  Council  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Northern  Ireland 
and  the  National  Pharmaceutical  Union 
Executive  alone  would  be  represented, 
with  a  view  to  settling  necessary  details 
about  expert  representation,  it  was  recom- 
mended :  "That  the  Council  agree  to  the 
establishment  of  a  joint  groupement  com- 
mittee; that  all  bodies  which  have  a 
right  to  representation  on  the  joint  groupe- 
ment committee  be  members  of  that 
committee;  and  that  the  joint  groupement 
committee  be  not  established  until  the 
second  point  is  ascertained." 

It  was  also  agreed  to  extend  the  Coun- 
cil's Committee  on  the  European  Econo- 
mic Community  to  include  a  representa- 
tive from  the  National  Pharmaceutical 
Union,  the  Association  of  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Industry,  Guild  of  Hospital  Phar- 
macists, Company  Chemists  Association 
and  the  Proprietary  Association  of  Great 
Britain. 

The  Council  accepted  an  Education 
Committee  recommendation  that  the 
revised  degree  of  BSc  in  pharmacy  (hon- 
ours and  ordinary),  of  the  University  of 
Manchester,  should  be  approved  for  the 
purposes  of  registration  as  a  pharmaceu- 
tical chemist. 

'Non-corporate' 
membership 

The  Society's  byelaws  should  make  pro- 
vision for  both  corporate  membership 
(ie,  members  registered  under  the  Phar- 
macy Acts)  and  non-corporate  membership 
of  the  Society.  That  was  agreed  by  the 
Organisation  Committee  after  a  lengthy 
discussion  of  changes  in  the  byelaws 
recommended  by  the  Byelaws  Committee. 

Further  consideration  would  be  given 
to  the  classes  of  corporate  and  non- 
corporate membership  at  the  committee's 
next  meeting. 

The  Council  accepted  a  recommendation 
that  pharmaceutical  establishments  in  the 
Channel  Islands  and  the  Isle  of  Man 
should  not  be  accepted  for  the  purposes 
of  pre-registration  experience.  It  was 
pointed  out  that  in  addition  to  differences 
in  law  in  those  islands,  the  Society  had 
no  power  to  inspect  premises  there  and 
the  health  service  operated  differed  from 
that  of  Great  Britain. 

Approval  was  given  to  the  format  of  a 
draft  report  form  designed  to  give  guid- 
ance to  graduates  on  the  way  in  which 
the  report,  which  they  would  be  required 
to  submit  at  the  end  of  a  period  of  pre- 


registration  experience,  should  be  set  out. 

It  was  recommended  that  26  weeks  of 
the  full-time  MSc  in  pharmacy  (hospital 
pharmacy),  Heriot-Watt  University,  should 
be  approved  for  the  purposes  of  the  new 
pre-registration  experience  requirements. 

Following  the  request  that  the  Society 
should  contribute  literature  to  home 
safety  to  the  RoSPA  National  Home 
Safety  Conference  1972,  it  was  agreed 
that  a  leaflet  should  be  prepared  featur- 
ing, particularly,  the  "Medicines  with 
Respect"  and  Poisonous  Plants  slides  and 
the  willingness  of  pharmacists  to  partici- 
pate in  properly  organised  "don't  hoard 
medicines"  campaigns. 

The  Practice  Committee  reported  that 
seventy-one  pharmacists  who  were  pros- 
pective members  of  the  group  for  pharma- 
cists engaged  in  industry  had  indicated 
their  intention  to  be  present  at  the  group's 
inaugural  meeting  on  May  16.  In  addition, 
12  apologies  for  absence  had  been 
received. 

NHS  reorganisation 

A  document  on  the  suggested  pharmaceu- 
tical advisory  machinery  in  the  new 
National  Health  Service  administrative 
structure  in  England  and  Wales  had  been 
prepared.  The  Practice  Committee  recom- 
mended that  the  document  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Welsh  Office  and  to  the 
Department  of  Social  Security  pointing 
out  that  the  Central  NHS  Committee  had 
approved  the  proposals  and  wished  the 
document  to  be  viewed  as  a  joint  sub- 
mission from  the  Society  and  the  com- 
mittee. 

It  was  agreed  to  hold  a  meeting  of  the 
Agricultural  and  Veterinary  Practice  Sub- 
committee, to  consider,  during  the  week 
commencing  May  22,  the  question  of 
retail  outlets  for  veterinary  medicinal  pro- 
ducts under  the  Medicines  Act. 

In  a  reply  to  a  letter  from  the  Society 
emphasising  its  concern  about  the  need 
for  early  implementation  of  the  Noel 
Hall  recommendation  in  Wales,  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Wales  had  stated 
that  the  Welsh  Office  stood  by  the  advice 
given  to  the  Welsh  Hospital  Board,  that 
priority  should  be  given  to  the  implemen- 
tation of  the  Noel  Hall  report's  recom- 
mendation. 

The  letter  had  added  that  any  action 
undertaken  by  the  Welsh  Hospital  Board 
would  be  continued  by  the  Welsh  office 
after  the  reorganisation  of  the  NHS  struc- 
ture in  1974.  The  Council  agreed  that  a 
letter  should  be  sent  to  the  Welsh  Hospital 
Board  quoting  that  reply  and  urging  that 
a  Welsh  Hospital  Board  pharmacist  should 
be  appointed  and  that  copies  of  the 
letter  should  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Wales  and  to  the  Guild  of 
Hospital  Pharmacists. 

Council  also  agreed  that  the  maximum 
term  of  office  for  the  chairmen  of  Stand- 
ing Committees  sould  be  three  years, 
except  for  the  Finance  and  General  Pur- 
poses Committee. 
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Answer  on  limitation 
within  three  months, 
NI  Society  told 

Following  the  discussion  held  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Northern  Ireland  and 
officials  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  Social  Services  about  limitation  of  contract 
and  realisation  of  the  pharmaceutical  service  it  is  expected  that  the  Ministry  would 
be  able  to  give  an  answer  within  three  months. 


This  was  learnt  at  the  April  meeting  of 
the  Society's  Council,  and  the  secretary 
was  instructed  to  inquire  if  the  Ministry 
had  any  further  information  about  the 
items  to  be  included  in  the  sales  lists  being 
issued  under  the  Medicines  Act  1968. 

The  Ministry  of  Home  Affairs  wrote 
stating  that  the  Minister  had  approved  the 
appointment  of  Professor  P.  F.  D'Arcy 
as  examiner  in  Pharmaceutics  and  Phar- 
macology for  the  1972  examination  of 
the  Society. 

Arising  out  of  correspondence  from  the 
Local  Pharmaceutical  Committee,  the 
Council  agreed  to  approve  the  draft 
Standard  Conditions  and  Financial  Ar- 
rangements for  health  centre  pharmacies. 
It  was  also  agreed  to  support  the  sug- 
gestion that  an  attempt  should  be  made 
to  hold  a  meeting  of  representatives  of 
the  Council,  Local  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee and  the  Ulster  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion, with  a  view  to  looking  at  the  func- 
tions of  the  Central  Pharmaceutical 
Advisory  Committee  to  be  set  up  under 
the  scheme  for  restructuring  the  personal 
health  and  personal  social  services. 

Mr  W.  T.  Hunter  (president)  pointed 
out  that  membership  of  the  Committee 
j  could  not  be  completed  until  the  nomina- 
tions to  it  were  made  by  the  various  area 
boards,  but  he  felt  that  some  useful  work 
might  be  undertaken  before  the  new 
scheme  was  introduced. 

The  secretary  reported  that  he  had 
been  informed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  Social  Services  that  arrangements  for 
the  introduction  of  NP  labelling  had  now 
been  made. 

Commonwealth  Association 

Mr  Kerr  submitted  a  written  report  on 
the  Commonwealth  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciation's Conference,  held  in  Melbourne 
in  February  1972.  He  said  that  member 
countries  had  been  asked  to  increase  their 
annual  subscription,  to  appoint  the  repre- 
sentative for  the  next  five-year  period  and 
to  nominate  the  person  to  assist  the  cor- 
respondence delegate.  It  had  also  been 
agreed  to  permit  individual  membership 
of  the  Association  at  a  nominal  fee.  It 
was  agreed  that  Mr  Kerr  be  appointed 
the  Society's  representative  for  the  next 
period  and  that  the  Finance  Committee 
should  consider  the  increase  in  the 
annual  subscription  to  the  Association. 

It  was  also  agreed  that  members  of  the 
Society  should  be  encouraged  to  become 
individual  members  and  thereby  receive 
a  copy  of  the  Association's  newsletter. 

Mr  Mclntyre  said  he  was  experiencing 
considerable  difficulty  at  weekends,  in  that 
he  had  numerous  requests  from  patients 
who  were  unable  to  obtain  prescriptions. 
He  was   frequently   asked   to   supply  a 


sufficient  quantity  of  scheduled  poisons,  to 
see  the  patient  through  until  a  prescription 
could  be  obtained  from  the  doctor.  After 
a  lengthy  discussion,  it  was  agreed  to 
refer  the  matter  to  the  Ethical  Committee. 

Mr  Kerr  said  a  teaching  health  centre 
was  being  considered  on  a  site  adjacent 
to  the  Medical  Biology  Centre,  Lisburn 
Road,  and  asked  if  the  Council  considered 
that  pharmacy  should  have  some  contact 
with  the  centre.  He  explained  that  a  meet- 
ing of  chemist  contractors  affected  by  the 
movement  of  doctors  would  be  held  early 
in  May.  After  discussion,  it  was  agreed 


that  the  Council  would  consider  the  matter 
at  their  next  meeting. 

Also  present  were  Dr  R.  G.  R.  Bacon, 
Professor  P.  F.  D'Arcy,  Mrs  C.  B.  A. 
Watson,  and  Messrs  T.  A.  Gray,  W.  H. 
Boyd,  J.  A.  Boyle,  J.  Chambers,  B.Sc., 
G.  W.  E.  Dennison,  T.  G.  Eakin,  T.  M. 
Glass,  G.  E.  Mcllhagger  and  J.  Paul. 

Council  dinner 

The  president  and  members  of  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Northern  Ireland  held  a  dinner  in  the 
Culloden  Hotel,  Holywood,  on  Wednes- 
day, May  3.  The  guests  included  Mr  J. 
MacLean,  chairman  of  the  Scottish  Execu- 
tive of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain,  and  Mrs  MacLean,  Mr  J. 
Allison  Corkey,  president  of  the  Northern 
Ireland  branch  of  the  British  Medical 
Association,  and  Mrs  Corkey,  Mr  T.  W. 
Creswell,  president  of  the  Ulster  Chemists' 
Association,  and  Mrs  Creswell,  Mr.  W.  S. 
Hall,  chairman  of  the  Local  Pharmaceu- 
tical Committee,  and  Mr  C.  S.  Ritchie, 
secretary  of  the  Ulster  Chemists'  Asso- 
ciation, and  Mrs  Ritchie. 


□LT 


Wider  views 


National  Pharmaceutical  Union  members 
might  be  encouraged  to  take  on  post- 
graduate students  if  the  NPU  could 
provide  more  "head  office"  training 
facilities. 

The  average  member  can  only  provide 
experience  and  outlook  from  one  shop; 
by  sending  a  student  to  Mallinson  House 
for  a  short  "head  office"  course  the 
student's  views  would  be  widened  making 
him  more  useful  to  his  future  employers 
(and  eventually  to  the  NPU  membership 
if  he  chose  to  "go  it  alone"  later).  Also, 
what  he  learnt  at  Mallinson  House  would 
filter  into  the  pharmacy  where  he  was 
training  showing  some  return  on  the  £400 
difference  between  a  dispensing  assistant 
and  a  student. 

Andrew  Bond 

Glastonbury 
Somerset 

Emergency  service 

In  view  of  the  recent  interest  in  arrange- 
ments for  the  dispensing  of  urgent  prescrip- 
tions outside  normal  working  and  rota 
hours,  I  would  like  to  inform  you  of  the 
scheme  arranged  by  the  Cardiff  Phar- 
maceutical Committee  and  Local  Medical 
Committee  with  the  full  co-operation  of 
the  local  constabulary:  — 

□  The  local  pharmacists  were  circularised 
and  those  wishing  to  partake  in  the 
scheme  were  asked  to  submit  their  name, 
address  of  pharmacy  and  private  telephone 
number  where  appropriate. 

□  Each  local  police  station  was  supplied 
with  this  list. 

□  Any    person     requiring     an  urgent 


prescription  can  contact  their  local  police 
station  who  will  contact,  by  telephone, 
one  of  the  chemists  on  this  list. 
□  Arrangements  are  made  for  a  police 
constable  to  be  in  attendance  at  the 
pharmacy  while  the  prescription  is  being 
made  up. 

This  arrangement  has  been  in  operation 
for  several  months  and  up  to  the  present 
has  worked  smoothly. 

We  are  very  grateful  to  the  local 
constabulary  for  their  co-operation  with- 
out which  the  scheme  would  not  function. 

The  local  BMA  deputising  service  is 
also  in  possession  of  this  list. 

David  G.  Burt 
assistant  secretary 
Cardiff  Pharmaceutical  Committee 

Rural  problems 

The  Norfolk  Pharmaceutical  Committee 
note  with  interest  that  only  six  of  the 
candidates  for  Council  election — Messrs 
Howells,  Maddock,  Robinson,  Sharpe, 
Worby  and  Youings — mention  the  prob- 
lem of  rural  doctor  dispensing  in  their 
election  statements.  A  few  years  back 
nearly  all  mentioned  it — but  we  have  seen 
no  progress  whatever — indeed  the  prob- 
lems have  grown  worse.  What  use  is  there 
in  talking  of  a  planned  pharmaceutical  ser- 
vice if  as  soon  as  a  patient  becomes  more 
than  a  mile  from  a  pharmacy  the  doctors 
step  in  and  dispense?  And  don't  assume 
this  only  happens  in  the  depths  of  the 
country,  it  is  happening  in  and  around 
towns  as  well! 

Unless  agreement  is  reached  now  with 
the  minister  and  the  doctors,  there  will  be 
no  rural  problems — there  will  be  no  rural 
pharmacies! 

Can  we  ask  our  city  colleagues  to  bear 
in  mind  the  candidates'  attitude  to  rural 
dispensing  when  giving  their  votes. 

D.  L.  Coleman 
honorary  secretary 
Norfolk  Pharmaceutical  Committee 

Norwich 
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The  changing  role  of 
Irish  pharmacists 

"The  Changing  Role  of  the  Pharmacist"  was  the  title  chosen  by  Professor  R.  F. 
Timoney,  Dean  of  the  College  of  Pharmacy,  Dublin,  for  the  inaugural  Kevin 
Whelehan  Lecture,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  an  annual  event  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  the  late  Mr  Whelehan  who  was  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  from  1945  to  1947. 


Held  in  the  College  of  Pharmacy,  on 
April  20,  the  lecture  attracted  a  capacity 
gathering  of  people  from  the  medical, 
pharmaceutical  and  industrial  life.  They 
were  guests  of  the  Whelehan  family. 

Professor  Timoney  said  that  despite 
the  fact  that  the  Republic  lacked  the 
resources  available  to  their  professional 
colleagues  in  larger,  more  prosperous 
countries,  they  could  be  justly  proud  of 
the  achievements  of  Irish  pharmacists  in 
meeting  the  challenges  which  changes  in 
drug  therapy  had  posed. 

He  pointed  out  that  the  proposal,  in 
the  EEC,  to  confine  medicines  to  supply 
by  pharmacists  only,  would  be  welcomed 
for  professional  reasons  by  members  of 
the  profession. 

The  directive  made  the  community 
pharmacist  the  last  link  between  the 
manufacturer  and  the  consumer.  It  was 
not  yet  clear  how  pharmacists  would 
be  required  to  discharge  their  responsibi- 
lities in  regard  to  quality  control  of 
medicines  supplied  by  them,  and  in  due 
course  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  would  have  to  consider  means 
to  enable  members  of  the  Society  to  fulfil 
these  responsibilities. 

Professor  Timoney  said  that  the  limita- 
tion of  the  range  of  merchandise  other 
than  medicines  which  might  be  sold  in 
pharmacies  would  also  contribute  to  the 
transformation  of  the  practice  of  com- 
munity pharmacy  to  a  full-time  profes- 
sional basis.  This  would  be  important  not 
only  to  those  within  the  profession,  but 
the  impact  of  this  change  on  the  medical 
profession  and  on  the  general  public 
should  certainly  improve  the  status  of 
the  pharmacist  in  the  community. 

Laboratory  analysis 

He  suggested  that  the  proposal  in  the 
directive  to  define  the  range  of  medical 
laboratory  analysis  which  the  pharmacist 
was  deemed  competent  to  undertake, 
would  evoke  a  favourable  response  from 
many  members  of  the  profession  who 
considered  that  a  useful  public  service 
could  be  provided  by  pharmacists  in  this 
area.  In  many  country  districts  it  would 
be  convenient  and  economical  for  much 
of  the  diagnostic  analysis  to  be  done  by 
a  pharmacist. 

The  modern  pharmacy  graduate  with 
his  theoretical  background  and  his  training 
in  analytical  and  microbiological  tech- 
niques was  competent  to  undertake  the 
relatively  simple  testing  required.  The 
older  pharmacist  wishing  to  participate 
in  such  a  scheme  would  require  a  re- 
training course  which  could  be  organised 
in  the  College  of  Pharmacy  by  the  Post- 
graduate Study  Group. 

Professor  Timonev  considered  that  the 
community  pharmacist  should  be  informed 


on  drug  interactions  so  that  he  could 
provide  a  service  to  the  doctors  in  his 
area  in  this  important  field. 

Turning  to  industry,  he  said  the  oppor- 
tunities for  pharmacists  were  many  and 
they,  in  turn,  had  much  to  contribute 
to  the  further  growth  and  development 
of  the  industry.  Graduate  pharmacists 
had  received  courses  in  pharmaceutical 
sciences  which  enabled  them  to  undertake 
and  competently  discharge  responsibilities 
in  key  positions  within  the  industry. 
Pharmacy  students  received  a  training  in 
quality  control  methods  in  the  pharma- 
ceutical chemistry  and  pharmacognosy 
courses  designed  to  meet  current  practices 
in  pharmaceutical  analysis. 

Quality  control 

Professor  Timoney  said  it  was  pleasing 
to  record  that  a  number  of  their  graduates 
were  employed  in  quality  control  labora- 
tories in  the  pharmaceutical  industry  and 
they  hoped  that,  with  the  continued  ex- 
pansion of  the  industry  in  Ireland,  an 
increasing  number  of  pharmacists  would 
be  required  in  this  field. 

The  pharmacist,  with  his  knowledge  of 
pharmacology,  pharmaceutics,  pharma- 
ceutical chemistry  and  forensic  pharmacy, 
was  clearly  fitted  for  the  functions  of  a 
technical  and  professional  service  officer, 
and  the  appointment  of  pharmacists  to 
such  positions  in  pharmaceutical  indus- 
tries in  many  countries,  including  Ireland, 
was  a  recognition  of  their  suitability  in 
this  important  division  of  the  industry. 

Professor  Timoney  recalled  that  since 
1964,  a  total  of  157  had  obtained  the 
B.Sc.(Pharm.)  degree,  and  17  per  cent  of 
these  were  now  employed  in  various 
divisions  of  the  pharmaceutical  industry. 
He  was  confident  that  the  proportion  of 
pharmacists  in  industry  would  rise  in  the 
next  decade  and  that  the  industrial  phar- 
macist would  play  a  vital  role  in  the 
continuing  development  of  the  pharmaceu- 
tical industry  in  the  Republic. 

It  was  very  gratifying  that  facilities  for 
higher  degrees  in  pharmaceutical  subjects 
were  now  available  with  the  University, 
thus  bringing  to  parity  with  medicine, 
veterinary  medicine  and  other  professions 
the  educational  opportunities  available 
within  pharmacy. 

The  Professor  said  that  in  his  opinion 
recommendations  for  the  future  planning 
of  the  hospital  pharmaceutical  services 
should  be  made  by  pharmacists — in 
particular  those  who  had  had  experience 
of  hospital  pharmacy.  This  matter  was 
in  fact  under  urgent  consideration  by  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Ireland  in  close  association  with  the  Hos- 
pital Pharmacists'  Association,  and  it  was 
proposed  to  submit  to  the  Minister  for 
Health    comprehensive  recommendations 


for  the  reorganisation  and  future  develop-|j 
ment  of  the  pharmaceutical  services  in(| 
hospitals  in  which  the  scientific  and  pro- 
fessional capabilities  of  pharmacists  werel 
utilised  in  the  most  effective  way  in  the| 
public  interest. 

Stating  that  the  conception  of  clinicall 
pharmacology  as  a  subject  rooted  in  both| 
clinical  practice  and  laboratory  work  in- 
volving graduates  in  several  disciplines! 
had  been  generally  accepted,  Professorl 
Timoney  added  that  he  believed  the] 
pharmacist  could  make  an  essential  con- 
tribution to  the  clinical  pharmacology] 
team. 

He  hoped  that  the  potential  and  realj 
value  of  a  graduate  pharmacist  as  aj 
member  of  a  clinical  pharmacology  team! 
would  be  recognised  when  such  teams] 
were  appointed  in  some  Irish  hospitals.] 

To  provide  appropriate  leadership  in] 
developing  these  aspects  of  pharmaceutical 
services.  Professor  Timoney  thought  that 
the  Hospital  Pharmacists'  Association) 
should  be  prepared  to  identify  and  charac- 
terise the  dimensions  of  such  services  tol 
the  hospital  authorities  and  to  appraise 
allied  health  professions  of  their  deter- 
mination to  participate  fully  as  members 
of  an  inter-professional  team  in  the  in- 
terests of  ensuring  maximum  benefits  of 
drug  therapy  in  patient  care.  He  had  no 
doubt  the  Council  would  encourage  and 
support  the  Hospital  Pharmacists'  Asso- 
ciation in  their  efforts  to  obtain  accept- 
ance of  the  new  roles  which  they  were 
prepared  to  undertake,  particularly  by 
providing,  through  the  Post-Graduate 
Education  Committee,  any  necessary 
revision  or  extension  courses  for  those 
who  qualified  prior  to  the  degree  course. 

Professor  Timoney  added  that  a  com- 
parison of  the  distribution  of  prescriptions 
between  extemporaneous  and  manufac- 
tured products  in  a  Dublin  suburban 
pharmacy  showed  that  within  a  selected 
period  in  February,  1946.  34  per  cent 
of  the  prescriptions  were  for  manufac- 
tured preparations,  whereas  in  the  corres- 
ponding period  this  year  96  per  cent  were 
for  ethical  preparations  (almost  all 
tablets). 

The  formulation  of  drugs  for  oral, 
parenteral  and  topical  use  had  now  been 
almost  completely  taken  over  by  the 
pharmaceutical  industry.  It  had  been 
estimated  recently  that  in  the  Republic 
approximately  11,000  drug  products  were 
being  marketed. 

The  virtual  disappearance  of  the  need 
for  the  exercise  of  knowledge  and  skill  in 
the  compounding  of  medicines  for  in- 
dividual patients,  coupled  with  the  emer- 
gence of  a  multiplicity  of  highly  specific 
formulated  and  standardised  chemothera- 
peutic  agents,  had  altered  the  professional 
functions  of  the  pharmacist  in  general 
practise. 

The  spread  of  "one-stop"  shopping  had 
made  serious  inroads  into  the  traditional 
chemists'  lines  which  had  for  so  long 
subsidised  the  professional  functions  of 
pharmacists.  The  implementation  of  the 
new  health  services,  involving  the  abolition 
of  the  dispensary  system,  would  ensure 
that  the  dispensing  of  medicines  which 
had  hitherto  been  provided  by  the  dis- 
pensaries, would  be  done  by  community 
pharmacies. 
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NPU  members  debate  the 
pros  and  cons  of  a 
24-hour  pharmacy  service 

Is  a  24-hour  pharmaceutical  service  really  necessary?  Yes,  according  to  Mr.  R.  G. 
Worby;  no,  according  to  Mr  D.  N.  Sharpe,  both  members  of  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Union  Executive. 


Speaking  at  a  Mallinson  House  "open 
day"  for  South  London  members,  Mr 
Worby  maintained  this  was  a  responsi- 
bility pharmacists  should  accept,  and  he 
believed  it  was  well  within  their  power  to 
provide  planned  central  services — as  did 
doctors — to  cover  the  whole  of  each  area 
for  the  full  24-hour  period,  seven  days 
a  week. 

Sometimes  pharmacists  claimed  they 
had  too  little  control  of  their  own  desti- 
nies or  of  the  actions  of  their  colleagues, 
but  unless  and  until  they  made  it  clear 
to  the  public  at  large  that  they  were 
capable  of  providing,  and  would  provide, 
a  comprehensive  service  neither  the  public 
nor  the  Government  would  accord  to 
them  the  status,  or  statutory  powers,  that 
they  sought  and  deserved. 

'Pull  together' 

Mr  Worby  had  some  harsh  words  to 
say  about  "leap  froggers"  and  "rota 
breakers"  and  felt  that  there  should  be 
more  willingness  to  pull  together  to  pro- 
vide a  reliable  after-hours  service  for 
those  in  need. 

Mr  Sharpe,  on  the  other  hand,  argued 
that  there  would  be  little  need  for  a  24- 
hour  service  if  there  were  sufficient  num- 
bers of  pharmacies  willing  to  provide  late 
evening  services.  He  could  not  accept  Mr 
Worby's  description  of  such  pharmacies 
as  "casual  openers"  since  it  would  cer- 
tainly not  be  in  a  pharmacist's  business 
interests — let  alone  his  professional  inter- 
ests— to  be  erratic  in  the  late  service  he 
gave,  once  the  local  populace  knew  he 
had  committed  himself  to  those  hours  on 
a  regular  basis. 

Mr  D.  Jones,  Hertford,  asked  how  Mr 
Worby  "squared"  his  professional  atti- 
tudes with  his  involvement  in  the  activities 
of  NPU  marketing.  He  objected  to  the 
rota  breaker  or  late  opener  because  they 
only  provided  the  service  while  it  re- 
mained profitable.  Mr  Worby  explained 
that  he  was  not  at  present  advocating  the 
extreme  step  of  running  purely  profes- 
sional businesses  since  it  was  generally  an 
economic  necessity  to  offer  the  public 
appropriate  traditional  lines  alongside 
medicines.  Many  pharmacists  had  however 
gone  much  too  far  with  non-traditional 
lines  and  he  was  advocating  an  intelligent 
shrinking  of  the  merchandise  over  a  period 
to  fall  within  more  reasonable  professional 
limits.  Only  thus  could  pharmacists  avoid 
becoming  labelled  as  just  another  kind  of 
shop-keeper. 

Mr  Sharpe  felt  Mr  Jones  was  taking 
too  narrow  a  view  of  the  late  opener.  In 
his  experience  it  was  economically  pos- 
sible to  provide  the  public  with  a  longer 
daily  period  of  prescription  service.  He 
adduced  calculations  showing  that,  even 
with   the   employment   of  an  additional 


pharmacist,  it  was  possible,  at  least,  to 
recoup  the  additional  expenses  incurred  in 
a  typical  three-hour  evening  period  by 
dispensing  about  thirty  prescription  items 
and  taking  £30  over  the  counter.  The 
provision  of  such  an  after-hours  service 
not  only  increased  the  regard  in  which 
the  pharmacist  was  held  among  the  local 
community,  but  also  made  sound  business 
sense. 

There  might  not  be  much  opposition 
to  people  providing  this  kind  of  late  ser- 
vice, thought  Mr  N.  S.  Johnson,  Wimble- 
don, if  they  closed  during  the  normal  rota 
hour  so  that  those  on  the  official  rota 
would  not  lose  money. 

Mr  Worby  said  he  could  argue  a  case 
for  fewer  pharmacies  doing  a  two-or  three- 
hour  rota  period  (allowing  patients  travel- 
ling time  to  get  to  the  area  after  attending 
a  distant  surgery)  rather  than  many  phar- 
macies all  opening  for  a  single  hour;  a 
longer  period  of  local  opening  could  be  a 
great  convenience  to  patients  who  might 
otherwise  have  to  travel  to  central 
London. 

Access  to  advice 

Mr  B.  Holmes,  Coulsdon,  wondered 
whether  doctors  wrote  many  prescriptions 
after  evening  surgery  hours,  but  Mr 
Worby  believed  that  it  was  not  only  to 
have  prescriptions  dispensed  that  the 
public  needed  a  limited  after-hours  service. 
They  needed  access  to  a  pharmacist  for 
advice  and  possible  counter  prescribing 
during  the  evening.  Such  a  service  must 
however  be  subject  to  satisfactory  re- 
muneration being  negotiated  and  adequate 
control  of  all  late  openers. 

Mr  H.  B.  Coulson,  NPU  treasurer,  felt 
that  members  should  not  be  deluded  into 
thinking  that  if  they  voluntarily  gave  up 
the  sales  of  their  traditional  non-merchan- 
dise, which  currently  accounted  for  40 
per  cent  of  their  turnover,  the  Govern- 
ment would  compensate  them  for  it.  Mr 
Worby  interposed  that  pharmacists  would 
have  to  demonstrate  their  determination 
and  ability  to  provide  the  total  pharma- 
ceutical service  before  they  could  expect 
to  be  paid  sufficiently  to  enable  them  to 
complete  the  rationalisation  of  their 
retailing  activities.  The  appointment  of  a 
publicity  officer  to  bring  the  public  over 
on  to  the  pharmacists'  side  was  an  excel- 
lent start. 

Mr  J.  Wright,  director,  NPU,  promised 
to  put  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Chemist 
Contractors  Committee  a  plea  from  Mr 
A.  R.  Miles,  Ewell,  that  the  payments 
made  for  providing  the  oxygen  therapy 
service  should  be  shown  quite  separately 
from  those  applicable  to  dispensing. 

Mr  L.  A.  Vaughan,  Hemel  Hempstead, 
registered  dissatisfaction  with  the  dis- 
appearance of  the  name  and  address  panel 


from  the  NPUM  prescription  bags,  to 
which  Mr  Wright  replied  that  the  matter 
would  be  corrected.  Mr  Holmes  also  com- 
plained about  the  bags  not  corresponding 
to  the  new  metric  sizes  and  that  a  larger 
size  was  needed  to  take  a  500-mI 
bottle  together  with  a  container  of  100 
tablets.  The  smallest  bag  was  not  nearly 
small  enough. 

Mr  Sharpe  said  it  was  not  generally 
known  that  the  NPU  was  second  only  to 
Marks  &  Spencer  in  the  number  of  bags 
purchased  each  year  and  this  imposed 
restrictions  on  the  choice  of  supplier;  con- 
tinuity of  deliveries  was  a  most  important 
factor.  Mr  Sharpe  also  answered  a  com- 
ment about  the  packing  of  NPUM  methy- 
lated spirits  by  explaining  that  a  suitable 
plastic  ribbed  container  was  still  being 
sought. 

Mr  A.  Aldington,  the  other  nlatform 
speaker,  dealt  with  the  benefits  of  NPU 
services. 


COMING  EVENTS 


Monday,  May  15 

South  Shields  Branch,  National  Pharma- 
ceutical Union,  Sea  Hotel,  South  Shields,  at 
8pm.  Annual  meeting. 

Tuesday,  May  16 

Epsom,  Sutton  Branch,  National  Pharma- 
ceutical Union,  Spreadeagle  Hotel,  Epsom, 
at  8pm.  Annual  meeting  and  talk  by  Mr 
R.  G.  Worby  on  "The  future  pattern  of 
pharmacy — trade  or  profession?" 

Wednesday,  May  17 

Pharmaceutical    Society    of    Great  Britain, 

Connaught  Rooms,  Great  Queen  Street, 
London  WC2,  at  7.30pm.  Annual  meeting. 

Friday,  May  19 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  Belgrave 
Square,  London,  SW1,  at  7pm.  Conversazione. 


Pharmacists'  Associations 
Enfield.  President,  D.  J.  Kay;  vice-president, 
Mrs  D.  A.  Wade;  treasurer,  R.  E.  Salmon; 
secretary,    F.    R.    Bayford,    21  Canonbury 
Road,  Enfield,  Middlesex. 

Pharmaceutical  Society 

Bedfordshire  Branch.  Chairman,  R.  S. 
Orkney ;  vice-chairman,  S.  E.  Morgan ; 
treasurer,  R.  B.  King :  programme  secretary, 
C.  A.  E.  Spriggs,  3  Brook  Street,  Hitchin, 
Herts. 

Bolton  Branch  :  Chairman,  J.  Entwistle  :  vice- 
chairman,  F.  Massey ;  treasurer.  J.  H. 
Bridge ;  secretary,  Mrs  M.  J.  Rothwell,  8 
Moss  Drive,  Horwich,  Bolton  BL6  6QU. 
Sheffield  Branch.  Chairman,  K.  Larder;  vice- 
chairman,  W.  V.  Burton ;  secretary,  W.  F. 
Patterson,  "Galen  Croft",  The  Green, 
Curbar,  Calver,  Sheffield  S30  1YH. 

Pharmaceutical  Committees 

Middlesex.  Chairman,  A.  King:  vice-chair- 
man. J.  W.  Kitchener  :  treasurer,  G.  D.  M. 
Lavin :  secretary,  J.  Anderson  Stewart,  158 
Kentish  Town  Road,  London  NW5  2DE. 
London.  Chairman,  S.  Blum :  vice-chairman, 
A.  D.  Vaughan ;  secretary,  E.  Weyman,  34 
Cursitor  Street,  London  EC4A  1LT. 
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MARKET  NEWS 

Chinese  menthol 
short  on  spot 

London,  May  10:  Supplies  of  Chinese 
menthol  have  dried  up  on  the  spot.  Prices 
over  the  last  six  months  have  eased  back 
by  £1  kg  consequently  there  has  been 
little  incentive  for  the  merchants  to  re- 
order. Meanwhile  there  are  stocks  of 
Brazilian  material  freely  available.  In 
balsams  Canada  and  Peru  were  easier. 
Also  lower  were  dandelion  and  gentian 
roots  and  ipecacuanha.  Among  essential 
oils  Chinese  peppermint  was  unquoted 
on  the  spot.  Petitgrain  was  increased  in 
both  positions. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Acetic  acid:  In  12-ton  lots,  delivered,  per  metric 
ton,  BPC  glacial  £87-50;  90-5  per  cent  technical 
£81;  80  per  cent  grades  pure  £76-50;  technical 
£69-50. 

Acetomenaphthone:  100-kg  lots  E5-62J  kg. 
Alcohol:  (Per  proof  gal).  Ethyl,  fermentation 
in  2,500  bulk  gal  lots — SVR  doubly  rectified  96-1 
per  cent  £0-303;  absolute  99-9  per  cent  £0-315. 
In  drums  900  gal  minimum  respective  prices  are 
£0-317,  £0-329;  Synthetic  grades  are  96  per  cent, 
£0-233  and  99-9  per  cent,  £0-245  in  tank  wagon; 
£0-247  and  £0-259  in  drums  for  900-bulk  gal; 
industrial  grade  95  per  cent  £0-164  in  bulk  and 
£0-178  in  drums. 

Ascorbic  acid:  £2-36  kg;  5-kg  £2-33  kg;  sodium 
ascorbate  plus  £0-23;  coated  plus  £0-10. 
Benzoic  acid:  One-metric  ton  lots  £30-42  kg. 
Borax:  BP  grades,  per  metric  ton,  in  paper  bags 


delivered:  granular  £75,  crystals  £100;  powder 
£82;  extra  fine  powder  £86.  Technical  grades 
less  £20  per  ton. 

Boric  acid:  BP  grade  per  metric  ton:  granular 
£99;  crystals  £140;  powder  £110;  extra-fine  powder 
£114  in  paper  bags,  carriage  paid.  Technical  is 
£20  per  1,000  kg  less  than  BP  grades. 
Calcium  carbonate:  BP  precipitated  £49  per 
10,000  kg. 

Calcium  gluconate  250-kg  lots  £0-63  kg. 
Calcium  lactate:  250-kg  £412  per  metric  ton. 
Calcium  pantothenate:  £5-23  kg;  25-kg,  £5-18  kg. 
Calcium    sodium    lactate:    metric   ton.   £709  for 
50-kg  lots. 

Carotene:  Suspension  20  per  cent  £16-73  kg. 
Citric  acid:  BP  granular  hydrous  per  metric  ton 
50-kg    lots,    £337;    250-kg    £325;    1,000-kg  £313. 
Anhydrous  £358,  £346,  £334  respectively.  Premium 
for  powder  £10. 

Cyanocobalamin:  up  to  200-g  lots  £2  per  g. 
Ether:  Anaesthetic  BP— 2-litre  bottles  £0-87  each 
for  under  350  litres;  £0-81   for  over  350  litres; 
32-kg  drums  £0-41  kg  for  500-kg  lots.  Solvent  BP 
— per  metric  ton  in  drums  from  £294  for  500-kg 
lots   in   16-kg   drums   down   to   £266   in  130-kg 
drums;  250-kg  from  £304  to  £276. 
Folic  acid:   1-kg  £32;   50-kg  £28-29. 
Gallic  acid:  1,000-kg  lots  £1-62  '.<q. 
Hydroxocobalamin:   £5-25  per  g. 
Lactic  acid:  £570  metric  ton  for  50-kg  lots. 
Methylated    spirits:    In    45-gal    drums  minimum 
900  gal,  delivered,   industrial  66  op  £0-308  per 
bulk  gal;   perfumery  quality  £0-359;  mineralised 
64  op,   £0-322.      In  tank  wagon,  2,500-gal,  the 
rates  are:  £0-308,  £0-359,  and  £0-30  respectively. 
Nicotinamide:   (Per  kg)   1-kg  £2-12;  25-kg  £207 
50-kg  £2  02. 

Nicotinic  acid:  (Per  kg)  1  kg  £1-93;  50-kg  £1-83. 
Oleic  acid:  BP  is  £206-70  per  metric  ton  delivered. 
Oxalic  acid:  20-ton  lots  about  £170  metric  ton. 
DPanthenol:  £9  kg;   5-kg  £8-50  kg. 
Pyridoxine:  £4-50  kg;  5-kg  £4-47kg. 
Pyrogallic  acid:  Pure  500-kg  lots  £4-73  kg. 
Riboflavine:  £13-35  kg;  5-kg  lots  £13-32  kg. 
Salicylic  acid:  per  metric  ton   5-ton   lots  £405; 
1-ton  £425;  250-kg  £470. 
Stilboestrol:  BP  in  25-kilo  lots  £33  kg. 
Tannic  acid:  500-kg  fluffy  £1-35  kg;  powder  £1-33. 
Tartaric  acid:  (Per  metric  ton)   50-kg  lots  £422; 
250-kg  £417;  £408  ton. 


Thiamine:  Hydrochloride  and  nitrate  £7-55  kg; 
5-kg  £7-52  kg;  25-kg  £7-50. 

Vitamin  A:  Oily  1  m  iu  per  g  £6-68  kg;  5  kg 
£6-58  kg;  dried  acetate  325,000  iu  per  g  £3-48  kg; 
500.000  iu,  £4-55. 

Vitamin  D:  Powder  for  tableting  850,000  iu  per  g, 
£17-81  kg;  5-kg  £17-75  kg. 

Vitamin  E:  (per  kg)  £7-15;  5-kg  lots  £7-05;  25  per 
cent  dry  powder  £4-81  and  £4-71  respectively;  50 
per  cent,  £5-35  and  £5-25. 


Crude  drugs 

Balsams:  (lb)  Canada:  £1-80  spot;  shipment  £1-75 

cif.  Copaiba:  BPC  £0-50;  Para  £0-40.  Peru:  £1-1. 

£0-95,  cif.  Tulo:  BP  £0-70. 

Cherry  bark:  Nominal  spot  and  forward. 

Dandelion:  Root  £4-20  metric  ton  spot;  £3-95,  cif. 

Gentian:  Root  £4-20  per  metric  ton  spot;  £4-05, 

cif. 

Ginger:  (ton)  Cochin  £210,  cif.  Jamaican 
No.  3  £1,050  spot;  £850,  cif.  Nigerian  split  £185 
spot,  £175  cif;  peeled  £300  spot;  £270,  cif. 
Sierra   Leone,  £240,  cif. 

Gums:  Acacia:  Kordofan  cleaned  sorts  £295  metric 

ton  spot;  £265  cif.  Karaya:  No.  2  faq  £460  cwt 

spot.  Tragacanth:  No.  1   spot  £270,  No.  2  £230. 

Henbane:  Niger  nominal  spot  and  cif. 

Honey:  (ton)  Australian  light  amber  £252;  medium 

£240.    Canadian    £290.    Mexican    £246.  Chinese 

£190. 

Ipecacuanha:  (per  lb)   Matto  Grosso  £2-55  spot; 
£2-45,    cif,    Costa    Rican   £2-25   spot;    £2-10  cif. 
Jalap:  Mexican  tubers  £2  kg  spot;  £1-95.  cif. 
Pepper:    (ton)    Sarawak  black  £360  spot;  £310, 
cif;  white  £475;  £440,  cif. 

Waxes:  (ton)  Bees'  Dar-es-Salaam,  spot  nominal. 
£595,  cif;  Candelila:  £570;  £530,  cif.  Carnauba: 
fatty-grey  £375,  £335,  cif  prime  yellow  £725  spot; 
£665,  cif. 

Essential  oils 

Cinnamon:  Ceylon  leaf  £1-45  spot,  £1-38  cif, 
Seychelles  leaf  rectified  £3,  cif.  English  distilled 
bark  £88. 

Peppermint:  (per  kg)  Arvensis  Chinese.  Spot 
unobtainable;  £2-30  cif.  Brazilian  £1-62  spot; 
May-June  £1-55,  cif,  American  Piperata  from  £3-85. 
Petitgrain:  £3  spot;  £2-85,  cif. 


Yestamin 

Vitality  Yeast  Tablets 
The  Clever  Little  Things 
Now  in  the  handy 

NEW! 

Golden,  handbag  pack 

The  new  handbag 
pack  contains  120 
YESTAMIN  VITALITY 
YEAST  TABLETS  and 
replaces  the  present 
100  tablet  bottle  pack. 
Available  through 
your  usual  wholesalers 
or  direct  from:- 
Trent  Laboratories 
(Division  of  English 

Grains  Limited) 
Park  Road,  Overseal,  Burton  on  Trent 
Tel:  0283  87  5931 


tablets, 
liquids, 
creams, 
pastes, 
powders  etc. 

COMTRACT  MANUFACTURE  ft 
PACKAGING  CAPACITY  AVAILABLE 

■  Modern  plant  and  analytical 
control  facilities  ensure  highest 
standards. 

■  Contractors  to  the  M  inistry  of 
Health. 

■  Hospital  own-formulations  a 
speciality. 

■  Assistance  with  Licence 
Requirements  given 

CARTWRIGHTS 
(RAWUON)  LIMITED 

Lakeside  Laboratories,  Rawdon, 
Leeds,  LS19  7YA. 
Tel: Rawdon  (09737)  214316. 
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'Stalling'  over 
barbiturates 
is  denied 

"Barbiturate  sleeping  tablets  are  available  in  quantities  which 
are  not  desirable,"  admitted  Sir  Ronald  Tunbridge,  chair- 
man of  the  British  Medical  Association's  board  of  science, 
last  week. 


Sir  Ronald  was  commenting  on 
a  section  of  the  board's  annual 
report  on  barbiturates  and 
similar  sedative/hypnotic  drugs 
{C&D,  May  13,  p  665). 

Barbiturates  were  widely 
used,  the  amount  of  addiction 
was  relatively  small  but  there 
was  however  "a  fair  bit  of 
habituation",  he  continued. 

The  board's  request  that  the 
question  of  adding  those  drugs 
to  the  list  of  drugs  controlled 
under  the  Misuse  of  Drugs  Act 
1971  be  reviewed  in  two  years' 
time  was  "not  just  a  stalling 
tactic." 

Preparations 

Because  of  the  many  pre- 
parations containing  barbitu- 
rates there  would  be  adminis- 
trative difficulties  in  implement- 
ing the  controls. 

Sir  Ronald  described  moves 
such  as  educating  students  and 
doctors  on  the  problem  and 
the  setting  up  of  local  com- 
mittees to  look  into  barbitu- 
rate misuse. 

He  speculated  that  if  the 
Act  had  been  in  force  when 
barbiturates  were  first  produced 
they  would  have  been  scheduled 
immediately. 

Action  was  taken  over 
amphetamines,  he  said,  admit- 
tedly a  bit  late  in  the  day. 

Commenting  on  the  BMA's 
decision  to  ask  the  Department 
of  Health  to  start  an  inquiry 
into  the  extent  of  the  use  of 
barbiturates  and  other  widely 
prescribed  sedatives  and  hypno- 
tic drugs,  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  said  that  it  fully  sup- 
ported the  move.  The  Society 
had  been  campaigning  for  a 
curb  on  the  supply  of  such 
drugs  for  years. 

"We  should  like  to  think 
that  our  voice  has  not  gone 
unheard,"  said  a  spokesman 
of  the  Society,  "for  the  num- 
ber of  prescriptions  decreased 
steadily  from  14-2m  in  1968, 
131m  in  1969  and  12-2m  in 
1970 — the  last  year  for  which 
figures  are  available.  But  we 
cannot  fail  to  note  that  during 
the  same  period  the  number  of 
prescriptions  for  non-barbitu- 
rate sleeping  tablets  increased 
from  5-4m  in  1968  to  6-6m  in 


1970.  This  is  a  trend  which 
also  merits  investigation. 

"There  is  usually  a  very 
good  reason  why  a  normal 
healthy  person  cannot  sleep — 
a  sudden  death  in  the  family, 
a  change  of  job,  matrimonial 
trouble  or  financial  difficulties. 
Sleeping  tablets  may  then  be 
necessary  for  a  short  time  but 
reliance  on  them  for  months  or 
years  is  surely  not  the  right 
answer. 

"We  respect  the  right  of  the 
doctor  to  prescribe  what  he 
thinks  is  best  for  his  patient, 
but  we  would  like  to  recom- 
mend that  where  he  suspects 
that  a  patient  is  becoming 
addicted  that  the  maximum 
supply  of  a  barbiturate  should 
not  exceed  28  days. 

"A  recent  survey  of  nearly 
60,000  prescriptions  of  all  types 
has  shown  that  over  25  per 
cent  were  for  4-12  weeks  sup- 
ply. Prescriptions  for  200-700 
tablets  are  not  uncommon." 

Minister's 
interest  in 
promotions 

"I  take  a  close  interest  in  pro- 
motions which  appear  to  be 
wasteful,"  Sir  Keith  Joseph, 
Secretary  for  Social  Services, 
said  in  the  Commons  on  Tues- 
day. 

Answering  a  question  on  the 
issue  of  "water  colour  pictures" 
raised  by  Mr  L.  Pavitt,  he  said 
the  literature  had  been  referred 
to  the  Association  of  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Industry 
to  see  whether  it  conformed  to 
the  ABPI  code  of  practice. 
However,  Sir  Keith  added  that 
the  leaflet  contained  promo- 
tional and  clinical  information 
as  well  as  the  picture  reproduc- 
tions. 

Mr  Pavitt  also  asked  about 
the  free  supply  by  a  manufac- 
turer of  Diabenese  tables  to 
hospitals  "as  a  means  of  in- 
fluencing the  prescribing  habits 
of  doctors  in  favour  of  a  brand 
name."  But  Sir  Keith  did  not 
feel  justified  in  advising  hos- 
pital authorities  to  refuse  the 
offer  of  free  supplies  from  the 
sole  source  of  a  patented  drug. 


Services  provided  by  the  National  Pharmaceutical  Union  for  its 
members  were  "very  much  envied"  by  a  party  of  28  German 
proprietor  pharmacists  who  visited  Mallinson  House  on  May  10 
All  were  members  of  the  Association  of  Professional  Organisa 
tions  of  German  Pharmacists  and  the  party  included  their 
president,  Herr  Walter  Riemerschmid,  who  remarked  on  the 
similarity  of  pharmacy  in  the  UK  to  that  in  Germany.  Now  that 
the  two  countries  were  opening  their  official  negotiations  they 
could  learn  much  from  each  other  and  profit  immeasurably  from 
their  new  ties.  In  the  picture,  Herr  Riemerschmid  (left)  is 
greeted  by  Mr  J.  Wright,  NPU  group  director 


edicines  'zero 
VAT'  bid  fails 

Commons  amendments  to  the  Finance  Bill  tabled  on  Tuesday 
sought  to  extend  value  added  tax  zero  rating  to  all  the 
pharmaceutical  and  other  "official"  preparations,  and  the 
new  "essential"  medicines  at  present  exempt  purchase  tax. 
However,  the  amendments  were 


rejected  by  the  House,  Mr 
John  Nott,  Treasury  Minister 
of  State,  saying  that  the  present 
yield  of  purchase  tax  from  pro- 
prietary drugs  and  medicines 
was  about  £17m  a  year.  VAT 
would  only  yield  about  £10m. 

The  Finance  Bill  gives  a  zero 
rating  only  to  items  supplied 
on  prescription.  But  the  amend- 
ment, tabled  by  Mr  J.  Hill,  Dr 
Tom  Stuttaford,  Sir  Harman 
Nicholls  and  Mr  McCrindle, 
would  cover  all  items  comply- 
ing with  the  provision  of  Part 
II  of  Schedule  I  to  the  Purchase 
Tax  Act  1963,  and  to  goods 
specified  in  the  Schedule  to  the 
Purchase  Tax  (No  5)  Order 
1971  (see  C&D  Directory,  1972). 

Also  rejected  were  amend- 
ments to  zero-rate  the  follow- 
ing: elastic  stockings;  surgical 
dressings;  family  planning  aids, 
materials  and  prescriptions  not 
covered  by  a  doctor's  certifi- 
cate; hearing  aids;  sanitary 
towels  and  tampons. 


All-party  'voice' 
for  retailers 

An  all-party  retail  group  of 
members  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  has  been  formed  to 
ensure  that  the  voice  of  the 
industry  will  be  heard  in  Parlia- 
ment. 

At  a  reception  to  mark  the 
group's  formation  Lord  Red- 
mayne,  chairman  of  the  Retail 
Consortium,  said  that  retailing 
had  not  been  sufficiently  re- 
garded as  a  significant  part  of 
the  national  economy,  and  as 
one  of  the  largest  employers  in 
the  country. 

The  reception  was  attended 
by  Members  of  both  Houses 
who  were  either  independent 
retailers  or  had  interests  in  the 
multiple  or  department  store 
trade,  in  the  Co-operative 
Union  or  in  retail  trade  union- 
ism. Mr  Geoffrey  Finsberg 
(Hampstead)  was  elected  chair- 
man. 


Danger  labelling  for  products? 


A  move  to  amend  the  law 
relating  to  the  labelling  of 
hazardous  products  used  in  the 
home  and  garden  is  to  be  made 
in  Parliament  on  May  24.  Mrs 


Oppenheim  hopes  to  present 
a  Private  Member's  Bill  "under 
the  ten  minute  rule"  entitled 
Hazardous  Products  (Uniform 
Labelling)  Bill. 
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Do-it-yourself 
enters  the 
cosmetics  industry 

The  fashion  for  do-it-yourself  moves  into  the  cosmetics  indus- 
try with  the  introduction  to  the  UK  from  America  of  a 
product  in  the  Bonne  Bell  range,  Well  Spring. 
This  oily  liquid  preparation  is 


claimed  to  be  the  result  of  two 
years'  research  and  study  and  is 
formulated  with  over  two  dozen 
ingredients  "that  moisten, 
soften  and  nourish"  the  skin. 

It  can  be  used  either  on  its 
own  as  an  emollient  or  clean- 
ser or  shaken  with  various 
"natural  products"  to  achieve 
different  types  of  creams  and 
lotions.  Among  the  many 
recommended  additives  are 
milk  or  yogurt  (night  cream), 
tea  (tanning  lotion,  "screening 
up  to  50  per  cent  of  the  sun's 
burning  rays"),  strawberries 
(conditioner  especially  good  for 
dry  skins),  white  wine  (cream 
with  toner). 

A  typical  recipe  appearing  in 
the  instruction  booklet  included 
in  each  pack  is:  "Whole  Egg 
with  Beer.  Add  one  part  whole 
egg  to  two  parts  beer  and  add 
1  tsp  of  this  mixture  to  an 
equal  part  of  Well  Spring.  (Stir 
beer  before  using  until  fizzing 
stops)  and  you  have  ...  a 
super    hair    treatment  lotion. 


■■' 


Bonne  Bell  pack 

Beer  and  eggs  are  both  protein 
conditioners.  Use  this  lotion  as 
a  treatment  before  each 
shampoo." 

The  Bonne  Bell  range, 
announced  this  week,  will  be 
on  sale  in  Selfridges  from  the 
beginning  of  next  month  and 
will  then  be  introduced  gradu- 
ally into  selected  Lewis  group 
stores.  Once  sufficient  stocks 
have  been  built  up  for  national 
distribution — probably  by  the 
end  of  this  year — the  range 
will  be  sold  through  pharmacy 
outlets. 

Well  Spring  comes  in  two 
sizes — 4oz  with  one  jar  (£1-30) 
and  8oz  with  two  containers 
(£2-10). 


Guild  fight 
for  regional 
post  in  Wales 

The  Welsh  Hospital  Board 
planning  committee  has  recom- 
mended that  no  regional  phar- 
macist be  appointed  for  Wales. 
Similarly  the  Guild  of  Hospital 
Pharmacists'  council  thought 
it  probable  that,  in  implement- 
ing the  Noel  Hall  Report 
recommendations  in  Northern 
Ireland,  no  regional  pharma- 
cist would  be  appointed 
although  area  pharmaceutical 
services  were  being  considered 
there. 

It  was  stated  that  Miss 
Greenleaf  had  again  written  on 
behalf  of  the  Guild  objecting 
to  the  Welsh  recommendation, 
which  was  still  subject  to  the 
Welsh  Board's  approval. 

The  matter  was  discussed  at 
a  meeting  of  the  Guild 
Council  on  May  12  (p  713). 
Council  anticipated  that  its 
objection  would  be  put  before 
the  Board  this  week. 

Concerning  implementation 
in  Northern  Ireland  it  was 
decided  to  contact  the  Northern 
Ireland  Branch  of  the  Guild 
offering  a  visit  from  a  Council 
member. 

Medicines  only 
restriction  in  SA? 

In  a  circular  to  members  of  the 
pharmaceutical  society  in  South 
Africa,  the  president  of  the 
society,  Mr  A.  J.  Sonnekus, 
says  that  the  Minister  of  Health 
has  been  asked  to  "take  positive 
steps  to  ensure  that  medicines 
are  sold  only  by  chemists." 
Mr  Sonnekus  said  his  society 
were  seeking  to  rewrite  article 
76  of  the  Medical,  Dental  and 
Pharmacy  Act  of  1928  to  give 
greater  control  to  pharmacists. 

The  chairman  of  the  Cape 
Western  branch  of  the  society 
said  that  it  was  precarious  to 
have  lay  people — such  as 
managing  directors  and  share- 
holders— dictating  policy  to 
pharmacists  as  this  could  create 
a  situation  whereby  the  phar- 
macist could  infringe  the  ethics 
of  his  profession. 


Wellcome 
display 

Medieval  doctors  divined  rather 
than  diagnosed  virtually  all  ail- 
ments from  the  urine.  This 
eight-inch  painted  wood  figure 
of  Saint  Cosmas,  part  of  a 
newly  opened  display  at  the 
Wellcome  Institute  of  the  His- 
tory of  Medicine,  Euston  Road. 
London,  holds  the  urine  flask 
that  is  a  symbol  of  his  pro- 
fession. 

Saint  Cosmos  and  Saint 
Damian,  twin  brothers  martyred 
under  Diocletian  in  287  AD. 
are  patron  saints  of  doctors  and 
pharmacists. 

At  the  Wellcome  Institute  of 
the  History  of  Medicine  the 
permanent  collection  is  in  the 
course  of  being  completely  re- 
housed. 


Proprietaries 
assembly  report 
available 

Three  working  parties  to  carry 
forward  decisions  of  last  year's 
first  general  assembly  of  the 
World  Federation  of  Proprie- 
tary Medicine  Manufacturers 
have  been  established,  and 
their  membership  is  expected 
to  be  finalised  at  the  American 
association's  meeting. 

One  of  the  working  parties 
will  cover  the  preparation  of 
a  world  advertising  code  for 
proprietary  medicines;  a  second 
will  cover  information  services, 
and  the  third  will  work  on  the 
"vexed  question"  of  producing 
a  compatible  multilingual 
terminology. 

The  proceedings  of  the  first 
world  assembly,  held  in  Lon- 
don, have  now  been  published 
in  three  languages.  Introducing 
the  report,  Don  Bryant,  chair- 
man of  the  WFPMM,  writes 
that  the  assembly  gave  the  in- 
dustry "a  constructive  platform 
to  guide  its  conduct  through- 
out the  world  in  the  years  to 
come. 

"Because  of  the  recognised 
importance  of  home  medica- 
tion to  health  generally  we 
accept  the  concomitant  respon- 
sibility of  maintaining  the 
highest  standards  in  distribu- 
tion and  in  advertising." 

'Visual  arts  in 
medicine'  display 

The  first-ever  public  exhibition 
of  the  work  of  medical  artists, 
medical  photographers  and 
visual  aids  producers  in  the 
National   Health   Service  will 


be  held  at  the  Royal  Exchange 
in  the  City  of  London  from 
September  21  to  October  4. 

The  exhibition  is  being 
sponsored  by  the  Association 
of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Industry,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Royal  Photographic  Society 
medical  group,  the  Medical 
Artists'  Association  and  the 
Institute  of  Medical  and 
Biological  Illustration. 

Prizes  of  £100,  £50  and  £25 
are  being  offered  by  the  ABPI 
for  the  best  photographs  sub- 
mitted showing  the  use  of  a 
pharmaceutical  preparation  in 
medical  treatment,  or  some 
aspect  of  pharmaceutical  re- 
search. Entrants  must  be  full- 
time  workers  in  the  Health 
Service  or  in  medical /pharma- 
ceutical laboratories. 

Entry  details  are  available 
from  ABPI  Information  Ser- 
vices, 162  Regent  Street,  Lon- 
don Wl.  Closing  date  is  July 
21. 

Boots  staff 
share  bonus 

Nearly  40,000  employees  of  the 
Boots  Co  Ltd  are  this  year  to 
share  £3,059,000,  the  highest 
amount  ever  paid  out  under 
the  company's  profit  earning 
bonus  scheme  and  distributed 
to  all  members  of  the  staff  with 
more  than  twelve  months'  ser- 
vice. The  total  distribution,  an 
increase  of  £837,000  on  a  year 
ago  by  some  39,000  qualifying 
employees,  follows  the  record 
profits  announced  by  the  com- 
pany (see  p  698). 

The  bonus  is  regularly  8^ 
per  cent  of  the  past  year's  profit 
from  the  company's  UK  opera- 
tions (calculated  before  deduct- 
ing the  bonus  itself). 
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Miss  Gladys  Pearson  has  been  using  Wellcome  insulin  for 
nearly  50  years.  Last  week  she  met  Mr  Ft.  N.  Fox  who,  in  1922, 
worked  on  the  production  of  the  first  Wellcome  insulin.  Miss 
Pearson  was  shown  round  the  insulin  production  plant  at  the 
Burroughs  Wellcome  factory  in  Dartford.  In  the  picture  she  is 
seen  with  Mr  Fox  and  Mr  H.  Aldous  (centre),  the  insulin  pack- 
ing manager,  watching  inspection  of  insulin  vials 
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NEWS 

Own-brand  Sines 
hoist  Boots 
profits 

Sales  by  the  Boots  Co  Ltd  in 
the  year  ended  March  31 
reached  £303  5m  against 
£257. 4m  in  the  previous  year. 
Profits,  before  tax,  are  £34-2m 
against  £24-9m  in  1970-71  and 
against  £33  5m  forecast  when 
the  company  made  a  bid  for 
Glaxo  Group  Ltd.  Taxation 
takes  £14-5m  against  £10-6m  in 
the  previous  year. 

According  to  the  chairman, 
Mr  Willoughby  Norman,  own- 
brand  products,  particularly 
cosmetics,  played  a  significant 
part  in  the  improved  margins. 
He  stated  that  a  successor  to 
Brufen  is  now  under  clinical 
trial. 

Some  £7-25m  is  to  be  spent 
on  the  retailing  business  and  a 
9  per  cent  space  increase  is 
looked  for.  Another  £4m  is  to 
be  spent  on  manufacturing  and 
distribution. 

About  the  same  time  as  the 
company's  trading  results  were 
announced  Boots  opened  their 
largest  ever  all-department 
store,  a  two-storey  complex 
covering  41,000  sq  ft  in  the 
new  Victoria  Centre,  Parlia- 
ment Street,  Nottingham.  The 
new  store  will  have  10,000  sq  ft 
more  selling  area  than  Boots' 
New  Street,  Birmingham,  store, 
until  now  the  company's  largest 
shop. 

When  completed,  in  the 
autumn  of  this  year,  the  Vic- 
toria Centre  will  be  the  largest 
enclosed,  centrally  heated  and 
air-conditioned  shopping  centre 
in  Europe  with  a  total  sales 
area  of  around  400,000  sq  ft. 
It  will  also  have,  underground, 
Britain's  largest  car  park  with 
an  initial  capacity  for  1,650 
cars,  rising  to  3,000. 

A  spokesman  for  Boots  Ltd 
said  there  would  be  more 
space  given  in  their  new  shop  to 
traditional  merchandise  ranges 
while  leisure  goods  covering 
photographic  equipment,  audio 
equipment,  gardening,  home 
wine  making  and  artists 
materials  would  all  figure  pro- 
minently. 

On  the  ground  floor  there 
is  a  complete  Babyboots  shop 
built  into  the  store. 


Sorting  balance 
for  Beecham 

For  quicker  and  accurate 
assessment  of  the  content  of 
unit  dose  preparations  in  the 
form  of  tablets  and  gelatine 
capsules,  Beecham  Research 
Laboratories  have  purchased  an 
automatic  sorting  balance  from 
C.I.   Electronics,  Salisbury. 

The  balance  supplied  con- 
sists of  a  vibrating  hopper 
which  feeds  the  capsules  to 
each  of  the  two  weighing  heads. 
From  this  point  each  side  of 
the  balance  performs  a  discrete 
function.  Each  weighs  the  cap- 
sules at  a  rate  of  23  per  minute 
and  according  to  pre-set  weight 
limits  passes  them  to  three  out- 
lets— low  rejects,  acceptances, 
high  rejects.  Upper  and  lower 
accept  levels  can  be  set  in  lmg 
steps  up  to  999mg. 

Capacity  of  the  feed  hopper 
is  approximately  28,000  cap- 
sules and  there  are  facilities  for 
counting  the  number  of  items 
passed  into  each  of  the  three 
categories. 

PD&Co's  £50,000 
storage  system 

Parke,  Davies  &  Co's  new 
headquarters  at  Pontypool, 
Mon,  has  recently  seen  the 
completion  of  a  contract  for 
the  design,  manufacture  and 
installation  of  a  complete  stor- 
age, handling  and  dispatch 
system  which  was  undertaken 
by  PLC  Engineering  Co, 
Hayes,  Middlesex. 
Compared  with  the  facilities 


at  their  previous  laboratories 
at  Hounslow,  the  new  system 
at  Pontypool,  costing  £50,000, 
is  giving  improved  throughput 
and  performance  with  reduced 
handling,  yet  it  occupies  less 
floor  space.  Some  17,000  separ- 
ate items  per  day  are  dealt 
with,  and  there  is  built  in  to 
the  system  a  substantial  expan- 
sion factor. 

Schering  AG, 
hold  net  profit 

Net  profit  of  Schering  AG, 
Berlin,  at  Dm  43m  was  about 
the  same  as  in  1970  although 
the  parent  company's  sales  rose 
12-3  per  cent  to  Dm  734m. 
Group  turnover  was  Dm 
1,215m,  up  17-4  per  cent. 
Dividend  is  unchanged  at  20 
per  cent. 

Machines  for 
European  market 

A  new  company,  European 
Labelling  Machine  Systems  Ltd, 
trading  as  EMS  (European 
Machine  Systems)  and  special- 
ising in  the  manufacture  and 
marketing  of  in-line,  self-ad- 
hesive labelling  machines,  com- 
menced operations  recently.  It 
intends  to  concentrate  on  pro- 
viding equipment  for  the  Euro- 
pean  pharmaceutical  industry. 

Formerly  Harland  Machine 
Systems  Ltd,  of  Basildon, 
Essex,  the  new  company,  an 
independent  subsidiary  within 
the  Harland  Group,  has  its 
offices  and  factory  at  the  Age- 
croft  Trading  Estate,  Langley 


Road,  Salford  6.  Managing 
director  is  Mr  Tim  Parker,  who 
was  previously  with  the  Elec- 
tronic Controls  Co  (ECC)  as 
export  sales  and  marketing 
manager.  Technical  director  is 
Mr  Barry  Aldous,  who  was 
also  with  ECC. 

Jackel  acquire 
a  wholesaler 

Jackel  &  Co  Ltd  have  acquired 
Bremner-White  Ltd,  sundries 
and  toiletries  wholesaler  based 
in  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  Brem- 
ner-White will  continue  to 
operate  as  self-contained  organ- 
isation within  the  Jackel  group 
of  companies  and  be  managed 
by  the  present  resident  director, 
Mr  Ernest  M.  White.  Additional 
directors  appointed  to  the 
board  are  Graham  R.  Mc- 
Connochie,  chairman;  Allan  B. 
Anderson  and  C.  M.  Taylor. 

In  brief 

Farbwerke  Hoechst  AG:  Opera- 
ting profit  in  1971  was  DM 
223  5m  against  DM  296-4m  in 
1970.  Dividend  is  cut  from  20 
per  cent  to  15  per  cent. 

Schwarzkopf  Ltd's  marketing 
division,  headed  by  Dr  E. 
Riepe,  have  moved  to  new 
offices  attached  to  their  factory 
at  Aylesbury,  Bucks.  The  ad- 
ministration and  accounts  sec- 
tion remain  at  their  head 
offices,  Eastcote,  Middlesex. 

Ayrton  Saunders  &  Co  Ltd's 

subsidiary  company  operating 
in  Dublin  has  been  taken  over 
by  the  United  Drug  Co  Ltd, 
Ballina.  It  will  continue  under 
its  present  title  Ayrton  Saun- 
ders &  Co  (Dublin)  Ltd,  for 
the  time  being,  but  the  name 
will  be  changed  in  due  course. 


  ,  -    .  '  .  .J 

Cooper,  McDougall  &  Robert- 
son Ltd:  Mr  W.  S.  MacArthur 
has  recently  been  appointed 
northern  area  sales  manager 
for  the  livestock  division  of  the 
company.  His  area  covers 
Cumberland,  Durham,  Lanca- 
shire, Northumberland,  West- 
morland and  Yorkshire. 

William  R.  Warner  &  Co  Ltd: 

Ian  Jenkins,  MPS  has  been  ap- 
pointed corporate  planning 
manager;  Peter  Simmonds  and 
Roger  Rackstraw  are  appointed 
product  managers  in  the  new 
consumer  products  group. 
Michael  Jump,  BA  is  appointed 
export  executive  for  the  group. 
Hickson  &  Welch  (Holdings) 
Ltd:  Mr  R.  A.  Clark  has  been 
appointed  to  the  board. 
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Topical  reflections 
by  Xrayser 


Mr  Horace  Lloyd  Evans,  MPS 

has  retired  after  33  years  with 
Glaxo  Laboratories  Ltd.  He 
qualified  in  1934  and  managed 
retail  pharmacies  in  Hastings 
and  in  London  before  joining 
Glaxo  as  a  public  health  repre- 
sentative in  1938. 

During  the  war  years  Mr 
Lloyd  Evans  was  involved  in 
the  production  of  penicillin 
and,  later,  vitamin  D.  He 
worked  as  a  medical  then  pub- 
lic health  representative  mainly 
in  the  London  area  up  until 
the  early  1960s  when  he  con- 
centrated on  representative 
training  and  other  activities. 
Mr  W.  Walton,  BPharm,  FPS, 
after  17  years  with  CIBA  and 
six  years  as  marketing  director 
with  Berk  Pharmaceuticals 
Ltd,  is  leaving  the  pharmaceu- 
tical industry  to  go  into  stock- 
broking.  Mr  Walton  has  al- 
ways taken  an  active  interest  in 
investments,  and  having  been 
invited  to  join  a  City  firm  of 
stockbrokers  he  has  now  deci- 
ded to  make  his  hobby  a  full 
time  occupation.  He  will  not 
however  be  relinquishing  his 
interest  in  the  industry  com- 
pletely and  will  be  handling 
selective  management  and  mar- 
keting projects  for  pharmaceu- 
tical companies  as  a  private 
consultant. 

Mr  Eric  Humphrey,  BPharm, 
MPS,  has  joined  the  Bristol- 
based  Mills  Chemists  as  man- 
iging  director.  Mr  Humphrey 
was  previously  with  E.  Moss 
Ltd  for  16  years. 

Dr  K.  W.  Bcntley,  assistant  re- 
search director  of  Reckitt  & 
Zolman  pharmaceutical  divis- 
sion,  is  the  recipient  of  the 
Ihemical  Society's  first  award 
:or  medicinal  chemistry  spon- 
;ored  by  Boots  Co  Ltd. 

The  Society  this  week  pre- 
;ented  a  series  of  new  awards 
;overing  different  areas  of 
:hemistry. 

Through  Dr  Bentley's  work 
>n  thebaine  the  understanding 
)f  morphines  activity  has  been 
leepened.  He  identified  the 
inalgesic  component  of  the 
norphine  molecule  and  demon- 
trated  how  this  could  be  en- 
lanced.  One  result  of  this  was 
he  production  of  etorphine 
lydrochloride. 

Dr  Bentley  has  also  been  in- 
'olved  with  the  synthesis  of 
eversing  agents  which  neutral- 
>e  analgesic  activity  within 
he  body. 


Professor   D.   H.   R.  Barton, 

Nobel  Laureate,  of  Imperial 
College,  London,  gave  the 
Society  of  Cosmetic  Chemists 
1972  medal  lecture  last  week. 
His  subject  was  'topical 
steroids." 


Deaths 


Johnston:  On  May  6,  Mr  Gal- 
braith  Johnston,  MPSNI,  127 
Islandmagee  Road,  Whitehead, 
co  Antrim.  Mr  Johnston  quali- 
fied in  1927.  For  many  years 
he  served  with  Grattan  &  Co 
Ltd,  Belfast  and  subsequently 
conducted  his  own  pharmacy 
at  Shore  Road,  Belfast.  He 
retired  some  years  ago. 

Loughrey:    On    May    4,  Mr 

James  Benedict  Loughrey, 
MPSNI,  202  Antrim  Road, 
Newtownabbey,  co  Antrim, 
aged  50.  Mr  Loughrey  qualified 
in  1943.  For  the  past  25  years 
he  had  carried  on  his  own 
pharmacy  at  Antrim  Road, 
Newtownabbey. 

Paines:  On  May  9  Mr  Henry 
Wilfrid  Paines,  MPS,  1  Sandy 
Lodgeway,  Northwood,  Middle- 


Draft  principles 


sex,  aged  78.  Mr  Paines  quali- 
fied as  a  pharmacist  in  1919 
and  after  a  short  spell  in  retail 
pharmacy  he  joined  the  Ar- 
mour Co  later  taking  charge 
of  their  laboratory  division.  In 
1925  he  left  Armour  to  go  into 
partnership  with  Mr  J.  F.  Byrne 
and  eventually  he  and  Mr 
Byrne  founded  Paines  &  Byrne 
Ltd  in  1929.  He  retired  from 
active  participation  in  the  com- 
pany's affairs  but  continued  in 
his  office  as  chairman  until  his 
death. 

During  his  retirement  Mr 
Paines  was  fully  occupied  with 
a  number  of  projects  included 
among  which  was  his  position 
as  honorary  secretary  to  the 
British  Supporting  Group  of  the 
World  Medical  Association. 
Sadler:  On  May  15,  Mr  S.  F. 
Sadler,  director  of  Chas 
Zimmermann  &  Co  Ltd  from 
1947  until  his  retirement  at  the 
beginning  of  1970.  Mr  Sad'er 
who  was  67  joined  Zimmer- 
mann in  1921  and  was  well 
known  by  a  wide  circle  of 
friends  in  the  essential  oil  and 
perfumery  trades. 


No  pharmacist  could  fault  the  principles  enunciated  in  the 
draft  directive  emanating  from  the  European  Economic  Com- 
munity, and  in  accepting  all  of  them,  albeit  with  a  reservation, 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  acted  with 
correctness  as  the  professional  representative  of  pharmacy  in 
Great  Britain. 

From  the  pharmacist's  standpoint,  there  could  be  no 
possible  objection  to  the  clause  relating  to  the  restriction  to 
the  pharmacist  of  the  supply  of  medicinal  products  to  the 
public. 

And,  again  professionally,  there  can  be  no  objection  to 
restricting  the  goods  in  which  a  pharmacist  is  authorised  to 
trade  in  his  pharmacy.  Although  a  previous  move  by  the 
Society  in  that  direction  was  not  markedly  successful,  it  is 
to  the  Council's  credit  that  its  aspirations  have  not  altered. 

The  clause  relating  to  medical  laboratory  analysis,  as 
practised  in  some  European  countries,  is  a  difficult  one,  for 
any  attempt  by  pharmacy  to  advance  in  that  direction  has 
not  made  progress,  and  the  work  has  gone  elsewhere,  and 
even  under  the  most  favourable  circumstances  is  unlikely  to 
leave  the  hands  of  its  present  practitioners. 

The  sixth  clause  states:  "It  is  considered  that  full  profes- 
sional responsibility  for  the  pharmacist  is  of  such  importance 
that  he  should  at  least  be  the  owner  of  the  medicaments  he 
supplies  and  the  apparatus  and  equipment  that  is  in  the 
pharmacy."  (There  is  an  exception  where  the  pharmacy  is  the 
property  of  a  public  authority  or  non-profit-making  co- 
operative institution.)  It  is  in  regard  to  that  clause  that  the 
Council,  though  giving  its  backing  to  the  principle,  enters 
the  reservation  that  although  there  is  merit  in  the  situation, 
the  existing  position  of  general  practice  pharmacy  in  this 
country  must  be  taken  into  consideration. 

Reservation 

One  has  only  to  read  the  report  of  pharmaceutical  practice 
and  administration  in  several  European  countries  as  detailed 
in  your  report  of  the  international  pharmaceutical  manage- 
ment conference  held  at  Brighton  (p  680)  to  realise  how 
different  is  the  pharmaceutical  scene,  and  to  appreciate  how 
much  simpler  assimilation  might  be  into  the  pattern  of  the 
USA. 

But  the  Council's  reservation  does  refer  to  the  "  existing 
position",  from  which  one  might  be  permitted  to  surmise 
that,  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  expressed  support,  future 
planning  will  be  directed  to  removing  any  need  for  reserva- 
tion. Pharmacy  in  Britain  is  being  offered  an  opportunity, 
and  a  challenge  to  its  waywardness.  Its  future  as  a  pro- 
fession is  in  the  balance. 

Not  for  transfer 

I,  and  I  am  sure  many  others,  endorse  unreservedly  the 
sentiments  expressed  in  your  editorial  comment  on  the 
wonderful  record  of  Miss  M.  A.  Burr  and  Mr  H.  Steinman. 
Their  distinguished  service  has  been  given  over  a  quarter  of 
a  century  of  unprecedented  change,  and  they  have  added  to 
the  dignity  of  their  profession  while  adding  to  their  own 
stature.  And  while  Harry  Steinman  might  not,  at  Old 
Trafford,  command  the  same  fee  as  Denis  Law,  his  value 
as  treasurer  is  beyond  price  and  we  won't  listen  to  any 
question  of  a  transfer. 


OUR 


SALES  PROMOTION- 


another  Glendinning  special  to  cap 
last  year's  huge  success 

ROBINSON'S 

NEW  BABY  FOOD  PROMOTION 


.  I 


ROBINSON'S  M 
BABY  CEREAL' 


cooked  for  bl 


This  year  it's  going 
to  help  all  your 
Robinson's  baby  lines 

Last  year's  Robinson's  promotion 
("Puzzle  Prizes")  was  an  absolute  win- 
ner with  mothers,  in  their  tens  of 
thousands.  And  so  . . .  we're  launching 
another  full  scale  consumer  promotion  — 
Nursery  Wall  Cards. 

They're  free  when  mothers  collect 
tokens  from  Instant  Baby  Foods,  Baby 
Cereals  and,  this  year,  Baby  Syrups  too ! 

It  will  be  child's  play  to  make  this  pro- 
motion work  for  you.  Just  stock  and  dis- 
play the  special  packs  and  leaflets  to 
win  bigger  profits  from  the  Robinson's 
Nursery  Wall  Card  Promotion. 


FROM 

ROBINSONS 


NURSERY  WALL  CARDS 


This  year's  promotion  gift .  .  .  Nursery  Wall  Cards.  A  set 
of  eight  makes  up  a  colourful  picture  of  favourite 
nursery  rhymes  -  and  because  they're  made  of  a  special 
plastic  each  one  sticks,  as  if  by  magic,  to  any  clean, 
shiny  surface. 

All  your  customers  have  to  do  to  get  this  colourful 
nursery  prize  is  to  collect  a  set  of  8  numbered  pieces 
from  the  special  packs  of  Robinson's  and  send 
them  to  us. 

Starter  pieces  are  given  away,  in  our  advertisements  and 
in  your  display  leaflets. 

Couldn't  be  easier,  couldn't  be  better. 
This  promotion  will  be  featured  in  whole  colour  pages  in  - 

MOTHER  *  WOMAN  &  HOME  *  TRUE  MAGAZINE  *  PINS  AND  NEEDLES  * 

circle  *  true  story  *  true  romances  -  so  it's  really  going  to  be 


FAMILY 

big. 


ROBINSON'S  Baby  Foods  &  Syrups 

INSTANT  BABY  FOOD  •  BABY  RICE  •  GROATS  -  MIXED  CEREAL  •  ROBINSON  S  BABY  SYRUPS 

Reckitt  &  Colman  Food  Division,  Norwich,  NOR  75A 
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Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Miners  eye  shadows 
Just  like  children's  water  paints  is  how 
M  iners  describe  their  new  water  colour 
eye  shadows  (£016)  which,  as  they  are 
not  made  from  pressed  powder,  are  said 
to  mix  to  any  colour  desired.  Six  shades 
are  available,  yellow,  blue,  turquoise, 
mauve,  green  and  pearly  mixer. 

Also  new  from  Miners  is  a  roll-on 
foundation  (£0-32)  in  an  unbreakable  con- 
tainer and  containing  a  moisturiser. 
According  to  their  research,  teenagers 
found  they  could  apply  just  the  right 
amount  and  then  blend  in  with  the  finger- 
tips. This  comes  in  four  shades,  pale, 
beige,  medium  anad  dark. 

To  complement  the  brighter  clothes 
now  on  sale,  there  are  new  bright  shades 
in  three  eye  shadow  ranges.  In  the  pearly 
collection  come  Azure,  Turquoise,  and 
Lime,  in  frosted  shadow  stick  come  Pearly 
Yellow,  Heather,  Pink,  Blue,  Turquoise 
and  Lime  and  in  Matte  Shadow  stick 
Bright  Blue,  Green  and  Mauve  and 
Indigo,  Peacock  and  Red  (Myram  Picker 
Ltd,  Hook  Rise,  Kingston  By-pass,  Surbi- 
ton,  Surrey). 

Lemon  cold  cream 

Chesebrough-Pond's  have  introduced  a 
Lemon  cold  cream,  designed  especially 
to  cleanse  young  oily  skins.  It  is  presented 
in  a  white  opal  jar  with  lemon  coloured 
label  and  green  top  and  is  available  in 
two  sizes,  42cc  (£0-27)  and  90cc  (£-44). 

Counter  units,  with  a  headboard  featur- 
ing model  Maudie  James,  holding  six  of 
the  large  size  and  12  small  are  obtain- 
able. Extensive  advertising  is  taking  place 
and  full-colour  pages  will  be  seen  in 
leading  women's  magazines  from  July 
onwards  (Chesebrough-Pond's  Ltd,  Vic- 
toria Road,  London  NW10). 

Orlane's  B21 

Orlane  have  extended  their  B21  formula, 
launched  in  the  cream  version  in  1968, 
to  Colloidal  lotion  in  a  4oz  pack  (£7-50), 
emulsion  in  4oz  (£9-50)  and  fluid  cream 
for  body  and  bust  in  7oz  (£9-50),  all 
presented  in  gold  capped  bottles  and 
scented  with  Princesse  d'Albret  perfume. 
The  B21  formulation  is  said  to  be  a 


unique  concentration  of  protein-giving 
elements  called  G.A.  which  tighten  the 
muscular  fibres,  prolong  the  life  of 
proteins  in  the  cells  and  refine  the  skins. 
The  Colloidal  lotion  is  recommended  for 
use  in  the  morning  or  at  night  after 
cleansing  and  can  replace  the  usual  skin 
lotion  or  just  be  used  during  the  two- 
week  B21  "cure".  The  emulsion  also  con- 
taining colloidal  molecules  is  designed  as 
a  treatment  base  for  under  make-up 
application,  while  the  fluid  cream  is  com- 
bined with  placenta  extracts  and  is  for 
use  anywhere  on  the  body  which  needs 
tightening  and  toning  through  loss  of 
elasticity.  General  distribution  of  the 
three  products  is  from  October  1  (Sirex 
Ltd,  125  High  Holborn,  London  WC1). 

Adagio  foam  bath 

Fiona  Sands  have  introduced  a  foam 
bath  preparation  to  the  Adagio  range.  It 
is  presented  in  135cc  containers  (£0  80)  and 
is  offered  to  the  consumer  at  15p  off  ini- 
tially. All  orders  received  before  June  30 
will  contain  these  special  offer  packs 
(Fiona  Sands,  Queens  Way,  Croydon 
CR9  4DL,  Surrey). 

Azuree  organic  treatments 

The  Azuree  division  of  Estee  Lauder  are 
launching  a  range  of  "Naturally  Extracted 
Organic  Treatments  for  Healthy  Looking 
Hair",  which  contains  herbal  oils  (rose- 
mary, sage,  thyme,  sandalwood,  camo- 
mile), vegetable  oils  and  protein. 

The  collection  comprises  8oz  single- 
application  natural  shampoo  (£1-50), 
designed  to  cleanse  in  one  soaping;  8oz 
natural  rinse  (£150)  in  two  variants,  one 
for  dry  or  normal  hair  and  the  other  for 
oily;  5oz  naturally  enriched  setting  aerosol 
spray  (£1-50);  5oz  herbal  pack  conditioner 
and  nourisher  (£3)  for  restoring  damaged 
hair  by  coating  each  shaft  which  remains 
"through  repeated  shampooings";  9oz 
nautral  care  hair  spray  (£2-10)  (Estee 
Lauder  Cosmetics  Ltd,  71  Grosvenor 
Street,  London  W1X  0BH). 

Dietary 

A  new  taste  of  honey 
Ambrosium  Health  Foods  are  putting 
their  new  range  of  fruit-flavoured  honey 
spreads  on  general  distribution  following 
test  market  successes.  There  are  six 
flavours:  honey  n'  raspberry,  honey  n' 
strawberry,    honey    n'    lime,    honey  n' 


blackcurrant,  honey  n'  orange,  honey  n' 
lemon  (£0-47). 

Ambrosium  Health  Foods  Ltd,  Mil- 
bourne  Street,  Blackpool,  are  backing  the 
sell-in  with  national  competitions,  leaflets 
and  advertising.  The  competitions  will 
be  concentrated  on  magazines  with  a 
readership  of  mothers  with  young  child- 
ren. A  consumer  communications  cam- 
paign will  cover  all  daily  newspapers, 
women's  magazines  and  300  large  cir- 
culation weeklies. 

The  spreads  are  packed  in  polypropy- 
lene jars  containing  230ml  (8|  fl  ozs), 
and  are  individually  packed  in  cartons. 
Jars,  cartons  and  enclosed  leaflets  are  in 
the  appropriate  colours  of  the  fruit  flav- 
our. The  honey  is  fortified  by  brewers 
yeast  and  flavoured  with  pure  fruit  juice 
(Distributor  Brewhurst  Health  Foods 
Supplies  Ltd  at  their  two  depots :  Alfonal 
House,  Abbot  Close,  Oyster  Lane,  Byfleet. 
Surrey;  and  Holly  Back  Mill,  Bolton 
Street,  Radcliffe,  Lanes). 

Salt-free  diet  adjunct 

A  new  dietary  product  for  use  by  patients 
on  a  salt-free  diet  is  Ruthmol  baking  pow- 
der from  G.  O.  Woodward  &  Co  Ltd. 
The  product  is  issued  in  packets  of  lOOg 
(£0-45)  (G.  O.  Woodward  &  Co  Ltd, 
Larkhall  Laboratories,  225  Putney  Bridge 
Road,  London  SW15). 

Sundries 

Duet  tissues 

Kleenex  Duet  tissues,  making  their  debut 
from  Kimberley  Clark,  are  part  of  "a 
three  pronged  assault  on  the  regular  facial 
tissue  market". 

Duets,  in  a  choice  of  blue  or  pink,  are 
packed  with  a  patterned  tissue  alternating 
with  a  plain  one  in  a  container  with  see 
through  panel  allowing  the  consumer  to 
see  what  she  is  buying  and  providing 
pop-up  dispensing.  The  price  is  the  same 
as  the  regular  Kleenex  products. 

The  other  two  areas  of  the  company's 
current  developments  are  that  Kleenex 
Carnaby  tissues  now  come  in  deep  tones 
rather  than  pastels,  and  packed  in  a 
redesigned  pack  with  stronger  colours,  as 
do  Kleenex  white  (Kimberley-Clark  Ltd, 
Yorkfield,  nr  Maidstone,  Kent). 
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Nursery  wall  cards 

Reckitt  &  Colman  are  giving  away  num- 
bered wall  cards,  which  in  series  of  eight, 
make  up  nursery  rhyme  pictures.  These 
are  made  of  plastic  and  are  said  to  stick 
to  any  shiny  surface. 

The  numbered  tokens  which  qualify  for 
the  cards  are  being  given  away  with 
Robinson's  baby  products  and  the  promo- 
tion is  being  advertised  in  Mother,  Woman 
&  Home,  True  Magazine,  Pins  and 
Needles,  Family  Circle,  True  Story,  True 
Romances  (Reckitt  &  Colman  food  divi- 
sion, Carrow,  Norwich  NOR  75A). 

Campaign  for  Ambre  Solaire 

The  biggest  advertising  campaign  ever  for 
Ambre  Solaire  is  being  run  from  now 
until  the  end  of  July. 

The  publications  used  are  Family  Circle, 
Petticoat,  Nova,  She,  Living,  Honey, 
Woman,  Woman  and  Home,  and  Woman's 
Realm,  and  the  advertisements  will  feature 
the  tan  planner  which  is  available  free 


to  the  public  for  the  second  year  running. 
This  is  designed  in  disc  form  and  gives 
guidance  as  to  which  Ambre  Solaire  pro- 
duct suits  the  different  types  of  skin. 

There  is  also  a  wide  range  of  publicity 
material  and  merchandising  units  available 
for  both  Ambre  Solaire  and  Duo  Tan 
(Golden  Ltd,  Berkeley  Square,  London 
Wl). 

Sylvasun  advertising 

The  suntan  preparation  in  pill  form, 
Sylvasun,  will  receive  a  comprehensive 
boost  during  the  summer  period  through 
hard  selling  advertisements  in  national 
daily  newspapers  and  women's  interest 
magazines. 

Point-of-sale  material  is  available  and 
there  will  be  a  mystery  shopper  contest. 
For  the  trade,  there  is  a  bonus  of  14  in- 
voiced as  12  (Intec  Proprietaries  (UK)  Ltd, 
Crown  House,  London  Road,  Morden, 
Surrey). 

Consumer  offers 

□  NPUM  are  offering  7p  off  Lanalem 
hairspray,  3ip  off  Lemon  liquid  and 
Medicated  shampoo  and  2|p  off  Lemon 
cream  shampoo  and  Olive  oil  treatment; 


lOgood  reasons 
fof "displaying 
new  look  ^Fubifoam* 


Chiropodists  everywhere  use  Tubifoam  tubes  for 
toe  treatment  and  protection.  Now,  in  new 

blister-packs,  and  a  range  ot  5  sizes,  inexpensive 
Tubifoam  tubes  are  going  to  be  best  sellers  for  many 
other  applications  which  don't  need  professional  advice. 
There's  a  big  value-for-money  12"  length  of  Tubifoam  in  every  pack, 
ready  for  your  customers  to  cut  off  the 

exact  amount  they  need  each  time. 
Tubifoam  holds  itself  in  place  and  offers 

all  round  protection.  It  is  ideal,  not  only  to 
relieve  pressure  and  prevent  chafing,  but  also 
for  covering  tender  or  bruised  fingers  and  toes. 
Display  the  new  Tubifoam  packs  prominently  - 
and  watch  your  sales  increase. 
Ask  your  usual  wholesaler  -  or  write  direct  to  us, 

BATEMAN- JACKSON 

Tubiton  House,  Medlock  Street,  Oldham,  Lanes." 
Tel.  061-652  2222  Grams  'Tubiton'  Oldham 

A  member  of  the  | 


Seton 


group 


Distributors  of  Seton  Specialised  Surgical  Dressings 
and  Appliances. 


000 


and  here's  lO  more! 


2ip  off  Nu-Soft  Puffs  and  Nu-Cot  Pleats; 
lp  off  Sunpure  orange  and  lemon  during 
the  buying  period  from  May  22  to  June 
30  inclusive  (NPU  Marketing  Ltd,  Mallin- 
son  House,  321  Chase  Road,  Southgate 
London  N14  6JN). 

Yardley  May  Queen 

This  month  Yardley  are  running  a  display 
competition  for  sales  assistants  in  phar- 
macies and  department  stores  (to  be  judged 
separately).  The  winner  will  be  termed  the 
May  Queen  for  mounting  the  most  effec- 
tive display  on  the  theme  'May  is  Yardley 
Mini  Spray  Month"  either  in  the  window 
or  in-store. 

Prizes  of  over  £1,400  will  be  awarded 
in  three  regions,  south,  midlands  and  north 
and  these  will  comprise  six  firsts  and  over 
100  runners  up  and  merit  awards.  A  photo- 
graph of  the  display  and  the  entrant's 
name  and  address  on  the  back  should  be 
sent  before  June  15  to:  May  Is  Yardley 
Mini  Spray  Month,  Yardley  of  London 
Ltd,  33  Old  Bond  Street,  London  Wl. 

In  addition  Yardley  are  currently  spend- 
ing £100,000  on  television  advertising.  The 
company  are  advising  retailers  to  display 
the  units  holding  27  mini  sprays 
on  the  counters  because  "research  shows 
that  the  normal  counter  sales  level  can 
be  more  than  trebled  if  the  display  unit 
is  so  sited  during  a  television  advertising 
campaign". 


Ln  -  London;  M  =  Midland;  Lc  =  Lancashire. 

=  Yorkshire;  Sc  =  Scotland;  WW  =  Wales 
and  West;  So  =  South;  NE  =  North-east;  A  = 
Anglia;  U  =  Ulster;  We  =  Westward;  B  = 
Border;  G  =  Grampian;  E  =  Eireann;  CI  = 
Channel  Islands. 

Anadin:  All  except  G,  E 

Anne  French  deep  cleansing  milk:  Ln 

Anne  French  moisture  cream  cleanser:  M 

Astral:  Ln,  M,  Y,  Sc,  WW,  NE,  A,  B,  G 

Close  Up:  All  except  E 

Cutex  colour  schemers:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  Y,  Sc 

Dry  Action  Shield:  Ln,  Lc,  Y,  So,  NE,  A 

Efferdent:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  Y,  Sc,  WW,  So,  NE 

Elnett  Satin:  All  except  E,  CI 

Erasmic:  Ln,  Lc,  Y,  Wo,  NE,  A 

Feel  Free:  All  except  E 

Foot  Guard:  So 

Fresh  &  Dry  Alpine:  Y,  WW 

Fresh   &   Dry  with   Natural   Herbs:  All 

except  E,  CI 

Harmony  hairspray:  All  except  E 

Hedex:  All  except  U,  E 

Immac:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  Sc,  So,  NE,  We,  CI 

Magic  Moments:  WW 

Mum:  All  except  E,  CI 

Polaroid  sunglasses:  All  areas 

Polaroid   super   swinger   cameras:  All 

areas 

Q  tips  cotton  swabs:  Y 

Reban:  All  except  E 

Right  Guard:  All  except  E 

SR:  All  except  E 

Sunsilk  hairspray:  All  except  E 

Sure:  All  except  E 

Techmatic:  All  except  E 

Vapona:  All  except  Sc,  G,  E 

Wilkinson  Sword  blades:  All  except  E 

Wisdom:  All  except  E 

Yardley  mini  sprays:  All  except  E 


B 
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Bag  pack  for  New  Sylvia 

The  initial  launch  of  New  Sylvia  Dis- 
posable Tab-End  towels  was  so  successful 
according  to  the  manufacturers,  Cuxson, 
Gerrard  &  Co  Ltd,  Fountain  Lane,  Old- 
bury.  Warley,  Worcs.  that  an  improved 
pack  has  been  introduced.  This  is  a 
plastic  bag  with  drawstring,  printed  in 
three  colours  and  containing  10  towels 
(£010),  instead  of  the  previous  12. 

The  company's  research  is  said  to  have 
shown  that  83  per  cent  of  users  were 
proposing  to  change  to  the  tab-end  towel, 
against  13  per  cent  who  preferred  the 
loop  version. 

A  short-term  flashed,  half-price  offer 
is  being  made  to  the  consumer,  along 
with  trade  terms,  which  comprise  offer  1  : 
24  "half  price"  packets  at  half  price;  offer 
2:24  "half  price"  at  half  price  and  24  at 
full  price,  less  £012;  offer  3:  normal 
stock  13  invoiced  as  12  with  either  order 
1  or  2. 

Farley's  savoury  cereal 

Since  the  introduction  of  Farley's  Twin 
Pack  Rice  there  has  been  growing  demand 
for  a  savoury  cereal.  To  meet  this  demand 
Farley's  Baby  Rice  with  egg  is  now  avail- 
able in  a  pack  of  its  own  as  well  as  in 
the  twin  pack.  In  rice  with  egg,  Farley's 
have  developed  a  special  savoury  flavour 
that  blends  naturally  with  gravy,  broth  or 
milk  for  use  as  baby's  main  course. 

The  introduction  of  this  new  pack  has 
completed  the  carton  re-design  pro- 
gramme initiated  by  Farley's  Infant  Food 
Ltd,  Torr  Lane,  Plymouth,  PL3  5UA. 

Morgan's  changes 

Morgan's  Pomade  Co  Ltd,  Colewood  Road 
Industrial  Estate,  Swalecliffe,  Whitstable, 
Kent,  have  redesigned  the  packaging  of 
their  hair  products  to  incorporate  a  dis- 
tinctive "M"  motif.  A  new  display  card 
available  with  four  cartons  makes  up  a 
shelf  display. 

The  company  have  also  reformulated 
their  hair  colour  restorer  which  is  packed 
in  a  new  bottle  and  is  offered  for  a  limited 
period  to  the  consumer  with  a  free  anti- 
dandruff  shampoo  sample. 

Advertisements  for  the  products  are 
appearing  in  Radio  Times,  TV  Times, 
News  of  the  World,  Daily  Express,  Sun- 
day Telegraph  and  the  Observer. 

Redesigned  Radio! 

Radiol  Chemicals  Ltd,  Stepfield,  Witham, 
Essex,  have  redesigned  most  of  their 
veterinary  range  and  have  produced  a 
new  counter  display  unit  and  string  of 
six  showcards.  As  additional  incentives, 
a  spring  bonus  of  an  extra  10  peT  cent 
on  orders  of  £8  and  above  is  available  to 
the  trade   and   an   advertising  campaign 


is  beginning  in  the  weekly  and  monthly 
equine  journals,  show  schedules,  cata- 
logues and  programmes. 

Searle  in  US  tie-up 

Allergan  and  Co  Ltd,  a  new  company 
formed  by  Allergan  Incorporated  of  Cali- 
fornia, USA,  and  G.  D.  Searle  &  Co  Ltd, 
High  Wycombe,  Bucks,  will  market  the 
Allergan  range  of  ophthalmological  speci- 
alities and  contact  lens  care  products  in 
the  UK. 

The  contact  lens  products  are  being 
introduced  this  month  and  the  ophthalmo- 
logical specialities  in  July.  Distribution  will 
be  carried  out  by  Searle  at  their  Morpeth 
premises  and  manufacture  in  the  UK  by 
Searle  is  scheduled  for  July. 

Packaging  for  Dentyrbleach 

As  an  integral  part  of  their  forthcoming 
national  sales  campaign,  Oakes  &  Co  Ltd, 
Bishop's  Hill,  Hutton,  Essex,  are  introduc- 
ing a  re-designed  packaging  for  Dentyr- 
bleach, denture  cleanser.  With  the  intro- 
duction of  the  new  packaging,  the  com- 
pany are  also  taking  the  opportunity  of 
incorporating  a  new  formula. 

Co-incidental  with  the  improved  product 
and  packaging  comes  the  news  that  the 
managing  director  of  the  company,  Mr  E. 
D.  Parsons,  will  be  celebrating  his  80th 
birthday  by  launching  the  campaign,  which 
will  feature  mainly  in  the  national  Sunday, 
local  and  technical  Press,  with  back-up 
point-of-sale  material  and  direct  mail 
"exercises"  to  chemists,  dentists,  and 
wholesalers  to  follow. 

Distribution  through  wholesalers 

United  Chemists  (Ucal)  Ltd,  Ucal  Works, 
Cheltenham,  Glos,  GL52  6HD  announce 
that  Ucal  Specialities  can  be  obtained  by 
wholesalers  throughout  the  country  for 
local  distribution. 

Shaver  price 

The  price  of  the  XTR7  foil  head  shaver, 
made  by  Philips  Electrical  Ltd,  Century 
House,  Shaftesbury  Avenue,  London, 
WC2H  8AS,  published  in  our  May  6  issue 
(p  637)  should  read  £13-25. 

Faberge  new  sizes 

Faberge  Inc,  Ridgeway,  Iver,  Bucks,  have 
introduced  new  sizes  of  Brut  stick  deo- 
dorant (£0-80),  which  now  has  a  "push-up" 
action,  and  Xanadu  antiperspirant  spray 
in  a  2oz  pack  (£0-60).  The  Brut  product 


is  supplied  in  a  merchandiser  in  leather- 
finished  ochre  and  black  board  and  the 
Xanadu  in  a  silver  and  amethyst  unit. 

Milk  food  prices  corrected 

Some  Cow  &  Gate  and  Trufood  baby 
milk  trade  prices  supplied  to  us  last  week 
were  incorrect.  The  correct  prices  are  as 
shown  in  this  week's  Price  Service 
Supplement. 

Spring  holidays 

Robinsons  of  Chesterfield  (Dressings 
division)  will  be  closing  their  works  and 
offices  for  the  Spring  bank  holiday  from 
4.30pm  on  Friday,  May  26  to  June  2 
inclusive.  A  few  members  of  the  staff  will 
be  available  to  handle  urgent  matters. 
The  offices  of  Eli  Lilly  will  be  closed  from 
4.45pm  May  26  until  8.30am  on  Wednes- 
day, May  3 1 .  To  meet  urgent  requirements, 
telephoned  orders  will  be  accepted  and 
despatched  between  the  above  hours  on 
Tuesday,  May  30. 

The  sales  offices  of  May  &  Baker  Ltd  will 
be  closed  from  5.30pm  on  Friday,  May 
26  until  9am  on  Tuesday,  May  30. 
The  order  department  of  Pharmaceutical 
Specialities  (May  &  Baker)  Ltd  will  be 
closed  from  5.30pm  on  Friday,  May  26 
until  9am  on  Tuesday,  May  30.  The 
Scottish  distribution  depot  of  Pharmaceu- 
tical Specialities  at  Cumbernald  will  also 
be  closed  at  the  same  time.  Urgent  sup- 
plies required  during  this  period  can  be 
obtained  from  John  Bell  &  Croyden,  50 
Wigmore  Street,  London,  Wl  (01-935 
5555). 

The  offices  of  Beecham  Ethical  Distribu- 
tors, Great  West  Road,  Brentford,  Middx, 
will  be  closed  from  5.15pm  on  Friday, 
May  26  until  9am  on  Tuesday,  May  30. 
Urgent  supplies  may  be  obtained  from 
John  Bell  and  Croyden,  50  Wigmore 
Street,  London,  Wl. 

Christmas  showrooms 

H.  Bronnley  &  Co  Ltd  at  10  Conduit 
Street,  Wl,  from  May  1  (by  appointment 
01-629  8711);  Skyways  Hotel,  Southamp- 
ton, from  June  12-15;  St  Enoch's  Hotel, 
Glasgow,  from  June  19-23;  Griffin  Hotel, 
Leeds,  from  June  26-30;  Royal  Turks  Head 
Hotel,  Newcastle  Upon  Tyne,  from  July  3- 
7;  Castle  Hotel,  Norwich,  from  July  3-6; 
Metropole  Hotel,  Brighton,  from  July  10- 
13;  Midland  Hotel,  Birmingham,  from  July 
10-13;  Piccadilly  Hotel,  Manchester,  from 
July  17-21;  and  Hendon  Hall  Hotel, 
Hendon,  from  July  31-August  3. 
Richards  &  Appleby  Ltd  at  St  Enoch's 
Hotel,  Glasgow,  from  June  19-23;  Metro- 
pole  Hotel,  Leeds,  from  June  26-30; 
Station  Hotel,  Newcastle,  from  July  3-7; 
and  Metropole  Hotel,  Brighton,  from  July 
10-14. 

Roger  &  Gallet  Ltd  at  Griffin  Hotel, 
Leeds,  from  June  25-29;  Grand  Hotel, 
Brighton,  from  July  9-13;  and  St  Enoch's 
Hotel,  Glasgow,  from  June  19-22. 


Minnesota  3M  Laboratories  Ltd,  Morley 
Street,  Loughborough,  Leicestershire, 
LE11  1EP.  Fresh-sox  sizes  7,  8,  9,  10. 
12  invoiced  as  11  (until  June  30). 
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COMMENT 


'Party  to  the  crime' 

There  must  be  few  professions  that  do  not  admit  to  having 
a  percentage  of  "rogue"  members,  but  it  is  a  larger  group, 
comprising  the  careless  and  thoughtless,  that  are  more 
worrying  to  the  leaders  of  a  profession. 

It  was  possibly  with  that  in  the  back  of  his  mind,  or 
because  of  the  weight  of  other  pressures  involved,  that 
Sir  Ronald  Tunbridge,  chairman  of  the  BMA's  board 
of  science,  said  last  week  (p  696),  when  referring  to  bar- 
biturate and  similar  sedative/hypnotic  drugs:  "I  am  not 
going  to  claim  that  there  are  not  members  of  the  profession 
who  over-prescribe." 

But  is  the  pharmacist  as  a  "party  to  the  crime"  to 
stand  by  and  say  nothing? 

Sir  Ronald  suggests  that  because  of  the  number  of 
products  involved,  the  inclusion  of  those  drugs  in  the 
Misuse  of  Drugs  Act  could  cause  administrative  difficulties. 
Does  that  imply  that  all  doctors  are  not  aware  of  which 
products  contain  barbiturates? 

The  British  Medical  Association  states  that  there  is  a 
dearth  of  information  about  the  size  of  the  problem.  Surely 
at  the  point  where  it  matters,  in  the  doctor's  surgery,  there 
is  knowledge  of  the  quantities  being  prescribed? 

In  assessing  the  situation  the  BMA  has  certainly  pointed 
in  a  direction,  by  for  instance  asking  the  Government  to 
set  up  an  inquiry,  but  it  was  the  Government  inquiring  of 
the  BMA  that  prompted  the  current  "initiative".  Sir 
George  Godber,  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Department 
of  Health,  wrote  to  the  Association  last  August  asking  for 
its  views  "on  ways  in  which  the  misuse  of  barbiturates  and 
other  sedative  drugs  might  most  effectively  be  controlled 
in  present  circumstances".  Also  consulted  was  the  Royal 
College  of  General  Practitioners  and  it  is  rumoured  that 
the  College  has  more  positive  views  about  the  problem. 

Barbiturates  are  on  occasion  associated  with  profound 
misery  and  even  deaths.  If  the  BMA's  main  contribution 
is  delay  then  it  must  give  way  to  those  who  are  prepared 
to  be  more  decisive. 

Sir  Ronald  Tunbridge  indicated  that  he  would  not  like 
to  see  undue  strain  put  on  the  new  Act  at  present — they 
did  not  wish  to  ruin  a  good  piece  of  legislation. 

The  barbiturate  problem  is  sufficiently  serious  to  warrant 
some  positive  action,  not  prevarication.  Surely  some 
controls  must  be  exerted  when  the  prescriber  puts  pen  to 
prescription. 

Tomorrow's  hair  care 

Hairsprays  that  hold  the  style  without  revealing  that  a 
spray  has  been  used,  sprays  that  hold  "soft"  hair  con- 
figurations, and  anti-static  conditioners  to  prevent  "fly- 
away"— these  were  some  of  the  hair  care  developments 
promised  last  week  by  Mr  Ted  Koehler  of  National  Starch 
and  Chemical  Corporation,  USA. 

All  these  developments  will  be  achieved  by  the  use  of 
recently  synthesised  polymers,  Mr  Koehler  told  a  London 
seminar.  The  aim  of  the  polymer  producers  has  been 
to  find  a  way  of  thinly  coating  each  hair  with  a  layer 


of  polymer  having  excellent  "memory"  characteristics,  to 
return  the  hair  to  its  prestressed  position  after  combing. 

One  compound  at  present  undergoing  its  final  health 
safety  tests  is  a  synthetic  polyelectrolyte  which,  when 
incorporated  into  a  shampoo  system,  exhausts  onto  the 
hair — that  is  to  say,  it  is  substantive  to  hair.  This  deposi- 
tion gives  good  wet  combing  characteristics  to  the  hair, 
and  after  drying  there  is  a  slight  "crispness"  as  might  be 
expected  from  the  use  of  a  waveset.  Dry  combing  easily 
separates  the  hairs,  and  static — found  particularly  on  dry 
days — is  reduced. 

Another  polymer  expected  to  be  made  available  com- 
mercially in  the  near  future  possesses  what  Mr  Koehler 
described  as  "true"  conditioning  characteristics — some- 
thing about  which  the  public  was  confused,  if  not  the 
scientists!  It  has,  he  said,  better  curl  retention  properties 
than  any  other  commercial  resin  under  high  humidity 
conditions,  with  an  extra  soft  hold,  and  the  feel  when 
poured  over  wet  hair  rivals  that  of  the  cream  rinses. 

The  polymer  is  a  modified  polystyrene  made  anionic 
(most  cream  rinses  are  cationic),  with  a  high  refractive 
index — which  imparts  a  high  gloss  to  the  hair.  A  novel 
feature  is  that  the  polymer  is  conductive,  thus  preventing 
static  build  up  on  the  hair. 

Finally,  Mr  Koehler  spoke  of  a  recently-marketed 
polymer,  Amphomer,  which  has  anionic  and  cationic 
groups  on  the  same  "backbone".  Its  aim  is  to  make  the 
look  and  feel  of  hair  as  natural  as  possible  when  a  spray  is 
applied,  while  still  holding  the  style  in  place.  A  new 
market  that  this  property  could  tap  is  the  young  girl  with 
long  hair  who  has  rejected  existing  hairspray  formulations. 
But  to  get  her  interested,  Mr  Koehler  suggested  a  term 
such  as  "spray  conditioner"  should  be  applied. 

If  Britain  follows  the  United  States  lead  in  hair  care, 
what  are  the  next-generation  products  likely  to  be? 

Mr  Koehler  gave  some  examples  to  the  seminar,  begin- 
ning with  a  rapid  expansion  of  the  US  men's  hairspray 
market,  in  which  there  are  now  some  30  products.  This 
came  about  with  the  lengthening  of  men's  hair  and  a 
wish  to  avoid  greasiness.  Latest  moves  are  the  addition 
of  protein  to  the  sprays,  and  the  introduction  of  an 
"extra  hold"  version  of  one  brand. 

Some  time  ago  a  spray  for  oily  hair  was  introduced, 
containing  both  resin  and  starch — the  latter  ingredient 
necessitated  shaking  the  can,  and  was  intended  to  absorb 
the  sebum.  This  has  been  taken  one  stage  further  by 
Toni  whose  Hold  &  Clean  is  a  cross  between  a  hairspray 
and  a  dry  shampoo.  There  are  also  starch-based  dry 
"instant"  shampoos,  said  to  be  doing  moderately  well. 
These  can  be  sprayed  on  at  night  and  brushed  out  in  the 
morning. 

A  salon  development  that  has  now  reached  the  con- 
sumer market  is  a  spray  with  4  per  cent  solids  intended 
for  "topping  out"  after  the  normal  hairspray,  really  fixing 
the  style  in  place.  In  the  market  place  it  gets — and 
presumably  deserves — the  designation  "extra  super  hold". 

These  are  but  shadows  on  the  hair  care  scene  but  they 
may  soon  be  reflected  in  increased  chemists'  turnover  if 
the  polymer  manufacturers  have  their  way. 
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foam  bath 


Inside  every  bottle  of  new 
Adagio  Foam  Batf^  your 
customers  will  find  135cc  of 
fragrant,  deep-cleansing  luxury. 
At  only  80p  a  time. 
To  get  things  moving  off 
your  shelf,  we're  knocking  15p 
off  the  Recommended  Price. 
And  every  order  received 
"  before  June  30th  will  contain 
the  special  offer  packs. 

We're  also  throwing  in  two 
pack  crowners. 

If  you're  an  Adagio  stockist, 
u'll  be  hearing  more  about 
ew  Foam  Bath  soon. 

If  you're  not,  a  quick  letter 
to  Mike  Dixon  our  Marketing 
Manager  could  work  wonders. 

adagio  by  f  iona  sands 

ueens  Way,  Croydon 
9  4DL.  Tel  01-688  7131 


Adagio  are  bubbling  over 
about  their  new  product. 
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BMA  panel  says  unit  packs 
are  the  safest  way  to  get 
drugs  to  the  patient 

The  safest  form  of  packaging  at  present  for  solid  dosage  forms  is  a  unit  pack  in 
tinted  or  opaque  material,  reported  a  panel  on  pharmaceutical  products  set  up  by 
the  British  Medical  Association. 


Findings  of  the  panel,  which  included 
several  prominent  pharmacists,  were 
announced  last  week.  The  BMA  Council 
has  approved  the  report  and  it  is  being 
forwarded  to  the  Association's  branches 
for  discussion. 

Mindful  of  the  number  of  accidents 
involving  drugs  left  around  the  home  and 
cases  of  self  poisoning  the  panel  con- 
sidered the  use  of  "safety"  containers. 

If  "child-resistant"  containers  were  to 
be  marketed  it  would  be  important  that 
there  should  be  a  Standard  for  effective- 
ness, states  the  report,  but  the  panel  was 
not  convinced  that  it  would  be  wise  to 
rely  on  safety  containers.  That  type  of 
packaging  could  cause  particular  difficulty 
for  the  elderly  and  disabled.  A  false 
sense  of  security  might  be  engendered  in 
some  patients  so  that  less  care  was  taken 
in  storing  drugs  so  packed. 

The  report  suggested  that  unit  packaging 
would  present  fewer  problems  for  the 
elderly  or  disabled  than  other  similar 
types  of  packaging.  However  that  was  a 
field  which  warranted  further  research. 

In  the  panel's  estimation  the  increased 
cost  of  this  form  of  packaging  would  be 
small  and  would  be  acceptable  bearing 
in  mind  the  greater  protection  against 
contamination  and  misuse  afforded  by  it. 

The  colour  problem 

At  first  sight,  packaging  of  tablets, 
capsules,  etc,  in  unit  packs,  whether  in 
strip  or  bubble  packs,  might  appear  to 
raise  problems  of  storage.  In  the  panel's 
opinion,  the  present  method  of  storing 
pharmaceutical  products  in  bottles  and 
jars  was  wasteful  of  space.  Stacking  of 
preparations  made  better  use  of  cubic 
capacity  and  thus  of  available  storage 
space;  unit  packs  would  allow  such  a 
method  of  stacking. 

The  panel  considered  the  arguments  in 
favour  and  against  colouring  tablets  and 
capsules  and  was  of  the  opinion  that  it 
would  not  be  in  the  best  interests  of 
patients  to  change  the  present  arrange- 
ments. Colour  was  an  aid  to  identification 
and  whilst  the  need  to  discourage  ex- 
perimentation by  young  children  was 
appreciated,  the  requirements  of  the  rest 
of  the  community  must  not  be  over- 
looked; confusion  would  be  likely  to 
result,  particularly  among  the  elderly,  if 
all  tablets  and  capsules  were  white.  It 
would  be  preferable  to  continue  the 
manufacture  of  coloured  tablets  but  to 
pack  them  in  tinted  or  opaque  unit  packs 
and  to  repeat  advice  to  parents  to  keep 
drugs  out  of  the  reach  of  children. 

As  the  trend  towards  the  use  of  plas- 
tics containers  for  medicines  continued 
attention  should  be  drawn  to  their  limita- 
tions. One  review  had  shown  that  a 
major  problem  was  presented  by  light- 


sensitivity.  There  was  an  obligation  on 
manufacturers  of  pharmaceutical  special- 
ties to  inform  pharmacists  that  a  parti- 
cular product  is  light-sensitive  and  a 
pharmacist  is  likewise  obliged  to  pack  the 
product  appropriately,  stated  the  report. 

Furthermore,  the  panel  drew  attention 
to  the  fact  that  plastics  containers  were 
not  only  unsuitable  for  some  ointments 
but  also  for  some  tablets  and  capsules. 

The  pharmaceutical  industry  and  pro- 
duct registration  authorities  were  placing 
increasing  emphasis  on  the  sterility  of 
certain  products  such  as  topical  steroid 
creams  and  ophthalmic  preparations.  This 
development  was  now  extending  to  other 
products,  particularly  where  there  might 
be  a  danger  that  an  ingredient  could  be 
subject  to  contamination,  for  example, 
talc,  kaolin,  and  natural  products  from 
animal  sources.  Those  developments  were 
strong  reasons  for  supplying  pharmaceu- 
tical products  in  manufacturers'  containers, 
rather  than  re-packaging  at  the  time  of 
dispensing. 

With  liquid  medicines  for  oral  use  some- 
times heavy  bacterial  contamination  could 
be  due  to  the  use  of  poor  quality  water 
for  the  preparation  of  medicines,  and  the 
washing  of  equipment  and  containers. 
Improved  quality  of  water  and  the  drying 
of  containers  in  a  hot  air  oven  after 
washing  could  overcome  much  of  the 
problem.  The  use  of  stock  containers  for 
liquid  medicines  likely  to  be  subject  to 
contamination  should  be  discontinued. 

The  panel  considered  that  the  use  of 
single  unit  packages  of  liquid  medicines 
would  be  an  advantage  as  they  would 
ensure  control  of  packaging,  proper 
labelling  and  the  use  of  disposable  con- 
tainers which  would  remove  this  risk  of 
drug-borne  infection. 

The  report  also  covers  the  use  sometimes 
made  of  multiple  dose  containers  for  in- 
jectible  products,  eg,  for  vaccines  and 
local  anaesthetics.  Such  containers  were, 
in  the  panel's  view,  dangerous  as  the  con- 
tents were  susceptible  to  contamination. 
It  recommended  that  the  use  of  those 
containers  should  be  discontinued  except 
for  vials  of  insulin  intended  for  self- 
administration  and  for  courses  of  desensi- 
tising vaccine  designed  specifically  for 
individual  patients. 

The  theft  of  drugs  and  prescriptions 
from  doctors'  dispensaries  or  surgeries 
and  drugs  from  warehouses  and  pharma- 
cies had  been  represented  as  a  major 
problem,  but  present  evidence  did  not 
substantiate  that  claim. 

The  Chemists'  Mutual  Insurance  Co 
Ltd  informed  the  BMA  that  in  approxi- 
mately 5,200  private  pharmacies  in  the 
United  Kingdom  insured  with  the  com- 
pany, in  1968  there  were  96  burglaries 
involving  a  loss  of  drugs,  in  1969  there 


were  1 20  and  in  1970  153  such  burglaries. 

It  was  the  experience  of  the  Executive 
Councils'  Association  that  the  majority 
of  prescription  forgeries  reported  were 
detected  by  pharmacists  when  the  forms 
were  presented  for  dispensing  and  the 
doctors  concerned  were  asked  to  confirm 
the  actual  quantity  or  medicament  which 
they  had  prescribed. 

In  urging  vigilance  when  prescribing 
or  dispensing  drugs,  the  report  states 
prescriptions  and  dispensed  preparations 
should  only  be  transmitted  to  patients 
on  a  person-to-person  basis  and  should 
not  be  left  out  for  collection. 

In  connection  with  security,  the  panel 
drew  attention  to  the  danger  from  un- 
solicited samples  of  medicinal  products. 
Having  noted  the  policies  of  the  Associa- 
tion of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Indus- 
try and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  the 
panel  considered  that  samples  of  medicinal 
products  should  not  be  sent  unsolicited  to 
doctors  and  should  not  be  left  at  a 
doctor's  consulting  room  or  residence 
other  than  with  his  explicit  permission. 
Similarly,  in  the  hospital  field,  samples  of 
medicinal  products  should  be  delivered 
only  to  the  hospital  pharmacy  or  to 
the  doctor  concerned  at  his  specific 
request. 

The  panel  emphasised  the  dangers  in- 
herent in  over-prescribing.  Unused  drugs 
remained  in  patients'  homes  and  were 
not  only  liable  to  be  taken  by  children 
but  also  by  adults,  sometimes  with  harm- 
ful effects.  It  was  also  important  that 
prescriptions  for  drugs  liable  to  abuse 
should  be  written  in  such  a  way  as  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  alterations  or 
additions  by  the  patient.  If  quantities 
were  stated  in  figures  and  also  in  words 
then  the  problem  would  be  reduced,  and 
diagonal  lines  drawn  in  any  blank  space 
after  the  prescription  would  reduce  the 
risk  of  extra  items  being  added. 

Presigning  EC  10s 

A  section  of  the  BMA's  annual  report 
states  categorically  that  prescription  forms 
should  never  be  presigned  by  the  doctor. 

The  General  Medical  Services  Com- 
mittee's attention  had  been  drawn  to  ex- 
amples of  prescriptions  on  which  either 
the  wrong  preparation  or  wrong  dose  or 
both  have  appeared. 

Serious  mistakes  of  this  kind  emphasises 
the  report,  could  be  interpreted  as  prima 
facie  evidence  that  the  EC  10  had  in  fact 
been  presigned.  Action  of  this  kind,  if  it 
occurred,  could  never  be  defended — the 
doctor  would  have  no  defence  against  a 
claim  for  damages. 

It  mentions  the  importance  of  safe- 
guarding supplies  of  form  EC  10  and  the 
need  for  the  utmost  care  in  completing 
prescriptions. 

Problems  arose  sometimes  when  prac- 
titioners' receptionists/secretaries  were  in- 
structed to  complete  more  than  name, 
address  and  age  on  EC  10s. 

While  it  may  well  be  within  the  com- 
petence of  such  staff  to  write  out  repeat 
prescriptions  from  the  patient's  records, 
it  is  vital  that  each  prescription  so  com- 
pleted should  be  carefully  checked  before 
signature,  suggests  the  BMA. 
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Contractors'  profit  margin 
under  discussion  with 
Department  of  Health 


Representatives  of  the  Central  NHS 
(Chemist  Contractors)  Committee  have 
met  Department  of  Health  officials  to 
discuss  the  latest  profit  margin  claim — 
but  no  statement  will  be  issued  until  the 
result  has  been  reported  to  the  Commit- 
tee's meeting  next  week. 

When  the  Committee  met  last  month, 
it  was  said  that  the  final  results  of  the 
container  costs  inquiry  were  nearly  ready 
and  the  necessary  adjustments  to  the 
container  allowance  would  be  discussed 
as  soon  as  the  figures  became  available. 

Discussions  with  the  Department  were 
continuing  about  the  need  for  a  separate 
fee  for  each  part  of  a  colostomy /ileos- 
tomy apparatus  ordered  on  Form  EC  10. 

The  Committee  considered  a  complaint 
from  a  Pharmaceutical  Committee  about 
the  Joint  Pricing  Committee's  procedure 
for  issuing  warnings  to  contractors  about 
the  sizes  of  pack  for  which  they  were 
claiming.  The  Central  Committee  decided 
to  press  the  Department  to  alter  the 
procedure  so  that  the  preliminary  JPC 
warning  letters  were  sent  on  three  con- 
secutive months  in  future,  instead  of  the 
two  consecutive  months  as  at  present, 
before  the  JPC  letter  disallowing  the 
claims  was  issued. 

The  reply  from  the  General  Medical 
Council  about  the  Committee's  complaint 
regarding  the  conduct  of  a  general  practi- 
tioner in  a  rural  area  was  considered 
unsatisfactory  and  it  was  decided  to  con- 
sult with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
Council  over  what  further  action  should 
be  taken. 

It  was  noted  that  a  claim  in  respect  of 
oxygen  services,  based  on  the  Committee's 
recommendations,  had  been  submitted  to 
the  Department.  The  Committee  had  been 
concerned  at  its  previous  meeting  about 
the  dwindling  number  of  contractors  will- 
ing to  make  the  financial  sacrifice  the 
operation  of  the  oxygen  service  entailed 
under  the  existing  terms  of  payment. 

After  considering  letters  from  the 
Department  and  a  statement  issued  by 
the  British  Standards  Institution  it  was 
decided  to  appoint  representatives  to 
attend  a  meeting  with  other  interested 
parties  to  consider  future  policy  about 
the  possible  introduction  of  child-resistant 
containers  for  medicines. 

The  programme  for  the  forthcoming 
one-day  seminar  for  pharmaceutical 
committee  representatives  was  considered, 
and  a  discussion  developed  about  the 
best  day  of  the  week  to  ensure  a  good 
attendance.  The  Committee  was  reminded 
that  a  conference  of  representatives  of 
Local  Pharmaceutical  Committees  would 
be  necessary  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Linstead  Working  Party  when  it 
became  available,  and  it  was  decided  to 
seek  the  views  of  that  conference  on 
whether  the  seminar  should  be  held  on 
a  Sunday  or  weekday. 

The  Committee  considered  a  complaint 


from  a  Pharmaceutical  Committee  about 
the  increasing  tendency  for  patients  to 
ask  for  low-cost  items  prescribed  on 
Form  EC  10  to  be  supplied  as  retail  pur- 
chases. This  was  arising  because  patients 
were  being  made  aware  of  the  identity 
of  their  medicaments  by  the  nomen  pro- 
prium  procedure. 

After  lengthy  discussion  it  was  decided 
to  take  no  action  on  the  local  committee's 
request  that  the  Government  should  be 
asked  to  give  more  publicity  to  the  fact 
that  the  prescription  charge  was  a  charge 
levied  on  the  use  of  the  Health  Service 
and  that  notices  to  this  effect  should  be 
provided  for  display  in  surgeries  and 
pharmacies.  It  was  pointed  out  that  the 
Central  Committee's  standing  recommen- 
dation as  to  the  procedure  to  be  adopted 
in  such  instances  had  been  published  in 
the  NPU  Guide  as  recently  as  April  1971. 
It  read : 

"In  no  circumstances  should  the  price 
(and  therefore  by  implication,  the  nature) 
of  a  drug  or  medicine  ordered  on  a 
NHS  prescription  be  discussed  with  the 
patient  or  messenger.  Where  the  patient 
or  messenger  asks  about  the  cost  of  a 
drug  or  medicine  in  relation  to  the 
prescription  charge  he  or  she  should  be 
told  that  the  20p  charge  is  a  payment 
towards  the  cost  of  the  National  Health 
Service  which  has  no  relation  to  the 
value  of  any  drug  or  medicine  ordered  on 
a  prescription." 

A  discussion  took  place  on  the  joint 
approach  being  made  by  the  Committee 
and  the  Society's  Council  to  the  British 
Medical  Association  on  the  question  of 
the  quantities  currently  being  prescribed 
on  Form  EC10. 

Dangers  of 

running  a 

c  mixed '  outlet 

A  pharmacist  who  runs  a  number  of 
retail  outlets  has  been  warned  by  Sir 
Gordon  Willmer,  chairman  of  the  Statu- 
tory Committee  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  of  the  risk  he  took  by  permitting 
one  of  his  pharmacies  to  be  accessible  to 
staff  employed  in  his  non-pharmacy 
business  which  occupied  part  of  the  same 
premises. 

The  pharmacist  had  been  convicted  of 
seven  offences  involving  the  unlawful  sale 
of  drugs.  The  committee  decided  to  ad- 
journ the  case  for  twelve  months. 

Mr  P.  St  John  Howe,  for  the  Com- 
mittee, said  three  of  the  summonses  in- 
volved the  unlawful  sale  of  a  drug  at 
premises  shared  by  a  pharmacy  and  a 
tobacco  and  sweets  shop,  which  had  a 
common  entrance  from  the  street.  The 


pharmacy  was  divided  by  a  partition  with: 
a  gap  at  each  end,  and  was  accessible 
from  the  confectionery  shop. 

When  the  pharmacist  went  home  at 
7pm  each  day,  the  pharmacy  was  closed, 
but  the  confectionery  shop  remained  open 
for  a  further  hour. 

"Apart  from  the  question  of  security," 
said  Mr  Howe,  "there  is  the  additional 
problem  in  circumstances  like  this  that 
someone  would  'pop  into'  the  pharmacy 
section  and  take  something  which  they 
should  not  sell,  and  this  is  precisely  what: 
happened  in  this  case." 

The  remaining  offences  involved  the 
sale  of  a  Part  3  poison  at  a  discount 
store  owned  by  the  pharmacist.  The 
premises  were  not  registered  as  a  phar- 
macy, but  an  inspector  of  the  Society 
was  able  to  select  a  tube  of  the  poison 
which  was  on  display. 

The  owner's  wife,  herself  a  pharmacist, 
told  the  inspector  on  the  telephone,  that 
the  item  had  been  taken  by  mistake  from 
the  pharmacy  premises. 

Completely  isolated 

On  behalf  of  the  pharmacist,  it  was 
said  that  the  pharmacy  department  at  the 
combined  premises  was  being  completely 
isolated  from  the  confectionery  shop  by 
installing  locked  doors  at  each  end  of 
the  partition.  Steps  had  also  been  taken 
to  avoid  mistakes  over  the  transfer  of 
goods  from  the  pharmacy  to  the  discount 
store  by  arranging  for  each  business  to 
receive  its  supplies  from  different  whole- 
salers. 

Sir  Gordon  said:  "I  think  the  matter  is 
very  simple  in  this  sense  that  if  a  pharma- 
cist chooses  to  run  a  number  of  pharma- 
cies and  also  a  number  of  non-pharmacy 
shops,  unless  he  does  take  the  utmost  care- 
to  keep  the  two  parts  of  these  businesses; 
separate,  mistakes  are  likely  to  occur. 

"I  am  not  saying  he  is  not  entitled  to< 
run  these  businesses,  but  he  must  realise 
that  if  he  chooses  to  do  so  he  is  placing 
himself  at  the  risk  of  the  situation  which 
arose  in  these  two  premises." 

The  Committee  referred  for  12  months 
its  decision  on  a  pharmacist  who  had 
been  convicted  by  magistrates  for  two 
offences  involving  the  illegal  sale  of  tablets 
containing  poison  without  a  prescription 
and  one  offence  of  aiding  and  abetting  a 
young  addict  to  have  in  his  possession  a 
preparation  containing  a  substance  con- 
trary to  the  Drugs  (Prevention  of  Misuse) 
Act,  1964.  The  magistrates  had  fined  him 
a  total  of  £200. 

The  Committee  decided  to  take  no 
further  action  in  two  further  cases,  and 
adjourned  one  other. 


Over  50  players  enjoyed  the  Irish  Chemist 
Golfing  Society's  outing  at  Woodbrook 
recently  for  prizes  by  Squibb  (Ireland) 
Ltd,  when  the  winners  were:  Class  1: 
W.  Butler  (10),  39;  J.  Burns  (13),  38; 
S.  Carroll  (9),  37;  Class  2:  B.  Waters 
(18),  38;  J.  Fehily  (13),  36;  J.  J.  Dawson 
(17),  35;  1st  9:  P.  Kelly;  2nd  9,  R.  Tierney. 


Hospital  Guild  accepts 
new  voting  system 


Dr  W.  R.  L.  Brown,  chief  pharmacist 
St  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  was  unani- 
mously elected  president  of  the  Guild  of 
Hospital  Pharmacists  at  the  Guild's  annual 
meeting  on  May  13. 

The  successful  candidates  and  the  votes 
polled  in  the  council  elections  were: 
Brown,   W.   R.   L.,    343  votes. 
Calder,  G.,  337  votes. 
Raine,  G.,  282  votes. 
Roberts,  J.  G.,  276  votes. 
Mott,  W.,  274  votes. 

The  members  of  Council  for  the  en- 
suing year  were  announced  as  follows: 
W.  T.  Brookes,  Dr  W.  R.  L.  Brown, 
G.  Calder,  C.  Dimond,  J.  W.  B.  Fish, 
W.  A.  Gould,  Miss  J.  C.  Greenleaf,  J.  W. 
Hadgraft,  C.  Hetherington,  W.  Mott,  J.  R. 
Peattie,  C.  H.  Preston  Robinson,  G. 
Raine,  J.  G.  Roberts,  R.  Ross,  B.  H. 
Smith,  S.  Wozniak.  Mr  T.  D.  Clarke,  who 
became  president  when  Mr  B.  H.  Smith 
resigned,  did  not  seek  re-election. 

A  motion  requesting  that  future  Coun- 
cil elections  should  be  conducted  by  pre- 
ferential voting  using  the  single  transfer- 
able vote  system  was  proposed  at  the 
meeting  by  Mr  R.  G.  Medlow. 

In  this  method  electors  vote  by  indicat- 
ing their  choice  of  the  candidates  in  order 
of  preference.  Mr  Medlow  argued  that 
the  system  was  simple  to  operate  and 
was  likely  to  elect  a  Council  which  would 
be  more  representative  of  the  views  of 
the  membership. 

The  vote  in  favour  of  the  motion  was 
almost  unanimous. 

The  retiring  president,  Mr  T.  D.  Clarke, 
j  said  that  consideration  was  being  given 
to  the  question  of  reforming  the  conduct 
of   salary    negotiations    in    the  General 
I  Whitley  Council. 

The  request  for  consideration  of  the 
formation  of  a  College  of  Hospital  Phar- 
maceutical Practice  had  been  remitted  to 
the  Education  and  Science  Committee  and 
was  also  being  discussed  in  the  Hospital 
Practice  sub-committee  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society. 

Arising   out  of  a   motion   asking  for 


Dr  W.  R.  L.  Brown 


discussions  with  a  view  to  affiliating  the 
Guild  to  the  Association  of  Scientific, 
Technical  and  Managerial  Staffs  (ASTMS) 
the  general  secretary  said  that  the  Coun- 
cil was  not  yet  in  a  position  to  make  the 
statement  it  had  hoped  to  make.  Dis- 
cussions about  a  possible  closer  association 
with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  were  still 
taking  place.  It  was  hoped  to  inform 
the  membership  about  the  various  possi- 
bilities open  to  the  Guild  and  to  call  a 
general  meeting  to  discuss  the  future  of 
the  Guild  before  the  end  of  1972. 

At  the  Council  meeting  on  May  12 
the  Salaries  Secretary  referring  to  the 
salary  award  recently  negotiated  said  that 
the  8  per  cent  increase  would  apply  to 
part-time  pharmacists  and  locum  pharma- 
cists' salaries.  The  advance  letter  authoris- 
ing payment  of  the  new  salary  scales 
would  be  sent  out  shortly  and  they  would 
date  from  March  1,  1972. 


A  new  company  and  a  new  range  of 
cameras  giving  extra  opportunities  for  re- 
tailers who  wish  to  extend  their  activities 
without  extensive  capital  outlay  is  the 
concept  behind  Braun  Electric  (UK)  Ltd, 
Mill  Mead,  Staines,  Middlesex  TW18 
4UQ,  the  newly-established  British  off-shoot 
of  the  giant  Braun  AG  company.  "It  will 
mean  a  wider  range  of  cameras  and  photo 
equipment  for  retailers  at  no  extra  cost, 
an  even  more  generous  margin,  plus  even 
cheaper  prices  for  the  consumer",  said 
Jack  Jackson,  sales  manager  of  the  new 
company  when  he  unveiled  the  marketing 
plans  on  May  17  at  a  luncheon  in  Lon- 
don to  celebrate  the  birth  of  the  new 
company  incorporated  on  April  24. 

Braun  Electric  would  put  a  far  greater 
range  of  Braun  Nizo  cameras  and  equip- 
ment into  retailers'  shops  for  a  far  smaller 
investment  than  had  ever  been  possible 
before,  said  Mr  Jackson. 

"Our  prices  are  calculated  on  a  unit 
basis,  and  so  cannot  encourage  discount 
houses  and  mail  order  firms  to  cut  prices 
to  an  unprofitable  level." 

He  added:  "There  will  be  no  exclusive 
areas  and  no  'half  Nelson'  offers  whereby 
you  have  to  buy  a  camera  you  don't  really 
want  in  order  to  get  two  cameras  of  the 
type  you  do  want.  This  will  allow  the 
retailer  to  stock  a  wider  range  of  goods 
at  no  extra  cost." 

In  addition,  Braun  Electric  are  launch- 
ing a  new  range  of  instant  load  cameras, 
tripods,  projection  screens  and  other  photo 
equipment  under  its  own  Kronberg  trade- 
mark. 

Braun  Electric  have  slashed  the  prices 
of  the  Braun  Nizo  Super  8  movie  cameras 
price  of  the  S30  movie  camera  has  been 
cut  from  £109  to  £9950,  the  S48  from 
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COMING  EVENTS 


Monday,  May  22 

Romford    Branch,    Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Harold  Wood  Hospital,  at  8pm.  Speaker : 
Mr  W.  M.  Darling,  Society  president. 

Tuesday,  May  23 

Portsmouth  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Medical  Centre,  St  Mary's  Hospital.  Ports- 
mouth, at  7.45pm.  Annual  meeting. 

Wednesday,  May  24 

Pharmaceutical  Society,  School  of  Pharmacy. 
University  of  London,  29  Brunswick  Square, 
London,  WC1  at  7pm.  Hanbury  Memorial 
Lecture :  "The  role  of  the  biochemist  in  the 
development  of  drug  therapy  and  prophylaxis" 
by  Professor  Sir  Ernst  Chain. 

Thursday,  May  25 

National  Pharmaceutical  Union,  School  of 
Pharmacy.  Brunswick  Square,  London,  WC1 
at  7.45pm.  Meeting  to  discuss  the  proposed 
voluntary  trading  organisation. 

Society  of  Cosmetic  Chemists,  Washington 
Hotel,  Curzon  Street,  London,  Wl,  at  7pm. 
Annual  meeting. 


£199  to  £185,  the  S56  from  £333  to  £270. 
by  up  to  £80.  The  recommended  retail 
the  S560  from  £405  to  £320,  and  the  S800 
from  £450  to  £370. 

There  are  three  126  instant  load 
cameras.  The  Kronberg  144-X  takes  X 
type  flash  cubes  has  a  "double  and  missed" 
exposure  prevention  device,  fixed  focus 
lens  from  5ft  to  infinity,  tripod  bush,  wrist 
strap,  an  ever  ready  case  and  retails  at 
£6-99.  The  Kronberg  344-X  has  automatic 
exposure  control  and  again  is  complete 
with  case  at  £14-99. 

The  Kronberg  844-X  electronic  instant 
load  camera  (£27-99)  automatically  pro- 
vides exposures  from  l/3C0th  second  to  18 
seconds,  symbols  in  brightline  viewfinder 
indicate  when  tripod  or  flash  is  necessary, 
it  takes  X  type  flash  cubes,  has  "double 
and  missed"  exposure  prevention,  fixed 
focus  lens  from  5ft  to  infinity,  tripod 
bush,  wrist  strap  and  cable  release  socket. 
The  camera  also  has  special  feature  sliding 
cover  plate  devices  which  blank-off  retract- 
able lens  and  viewfinder  when  the  camera 
is  not  in  use,  they  open  automatically 
when  release  button  is  pressed.  A  zip  case 
is  available  (£1-50). 


German  offshoot  attacks 
British  camera  market 
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out  to  get 
Special  A{^iit#37 


Codename:  SA-37.  A  vitamin,  mineral,  fatty 
and  amino-acid  nutritional  supplement  for  dogs,  cats 
and  other  small  animals. 

A  proven  product  widely  used  for  many  years  by 
the  veterinary  profession.  It  has  what  is  probably  the 
most  comprehensive  formula  of  its  kind  in  the  world. 
So  a  lot  of  people  will  be  after  it  for  their  animals. 

And  we're  backing  it  up  with  advertising  in  Dog 
World,  Dog  News,  Our  Dogs  and  Cats  plus  a  direct 
mail  campaign. 

Make  sure  you  get  the  complete  dossier  on 
SA-37  as  soon  as  possible.  Ring  us  or  post  the  coupon 
today. 


SA-37  tor  clogs 
and  eats 

The  supplement  for 
well-balanced  feeding 


sa-37 


BRISTOL 


To:  Bristol  Veterinary  Products,  1   Cremyll  Road 
Reading,  Berks.  Tel :  Reading  583264 

Please  send  me  the  SA-37  Dossier 


NAME  

ADDRESS 


CAD/5 


Methanol 


Also  to  AR  specification. 


James  Burrough  Limited 

Fine  Alcohols  Division  60  Montford  Place  London  SE11 

Tel:  01-735  8131 


The  only 

BEVELLED  TONGUE  DEPRESSOR 

in  the  world. 

Applicators  also  available 
AYRES  BIOPSY  CERVICAL  SCRAPERS 

This  high  quality  scraper  immediately  available 
in  large  quantities.  Special  prices  for  bulk  orders. 

ASHW00D  TIMBER  &  PLASTICS  LTD., 


Plyfa  House,  Leven  Road,  London  EI4  0LW 


Tel:  0 1 -987  6343/646 1 


ENSURE  THE  SUCCESS  OF  YOUR 

HOME  WINEMAKING  SECTION 

WITH  C.W.E  QUALITY  PRODUCTS.  OUR.  INGREDIENTS 
HAVE  PROVEN  THEIR  SUCCESS  WITH  THE  PUBLIC,  PARTICULARLY  THE  ENTHUSIAST.  THIS  IS  BE- 
CAUSE THE  FINEST  WINE  IS  SIMPLY  MADE  AND  AT  THE  RIGHT  PRICE.  THIS  MARKET  IS  FOR  YOU. 
PLEASE  ENQUIRE  THROUGH  YOUR  USUAL  WHOLESALER  OR  DIRECT  TO: 


CONTINENTAL  WINE  EXPERTS  Ltd 

THE  WINERY 

CAWSTON 

NORFOLK  NOR  75X         TELEPHONE:  CAWSTON  275/6/7 


TELEX:  97204 
A/B  CWE  CAWSTON 
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Industry  pharmacists'  new 

group  demands  equal 

say  on  Council  subcommittee 


By  a  unanimous  decision  pharmacists 
working  in  industry  agreed  at  a  crowded 
meeting  held  at  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  headquarters  in  Bloomsbury 
Square  on  Tuesday  to  form  an  Industrial 
Pharmacists'  Group — a  membership  group 
within  the  meaning  of  Section  XVII  of  the 
Society's  byelaws. 

A  draft  constitution  had  been  circulated 
in  advance  and  this  was  explained  clause 
by  clause  to  the  meeting  by  Mr  A. 
Howells,  a  member  of  Council,  deputising 
as  chairman  for  the  president. 

The  draft  constitution  had  been  based 
on  earlier  constitutions  of  already  estab- 
lished groups  such  as  the  agriculture  and 
veterinary  group. 

With  one  exception  all  the  clauses  were 
approved,  albeit  some  after  considerable 
argument  and  one  after  a  vote  was  taken. 

The  one  exception  was  concerned  with 
the  constitution  of  the  industrial  practice 
subcommittee.  The  draft  said  that  mem- 
bers of  the  group  would  elect  from  their 
number  five  members  .  .  .  the  other 
members  "Not  less  than  five  will  be 
appointed  by  the  Society's  Council". 

It  was  the  words  "not  less  than"  that 
was  objected  to  by  some  who  feared  that 
the  Council  would  overwhelm  the  other 
members.  An  amendment  to  delete  the 
three  words  was  carried  by  103  votes  to 
66. 

Another  amendment  to  the  same  clause, 
which  would  have  the  effect  of  preventing 
council  members  being  on  the  subcom- 
mittee unless  they  were  industrial  phar- 
macists was  rejected. 

Election  of  the  subcommittee  members 
would  take  place  on  lune  1,  1973.  During 
the  intervening  period  pharmacists  could 
meet  and  discuss  problems.  The  result 
would  make  the  voting  more  "meaningful", 
said  the  chairman. 

After  the  formal  proceedings  ended,  Mr 
A.  G.  Fishburn,  principal  inspector,  medi- 
cines division.  Department  of  Health, 
spoke  on  the  theme  "Developments  in 
legislation  and  pharmacists  in  industry". 

He  said  many  of  the  pharmacists  there 
would  have  gained  a  good  deal  of  experi- 
ence in  working  the  "chemistry  and  phar- 
macy" part  of  submission  that  was  often  a 
very  good  indication  of  whether  the 
development  work  had  been  properly 
carried  out  on  the  products,  he  said. 


"Our  experience  to  date  has  shown  that 
the  pharmacist's  training  makes  him  par- 
ticularly suitable  for  carrying  out  what 
we  might  call  critical  editorial  work  on 
scientific  documentation",  said  Mr  Fish- 
burn.  Many  firms,  particularly  those  deal- 
ing in  exports,  recognised  this  as  a  full 
time  job.  Certainly  as  a  full  time  career. 
The  pharmacist  had  responsibility  to  make 
or  develop  products.  Some  one  else 
decided  on  budgets,  and  sales,  some  one 
else  decided  the  equipment,  but  the  phar- 
macist was  responsible  for  the  overall 
job.  "You  are  being  offered  authority  of 
being  masters  in  your  own  house."  he 
declared,  but  "one  of  the  conditions  is 
that  you  undertake  responsibility  of  doing 
a  useful  and  competent  job  as  responsible 
pharmacists.  We  are  standing  at  a  cross- 
road now  and  I  hope  the  path  we  take 
will  lead  to  self  imposed  high  standards 
and  a  consequent  reason  for  professional 
status  which  will  equal  those  of  any  other 
country",  he  concluded. 

NOTES  ON  NEW 
MEDICAMENTS 

Amoxil 

Chemistry:  6-[D(-)-a-amino-p-hydroxy- 
phenylacetamido]  penicillanic  acid  tri- 
hydrate. 

Molecular  manipulation  of  the  6-amino- 
penicillanic  acid  nucleus  is  a  good 
example  of  the  way  in  which  different 
substituent  groups  may  increase,  modify 
or  extend  the  stability,  absorption,  potency 
and  range  of  activity  of  a  parent  drug. 
Thus  the  antibacterial  range  of  Amoxil 
(amoxycillin)  includes  a  broad  spectrum 
of  both  Gram  positive  and  Gram  negative 
organisms,  and  the  therapeutic  value  of 
this  wide  range  is  enhanced  by  the  excep- 
tionally high  absorption  of  the  drug  after 
oral  administration,  which  is  independent 
of  the  presence  of  food  in  the  stomach. 

The  high  serum  levels  of  the  drug 
which  can  be  achieved  bv  standard  doses 
can  be  increased  further  if  required  by 
the  administration  of  probenecid.  Such 
high  levels  are  of  value  in  attacking  foci 
of  infection  in  more  inaccessible  tissues. 


□ 


□ 


Policy  change  in 
care  ? 


foot 


We  think  it  sufficiently  important  to  bring 
to  the  attention  of  our  fellow  pharmacists 
that  a  number  of  proprietor  pharmacists 
in  Hull  are  alarmed  to  discover  that  a 
major  change  in  distribution  policy  of  a 
range  of  products  previously  considered 
predominantly  pharmacy  orientated  are 
now  being  insidiously  distributed  through 
grocery  outlets  in  the  Hull  area. 

We  refer  no  less  than  to  the  range 
of  Scholl  foot  products.  Inquiries  to  the 
company  confirmed  that  this  is  with  their 
full  knowledge  and  willing  consent.  This 
being  the  case,  retail  pharmacists  should 
by  now  be  well  aware  of  the  consequences. 

We  believe  that  Scholl  should  consider 
whether  they  want  comprehensive  perma- 
nent year-round  displays,  attended  by 
trained  staff  with  professional  endorsement 
together  with  willing  co-operation  in  mer- 
chandising and  line  extension  or  do  they 
wish  to  join  the  product  degrading,  cut 
price  "rat  race" — where  only  fast  turnover 
of  proven  lines  are  considered  to  be  the 
criterion  of  display.  This  field  being  al- 
ready dominated  by  their  eager  competi- 
tors only  too  willing  to  buy  that  scarce 
commodity  called  "goodwill". 

To  date  Scholl  have  undoubtedly  en- 
joyed this  wholehearted  goodwill  from 
pharmacists  nationally  even  extending  to 
the  field  of  NHS  hosiery — an  area  in 
which  we  do  exert  influence  over  brands. 

Never  before  have  we  been  nationally 
in  a  position  where  we  can  demonstrate 
our  displeasure  at  this  apparent  change  in 
distribution  policy  and  we  call  upon  our 
colleagues  to  consider  the  above  facts. 

J.  Reid,  S.  Sugarman,  J.  Connor, 
R.  Hall,  J.  Kime,  R.  Styles, 
D.  Newton,  D.  Jones 
Scholl  (UK)  Ltd  have  issued  the  follow- 
ing statement:  We  were  very  concerned 
to  receive  from  Mr  J.  A.  Connor  a  copy 
of  this  letter,  because  we  always  give  our 
wholehearted  support  to  independent 
pharmacy.  The  products  referred  to  repre- 
sent less  than  3  per  cent  of  our  business 
and  are  only  available  through  a  very 
few  chain  stores.  The  distribution  of  Scholl 
sandals,  hosiery  and  95  per  cent  of  our 
foot  aids  remain  unchanged,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  remain  unchanged. 


THE  SLOW 
RELEASE 
PELLETS 
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MOUTH  ULCERS 


The  Most  Effective  Therapy 


FRILLY  NYLON  BABY  PANTS 

Fully  fashioned  plastic  lined. 

Cot  sheets,  plastic  bibs  in  plain  material  or  nursery  prints. 
Samples  and  quotation  from: 

A.  &  H.  HEYMAN  •  HORNDALE  AVENUE 
AYCLIFFE  INDUSTRIAL  ESTATE,  Co.  DURHAM 


Tel: 
Aycliffe 
3307 
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MARKET  NEWS 

Olive  oil  prices 
up  on  short-crop 

London.  May  17:  A  short  crop  of  olive 
oil  in  Spain  has  resulted  in  the  Spanish 
Government  temporarily  halting  exports 
of  the  oil.  Deliveries  at  the  moment  are 
suspended  and  when  they  resume  it  is 
expected  that  trading  will  be  at  a  higher 
price  level  than  previously.  Meanwhile 
offers  are  up  by  £5  to  £15  long  ton 
according  to  quality  and  seller  for  spot. 
Other  origins  are  awaiting  developments 
in  Spain  before  entering  the  market. 

Among  crude  drugs  most  of  the  price 
changes  were  in  a  downwards  direction. 
They  included  Canada  and  Peru  balsams 
gentian,  Curacao  aloes  and  Seychelles 
cinnamon  bark.  Lemon  peel  was  dearer 
by  £10  metric  ton  on  the  spot  while 
turmeric  and  pepper  were  dearer  in  the 
forward  position  in  anticipation,  it  was 
thought,  of  a  shortage  if  the  threatened 
dock  strike  takes  place.  Indian  valerian 
was  lower,  but  Continental  was 
marked  up.  Canadian  honey  was  virtually 
unobtainable  from  origin  where  it  is 
believed  much  of  the  stock  has  been  sold 
to  Japan. 

A  report  from  India  states  that  lack  of 
rain  in  the  growing  areas  has  affected 
supplies  senna.  Stocks  and  quality  arriving 
at  the  godowns  are  lower  than  last  year. 


Another  contributory  factor  is  said  to  be 
the  increasing  demand  for  cotton  so  that 
some  farmers  have  been  cultivating  cotton 
seed  instead  of  senna  particularly  in  the 
Sathur  area.  During  April  shipments  from 
the  port  of  Tuticorin  were : 


Senna 

leaves 
pods 


UK 
tons 


US 
tons 

7 


Europe 
tons 
37 
5 


In  essential  oils  Chinese  peppermint  was 
back  on  offer  on  the  spot  after  a  short 
absence.  Petitgrain  and  lemongrass  were 
dearer  for  shipment  while  citronella  and 
Bourbon  geranium  were  reduced.  All  the 
movements  however  were  marginal. 


Crude  drugs 


Agar:  (lb)  Kobe  No  1  £0-85  cif;  European  £0-73. 
Aloes:  (metric  ton)  Cape  primes  £270  spot;  £215 
cif.  Curacao  £775  spot;  £730,  cif. 
Balsams:  (lb)  Canada:  £1-75  spot;  shipment  £1-70 
cif.  Copaiba:  BPC  £0-50;  Para  £0-40.  Peru:  £107, 
£0-92,    cif.   Tulo:   BP  £0-70. 

Belladonna:  Leaves  £0-15  lb  spot  and  cif.  herb 
£0-11   spot,  and  cif;  root  £0-12  spot;  £0-11,  cif 
£1-15,  £1-10,  cif.  Tolu:  BP  £0-70. 
Benzoin:  BPC,  £2-53  kg,  cif. 
Buchu:  Spot  rounds  £1-40  lb. 
Camphor:  BP  natural  powder  £1  kg  spot;  £0-90. 
cif.  Synthetic  BP  £0-57  kg  in  500-kg  lots. 
Cardamoms:   (Per  lb  cif)   Alleppy  greens  No  1, 
£0-80;  prime  seeds  £0-90. 

Cascara:  Spot  £325  metric  ton;  shipment  £300,  cif. 
Cassia:  Lignea,  whole  nominal. 
Cinnamon:  Seychelles  bark  £285  ton,  cif.  Ceylon 
quills  four  O's  £604-80,  quillings  £313-60. 
Gentian:  Root  £4-10  metric  ton  spot;  £4-00,  cif. 
Gums:  Acacia:  Kordofan  cleaned  sorts  £295  metric 
ton  spot;  £265  cif.  Karaya:  No.  2  faq  £24-50  cwt 
spot.  Tragacanth:  (cwt)  No.  1  spot  £270,  No.  2 
£230. 

Honey:  (ton)  Australian  light  amber  £252;  medium 
£240.  Canadian  not  available.  Mexican  £246. 
Chinese  light  amber  £230. 


Ipecacuanha:  (per  lb)  Matto  Grosso  £2-55  spo 
£2-45,  cif,  Costa  Rican  £2-25  spot;  £2-10  ci 
Lemon  peel:  Spot  £215  metric  ton;  £195,  cif. 
Menthol:  (kg)  Chinese  spot  nominal;  shipmei 
£5-70  cif.  Brazilian  spot  £3-90;  afloat  £3-80,  ci 
June-July  £3-60,  cif. 

Pepper:    (ton)    Sarawak   black   £360   spot;  £331 
cif;   white  £475;   £450,  cif. 
Quillaia:  £400  metric  ton  spot  nominal,  shipmei 
not  offering. 

Seeds:  (ton)  Anise:  China  star  £175,  spo 
shipment  £125,  cif.  Caraway:  Dutch  ex  wha 
£390.  Celery:  Indian  £340;  shipment  £28C 
cif.  Coriander:  Moroccan  £78,  cif.  Cumin:  India 
£300,  cif.  Iranian  £260  cif.  Dill:  Indian,  for  ship 
ment  £23,  cif.  Fennel:  Chinese  £130  (metric  ton] 
cif;  Indian  nominal.  Fenugreek:  Moroccan  fc 
shipment  £66;  cif.  Mustard:  £60-£120. 
Senna:  (lb)  Tinnevelly  No.  3  faq  leaves  £0-06} 
pods,  hand-picked  £0-11;  manufacturing  £0  082 
Alexandria  h/p  £0-52  ex  wharf;  manufacturin 
£0-26  nominal. 

Turmeric:  Madras  finger  £200  ton;  £157-50,  ci 
Valerian:  (metric  ton)  Continental  £285;  £280 
cif;  Indian  £275  spot;  £270,  cif. 
Waxes:  (ton)  Bees'  Dar-es-Salaam,  spot  nominal 
£620,  cif;  Candelila:  £570;  £530,  cif.  Carnauba 
fatty-grey  £375,  £335,  cif  prime  yellow  £725  spot 
£665,  cif. 

Essential  and  expressed  oils 

Bay:  £5-95  spot,  shipment  £6-50,  cif. 
Citronella:  Ceylon  spot  £1-10  kg;  £0-93,  cif1 
Clove:  Madagascar  leaf  £1-16  kg;  £1-10,  cif 
English  distilled  bud  £17-60. 
Coriander:  £8-80  kg  spot. 
Dill:  £5-70  kg  spot. 
Geranium:  (kg)  Bourbon  £16  kg;  Congo  £13-75 
cif. 

Lemongrass:  £2  kg  spot;  May-June  £1-85,  cif. 
Olive:  £344-£347  metric  ton,  fob,  Spain;  spo 
£395-£405  long  ton,  duty  paid  ex  wharf. 
Palmarosa:  £7-50  kg  spot,  £7,  cif. 
Peppermint:  (per  kg)  Arvensis  Chinese.  Spo 
£2-55;  £2-29.  cif.  Brazilian  £1-62  spot;  May-Jun 
£1-50,  cif,  American  Piperata  from  £3-85. 
Petitgrain:  £3-10  spot;  £2-90,  cif. 
Pimento:  Berry  £4-90  kg;  leaf  £4-25. 
Spearmint:  American  from  £4-50  kg,  cif;  Chinese 
spot  £3-60  kg;  shipment  £3-50  cif. 


ine  Chem\ca\s 


The  British  Dyewood  Company  Ltd 

Head  Office.  19  St.  Vincent  Place,  Glasgow  G1  2EA 
Tel:  041-221  4425 

10  Victoria  Street,  Liverpool  L2  6RB 
Tel:  051-236  5272 
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A  familiar  figure  at  Pharmaceutical 
Society  annual  meetings — for  25  conse- 
cutive years — Mr  E.  J.  White,  who  this 
year  "serenaded"  the  president  to  the 
tune  of  "Oh  my  Darling".  Report  of  the 
meeting,  p  736 
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Council  has 
two  new 
members 


Two  newcomers  have  been  elected  to  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society — Mrs  E.  Lucas-Smith  and  Mr  K.  W. 
Youings.  Mr  R.  C.  B.  Jones  has  lost  his  place,  but  topped  the 
list  of  unsuccessful  candidates. 


Voting  figures  were  as  follows: 
ELECTED 

Beckett,  A.  H.  5,791 
Howells,  A.  5,385 
Bloomfield,  J.  C.  5,349 
Aldington,  A.  5,275 
Stevens,  C.  C.  B.  4,759 
Lucas-Smith,  Enid  3.884 
Youings,  K.  W.  3,622 
NOT  ELECTED 
Jones,  R.  C.  B.  3,392 
Maddock,  D.  H.  3,308 
Sharpe,  D.  N.  3,308 
Gordon,  M.  2,962 
Robinson,  C.  H.  P.  2,912 
Worby,  R.  G.  2,891 
Benjamin.  I.  S.  2,233 
Hughes,  R.  A.  1,791 
In  the  election  for  five  audi- 
tors the  voting  was 
ELECTED 

Hanbury,  J.  C.  6,608 
Jephcott,  H.  5,867 
Briggs,  A.  H.  5,656 
Matthews,  L.  G.  5.365 
Shaw,  A.  G.  4,742 
NOT  ELECTED 
Reynolds,  F.  J.  4,512 
In  the  Council  election, 
29,587  voting  papers  were 
issued  and  10.030  returned,  78 
being  disallowed  as  invalid. 
For  the  election  of  auditors, 
7,707  papers  were  returned,  of 
which  42  were  invalid. 

Elastoplast  to 
increase  range 

Within  the  next  few  months 
Elastoplast  are  to  launch  a 
major  new  product  in  the  first 
aid  field.  Although  marketing 
manager  Mr  Alan  Fryer  was 
not  prepared  to  say  the  exact 
type  of  product  he  told  C&D: 
"We  are  not  at  all  complacent 
about  our  increasing  brand 
share  and  are  exploring  every 
avenue  that  we  live  up  to  our 
slogan  of  'first  in  first  aid'." 
It  is  certain  though  that  the 
product  will  be  different  from 
others  in  Elastoplast's  present 
range  of  dressings. 

Latest  figures  (January  and 
February)  from  independent 
sources  show  that  Elastoplast 
brands  now  account  for  66.5 
per  cent  of  all  first  aid  dress- 
ings sold  through  chemists. 

Airstrip  has  a  brand  share 
of  34.5  per  cent  of  chemists' 


sales  while  Elastoplast  fabric 
dressings  account  for  27.5  per 
cent.  Other  brands  by  the 
company  make  up  the  remain- 
ing 4.5  per  cent. 

Elastoplast  sales  increase 
has  been  accompanied  by 
heavy  consumer  expenditure, 
according  to  Alan  Fryer  who 
says :  "We  are  the  only  first 
aid  dressing  manufacturer 
carrying  out  a  national  televi- 
sion advertising  campaign. 
This  will  continue  in  1972  with 
a  total  advertising  budget 
approaching  £200,000. 

"We  also  have  a  number  of 
new  products  on  the  stocks 
which  we  are  confident  will 
help  to  generate  new  business 
for  the  retail  pharmacist." 

Tax  savings  'not 
passed  on' 

Failure  of  manufacturers  in  the 
toiletries  and  cosmetics  fields  to 
pass  purchase  tax  savings  on 
to  the  consumer  were  described 
as  a  "racket"  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  Tuesday. 

Mr  John  Hunt  held  up  a  jar 
of  hair  dressing  which  he  said 
had  cost  39p  before  the  bud- 
get— and  still  cost  the  same 
despite  a  20  per  cent  reduction 
in  the  tax.  "Are  not  the  public 
to  have  some  redress  against 
flagrant  profiteering  of  this 
kind,  which  undermines  and 
sabotages  the  Chancellor's  fight 
against  inflation?"  he  asked. 

The  Minister  of  State  at  the 
Treasury,  Mr  John  Nott,  replied 
that  it  was  disappointing  if 
particular  trades  and  industries 
had  not  passed  on  the  whole 
of  the  reductions — "but  this  is 
a  matter  for  the  commercial 
judgment  of  the  traders  con- 
cerned". 

New  medicines 
exempted 

Under  Purchase  Tax  (No  2) 
Direction  1972  three  additional 
"essential"  drugs  are  added  to 
Head  II  of  the  Schedule  of 
exempted  drugs  and  medicines. 
They  are:  baclofen,  aptocaine 
hydrochloride  and  piritramide. 


More  toiletries  for 
M&S  stores 


Marks  &  Spencer  are  to  make 
further  inroads  into  the 
toiletries  market  with  the  intro- 
duction in  July  of  a  men's 
range,  more  baby  lines  and  a 
selection  of  bath  preparations. 

This  was  reported  in  the 
Guardian  on  Tuesday,  where 
it  was  stated  the  expansion 
would  also  include  skin  care 
products.  These  would,  how- 
ever, be  "fairly  basic"  as  the 
company  does  not  wish  to 
become  "involved  in  the  more 
esoteric  type  of  product  with 
rejuvenating  claims". 

In  addition  it  was  reported 
that  the  St.  Michael  toiletries, 
introduced  last  month,  would 
be  available  in  25  stores  by 
the  end  of  June  and  would  then 
expand  rapidly  throughout  the 
country. 

A  spokesman  for  M&S  con- 
firmed to  C&D  that  distribu- 
tion would  be  widened  and  that 
the  range  would  be  extended 
probably  at  the  end  of  July 
but  he  declined  to  name  the 
product  groups  involved. 

Popular  Irish 
pharmacist  dies 

One  of  Ireland's  best  known 
and  most  popular  pharmacists 
died  on  May  13.  He  was  Mr 
Frank  Loughman  MPSI,  and 
was  the  longest-serving  member 
on  the  Register — having  quali- 
fied in  1917. 

Mr  Loughman  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ire- 
land from  1946  to  1970  and 
was  Council  President  from 
1960-1962. 

As  president  he  proved  a  real 
boon,  as  his  standing  in  the 
political  arena  gave  instant 
access  to  the  confidences  of 
Government  Ministers  and 
heads  of  departments  which  he 
used  to  telling  effect. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  first 


Dail  and  was  a  founder  mem- 
ber, and  later  secretary  for  25 
years  of  the  Fianna  Fail  Party. 
He  served  in  the  Dail  for  a 
number  of  terms  and  was  also 
a  member  of  the  Senate,  while 
he  also  represented  Ireland  at 
the  Council  of  Europe  in  Stras- 
bourg in  1953  and  1954.  In 
addition,  he  was  a  member  of 
Clonmel  Corporation  for  many 
years. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  a 
son,  Bernard,  who  is  a  BSc 
Pharm  and  registered  optician, 
and  a  daughter. 

Up  to  his  death,  Mr 
Loughman  conducted  his  own 
pharmacy  in  Clonmel.  He  was 
a  native  of  Carrick-on-Suir. 

Lightening  the 
VAT  burden 

A  suggestion  that  the  accoun- 
tancy profession  is  "already 
over-burdened"  and  will  soon 
be  faced  with  an  impossible 
situation,  means  that  unless 
something  is  done  soon,  the 
rules  of  supply  and  demand 
will  adversely  affect  the 
businessman. 

The  observation  came  from 
Mr  Douglas  Thompson,  foun- 
der of  a  new  Bridgnorth,  Salop, 
firm.  Carl  Accounting,  which 
has  been  set  up  to  establish  a 
new  simplified  system  for 
dealing  with  incomplete  accoun- 
tancy records. 

By  "impossible  situation", 
Mr  Thompson  implied  that  the 
coming  burden  of  value  added 
tax  on  the  thousands  of  small 
business  concerns,  will  cause 
them  to  rely  still  further  on 
their  professional  accountants 
for  guidance. 

Mr  Thompson  was  speaking 
at  a  press  preview  of  his  com- 
pany's new  film  "Know  How 
You  Stand",  which  is  a  docu- 
mentary about  the  Carl 
Accounting  system. 
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Employees'  union 
would  be 
'autonomous' 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society's  investigation  of  the  possibility 
of  setting  up  a  union  under  the  Industrial  Relations  Act 
came  in  for  some  criticism  at  the  annual  meeting  last  week 
but  received  backing  from  Branch  representatives  the  next 

Sir  Keith's  'no' 
to  'corrective' 
advertising 


The  president,  Mr  W.  M.  Dar- 
ling, reported  that  the  union,  if 
it  were  formed,  would  have  to 
be  autonomous,  and  the 
Society,  having  taken  the  ini- 
tiative, would  have  to  divorce 
itself  from  the  union,  its 
management,  and  its  affairs. 

But  Mr  P.  Crees,  Birming- 
ham, preferred  that  pharma- 
cists should  join  an  existing 
union  experienced  in  salary 
negotiations — "which  is  what 
it  is  all  about".  In  relations 
with  their  employers,  pharma- 
cists had  more  in  common  with 
other  professions  (physicists  in 
hospitals,  for  example)  than 
with  their  colleagues  in  other 
fields,  he  maintained. 

Exploring 

The  president  replied  that 
every  avenue  was  being  ex- 
plored, including  existing 
unions,  the  union  set  up  by  the 
Royal  Institute  of  Chemistry, 
and  a  special  union  for  phar- 
macists. The  decision  would  be 
that  which  was  best  for  the 
profession. 

Branch  representatives  called 
upon  the  Council  to  investigate 
the  possibility  of  establishing  a 
comprehensive  organisation  "to 
represent  the  interests  of  all 
pharmacists  with  regard  to 
remuneration,  conditions  of 
service  and  all  aspects  of  phar- 
maceutical practice." 

Mr  M.  E.  Q.  James,  South- 
end, wanted  a  properly  rep- 
resentative body  which  would 
be  in  a  position  to  register 
under  the  Act.  The  Society  was 
"hidebound"  by  precedents 
such  as  the  Jenkin  judgment. 

Safeguard 

The  president  said  that  the 
Society's  admission  to  the 
special  register  would  merely 
safeguard  its  position.  A  new 
union  for  employed  pharmacists 
was  being  considered,  but  Mr 
Darling  warned  that  its  finan- 
cial viability  could  be  a  prob- 
lem, and  it  might  not  become 
effective  soon  enough. 

Concerning  the  NHS  con- 
tract, there  was  no  indication 
that  contractors  wanted  any 
new  body  to  negotiate  for 
them. 


It  is  intended  shortly  to  make 
an  order  bringing  into  opera- 
tion the  provisions  in  Section 
93  of  the  Medicines  Act  that 
make  it  an  offence  to  issue 
false  or  misleading  advertise- 
ments, or  advertisements 
including  recommendations  for 
uses  other  than  those  specified 
in  the  product  licence. 

That  was  stated  last  week 
by  Sir  Keith  Joseph,  Secretary 
for  Social  Services,  in  reply  to 
a  Commons  question  on  anal- 
gesics advertising.  Mr  Laurie 
Pavitt  had  asked  if  the  Minister 
would  seek  powers  to  require 
advertisers  of  pain-killing 
drugs  to  issue  corrective  adver- 
tisements, on  the  lines  of  recent 
United  States  legislation. 

But  Sir  Keith  could  see  no 
advantage  in  seeking  powers  to 
introduce  a  system  requiring 
corrective  advertising  to  be 
issued. 

Timothy  Benn 
appointment 

Mr  Timothy  Benn  has  been 
appointed  a  managing  director 
of  Benn  Brothers  Ltd,  publish- 
ers of  C&D. 

A  great-grandson  of  the 
founder  of  the  company,  Mr 
Timothy  Benn  joined  Benn 
Brothers  in  1960  and  was  made 
a  director  in  1961.  He  has 
been  direetor-in-charge  of 
C&D  since  the  journal  joined 
the  group  in  October  1970. 

Mr  Benn  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Central  Executive  of 
the  Periodical  Publishers  Asso- 
ciation since  1968  and  has 
been  chairman  of  the  Council 
of  Trade  and  Technical  Press 
for  the  last  two  years. 

He  has  served  as  publicity 
officer,  honorary  secretary  and 
vice-chairman  of  the  National 
Advertising  Benevolent  Society 
and  was  chairman  of  the  coun- 
cil in  1970-71.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Advertising  Associa- 
tion's communication  and 
development  committees. 


Sir  Hugh  Linstead  (right),  eleventh  gold  medallist  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  receives  his  award  from  the  president. 
Mr  W.  M.  Darling 

Sir  Hugh  receives  Society's 
Charter  Gold  Medal 


Sir  Hugh  Linstead  received  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  Char- 
ter Gold  Medal  at  the  annual 
meeting  in  London  last  week, 
when  his  record  of  service  to 
the  profession  was  described 
by  the  president,  Mr  W.  M. 
Darling   as  "unequalled". 

Sir  Hugh  was  an  officer  of 
the  Society  for  41  years — 
almost  a  third  of  the  Society's 
life — having  been  appointed 
secretary  and  registrar  in  1926. 


He  was  deeply  involved  in  the 
design  and  passage  of  much 
important  pharmaceutical  legis- 
lation, particularly  the  Phar- 
macy and  Poisons  Act  1933, 
and  was  a  member  of  Parlia- 
ment from  1942  until  1964.  In 
addition.  Sir  Hugh  has  been 
honoured  internationally  for  his 
work  on  behalf  of  pharmacy. 

The  Charter  Silver  Medal 
went  to  Mr  C.  E.  Turner  (see 
p  737). 


Education  need 
in  packaging 

An  urgent  plea  for  greater 
industry  support  for  the  edu- 
cational work  of  the  Institute 
of  Packaging  in  its  silver  jubilee 
year  has  been  made  by  Mr 
John  Briggs.  managing  director 
of  Norcross.  who  was  recently 
elected  president  for  a  three- 
year  term. 

Mr  Briggs  said  the  Institute 
had  established  the  guidelines 
for  all  packaging  education 
within  Britain,  and  the  same 
guidelines  were  now  accepted 
throughout  Europe,  including 
the  Eastern  European  coun- 
tries, and  in  most  countries  of 
the  world. 

But  the  Institute  had 
achieved  its  present  position  in 
relation  to  the  international 
scene  and  in  government  and 
other  circles,  solely  through  the 
support  of  its  individual  pro- 
fessional members.  "I  am 
amazed  that  British  industry 
has  given  the  Institute  so  little 
backing,"  he  said. 

"British  industry  must  recog- 
nise its  profit  opportunities 
through  packaging,  particularly 
if  we  are  to  maintain  and  ex- 


pand our  export  activities  and 
seize  the  opportunities  which  lie 
ahead  of  us  in  Europe.  The 
Institute  of  Packaging  has  pro- 
vided the  lead  without  indus- 
trial support — the  Institute 
could  accomplish  so  much  more 
if  industry  helped." 

Doctors  decided 
to  dispense 

Pharmaceutical  services  at 
Evesham.  Worcs.  are  already 
adequately  provided  for,  by 
four  existing  pharmacies,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Worcester- 
shire Executive  Council. 

Evesham  doctors  planning  to 
practice  from  a  proposed  health 
centre  there  asked  for  the  pro- 
vision of  a  dispensary.  They 
had  decided  to  supply  medi- 
cines for  any  of  their  patients, 
residing  in  outlying  country 
districts  who  might  request 
them  to  do  so. 

The  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  requested  the  com- 
ments of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil on  the  situation.  Following 
discussions  with  Evesham 
pharmacists  and  the  practices 
concerned  the  Council  reached 
its  decision. 
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New  male/female 
contraceptive 
to  be  introduced 

A  new  type  of  contraceptive  will  be  introduced  on  the  British 
market  later  this  year.  A  male/ female  contraceptive  produced 
by  a  Swiss  firm,  it  is  a  modification  of  the  Hungarian  con- 
traceptive called  C-film. 


At  a  recent  press  conference 
in  Switzerland  when  the  con- 
traceptive was  announced,  Rene 
Luks,  president  of  Legap  SA, 
Lugano,  said  that  it  would  be 
promoted  and  sold  direct  in 
retail  shops  as  the  first  for  use 
by  either  sex. 

C-film  is  a  2in  (5cm)  square 
pliable  plastic  film  impreg- 
nated with  a  spermicide 
(Nonyl-9)  combining  known 
ingredients.  Several  countries 
including  Switzerland  and 
Holland  have  already  approved 
the  product. 

Legap  reportedly  bought  the 
rights  of  the  C-film  technique 
from  the  Hungarian  State  enter- 
prise that  devised  it  ten  years 
ago.  They  claim  to  have  im- 
proved the  PVC  as  well  as  the 
spermicide.  The  rights  cover 
all  countries  except  Britain, 
Ireland  and  Eastern  Europe. 

The  thin  film  may  be  placed 
in  the  vagina,  up  to  one  hour 
before  intercourse,  or  on  the 
moistened  end  of  the  penis. 
The  film  dissolves  into  a  sper- 
micidal gel  to  coat  the  walls 
of  the  vagina. 

A  spokesman  for  the  com- 
pany said  that  FDA  approval 
was  "not  a  long  way  off". 

Legap  emphasised  they  will 
be  marketed  in  pharmacies, 
drug  stores  and  other  retail 
outlets  without  prescription. 

The  Hungarian  ministry 
approved  the  original  product 


after  tests  in  13  obstetric  and 
gynaecological  centres.  Animal 
tests  of  the  modified  product 
have  been  conducted  in  Italy, 
US  and  England  and  clinical 
trials  in  England  and  Egypt. 

The  spermicide  has  passed 
the  International  Planned 
Parenthood  Federation  Agreed 
Test  in  London. 

Better  knowledge 
of  asthma  drugs 

The  death  rate  from  asthma 
in  Britain  has  now  fallen,  in 
most  age  groups,  to  the  same 
level  as  before  the  introduc- 
tion, in  the  early  sixties,  of  the 
asthma-relieving  aerosol  inhal- 
ers, the  report  of  the  Asthma 
Research   Council  states. 

Important  reasons  for  this 
decline  in  mortality  are  said 
to  be,  "the  increased  know- 
ledge on  drugs  used  in  treating 
asthma,  and  an  appreciation 
by  doctors  of  the  dangers  of 
the  over-use  of  inhalers." 

A  possible  mechanism  link- 
ing the  use  of  aerosols  con- 
taining bronchodilators  and 
asthma  mortality  rate  has  been 
suggested  following  studies  at 
the  Council's  clinical  pharma- 
cology research  unit  at  Bromp- 
ton  Hospital,  London. 

The  report  states,  "some 
patients  may  have  a  paradoxi- 
cal response  to  bronchodilator 
drugs  on  repeated  administra- 


tion. In  this  way  a  drug  which 
initially  benefits  an  asthmatic 
patient  may  eventually  produce 
deterioration." 

Other  studies  in  the  unit  have 
been  carried  out  on  the  aerosol 
propellant  freon  gases  follow- 
ing American  reports  that  the 
gases  were  toxic  to  the  heart. 
Tests  were  done  on  asthmatic 
patients  who  habitually  over- 
used their  inhalers.  Freon 
appeared  rapidly  in  the  blood 
stream  immediately  after  in- 
halation, but  disappeared  in  a 
few  minutes.  The  levels  detec- 
ted were  much  lower  than 
those  required  to  produce  toxic 
effects  on  the  heart. 

Several  research  projects 
have  concentrated  on  the  im- 
portance of  house  dust  as  a 
cause  of  asthma,  and  the 
Council  state  that  it  is  now 
firmly  established  that  house 
dust  is  one  of  the  important 
allergic  causes  of  asthma,  and 
that  the  main  allergen  of  house 
dust   is   the   house-dust  mite. 

The  rise  in  mite  content  of 
dust  from  September  to  Octo- 
ber has  been  shown  to  be 
directly  related  to  an  increase 
in  asthma  during  this  period. 
{Report  for  1971,  Asthma 
Research  Council,  28  Norfolk 
Place,  London  W2.) 

No  supply  limit 
of  syringes 

Hypodermic  syringes  are  not  to 
be  placed  on  the  list  of  things 
which  may  only  be  supplied 
upon  a  doctor's  prescription. 

In  a  question  in  the  Com- 
mons about  the  placing  on 
prescription  of  syringes  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Social  Services,  replied :  "The 
possible  benefits  of  such  a  re- 
striction would  almost  certainly 
be  outweighed  by  undesirable 
consequences." 


G.H.Macmorran 
annual  lecture 

Donations  to  the  Dr  G.  I-J 
Macmorran  memorial  fund  wil 
be  used  to  cover  expendituil 
on  an  annual  Macmorra 
Lecture. 

The  first  lecture  is  to  bl 
given  at  the  Scottish  conferencH 
of     pharmacists,  StrathspeH 
Aviemore  on  October  22,  197M 

The  subject  for  the  morninHJ 
session  of  the  conference  wiH 
be  "drug  misuse".  ThM 
speakers  will  be  Dr  FrancH 
Fish,  University  of  StrathclydtBj 
and  Mr  E.  Dalglish,  AssistaiM 
Chief  Constable,  City  of  GlasB 
gow  Police, 

The  conference  fee  of  £7-2|H 
will  include  a  dinner/dance  oH 
October  21,  hotel  accommoda 
and  meals. 

Inquiries  should  b 
addressed  to  the  resident  sec 
retary,  Pharmaceutical  Society 
Scottish  Department,  36  Yorl 
Place,  Edinburgh  EH1  3HU. 

Indian  drug 
output  up 

Drugs  and  pharmaceutical 
worth  Rs3,000m  were  produce 
by  the  large  and  medium-seal 
units  in  India  during  1971 
This  was  Rs500m  more  thai 
the  estimated  value  of  drug 
and  pharmaceuticals  produce 
during  1970. 

Production  of  most  of  fh 
drugs  showed1  an  increase  ove 
the  levels  reached  in  197C 
especially  production  of  anti 
biotics. 

Efforts  were  made  to  in 
crease  exports  of  drugs  am 
intermediates,  and  during  1971 
foreign  exchange  of  the  valui 
of  Rs90m  was  earned  from  thi: 
source. 


Fellowship 
certificates 
presented 


Members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
who  have  recently  been  designated 
fellows  lor  distinction  in  various  branches 
of  the  profession,  attended  the  Society'i 
House  last  week  to  receive  their  fellow- 
ship certificates  from  the  president. 
Among  them  was  Mr  A.  Wright,  Editor 
of  C&D,  who  was  honoured  "for  distinc- 
tion in  pharmaceutical  journalism" 
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Schoolchildren 
to  help  in 
drug  survey 

A  survey  is  to  be  conducted  among  Glasgow  schoolchildren 
to  find  out  how  knowledgeable  they  are  about  drugs.  It  is  to 
be  conducted  by  a  research  team  headed  by  Dr  Francis  Fish, 
reader  in  pharmaceutical  chemistry  at  Strathclyde  University 
and  Dr  Brian  Wells,  lecturer  in  psychology. 
The  work  will  form  part  of 


a  £25,000  medical  research  in- 
vestigation into  the  incidence  of 
drug-taking  among  young 
people  and  a  study  of  the 
characteristics  of  young  drug- 
takers. 

Dr  Fish  has  requested  the 
city's  education  committee  for 
permission  to  ask  500  pupils  of 
16  and  over  to  complete  a 
questionnaire. 

The  Department  of  Phar- 
macy at  Strathclyde  has  been 
pursuing  the  project  for  the 
past  two  years.  Results  are  ex- 
pected early  next  year. 

Already  several  thousand 
people  have  filled  in  question- 
naires from  four  groups — young 
delinquents;  accident  admis- 
sions to  hospital;  persons 
attending  clinics  for  sexually 
transmitted  diseases;  and 
students  pursuing  higher  edu- 
cation. 

Questions 

Dr  Fish  said  that  the  questions 
tie  wished  to  put  to  the  school- 
children were  straightforward 
and  not  controversial  by  any 
standard. 

"In  any  investigation  of  this 
and"  he  continued,  "the 
ibsence  of  information  in  an 
nformation  area  can  greatly 
reduce  the  value  of  the  final 
conclusions  and  this  makes  the 
co-operation  both  of  the  edu- 
cation committee  and  of  the 
children  themselves  of  the  ut- 
nost  importance." 

Protection  from 
drug  dangers 

The  pharmacist  of  the  future 
nust  take  an  increasingly  res- 
ponsible role  in  helping  to 
protect  the  public  from  the 
langerous  effects  of  drugs. 
This  was  the  view  of  Professor 
W.  C.  Bowman  who  delivered 
he  Hope  C.  M.  Winch 
iMemorial  Lecture  at  Sunder- 
and  Polytechnic  recently. 

Professor  Bowman  traced 
he  historical  development  of 
Irugs  and  medicines  from  the 
sarliest  known  drugs  obtained 
rom  plants,  to  the  highly 
jotent  pure  chemicals  that  are 


used  today.  He  pointed  out  that 
the  number  of  drugs  developed 
in  the  last  50  years  far  exceeds 
the  total  number  ever  avail- 
able before  that  time. 

The  modern  physician  could 
do  a  great  deal  more  good  for 
most  of  his  patients  than  could 
his  predecessors,  he  said.  Un- 
fortunately, although  the  over- 
all advantages  of  drug  treat- 
ment far  outweighed  the  dis- 
advantages, he  could  also  do 
a  great  deal  more  harm  to  a 
few,  simply  because  modern 
drugs  were  so  powerful. 

The  ideal  to  aim  at,  in  "drug 
delivery",  was  that  the  correct 
drug  be  delivered  in  the  cor- 
rect concentration  for  the  cor- 
rect period  of  time,  selectively 
to  the  diseased  organ,  and  to 
no  other  organ.  While  things 
were  as  yet  a  long  way  from 
this  ideal,  some  progress  had 
been  made  towards  it.  Profes- 
sor Bowman  went  on  to  explain 
how  the  research  contributions 
of  pharmacists,  in  the  areas  of 
formulation  molecular  manipu- 
lation and  pharmacology,  could 
contribute  to  this  ideal. 

New  flammable 
liquids  rules 

Regulations  about  highly  in- 
flammable liquids  are  to  be 
laid  before  Parliament  shortly. 
They  will  cover  the  storage  and 
use  of  highly  flammable  liquids 
in  factories  and  other  places 
covered  by  the  Factories  Act 
1961. 

This  was  announced  in  the 
Commons  by  Mr  Maurice 
Macmillan,  Secretary  of  State 
for  Employment. 

Replying  to  a  question  from 
Mr  Wyn  Roberts  (Conway)  he 
said  that  the  regulations,  apart 
from  minor  drafting  and  tech- 
nical amendments,  would  be  in 
the  form  recommended  by  the 
Commissioner  in  his  report 
which  among  other  things 
recommends  that  the  Regula- 
tions be  retitled  "The  Highly 
Flammable  Liquids  and  Lique- 
fied Petroleum  Gases  Regula- 
tions". 


Mr  V.  Marriot  (left),  district  manager,  NCR,  with  Mr  D.  L. 
Coleman,  pharmacist  of  Stalham,  Norwich,  one  of  the  prize- 
winners. On  the  right  is  Mr  T.  A.  Swing,  product  group  manager, 
Reckitt  &  Colman 

Four  pharmacist  prizewinners 
in  Dettol  contest 


Four  pharmacists  in  the  UK 
were  recently  presented  each 
with  a  new  NCR  electronic 
calculator — value  £315 — as  first 
prizes  in  a  national  retail 
pharmacists'  competition  orga- 
nised by  the  manufacturers  of 
Dettol,  the  Reckitt  &  Colman 
Pharmaceutical  Division. 

The   four   pharmacists  are: 


D.  L.  Coleman,  Stalham, 
Norwich;  C.  C.  Harper  Ltd, 
Harborne,  Birmingham  17;  S. 
Heath,  Dagenham,  Essex;  and 
John  P.  Fenton  and  Sons  Ltd, 
Glasgow,  E.2. 

The  competition  involved 
assessing  the  bactericidal  effect 
of  Dettol  under  varying  con- 
ditions. 


Dealing  with 
repeat  scripts 

Patients  should  be  able  to 
acquire  a  repeat  prescription 
without  seeing  their  doctor, 
says  a  doctor  in  this  year's 
World  Medicine  review. 

Dr  C.  A.  H.  Watts,  who 
received  the  Mackenzie  Prize 
for  research  in  general  practice 
recently,  suggests,  with  refer- 
ence to  people  who  need  to 
be  maintained  on  drugs,  that 
the  patient  should  be  seen  by 
the  doctor  at  intervals  of  three 
or,  perhaps,  six  months. 

"There  is  also  an  admini- 
strative problem,"  he  writes. 
"The  appointment  system  has 
done  away  with  the  crowded 
waiting  rooms  of  people 
queuing  up  to  see  the  doctor. 
They  now  queue  for  repeat 
prescriptions ! 

"To  write  one  out  clearly, 
enter  it  on  the  record  card, 
and  have  it  signed  and  checked 
by  the  doctor  all  takes  time, 
and  in  most  practices  patients 
are  asked  to  call  again  to 
collect  the  prescription. 

"This  has  to  be  put  across 


tactfully  to  the  patient,  for 
things  can  look  different  from 
his  angle." 

In  the  article,  entitled  "What 
happened  to  the  personal  doc- 
tor?", Dr  Watts  explains  that 
the  general  practitioner  has 
secured  for  himself  better 
working  conditions;  but  he 
also  asks :  Is  the  GP  giving 
patients  a  better  service,  and 
is  he  enjoving  his  work  more? 

Tartaric  acid  in 
tamarind  leaves 

The  Regional  Research  Labora- 
tory, Jorhat,  Assam,  has 
developed  a  process  for  the 
manufacture  of  tartaric  acid 
from  tamarind  leaves.  Tamar- 
ind leaves  are  available  in 
plenty  in  South  India  and  con- 
tain 815  per  cent  of  tartaric 
acid.  The  process  developed 
by  the  Jorhat  Laboratory  con- 
sists of  digestion  of  leaves 
under  suitable  conditions,  pre- 
cipitation of  acid  as  calcium 
tartarate.  The  crystals  are  then 
broken  down  by  sulphuric  acid, 
decolourised  with  charcoal  and 
recrystallised. 
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No  change  say 
Weston-Barclay 
after  merger 

A  natural  step  forward  in  marketing  and  trading  policies. 
That  is  the  conclusion  of  Weston  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd  and 
Barclay  and  Sons  Ltd  following  their  merger  announced  last 
week-end. 

Mr  Ralph  Weston  (chairman 
of  Weston)  said  on  Monday 
that  the  two  companies  would 
continue  to  develop  along  their 
separate  paths  with  Weston 
Chemists  giving  service  to  the 
public  and  Barclay  a  service  to 
retail  pharmacists. 

Mr  W.  Gerard,  managing 
director,  Barclay  &  Sons  said 
it  was  expected  the  advantages 
of  their  increased  purchasing 
power  would  enable  them  to 
provide  a  wider  range  of  pro- 
ducts and  number  of  items  on 
"special  offers".  He  foresaw 
that  in  the  future  Barclay  & 
Sons  would  be  independent  of 
its  parent.  Barclay  Securities 
Ltd.  Barclay  Securities'  activi- 
ties were  directed  at  "dealings 
with  assets"  but  pharmaceutical 
companies  had  no  great  assets 
as  a  general  rule. 

Asked  if  their  customers 
might  feel  agrieved  at  Barclay's 
association  with  a  group  of  re- 
tailers who  were  in  competi- 
tion both  spokesmen  said  it  was 
only  a  financial  arrangement. 
Trading  would  continue  as  be- 
fore. Benefits  would  flow  from 
a  centralised  board  of  manage- 
ment. 

A  statement  published  on 
behalf  of  both  parties  said  that 
Weston  had  agreed  to  acquire 
the  whole  of  the  issued  share 
capital  for  approximately  £7m. 
The  consideration  will  be  satis- 
fied by  the  issue  of  new 
ordinary  shares  in  Weston  in 
proportion  to  Barclay  &  Sons 
share  of  the  combined  profits 
as  forecast  by  both  companies 
for  their  current  financial  years. 

Barclay  Securities  are  retain- 
ing half  of  the  new  Weston 
shares.  London  &  County 
(A&D)  Ltd,  merchant  bankers, 
have  agreed  to  underwrite  the 
balance  at  a  price  of  £1-25 
per  share.  The  cash  considera- 
tion will  accordingly  be  ap- 
proximately £3-5m.  After  the 
merger  London  &  County  and 
investment  clients  will  hold  28 
per  cent  of  the  enlarged  share 
capital  and  Barclay  Securities, 
24  per  cent. 

Mr  John  Bentley  will  join 
the  board  of  Weston  as  chair- 
man and  Mr  Ralph  Weston  will 
continue  as  chief  executive  and 
deputy  chairman.  It  is  under- 
stood that  Mr  Gerard  will  also 


be  appointed  to  the  board  and 
two  representatives  from  Lon- 
don &  County. 

Pre-tax  profits  of  Weston  for 
the  year  ended  February  29, 
are  estimated  at  £491,000  while 
those  of  Barclay  &  Sons  for 
1971  were  £458,000. 

London  &  County  acquired 
in  February  the  largest  single 
stake  in  Weston  when  they 
bought  from  the  Co-operative 
Bank  the  shares  held  as  col- 
lateral for  loans  to  Ellis  Seillon 
now  serving  a  prison  sentence 
for  fraud.  The  price  paid  by 
L&C  was  £0-86  per  share. 

Barclay  Securities 

Last  week  Barclay  Securities 
announced  that  they  were 
recommending  raising  their 
dividend  by  12|  per  cent  to  50 
per  cent  for  1971.  Group  profit 
at  £2-2m  was  up  from  £L03m 
in  1970.  Taxation  takes 
£829,603  (£383,715)  and  net 
profit  £1,372,414  (£651,498). 

Beecham  increase 
pre-tax  profit 
by  13% 

The  group  profit,  before  tax, 
of  Beecham  Group  Ltd  for  the 
year  ended  March  31  at 
£37,199,000  was  up  by  13  per 
cent  on  1970-71. 

Group  trading  profit  at 
£41 -3m  (£34-5m  in  previous 
year)  was  obtained  from  sales 
of  £2 1909m  (£181 -8m).  Taxa- 
tion takes  £16*1 2m  against 
£!4-36m). 

The  latest  results  include  a 
full  year's  trading  of  their 
German  subsidiary,  Fischer  & 
Fischer  (1970-71  three  months) 
and  a  full  year's  trading  of 
US  subsidiary  S.  E.  Massingill 
Co  (nil). 

The  group  trading  profit 
includes  royalty  income  of 
£4,599,000  (£4,099,000). 

A  final  dividend  of  13  per 
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Model  showing  the  first  stage  of  the  Hoechst  pharmaceutical 
research  centre  which,  as  previously  announced  (C&D,  Febru] 
ary  12,  p  187)  is  to  be  built  at  Milton  Keynes,  Bucks,  on  a  35] 
acre  site.  Contracts  are  now  out  for  building  and  associatec 
services  for  tender. 


cent  is  recommended  making 
a  total  of  25  per  cent  for  the 
year  (against  22-j  per  cent). 

Smith  &  Nephew's 
first  quarter 

Smith  &  Nephew  Associated 
Companies  Ltd  increased  their 
group  sales  from  £13-74m  to 
£14-65m  in  the  first  12  weeks 
to  March  25. 

Profit,  before  tax,  rose  from 
£1,717,000  to  £1,825,000. 

Roussel  reduce 
number  of  packs 

Roussel  Laboratories  Ltd's 
total  UK  output  of  approxi- 
mately 400  million  tablets  and 
capsules  a  year  is  now  being 
packed  in  Jaycap-closed  powder 
rounds  from  Beatson  Clark 
Ltd.  The  decision  to  change  to 
this  pack  was  taken  in  con- 
junction with  a  decision  to 
install  new  automatic  packag- 
ing lines,  two  of  which  were 
recently  commissioned  at  their 
Swindon  plant.  Roussel  also 
used  the  opportunity  given  by 
a  change  of  pack  and  produc- 
tion line  to  rationalise  their 
tablet  packs.  Formerly  there 
were  70  different  packs  and 
now  there  are  31.  The  range  of 
rounds  stocked  are  15,  30,  60 
and  lOOcc. 

Sangers  raise 
dividend 

Sangers  Ltd  are  raising  their 
dividend  by  eight  points  to  26 
per  cent  for  the  year  1971-72. 
The  pre-tax  profits  rose  to 
£1,215,000  from  £893,000  in 
the  previous  year  obtained 
from  sales  of  £31-26m  (against 
£27-35m). 


French  company's! 
UK  subsidiary 

Lipha  UK,  subsidiary  of  Ober- 
val-Lipha    of    Lyons,  France,! 
has  been  established  in  the  UKI 
making  it  the  third  subsidiary! 
the     French     company  has 
formed  in  Europe.  Their  first 
product    to    be    marketed  inl 
Britain    is   Praxilene,   a  vaso-J 
dilator   in   capsule  form  with! 
specific    metabolic  properties! 
useful,  they  claim,  in  geriatric! 
medicine.   The   goods  will  bel 
distributed      by      Coates  &l 
Cooper  Ltd,  West  Drayton. 

Fisons  growing 
in  Europe 

Fisons  Ltd  are  planning  to  ex- 
pand their  pharmaceutical  I 
interests  on  the  Continent  or 
in  the  US  during  the  next  few 
months.  The  company  an- 
nounced on  Monday  that  it  ] 
was  raising  £20m  on  the 
Eurodollar  market  for  this  pur- 
pose. The  group  hope  to  have 
approval  to  market  their  Intal 
in  the  US  at  the  beginning  of 
1973. 

In  brief 

Nando/.  India,  is  seeking  the  I 
Government's  permission  to] 
expand  the  manufacture  of| 
basic  pharmaceutical  sub- 
stances according  to  Mr  J.  N.  I 
Banerjee,  managing  director  of  | 
the  company. 

Hindustan      Antibiotics  Ltd 

showed  a  sales  turnover  of 
Rs691m  to  the  end  of  February 
1972  against  Rs68-2m  in  the 
previous  year.  The  company  is 
at  present  implementing  a  pro- 
ject to  produce  1 25  metric  tons 
of  vitamin  C  every  year. 
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Topical  reflections 
by  Xrayser 


yiiliilia  f&ill 

LR  Industries  Ltd  have 
appointed  Graham  Morse 
general  sales  manager  respon- 
sible for  retail  and  industrial 
sales  operations.  In  the  house- 
hold products  division,  Mr  E.  J. 
Wallbutton  becomes  marketing 
planning  manager  and  Mr  I.  C. 
Morris,  assistant  product 
manager.  In  the  family  plan- 
ning division,  Mr  E.  C. 
Corderoy  becomes  marketing 
planning  manager  and  Mr 
L.  M.  W.  Porter,  product 
manager. 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Society 
Ltd  have  appointed  Ralph 
Stevens  marketing  manager  of 
their  non-food  division.  He 
takes  up  his  post  on  July  10. 
Managing  director  of  the 
toiletries  division  of  Dunbee- 
Combex-Marx  for  the  past 
year. 

R.  Weston  (Chemists)  Ltd,  are 

to  consolidate  their  present 
London,  Portsmouth  and 
Bristol  areas  into  two  regions 
from  June  12.  Mr  P.  G.  Marris, 
MPS,  will  take  up  the  position 
of  regional  director — South- 
East,  and  Mr  D.  C.  Raven, 
MPS  regional  director — South- 
west. 

United   Chemists   (Ucal)  Ltd: 

Messrs  M.  Silk,  BPharm  has 
been  appointed  production 
director,  E.  S.  Catchpole, 
ACA,  secretary-director,  and 
Paul  Moody,  manager  of  their 
wholesaling  activities. 

Lentheric  Morny  Ltd  have 
appointed  Michael  J.  Fletcher 
as  their  marketing  manager  for 
Morny  brands. 

Naarden  Inc:  John  A.  Roberts 
(33)  has  been  appointed  presi- 
dent of  Naarden  Inc.  Mr 
Roberts  joined  the  company  in 
1971  as  vice-president,  flavour 
division. 

Cooper  McDougall  &  Robert- 
son Ltd:  Dr  Charles  Potter 
has  been  appointed  a  con- 
sultant to  the  Cooper  technical 
bureau. 

Deaths 

Brook:  Recently,  Mr  Norman 
Brook,  MPS,  69  Crowlees 
Road,  Mirfield,  Yorks,  aged  66. 
Mr  Brook  qualified  in  1927 
and  later  worked  in  the  phar- 
maceutical department  of  the 
Crosland  Moor  Co-operative 
Society,  Huddersfield.  In  1934 
he  took  over  a  pharmacy  in 
Batley.  Since  1944  he  had  been 
in  business  in  Huddersfield 
Road,  Mirfield.  One  son, 
David,    is   also    a  pharmacist 


associated  with  the  Mirfield 
business. 

Ennis:  On  April  29,  Mr 
Bernard  Ennis,  MPSI  (Assist- 
ant) Upper  George's  Street, 
Dun  Laoghaire.  Mr  Ennis 
qualified  in  1958.  He  served 
his  apprenticeship  in  Dr  O'Dris- 
coll's  Medical  Hall  in  Kildare. 
Since  1942  he  was  in  partner- 
ship with  Mr  R.  J.  O'Mahony 
in  a  pharmacy  at  107  Upper 
George's  Street,  Dun  Laoghaire. 

Treacy:  On  May  1,  Mr  Martin 
(Joe)  Treacy,  MPSI  (Assistant) 
59  Russell  Avenue,  Drumcon- 
dra,  Dublin.  He  was  admitted 
as  a  pharmaceutical  assistant  in 
1941  and  worked  for  many 
years  in  Butler's  Medical  Hall, 
Mary  Street,  Dublin.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  an 
Assistant  in  the  dispensing 
department  of  Hayes,  Conyng- 
ham  and  Robinsons  in  Grafton 
Street,  Dublin. 


NEWS  II 


□  The  general  index  of  retail 
prices,  which  measures  changes 
in  the  average  level  of  retail 
prices,  was  1618  on  April  18 
compared  with  160  3  on  March 
21. 

□  The  number  of  premises  on 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
Register  dropped  by  37  in  April 
andl  25  in  March.  There  was  a 
total  of  17  additions  to  the 
Register  and  81  deletions  dur- 
ing the  two  months. 

□  The  Food  Additives  and 
Contaminants  Committee  has 
been  asked  by  appropriate 
Ministers  to  carry  out  a  full 
review  of  the  Regulations 
which  govern  the  use  of  anti- 
oxidants in  food. 

□  There  is  no  call  for  a 
general  review  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  at  the  present  time, 
Mr  Michael  Alison,  Under- 
secretary for  Social  Services, 
said  in  reply  to  a  Parliamentary 
question  this  week. 

□  In  Nigeria,  44  acres  of  land 
have  been  acquired  in  the 
riverine  area  of  Onitsha  to 
accommodate  a  new 
£N2-million  pharmaceutical 
manufacturing  industry,  to  be 
established  by  the  East  Central 
State  Government  in  partner- 
ship with  a  US  firm. 

□  A  report  by  a  working  party 
of  the  Chemicals  Economic  De- 
velopment Committee  on  the 
current  and  future  investment 
situation  in  the  chemical 
industry  is  now  available  from 
NEDO,  Millbank  Tower,  Mill- 
bank,  London  SW1P  4QX, 
price  £0-85. 


Gleaning  Information 

It  might  seem  to  many  that  the  concern  of  the  British 
Medical  Association  over  the  extensive  prescribing  of  bar- 
biturates is  belated,  for  their  use  both  as  hypnotic  and 
sedative  is  less  than  it  was.  Their  employment  to  combat 
sleeplessness  must  have  lessened  with  the  advent  of  other 
drugs,  as  with  their  application  as  a  daytime  tranquilliser. 

I  would  accept  the  replacement  theory  more  readily  than 
the  suggestion  of  the  spokesman  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  who  said  they  would  like  to  feel  that  their  cam- 
paigning had  had  effect,  even  though  they  recognised  that 
there  was  an  increase  in  non-barbituate  preparations.  Never- 
theless, the  quantities  consumed  suggest  a  degree  of  habitua- 
tion which  must  give  rise  to  concern. 

But,  disquieting  as  such  a  degree  of  dependence  on  the 
barbiturates  must  be,  they  have  been  with  us  for  some 
considerable  time  and  their  properties  must,  over  the  years, 
have  been  assessed  within  clearly  defined  limits.  Short  of 
abuse,  which  is  the  real  burden  of  the  concern,  they  have 
proved  of  benefit  and  would  seem  likely  to  remain  in  the 
physician's  armamentarium  for  a  long  time  to  come.  Their 
modern  counterparts  in  "mood"  drugs  have  not  yet  had 
time  to  prove  themselves,  and  some  have  fallen  into  disrepute 
in  a  very  short  time. 

But  the  point  at  issue  at  present  is  whether  a  greater 
degree  of  legal  control  of  the  barbiturates  is  desirable,  and 
I  should  have  thought  not.  There  is  a  need  to  study  the 
subject  and  not  to  act  with  the  hole-stopping  panic  actions 
to  which  we  have  become  accustomed  in  recent  years. 

Social  problems 

That  there  is  prescribing  of  large  individual  quantities  of 
the  drugs  in  question  is  undoubted.  I  have  myself  only  this 
week  seen  supplies  which  were  adequate  to  last  until  the 
last  sheaves  of  corn  are  gathered  in,  and  to  those  who 
remember  when  the  average  supply  was  about  twenty-four 
that  seems  excessive.  In  such  cases  abrupt  change  might  lead 
to  individual  problems  far  exceeding  the  administrative 
difficulties  referred  to  by  Sir  Ronald  Tunbridge. 

It  should  not  be  difficult,  in  a  statistically-minded  depart- 
ment, to  discern  the  extent  of  the  problem  and  its  source. 
Yet  statistics  alone  cannot  answer  the  questions  which 
inevitably  arise.  Why  do  so  many  find  it  necessary  to  have 
assisted  sleep?  Is  there  something  in  the  social  conditions  of 
today  which  makes  life  impossible  without  such  aids?  Is  the 
physician  so  hard  pressed  that  he  prescribes  hypnotics  as  a 
relief  to  his  own  worries  as  much  as  those  of  his  patient? 
Has  the  imposition  of  the  prescription  levy  led  him  to 
prescribe  ever-larger  quantities?  Is  the  environment  of  today 
responsible  for  increased  stress?  What  effect  have  noise, 
pollution,  hire-purchase,  high-rise  flats,  fear  of  redundancy, 
and  poverty  in  the  aged? 

There  seems  to  be  so  much  more  than  the  mere  mechanics 
of  control.  Meanwhile,  the  doctor  himself  may  lessen  the 
flow,  or  at  least  restrict  the  quantities  in  the  hands  of  the 
patient  at  any  one  time. 

VAT 

I  spent  an  evening  recently  reading  some  light  literature 
concerning  VAT,  without,  I  have  to  confess,  a  great  deal 
of  enlightenment.  It  did  occur  to  me  that,  in  the  absence 
of  hypnotics  (or  as  a  substitute)  the  pamphlet  might  be  made 
a  compulsory  book  at  bedtime. 
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Berk  Representatives  mean  busffi 


BERK  Representatives  do  not  make  "Courtesy  Calls"  or  just  "look  in 
while  in  the  neighbourhood."  They  know  how  busy  you  are.  The  BERK 
Representative  gets  down  to  business.  He  calls  to  keep  you  informed  about 
important  developments  in  our  range  of  speciality  products  and  to  encourage 
your  wider  use  of  BERK  Economy  Brands  to  meet  the  large  volume  of  "open 
prescriptions." 

The  BERK  Representative  means  friendly  service,  regular  calls,  outstanding 
speciality  products,  quality  Economy  Brands  and  better  business.  BERK 
Representatives  work  for  us  but  they  take  their  orders  from  you. 


Approved  Name 

Berk  Brand  Name 

Presentation 

Packs 

Bendrofluazide  tablets  BP 

BERKOZIDE  ® 

Tabs  2.5  mg  &  5  mg 

1 00  &  1 000 

Erythromycin  tablets  BP 

ERYCEN  ® 

Tabs  250  mg 

1 00  &  500 

Imipramine  tablets  BP 

BERKOMINE  ® 

Tabs  1 0  mg 
Tabs  25  mg 

250  &  1000 
200  &  1000 

L-dopa  tablets 

BERKDOPA  * 

Tabs  500  mg 

100  &  500 

Methyldopa  tablets  BP 

DOPAMET  * 

Tabs  250  mg 

250  &  1000 

Nitrofurantoin  tablets  BP 

BERKFURIN  ® 

Tabs  50  mg  &  100  mg 

1 00  &  1 000 

Oxytetracycline  tabs/caps  BP 
and  syrup 

BERKMYCEN  ® 

Tabs  &  Caps  250  mg 
Syrup  1 25  mg/5  ml 

1 00  &  1 000 
500  ml 

Penicillin  V  tablets  BP 

ECONOPEN  ®  V 

Tabs  250  mg 

1 00  &  500 

Phenylbutazone  tablets  BP 

FLEXAZONE  ® 

Tabs  100  mg 
Tabs  200  mg 

250  &  1000 
250 

Quinidine  sulphate  tablets  BP 

AURIQUIN  * 

Tabs  200  mg  &  300  mg 

1 00  &  500 

Tetracycline  tabs/caps  BP 
Tetracycline  mixture  BPC 

TETRACHEL® 

Tabs  250  mg 
Caps  250  mg 
Syrup  1 25  mg/5  mi 

1 00  &  1 000 
1 00  &  500 
500  ml 

Tetracycline  hydrochloride  BP 
with  nystatin  BP  tablets 

SILTETRIN  * 

Tabs  250  mg 

100 

BERK  PHARMACEUTICALS  LIMITED 

®  Regd.  Trade  Mark      *  Trade  Mark 


GODALMING  &  SHALFORD 


SURREY 

J.3842 
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Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Deodorant  with  talc 
Carter-Wallace  have  introduced  Light 
Powder  Arrid  Extra  Dry  anti-perspirant 
deodorant  aerosol,  said  to  be  a  technical 
breakthrough  because  it  contains  a  light 
talc.  This  is  designed  to  give  three  main 
advantages:  rapid  drying  on  contact  with 
the  skin;  it  doesn't  feel  cold  on  impact 
and  it  absorbs  the  surface  moisture  on 
the  skin.  It  is  presented  in  three  sizes  of 
aerosol,  130g  (£0-40),  190g  (£0-50)  and 
255g  (£0-63),  with  introductory  consumer 
offers  of  £0-05  off  the  small  size  and  £0  08 
off  the  medium  (Carter-Wallace  Ltd, 
Carteret  products  division,  Wear  Bay 
Road,  Folkestone,  Kent). 

Innoxa's  Colour  Tots 
Innoxa  are  introducing  Colour  Tots 
(£0-35),  pots  of  "cream  translucents"  to 
go  over  foundation  or  straight  on  to  the 
skin  to  highlight  and  shade.  The  colours 
are  Blue  Eyes,  Pink  Lips  and  Cheek, 
Brown  Shader,  Green  Eyes,  Red  Lips  and 
Cheek  and  Gold  Highlighter.  The  com- 
pany suggest  the  preparation,  due  to  go 
on  sale  on  June  8,  can  be  used  either 
singly  or  together  to  accentuate  any 
feature  (Innoxa  (England)  Ltd,  Innoxa 
House,  436  Essex  Road,  London  Nl). 


12  (£0-26).  Each  disc  is  designed  to  be 
used  once  and  then  thrown  away  (M  &  R 
Norton  Ltd,  155  Merton  Road,  London 
SW18). 

Splash  fragrance 

Goya  have  introduced  Splash  Fragrance 
(£0-50)  which  was  prompted  by  the  con- 
tinental habit  of  using  liberal  quantities 
of  Eau  de  Cologne,  often  taking  the  place 
of  talc  after  bath,  and  obtained  in  large 
bottles.  However  this  product  available 
in  all  four  Goya  fragrances,  is  said  to  be 
slightly  stronger  and  comes  in  lOOcc 
bottles.  The  company  have  also  produced 
a  new  large  size  300g  talc  (£0-40)  in  the 
four  fragances  (Goya  Ltd,  Badminton 
Court,  Amersham,  Bucks). 

Household 

Carpet  Shampagne 
Patent  Steam  Carpet  Cleaning  Co  have 
introduced  Carpet  Shampagne,  a  carpet 
and  upholstery  shampoo  designed  for  "on- 
location"  cleaning.  It  is  said  to  be  of  a 
high  stable  foam  type  with  low  moisture 
content  and  dries  to  a  non-sticky  residue 
for  subsequent  removal  of  soilage,  with- 
out rinsing  being  necessary. 

It  is  estimated  that  a  carpet  could  dry 
in  three  hours  in  a  centrally  heated  room 
but  could  take  as  long  as  12  hours  with- 
out heat.  The  product  is  presented  in  16 
fl  oz  plastic  bottles  (£0-30)  and  half  gallon 
polythene  containers  (£1-10)  (Patent  Steam 
Carpet  Cleaning  Co  Ltd,  49  Eagle  Wharf 
Road,  London  Nl  7EW). 


Leg  and  after  shave  tanning 
Coty  have  launched  Ultra  Legs  leg 
bronzer  (£0-75),  a  transparent  gel  formu- 
lation which  is  said  to  leave  the  legs 
looking  glossy  and  silky,  washes  off  with 
soap  and  water  and  is  presented  in  a 
plastic  tube. 

Four  shades  are  available,  transparent 
Sun  Beige  (dark  tan),  transparent  Summer 
!Tan  (medium  beige),  transparent  Barefoot 
Bronze  (dark  beige)  and  transparent 
Copperino  (deep  tan). 

Coty  have  also  announced  a  bronzing 
ifter  shave  in  the  Bacchus  range  which 
:omes  in  l|oz  containers  (£099),  and  is 
designed  to  give  a  natural  tanned  look 
(Coty  Ltd,  Great  West  Road,  Brentford, 
Middx). 

Face  Licks 

Neutrogena  have  introduced  Face  Licks. 
I  These  are  discs  of  sponge  foam  impreg- 
j  nated  with  soap  and  packed  in  cartons  of 


Photographic 

Yashica  electronic  sub-miniature 
The  electronic  sub-miniature  camera,  the 
Yashica  Atoron  Electro  has  a  smooth 
black  finish,  matching  other  electronic 
models  in  the  famous  Yashica  series  of 
Electro  35  GTS,  CC  and  TL  Electro-X 
ITS  cameras. 

This  tiny  camera,  measuring  only  4£  x 
i  x  Hins  and  weighing  4ozs  complete 
with  battery,  features  fully  automatic 
operation  and  uses  standard  Minox  film 
cartridges.  Picture  size  is  8  x  11mm.  It 
has  a  Yashinon-DX  f/2.8  18mm  lens, 
focusing  is  from  2ft  to  infinity,  controlled 
by  a  small  thumb-wheel  in  the  camera 
base  and  ASA  film  speeds  from  16-200 
are  set  by  an  adjacent  thumb-wheel. 

The  electronic  programmed  shutter 
ranges  in  speed  from  l/350sec  to  8 
seconds'  duration.  A  "slow"  speed  check 
indicates  when  exposures  are  longer  than 


1/30  sec,  at  which  point  it  is  advisable 
to  use  the  Yashica  grip/tripod  ST9  for 
steady  holding. 

Other  features  of  the  Atoron  Electro  are 
automatic  resetting  exposure  counter  and 
automatic  flash  exposure  from  6- 15ft  with 
the  exclusive  flash  unit. 

This  unit  forms  part  of  the  Atoron 
Electro  kit  (£87  22)  complete  in  a  plush- 
lined  hard  case,  which  also  includes  a 
right  angle  viewfinder,  neck  chain,  soft 
leather  pouch,  lens  cap,  one  544  6v  silver 
oxide  battery  for  the  camera  and  one  15v 
battery  for  the  flash  gun  (Photax,  East- 
bourne, Sussex). 


PRESCRIPTION 
SPECIALITIES 

URANTOIN  tablets 

Manufacturer   DDiA   Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
310  Old  Brompton  Road,  London  SW5 
Description  Yellow  taDlets  with  a  break-line 
in   two   strengths  containing  nitrofurantoin 
50mg  and  lOOmg 

Indications  Urinary  tract  infections  such  as 
pyelonephritis,  pyelitis  and  cystitis 
Dosage  Usually  5-8mg  per  kg  body-weight 
daily  in  divided  doses.  In  severe  infections 
lOmg  per  kg  body-weight  daily  may  be  given. 
Treatment  to  be  continued  for  7  to  14  days. 
For  children  dose  should  be  adjusted  accord- 
ing to  age  and  body-weight 
Siae  effects  Nausea,  vomiting  and  skin  sensi- 
tisation  sometimes  occur.  Haemolytic  jaundice 
has  been  reported  as  a  rare  complication 
Packs  Of  100  (50mg)  tablets  (£1-25  trade), 
and  100  (lOOmg)  (£2) 
Supply  restrictions  PI,  S4B 
Issued  May  1972 

DEPIXOL  injection 

Product  Licence  Holder  Lundbeck  Ltd,  The 
Green,  Welwyn,  Herts 

Distributor  Farillon  Ltd,  Chesham  House, 
Chesham  Close,  Romford  RM1  4JX 
Description  Brown  glass,  snap-ring  ampoules 
each  containing  fluphenthixol  decanoate  20 
mg/ml  in  thin  vegetable  oil 
Indications  Treatment  and  maintenance  of 
schizophrenic  patients 

Contraindications  Not  recommended  for  ex- 
citable or  overactive  patients.  Unsuitable  for 
patients  who  do  not  tolerate  oral  neuroleptic 
drugs,  or  for  those  with  Parkinsonism, 
severe  arteriosclerosis,  senile  confusional 
states,  or  advanced  renal,  hepatic  or  cardio- 
vascular disease 

Dosage  Administer  by  deep  intramuscular 
injection  to  adults  only.  A  test  dose  of  20mg 
followed  by  20-40mg  7-10  days  later  depend- 
ing on  response.  Subsequent  average  dose 
20-40mg  at  intervals  of  2-4  weeks,  depending 
on  response.  A  few  patients  may  require 
larger  doses,  or  need  them  at  shorter 
intervals 

Notes  As  with  all  oily  injections  it  is 
important  to  ensure,  by  aspiration  before 
injection,  that  inadvertent  intravascular 
injection  does  not  occur 
Side  effects  Extrapyramidal  symptoms.  Occa- 
sional depressive  reactions  have  been 
reported 

Storage  In  a  cool  place,  protect  from  light. 
Shelf  life,  two  years  from  date  of 
manufacture 

Packs  10  (1ml)  ampoules  (£8  +  PT),  10  (2ml) 
ampoules  (£12-50  +  PT) 
Supply  restrictions  PI  S4B 
Issued  May  1972 
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Bullion  train  is 

a  "give-away" 

A  special  "Bullion  train"  at  present  en 
route  to  main  line  stations  throughout 
England  and  Scotland  is  not  so  much  a 
Great  Train  Robbery  but  a  Great  Train 
Give-away. 

The  train,  painted  gold,  is  giving  away 
details  of  a  special  Kleenex  promotion  to 
be  launched  at  the  beginning  of  July,  by 
Kimberley-Clark  Ltd. 

Stations  the  train  will  call  at  include 
Bristol,  Stoke,  Nottingham,  Manchester, 
Glasgow,  Leeds,  Birmingham  and  Lon- 
don. Personnel  from  "key  account"  com- 
panies handling  Kleenex  products  have 
been  invited  to  receptions  to  be  held  on 
the  train. 

The  forthcoming  promotions — for  trade 
and  consumer — are  being  organised  by 
Kimberley-Clark  as  part  of  a  major  drive 
to  strengthen  even  further  their  domina- 
tion of  the  £64  million  a  year  market  for 
paper  tissue  products. 

Mr  Jim  Hollins,  general  manager  of 
KC's  consumer  sales  division  told  C&D: 
"This  is  the  first  time  that  any  manufac- 
turer of  paper  products  in  Britain  has 
undertaken  such  a  promotion  which  will 
undoubtedly  capture  the  imagination  of 
both  trade  and  consumer". 

In  addition  full-page  advertisements  to 
boost  the  launch  of  Kleenex  Duets  will 
run  until  October  in  My  Weekly.  People's 
Friend,  Woman,  Woman's  Realm. 
Woman's  Weekly,  True  Romances.  True 
Story,  Woman's  Story,  Reader's  Digest, 
Woman  &  Home,  Family  Circle  and 
Living  and  a  special  advertisement  will 
appear  in  TV  Times,  offering  a  free  pack 
of  the  new  tissues  against  proof  of  pur- 
chase of  any  Kleenex  regular  size  pack 
(Kimberley-Clark  Ltd,  Larkfield,  nr  Maid- 
stone, Kent). 


Purchasers  of  one  large,  economy  or 
giant  size  Macleans,  either  Freshmint  or 
White  Fluoride,  are  offered  one  of  thirteen 
70  x  14in  colour  posters  depicting  the 
themes  of  Olympic  Games  from  1912  to 
1972  (Beecham  toiletry  division,  Brent- 
ford, Middlesex) 


Shulton's  display  competition 

Now  underway  is  Shulton's  seventh  win- 
dow display  competition,  which  carries  two 
first  prizes  of  a  fortnight's  holiday  in 
Mexico,  four  second  prizes  of  an  Avon 
Redseal  inflatable  boat  and  over  100  third 
prizes  of  a  Rima  infra-red  grill. 

In  addition  all  applicants  will  receive  a 
pair  of  "all-purpose"  scissors  in  a  plastic 
holster  and  those  submitting  a  photograph 
of  their  display  will  receive  a  rubber 
waterpoof  torch. 

The  theme  for  the  competition  is  Mexico 
and  appropriate  point  of  sale  material  is 
available  from  the  company;  closing  date 
is  July  8  (Shulton  (Great  Britain)  Ltd, 
Trevor  House,  100  Brompton  Road,  Lon- 
don SW3). 

Ronson  toothbrushes 

"A  more  thorough  cleaning  job  than 
manual  operation  in  less  time  and  without 
effort"  is  the  theme  for  Ronson's  tooth- 
brush newspaper  advertising  campaign, 
running  during  this  month  and  June.  The 
publications  used  are  the  weekly  reviews 
of  the  Sunday  Times,  Observer,  and 
Guardian,  with  a  combined  circulation  of 
over  24  million,  where  13  x  5in  column 
advertisements  will  appear  (Ronson  Pro- 
ducts Ltd,  Randalls  Road,  Leatherhead, 
Surrey). 

Booklet  tor  young  girls 

Robinsons  of  Chesterfield  have  produced 
a  booklet  explaining  menstruation  for 
the  younger  girl.  Called  As  Girls  Grow 
Up,  it  is  a  replacement  for  Growing  Up 
Gracefully.  It  gives  details  of  internal 
protection,  hygienic  towel  disposal,  per- 
sonal hygiene  and  hints  on  exercise  and 
diet  as  well  as  information  on  the  com- 
pany's products,  Nikini,  Cameo  and  Mene 
(Robinson  &  Sons  Ltd,  Wheat  Bridge 
Mills,  Chesterfield). 

Miss  Pears 

Tuesday,  July  25  will  be  the  decisive  day 
for  Miss  Pears  1972,  the  prettiest  little 
girl  under  12  who  will  be  awarded  a 
cheque  for  £500. 

The  winners  from  each  of  the  six  areas, 
into  which  the  country  is  divided  for  the 
competition,  will  receive  £100  and  the  24 
runners-up  £25.  Entry  forms  are  printed 
on  the  cartons  of  Pears  transparent  soap 


and  are  included  in  the  advertisements  to 
appear  in  Woman.  Woman's  Own, 
Woman's  Realm,  My  Weekly,  Peoples 
Friend  and  TV  Times  among  others  (Elida 
Gibbs  Ltd,  PO  Box  IDY,  Portman  Square, 
London  Wl). 

Consumer  offer 

□  On  sale  from  mid-July  for  the  rest  of 
that  month  will  be  Elizabeth  Arden  Gloss 
Over  with  a  Sun  Gold,  Miss  Dawn  or 
International  lipstick  for  £0-65  (Elizabeth 
Arden  Ltd,  20  New  Bond  Street,  London 
W1A  2AE). 


Ln  =  London;  M  =  Midland;  Lc  =  Lancashire 
Y  =  Yorkshire;  Sc  =  Scotland;  WW  =  Waiet 
and  West;  So  =  South;  NE  =  North-east;  A  = 
Anglia;  U  =  Ulster;  We  =  Westward;  B  = 
Border;  G  =  Grampian;  E  =  Eireann;  CI  = 
Channel  Islands. 

Anadin:  All  except  G,  E 

Anne  French  cleansing  milk:  Ln 

Anne  French  cream  cleanser:  M 

Astral:  Ln,  M,  Y,  Sc,  WW,  NE,  A,  B,  G 

Close  Up:  All  except  E 

Cutex  colour  schemers:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  Y,  Sc 

Efferdent:  Ln,  M  Lc,  Y,  Sc,  WW,  So,  NE 

Elnett  Satin:  All  except  E,  CI 

Erasmic:  Ln,  Lc,  Y,  So,  NE,  A 

Feel  Free:  All  except  E 

Foot  Guard:  So 

Fresh  &  Dry  Alpine:  Y,  WW 

Fresh   &   Dry   w;th   Natural   Herbs:  All 

except  E,  CI 

Harmony  hairspray:  All  except  E 

Immac:  Sc,  NE,  A,  U,  CI 

Mum:  All  except  E,  CI 

Polaroid  sunglasses:  All  areas 

Polaroid    Super   Swinger   cameras:  All 

areas 

Q-Tips  coiton  swabs:  Y 

Reban:  All  except  E 

Right  Guard:  All  except  E 

Sure:  All  except  E 

Sunsilk  hairspray:  All  except  E 

Techmatic:  All  except  E 

Tegrin  medicated  shampoo:  So 

Vapona  flykiller:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  Y,  Sc,  WW 

So,  NE,  A,  B 

Wilkinson  Sword  blades:  All  except  E 
Yardley  mini  sprays:  All  except  E 
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There's  a  growing  demand 

for  this  free  offer. 


BAE¥S  PROGRESS  CHART 


In  the  first  year  babies  grow  quickly. 

To  help  follow  their  babies  development,  all  mothers  will  want 
this  baby  Progress  Chart  from  the  moment  they  start  to  grow. 

National  advertising  will  tell  them  how  they  can  get  one 
simply  by  buying  Vaseline  ®  Petroleum  Jelly  or  Q-Tips  ®  <*4A.£ZL*k 
Cotton  Swabs,  products  all  babies  need. 

Vaseline  Petroleum  Jelly  is  now  in  a  new, 
easy  to  handle,  plastic  pack  and  Q-Tips  is  the 
fastest  growing  brand  in  the  cotton  swabs 
market. 

So,  to  help  your  sales  grow,  all  you  have  to  do 
is  display  them. 


)  Vaseline  and  Q-Tips  are  registered 
trademarks  of  Chesebrough- Pond's  Ltd. 
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Economy  size  Close  Up 

Elida  Gibbs  Ltd.  PO  Box  IDY,  Portman 
Square,  London  Wl,  are  launching  an 
economy  size  of  their  Close  Up  toothpaste 
and  as  an  introductory  boost  are  reducing 
the  prices  of  all  three  sizes,  so  that  packs 
are  flashed  "trial  price  only"  £0-12,  £0-18 
and  £0  24  respectively. 

"Economy  sizes  hold  over  20  per  cent 
of  the  total  toothpaste  market  and  repre- 
sent a  highly  profitable  and  important 
sector  that  has  been  expanding  year  by 
year",  commented  Gibbs'  marketing 
director,  Mr  R.  G.  Gray. 

It  was  also  announced  that  three  more 
advertisements  for  the  brand  will  be  shown 
from  June  1  as  part  of  the  £500,000  cam- 
paign and  will  alternate  with  the  current 
"Taxi"  commercial. 

Nappy  habits 

KBMS  Ltd,  Broadway  House,  London 
SW19  1RT  carried  out  a  survey  during 
the  first  week  of  May  among  1,000 
mothers  with  babies  under  12  months  old 
to  discover  such  details  as  frequency  of 
nappy  changing,  laundering,  and  products 
used. 

Charles  Perry  new  bottles 

Charles  Perry  (Cosmetics  Ealing)  Co  Ltd, 
155  Pitshanger  Lane,  London  W5,  have 
redesigned  the  bottles  for  their  Natural 
Beauty  cosmetics  range  of  skin  and  hair 


The  pack  for  Nocturne  Fresh-Aire  de- 
signed for  the  Wellcome  Foundation  by 
Robinson  and  Sons  Ltd,  has  won  an 
"Award  of  Excellence"  in  the  1972  com- 
petition held  by  the  National  Paper  Board 
Association  of  America 


preparations,  using  only  two  sizes  of  white 
PVC  container — 145cc  and  95cc,  with 
prices  ranging  from  £0-35  to  £0-56  accord- 
ing to  product.  To  support  the  re-design 
the  company  have  produced  a  new  series 
of  leaflets  and  price  lists,  available  free. 


Revised  folic  acid  tablets 

Eli  Lilly  &  Co  Ltd,  Basingstoke,  Hants, 
announce  that  their  tablets  No  1715  folic 
acid  have  been  revised  in  size  and  shape 
so  as  to  conform  to  BP  specifications. 
These  tablets  also  carry  their  Tdenti-Code 
number  J66. 

Deep-freeze  thermometer 

With  an  ever-increasing  sale  of  deep 
freezers  to  domestic  users,  Diplex  Ltd, 
PO  Box  172,  Watford,  Herts,  have 
developed  an  entirely  new  thermometer 
for  both  domestic  and  commercial  needs. 
It  can  also  be  used  for  refrigerators. 

The  instrument  has  a  fast  adjustment 
speed  and  is  calibrated  to  give  reliable 
recordings  over  the  critical  range  of  low 
temperatures.  Four  colour  shadings  indi- 
cate recommended  temperatures  for  the 
refrigerator  main  compartment,  refrigera- 
tor freezer  compartment  and  for  deep 
freezers.  Model  no  is  3Q4K  and  recom- 
mended price  £0-80. 

Nail  shades 

Woltz  Italiana  have  introduced  four  deep 
nail  enamel  shades,  Terracotta,  Chestnut, 
Autumn  Wood  and  Black  Cherry  and  two 
brighter  colours — Exotic  Touch  and  Casual 
Red.  Supplies  are  available  from  Sales 
Affiliates  Ltd,  Barnet  By-pass,  Boreham 
Wood,  Herts. 

Spare  head 

Jackel  &  Co  Ltd,  Kitty  Brewster  Estate, 
Blyth,  Northumberland,  are  now  includ- 
ing a  spare  head  in  every  pack  of  the 
Tommee  Tippee  chiming  toothbrush  for 
the  same  price  (£0  33). 

Seton  modifications 

Seton  Products  Ltd,  Tubiton  House,  Med- 
lock  Street,  Oldham,  Lanes  have  made 
improvements  to  the  Coloset  range  of 
colostomy  bags  and  to  the  Seton  paediatric 
urine  collectors  manufactured  at  the 
Group's  plastics  division,  Oswestry, 
Shropshire. 

Hitherto  users  have  not  found  it  so 


easy  to  remove  the  backing  paper  from  I 
the  adhesive  plaster  which  attaches  the  I 
bag  to  the  patient's  body.  Now,  with  the  I 
introduction  of  special  equipment  which  I 
cuts  and  creases  the  backing  paper,  Seton  I 
has  eliminated  the  problem.  1 
The  Seton  Coloset  range  has  been  avail-  I 
able  for  some  time  in  a  plastic  envelope  I 
containing  10  bags  an  a  body  plaster.  1 
The  envelope  will,  in  future,  be  con- 1 
structed  of  a  heavier  material  and  incor-  I 
porate  a  reusable  seal  thereby  making  the  I 
wallet  more  serviceable. 

Coriban  additional  size 

Coriban,  the  new  flukicide  from  Cooper,  I 
McDougall  &  Robertson  Ltd,  Berkham-  I 
sted,  Herts,  is  now  available  in  a  second  I 
pack  size.  The  2-litre  pack  (£11-28)  will  I 
dose  140  sheep  of  between  50-751b  in  I 
weight  and  will  be  of  particular  benefit 
to  the  smaller  farmer. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  has  indi- 
cated that,  because  of  the  mild  winter, 
fluke  infestation  has  continued  for  longer 
than  usual,  and  the  fluke  season  has  been 
very  late.  Fluke  dosing  in  late  spring 
will  therefore  be  most  important  in  reduc- 
ing infestations  next  year. 

Larger  size  Dylon 

Dylon  International  Ltd,  56  George  Street, 
London  W1H  5RF,  have  introduced  a  new 
large  size  plastic  bottle  of  Dylon  curtain 
white  (£0-22|)  which  it  is  claimed  will 
whiten  up  to  50  per  cent  more  net  curtain- 
ing, ie,  up  to  six  pairs  of  average  sized 
curtains,  including  those  made  of  Terylene, 
Dacron,  nylon  and  cotton. 

Fleur  prices  error 

In  the  advertisement  for  Fleur  Beauty 
Products  Ltd,  which  appeared  in  our  Hair 
Care  Supplement  (May  13),  the  price  of 
the  500g  bottles  of  Just  bubble  bath  and 
Just  shampoos  was  incorrectly  stated  as 
£2-10  per  dozen.  This  should  have  read 
£2-60  per  dozen.  Fleur  Beauty  Products 
with  to  apologise  for  any  inconvenience 
this  mistake  may  have  caused. 

Spring  holiday  closures 

Ciba  Laboratories,  Horsham,  Sussex, 
from  5-30pm  Friday  May  26  until  9am 
Tuesday  May  30. 

William  Ransom  and  Son  Ltd,  Hitchin, 
Herts,  from  Monday  May  29  until  Friday 
June  2  inclusive. 

Upjohn  Ltd,  Crawley,  Sussex,  from  4pm 
Friday  May  26  until  9am  Tuesday  May  30. 
Urgent  orders  through  John  Bell  &  Croy- 
den,  50  Wigmore  Street,  London  Wl 
(01-935  5555). 

Norgine  Ltd,  London,  WC1.  Factory 
from  4-30pm  Friday  May  26  until  8-30am 
Tuesday  May  30.  Offices  from  4-30pm 
Friday  May  26  until  9-30am  Tuesday 
May  30. 


Radiol  Chemicals  Ltd,  Stepfield,  Witham, 
Essex.  Extra  10  per  cent  discount  on  order 
of  £8  upwards  for  any  products. 

Mavala  Laboratories  Ltd,  48  High  Street, 
Horley,  Surrey.  Refix.  Introductory  offer 
14  invoiced  as  12.  Double  Lash.  7  invoiced 
as  6  from  June  1  to  July  31.  The  retail 
price  of  Refix  has  been  reduced  to  £0-75. 
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Unichem  Ltd 


A  new  look  after  a 
'quiet  revolution' 


In  a  couple  of  months  or  so,  UniChem 
will  be  publishing  their  annual  accounts 
for  1971  and  these  will  reflect  the  problems 
that  Britain's  largest  independent  pharma- 
ceutical wholesaler  has  been  encountering. 
But  at  the  same  time,  the  report  will  go 
a  long  way  to  spelling  out  the  "quiet 
revolution"  that  is  taking  place  at  Uni- 
Chem's  headquarters  in  Morden,  Surrey, 
to  make  the  organisation  a  more  profit- 
able and  valuable  service  for  retail  phar- 
macists. 

"We  honestly  believe",  says  Mr  Peter 
Dodd,  UniChem's  managing  director  "that, 
with  all  the  mergers  that  have  been 
taking  place  in  the  profession  recently, 
and  the  possibility  of  others  to  come, 
UniChem  has  its  best  opportunity  to  date 
to  prove  its  worth  to  the  independent 
pharmacist.  We  can  offer  him  the  oppor- 
tunity to  compete  effectively  and  profit- 
ably with  the  large  multiples  and  grocery 
chains.  That  has  not  often  been  the  case 
and  we  are  the  first  to  admit  it." 

Ups  and  downs 

UniChem  has  had  its  share  of  ups  and 
downs  since  the  concept  was  launched 
in  1938.  At  that  time  100  of  the  most 
far-seeing  retailers  in  South  West  London 
and  West  Kent  pledged  their  support,  and 
with  this  initial  backing  UniChem  became 
a  viable  entity  a  year  later  in  Tooting, 
London  SW17. 

Over  the  next  few  years  UniChem 
flourished  despite  the  wartime  supply 
shortages.  But  at  the  same  time  UniChem 
also  had  a  long  fight  to  gain  recognition 
as  a  pharmaceutical  wholesaler  and  it 
was  not  until  1952  that  all  major  ethical 
manufacturers  accepted  the  new  or- 
ganisation. 

By  then  there  were  nearly  80  UniChem 
jcustomers  and  with  the  post-war  develop- 
ment of  branded  ethicals,  allied  to  the 
establishment  of  the  National  Health  Ser- 
vice, UniChem  led  the  way  in  speed  and 
standard  of  service.  As  an  extension  of 
the  service,  chemists'  sundries  were  added 
to  the  range. 

Initially,  most  customers  were  located 
South  of  the  Thames  and  were  served 
from  the  Tooting  depot.  By  1958  there 
were  enough  customers  north  of  the 
Thames  to  warrant  the  opening  of  a 
second  depot  in  Walthamstow. 

As  interest  in  UniChem  spread  there 
same  the  need  for  more  depots,  and  in 
961   the  Nuneaton  depot  was  opened. 
A  year  later  the  move  to  new  headquar- 
ters in  Crown  House,  Morden,  took  place. 

But  a  major  difficulty  was  the  Tooting 
depot.  It  was  much  too  small  to  serve 
nearly  1,000  customers  up  to  three  times 


a  day,  which  was  necessary  if  UniChem 
was  to  keep  pace  with  fast-growing  com- 
petition from  other  wholesalers. 

In  1964  it  was  decided  to  combine 
both  the  ethical  and  sundries  stocks  under 
one  roof  at  New  Addington,  Croydon. 
This  was  a  major  policy  decision,  which 
created  serious  transitional  problems. 

"Many  of  them  were  due  to  circum- 
stances outside  our  control  but  the  real 
setback  was  in  the  inevitable  loss  of 
customer  confidence",  says  Mr  Dodd. 
"However,  this  situation  is  a  thing  of  the 
past.  The  lessons  have  been  learned  and 
now  the  Croydon  depot  is  operating  well." 

Despite  the  problems  at  Croydon,  Uni- 
Chem continued  to  expand.  And  in  the 
same  year  it  established  a  foothold  in 
the  North  by  merging  with  P.D.S.  (Leeds) 
Ltd.  UniChem  (Northern)  Ltd  came  into 
being  and  the  depot  at  Leeds  has  proved 
consistently  successful  ever  since. 

Because  of  the  continued  lack  of 
improvement  at  Croydon,  the  UniChem 
Board  called  in  management  consultants 
in  1968  and  a  recommendation  was  accep- 
ted that  the  membership  concept  should 
be  re-emphasised  by  the  conversion  of 
the  company  to  a  Friendly  Society,  in 
which  the  members  would  have  a  more 
positive  and  rewarding  interest. 

The  consultants  also  stressed  the  need 
for  the  service  to  London  area  customers 
to  be  improved  and  in  1970  a  medical- 
only  depot  was  opened  in  Kingston-upon- 
Thames,  followed  by  a  combined  depot  at 
Willesden  a  year  later. 

Late  last  year  brought  about  a  change 
of  management  and  Mr  Dodd,  who  was 
finance  director  became  managing  direc- 
tor. Mr  Dodd  has  a  commercial  back- 
ground, and  is  establishing  a  management 
team,  which  is  a  blend  of  old  and  new 
faces  and  ideas. 

The   vital   keys   to   this   drive   are  a 


Mr  T.  Reid,  UniChem  chairman 

positive  programme  of  depot  expansion 
to  give  UniChem  nationwide  coverage, 
coupled  with  a  new-look  sales  and  mar- 
keting policy. 

Take  overs? 

Action  on  both  fronts  has  been  quick 
and  decisive.  Last  October  UniChem 
announced  that  it  had  acquired  J.  H. 
Holden  Ltd,  of  Sheffield  and  says  Mr 
Dodd :  "We  are  actively  pursuing  many 
similar  opportunities  in  all  parts  of  the 
country  and  hope  to  be  making  an 
announcement  in  the  near  future." 

UniChem  is  also  concentrating  on 
expanding  the  operations  at  existing 
depots  and  a  major  development  has 
been  completed  at  Nuneaton. 

"Our  turnover  is  currently  topping  the 
£8i  million  mark  and  has  simply  out- 
grown the  old  system.  Central  co-ordina- 
tion is  being  introduced  as  a  logical 
progressive  step,"  says  Mr  Dodd. 

What  is  the  future  for  UniChem?  Mr 
Dodd  sums  up:  "After  setbacks  in  recent 
years,  we  are  confident  that  UniChem  is 
now  on  the  right  course.  Business  has 
shown  a  considerable  improvement  in  the 
last  few  months  and  the  brighter  economic 
climate,  together  with  the  tax  relaxations 
in  the  Budget,  can  only  have  a  beneficial 
effect  on  sales." 

Shelving  facilities  at  the  Nuneaton  depot 
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Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Great  Britain 


Improved  financial  position 
saves  fee  increase, 
annual  meeting  told 

No  increase  fin  Pharmaceutical  Society  members'  fees  for  next  year  will  be 
recommended  to  Council  by  the  treasurer,  Mr  H.  Steinman. 
But,  he  told  the  annual  meeting  last  week. 


"I  cannot  speak  with  as  much  certainty 
on  premises'  fees,  since  it  is  possible  that 
by  the  year  end  the  amount  of  these 
fees  will  be  determined  under  the  Medi- 
cines Act  by  the  Department  of  Health 
but  I  do  not  expect  that  any  change  will 
take  place." 

Mr  Steinman  reported  a  substantial 
improvement  in  the  Society's  financial 
situation,  achieved  by  increases  in  fees 
two  years  running,  and  the  Society  "is 
at  last  emerging  from  a  serious  overdraft 
position  with  the  bank. 

"The  Council  was  very  encouraged  to 
note  that,  in  spite  of  these  successive 
increases,  there  were  relatively  few 
resignations  from  membership  from  those 
members  who  are  not  legally  required  by 
their  occupation  to  be  on  the  Society's 
Register  and  I  should  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  thanking  members  for  their 
loyal  support  during  this  period."  How- 
ever, the  Society  had  some  way  to  go 
yet  before  it  could  be  said  that  the  finan- 
cial position  was  "entirely  healthy." 

New  building  delay 

It  may  be  October  1975  before  the 
Society's  new  headquarters  building  at 
Lambeth  is  ready  for  occupation — a  year 
later  than  previously  estimated — the 
president  said  in  presenting  the  report  of 
Council  for  1971.  The  architect  was  now 
in  the  process  of  preparing  drawings  for 
the  final  design  stage. 

Negotiations  for  the  sale  of  the  Blooms- 
bury  properties  were  not  yet  complete  but 
it  was  likely  that  a  price  would  be  agreed 
and  reported  to  a  special  meeting  of 
members,  convened  to  approve  the  sale,  in 
the  course  of  the  next  few  months,  said 
Mr  Darling.  Sale  of  the  Bloomsbury 
properties  was  not  "entirely  voluntary," 
he  went  on,  and  it  seemed  unfair  there- 
fore that  the  Society  should  be  held  liable 
for  capital  gains  tax  on  the  selling  price. 
A  business  organisation  in  similar  circum- 
stances would  be  exempt  from  the  tax  if 
it  devoted  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  to  the 
building  of  a  new  headquarters. 

However,  representations  to  the  Gov- 
ernment had  been  received  sympathetic- 
ally, and  it  was  hoped  that  the  Finance 
Bill,  at  present  before  Parliament,  would 
be  amended. 

Reporting  progress  on  the  reorganisa- 
tion of  the  administrative  structure  of  the 
National  Health  Service,  Mr  Darling  said 
that  a  detailed  document  had  been  pre- 
pared setting  out  the  Society's  proposals 
for  the  pharmaceutical  advisory  machin- 


ery and  its  relationshi  p  with  the  manage- 
ment bodies  and  pharmaceutical  officers. 
There  was  complete  accord  between  the 
Council  and  the  Central  NHS  Committee 
and  when  the  document  was  submitted 
to  the  Health  Departments  earlier  in 
May  they  were  asked  to  look  upon  it  as 
a  joint  submission  from  the  two  bodies. 

At  their  May  meeting,  Council  had 
discussed  the  proposals  for  the  manage- 
ment structure  of  Area  Health  Authorities 
in  Wales  and  the  proposals  of  the  Welsh 
Office  for  district  management.  It  could 
be  expected  that  the  principles  outlined 
in  the  Welsh  document  would  also  be 
applied  in  England,  and  the  Society's 
views  on  the  Welsh  proposals  had  been 
made  know  both  to  the  Welsh  Office  and 
to  the  Department  of  Health. 

The  committee  established  by  the 
Council  to  examine  the  effect  on  phar- 
maceutical practice  resulting  from  the 
decision  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  apply 
for  membership  of  the  European  Econo- 
mic Community,  was  now  meeting  each 
month.  Council  had  this  month  decided 
to  enlarge  its  membership  by  inviting 
other  bodies  in  pharmacy  to  send  one 
member  to  all  meetings.  "To  me  it  is 
vital  that  we  consult  with  our  colleagues 
and  determine  a  common  policy  for  our 
future  in  Europe,"  said  the  president.  He 
announced  his  intention,  later  this  month, 
to  visit  Brussels  for  three  days,  together 
with  the  vice-president  and  the  secretary 
and  registrar,  to  discuss  with  officials  of 
the  EEC  and  professional  colleagues  in 
Belgium  points  of  concern. 

An  end  to  limitation  differences? 

As  revealed  by  the  vice-president,  Mr 
J.  P.  Kerr,  at  the  recent  north-west  region 
conference,  an  end  may  be  in  sight  to 
the  difference  of  opinion  between  the 
Company  Chemists  Association  and  the 
other  bodies  represented  on  the  Planned 
Pharmaceutical  Service  Committee,  on  the 
question  of  restricting  the  right  of  entry 
into  contract  to  dispense  NHS  prescrip- 
tions in  areas  affected  by  the  building  of 
health  centres. 

"I  know  that  this  question  has  been 
under  detailed  discussion  by  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  report 
their  final  conclusions  to  the  Society's 
Council  at  their  June  meeting.  Subse- 
quently, information  will  of  course  be 
provided  to  members  generally." 

The  president  described  1971  as  a  "year 
of  transition"  and  said  that  a  large  part 
of  the  Council's  efforts  had  been  devoted 


to  work  which  would  come  into  fruition 
later  this  year  or  1973.  A  good  illustration 
was  the  extended  role  that  had  now  been 
agreed  for  the  Society  in  pharmaceutical 
analysis. 

Following  negotiations  with  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health,  the  Society  had  been 
allocated  a  substantial  portion  of  the 
analysis  of  samples  arising  from  the  work 
of  the  medicines  inspectorate  under  the 
Medicines  Act.  The  remainder  of  the 
work  would  go  to  the  Laboratory  of  the 
Government  Chemist. 

The  work  would  be  undertaken  in  the 
Society's  laboratories  in  Edinburgh  which 
would  be  expanded.  When  the  scheme 
was  fully  operational,  some  30  to  40 
people  would  be  employed.  "This  work 
will  build  up  over  a  period  of  three  years 
and  it  is  expected  that  the  greater  part 
will  be  of  a  non-routine  nature,  directed 
towards  such  matters  as  the  demonstration 
of  faults  in  products  suspected  from 
observed  weaknesses  in  manufacturing 
systems,  of  failure  to  meet  product 
specifications  and  weaknesses  in  written 
analytical   procedures  and  specifications. 

"The  costs  of  this  scheme  will  be 
recovered  from  the  Department  of  Health." 

New  Martindale 

Giving  a  little  "advance  publicity"  to 
the  new  edition  of  "Martindale"  (the 
Extra  Pharmacopoeia),  scheduled  for 
publication  towards  the  end  of  July,  Mr 
Darling  said  it  would  cover  more  than 
350  new  drugs  and  their  preparations 
introduced  since  the  previous  edition,  had 
been  extended  in  depth  to  provide  readers 
with  a  more  fundamental  understanding 
of  modern  drugs.  In  particular  it  con- 
tained new  information  on  the  unwanted 
and  sometimes  toxic  effect  of  drugs,  and 
on  the  precautions  that  should  be  observed 
when  a  patient  was  being  treated  with 
more  than  one  drug  at  a  time.  Many 
more  monographs  now  included  informa- 
tion about  the  absorption  and  metabolism 
of  drugs,  and  about  their  fate  in  the 
body. 

Mr  S.  Durham,  Sheffield,  complained 
that  the  Department  of  Health  was  insist- 
ing on  speaking  for  pharmacy  in  the 
EEC  negotiations,  but  the  president  said 
the  profession's  views  were  being  made 
known  in  Europe  through  the  pharmacy 
group.  "We  hope  as  experts  we  can  be 
part  of  the  Government's  negotiating 
team."  Mr  Durham  also  asked  that  an 
opportunity  should  be  provided  for  mem- 
bers attending  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  to  comment  on  the  Conference 
— something  that  was  missing  at  the  Glas- 
gow meeting.  He  was  assured  that  the 
matter  would  be  drawn  to  the  attention 
of  the  Organisation  Committee. 

When  Mr  White.  Westerham,  questioned 
the  financing  of  "trips  to  Australia",  the 
treasurer  said  the  costs  of  the  president 
and  others  attending  the  Commonwealth 
Pharmaceutical  Association  meeting  had 
been  met  bv  a  grant  from  the  Common- 
wealth Foundation. 
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Drug  testing — challenge 
to  Secretary  of  State 

The  Secretary  for  Social  Services  should  be  informed  that  the  scheme  for  the 
testing  of  drugs  and  appliances  is  unacceptable  to  chemist  contractors  unless  and 
until  a  comparable  scheme  is  applied  to  dispensing  doctors,  according  to  a 

at   the    Pharmaceutical    Society's  Branch 


motion  given  unanimous  support 
Representatives  meeting  last  week. 
Proposed  by  Mr  W.  F.  Patterson,  Sheffield, 
the  motion  asked  that  the  Society's 
Council,  in  conjunction  with  the  Central 
NHS  (Chemist  Contractors)  Committee, 
should  make  that  assertion  to  the  Secretary 
of  State. 

Mr  Patterson  said  that  the  present  test- 
ing situation  was  not  in  the  public  interest. 
Mr  S.  Durham  remarked  that  if  the 
testing  of  dispensing  of  one  group  was 
considered  necessary  it  should  be  for  other 
groups. 

Stating  the  Council's  position  on  the 
matter,  Mr  J.  C.  Bloomfield  said  that  a 
document  drawn  up  by  a  committee  of 
the  Society's  Department  of  Pharmaceu- 
tical Sciences,  with  a  comprehensive 
scheme  for  testing  the  quality  of  medicines 
at  all  distribution  points,  had  been  adopted 
by  Council. 

Council  was  recommended  by  Ports- 
mouth Branch  "to  pursue  with  all  diligence 
and  speed"  its  attempts  to  introduce  a 
planned  distribution  of  pharmaceutical 
services,  in  view  of  the  rapidly  increasing 
number  of  health  centres. 

Mr  A.  J.  C.  Bull,  Portsmouth,  said  that 
the  subject  was  less  controversial  than  in 
the  past.  Now  was  the  time  for  action.  By 
1980  it  appeared  that  the  majority  of 
general  practitioners  would  be  working  in 
health  centres. 

The  time  had  passed  "for  kicking  the 


idea  of  a  planned  service  from  committee 
to  committee,  and  meeting  to  meeting". 

Mr  W.  M.  Darling,  President,  replied 
that  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  report  some 
positive  progress  on  the  matter  at  the 
June  Council  meeting. 

Mrs  E.  Lucas-Smith,  Slough,  got 
through  a  proposal  "that  the  Society 
should  form  an  advisory  panel,  which 
working  together  with  the  local  Pharma- 
ceutical Committee,  should  make  recom- 
mendations to  the  Executive  Council  con- 
cerning the  issue  of  new  contracts  in  areas 
where  there  is  already  an  adequate  phar- 
maceutical service." 

Such  a  panel  might  consist  of  represen- 
tatives from  the  Society's  Secretariat  and 
Council;  the  Chemist  Contractors  Com- 
mittee; a  legal  adviser  and  an  accountant. 

Speakers  referred  to  the  Company 
Chemists'  Association's  objection  to  a 
planned  service.  Mrs  J.  Nicholson  said  the 
Association  should  surely  agree  to  some 
form  of  planning.  It  would  be  to  its 
members  advantage  as  well  as  others. 

The  meeting  asked  the  Council  to  give 
all  possible  help  and  encouragement  to 
groups  of  pharmacists  who  wished  to 
establish  jointly-controlled  pharmacies  in 
health  centres  and  elsewhere,  "where  not 
to  the  detriment  of  existing  pharmacies". 

The  last  phrase  was  added  in  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Birmingham  Branch  motion 


Mr  Cyril  E.  Turner  (right),  Stoke-on-Trent,  receives  the  Charter  Silver  Medal  from 
the  president,  Mr  W.  M.  Darling.  The  medal  is  awarded  for  "outstanding  services 
rendered  locally",  and  Mr  Turner  was  described  as  "the  doyen"  of  branch  secretaries, 
having  held  that  office  for  an  uninterrupted  period  of  21  years.  He  is  the  local 
chairman  of  the  1972  Conference 


which  had  been  proposed  by  Mr  P.  Crees. 

Information  about  the  setting  up  of  a 
health  centre  was  essential  for  local  phar- 
macists said  Mr  E.  C.  E.  Weekley,  Cardiff. 
It  was  important  to  have  the  right  people 
on  the  representative  bodies  which  pro- 
vided vital  information,  Mr  Bull  empha- 
sised. Mr  M.  Gordon,  Leeds,  said  that  in 
his  area  they  had  information  on  proposed 
health  centres  for  as  far  ahead  as  1980; 
other  areas  could  do  this  too. 

Summing  up  Mr  Crees  said  that  with 
help  from  the  Society,  mistakes  made  in 
the  past  might  be  avoided. 

'Transferable5 
votes  plea 

Speaking  to  a  motion  on  elections  Mr 
J.  T.  Mearns,  Bath,  said  that  the  Council 
could  not  "go  on  stone-walling  on  this 
issue".  The  recommendation  that  members 
of  Council  be  elected  by  a  single  trans- 
ferable vote  system  was  carried. 

Mr  Mearns  objected  to  Council  being 
elected  by  a  minority.  Many  of  the  votes 
were  wasted  he  said.  By  introducing  a 
re-allocation  system  the  priority  of  voters 
choices  could  be  taken  into  account. 

At  the  moment  chance  was  playing  an 
important  part  in  the  election  of  members. 
Any  time  the  method  had  been  introduced 
elsewhere  it  had  produced  an  increase  in 
voting. 

Mr  S.  C.  Bowman,  Bath,  said  the 
method  was  simple,  mathematically  sound 
and  could  be  done  by  computer. 

Mr  R.  E.  Medlow,  Woking,  said  the 
system  was  more  democratic  than  the 
present  archaic  method. 

Mr  R.  Jackson,  West  Metropolitan,  was 
against  the  move.  He  said  it  would  intro- 
duce a  means  of  "juggling"  with  the  vote. 

The  Branch  Representatives  decided  that 
"the  pharmacist  present  in  charge  of  a 
particular  set  of  premises  should  bear  full 
responsibility  for  the  observance  and 
practice  of  all  profession  and  legal  re- 
quirements therein  and  that  the  existing 
recognition  of  absentee  superintendents 
should  be  abolished  except  in  so  far  as 
corporate  policy  may  fall  to  be  ques- 
tioned". 

Proposing  the  motion,  Mr  R.  G.  Worby, 
East  Metropolitan,  said  that  he  hoped  it 
would  be  regarded  as  an  immediate  possi- 
bility, not  like  the  next  motion— Chester's 
—which  he  regarded  to  be  "a  little 
premature". 

It  would  be  interesting  to  assess  how 
much  direction  from  unqualified  people 
had  an  influence  on  today's  pharmacy 
practice,  suggested  Mr  Worby.  If  an  over- 
worked branch  manager  of  a  pharmacy 
made  a  mistake  in  his  work  he  could  find 
himself  in  a  position  where  "the  ground 
was  cut  from  under  his  feet". 

The  Chester  Branch  proposed  that  steps 
be  taken  to  restrict  application  for  regis- 
tration of  premises  to  pharmacists.  It  was 
further  proposed  that  the  granting  of  the 
registration  should  be  at  the  discretion  of 
Council,  after  consultation  with  appro- 
priate pharmaceutical  committees. 

Mrs  E.  P.  Jones  said  that  each  premises 
should  be  registered  in  the  name  of  one 
continued  on  p  738 
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particular  pharmacist.  Companies  should 
not  find  this  difficult. 

Mr  C.  C.  B.  Stevens,  giving  Council's 
view  said  that  it  was  unlikely  that  the 
present  law  in  this  country  would  be 
changed  unless  there  were  developments 
along  the  lines  of  European  pharmacy. 
No  other  profession  had  such  powers 
concerning  registration. 

Another  Chester  request  was  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  should  press  for 
the  complete  removal  of  NHS  prescription 
charges. 

Miss  A.  D.  Pritchard  emphasised  that 
the  present  system  was  grossly  unfair.  She 
pointed  out  that  a  patient  might  have  a 
lengthy  consultation  in  hospital  and  also 
may  undergo  expensive  diagnostic  proce- 
dures which  would  cost  the  patient 
nothing.  Alternatively  after  a  brief  con- 
sultation the  patient  might  have  to  pay  for 
a  prescription. 

The  drug  bill  could  be  considerably  re- 
duced by  removing  prescription  charges 
and  restricting  the  quantity  of  drugs  that 
could  be  prescribed. 

Mr  R.  I.  Cooper,  Lancaster,  said  that 
the  idea  of  charges  was  bad  economics. 
The  cost  of  wasted  tablets  to  the  country 
was  more  than  the  amount  collected. 
Charges  led  to  the  prescribing  of  com- 
bination products  where  it  would  be  better 
to  prescribe  items  individually. 

Again  Chester  recommended  that  to 
assist  in  the  recognition  of  pharmacy  as  an 
independent  profession  the  use  of  the 
titles  "Pharmacist"  and  "Pharmacy"  ought 
to  be  promoted  where,  at  present  "chem- 
ist" was  used. 

With  the  title  chemist,  to  differentiate 
between  different  disciplines  "pharmaceu- 
tical chemist"  or  "dispensing  chemist"  was 
used.  The  first  term  was  accurate,  if  some- 
what cumbersome,  said  Miss  Pritchard, 
and  the  second  one  tended  to  become 
"dispenser". 

The  public  were  familiar  with  the 
present  names,  the  change  all  depended 
on  the  profession's  attitude  and  behaviour. 

Mrs  Jones  suggested  that  everyone  at 
the  meeting  should  go  home  and  take 
down  any  signs  which  said  "chemist". 

It  was  Council's  policy  to  promote  the 
use  of  the  words  "pharmacist"  and  "phar- 
macy" said  Mr  Stevens.  It  was  however 
the  Society's  intention  not  to  relinquish  its 
present  right  to  the  use  of  the  word 
"chemist". 

Another  speaker  wondered  how  often 
the  word  "chemist"  was  employed  because 
of  financial  considerations. 

Mr  B.  Sullivan,  Finchley,  thought  that 
easy  identification  of  pharmacies  from  a 
distance  was  essential.  He  wanted  con- 
sideration to  be  given  to  the  adoption  of 
a  common  sign  or  emblem  to  indicate 
pharmacy  premises  in  all  the  countries  of 
the  European  Economic  Community.  The 
meeting  passed  a  motion  to  that  effect. 

Mrs  M.  C.  Patel,  Harrow,  spoke  of  the 
ease  of  identifying  pharmacies  in  France. 
She  had  recently  opened  a  "chemists  shop" 
in  London  and  she  had  been  surprised  that 


a  number  of  people  had  come  in  and 
said:  "Yes,  but  do  you  do  dispensing?" 

There  were  other  motions  dealing  with 
practice  in  rural  areas.  Following  the 
decision  on  drug  testing  the  Norwich 
Branch  moved  that  "any  patient  seeking  in- 
clusion on  the  list  of  a  dispensing  doctor 
should  be  required  by  the  appropriate 
Executive  Council  to  register  his  choice 
concerning  direct  dispensing  with  that 
Council,  who  should  clearly  explain  to  the 
patient  that  acceptance  of  doctor  dis- 
pensing facilities  is  not  a  condition  of 
acceptance  on  the  doctor's  list". 

Mr  J.  King  called  for  support  for  the 
motion  to  help  the  viability  of  rural 
practices.  Mr  B.  O.  Nutt  said  at  present 
the  decision  was  often  unspoken  and  taken 
by  the  doctor.  Mr  Bloomfield,  for  the 
Council,  pointed  out  that  in  the  current 
regulations  the  onus  in  theory  was  placed 
upon  the  patient  to  decide  where  his 
dispensing  was  done.  Advice  on  the  matter 
was  offered  to  the  Executive  Councils  as 
far  back  as  1962.  The  motion  would  take 
that  advice  a  stage  further.  It  was  carried, 
with  no  votes  against. 

Rural  dispensing 
economics  need 
investigation 

Mr  K.  W.  Youings,  Somerset,  said  that 
the  Society's  tenacity  in  the  matter  of 
doctor's  dispensing  had  been  admirable. 
Successive  Ministers  of  Health,  with  the 
exception  of  Mr  Kenneth  Robinson,  had 
decided  to  opt  out  of  the  situation. 

He  asked  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  should  seek  statistical  evidence  that 
rural  dispensing  could  be  more  economic- 
ally and  efficiently  performed  by  pharma- 
cies than  by  dispensing  doctors. 

If  doctors  had  thought  this  was  a  pos- 
sible argument  for  them  they  would  have 
examined  it  long  ago.  If  a  loss  of  public 
funds  could  be  shown,  said  Mr  Youings, 
it  would  be  a  matter  of  public  concern. 

As  long  as  doctors  exercised  a  right  to 
dispense  then  there  was  an  alternative 
and  the  viability  of  rural  pharmacies  was 
in  jeopardy. 

Mr  Darling  announced  that  negotiations 
were  again  at  a  crucial  stage.  The  Depart- 
ment of  Health  was  giving  the  matter  ac- 
tive consideration  at  this  moment. 

Mr  J.  R.  Jenkinson,  Preston,  said  that 
pharmacy  must  be  in  a  position  to  offer 
an  alternative  service  if  it  was  to  replace 
that  of  dispensing  doctors.  It  might  mean 
the  registration  of  mobile  pharmacies. 

The  West  Hertfordshire  Branch  re- 
quested that  there  should  be  regular  local 
meetings  with  veterinary  surgeons  "with 
the  object  of  eliminating  the  illegal  dis- 
tribution of  antibiotics  and  restricted  sub- 
stances to  farmers". 

Mrs  Patel,  Harrow,  wanted  pharmacy 
to  become  more  active  in  promoting  in- 
formation on  contraception.  Mr  W.  A. 
Beanland,  member  of  Council,  said  it  was 
now  the  responsibility  of  the  individual 


pharmacist  as  to  how  far  he  went  in  such 
promotion,  providing  it  was  done  in  a 
dignified  manner. 

Pharmaceutical  companies  were  asked 
to  restyle  their  literature  so  that  it  might 
be  seen  to  be  directed  towards  the  phar- 
macist as  well  as  the  doctor.  Mr  Nutt, 
Norwich,  objected  to  package  leaflets 
carrying  phrases  like  "for  the  medical 
profession  only".  It  was  a  tacit  insult  to 
the  pharmaceutical  profession. 

Mr  I.  M.  W.  Caldwell,  Glasgow,  said 
that  pharmacists  ought  to  be  asking  the 
industry  for  additional  information  on 
such  things  as  shelf  life  and  storage. 

Opposing  the  motion  Mr  R.  G.  Worby 
suggested  that  pharmacists  received  litera- 
ture from  their  colleagues  in  industry  for 
transmission  to  the  doctor. 

"If  I  put  a  notice  saying  'Private'  on 
my  back  door,"  he  said,  "It  does  not  mean 
I  cannot  go  through  it."  The  motion  was 
carried. 

During  a  debate  on  grants  for  the  pre- 
registration  year,  Mr  K.  A.  Lees 
announced  that  the  Council  had  formally 
requested  a  meeting  with  the  Department 
of  Health  to  discuss  the  possibility  of 
financial  assistance  for  general  practice 
pharmacists  wishing  to  take  on  a  student 
for  his  year's  pre-registration  experience. 

Mr  M.  Gordon,  Leeds,  spoke  of  the 
shortages  of  places  available  in  indepen- 
dent retail  practice  for  students.  He  failed 
to  understand  why  this  part  of  the  train- 
ing was  not  covered  by  an  educational 
grant. 

The  Council  was  asked  by  the  Bedford- 
shire Branch  to  encourage  members  to 
participate  in  collecting  and  transmitting 
to  the  Committee  on  Safety  of  Medicines 
information  on  abnormal  drug  reactions. 

Mr  G.  Thomson,  giving  examples  of 
lack  of  information,  said  that  at  one  time 
only  six  doctors  had  reported  deaths  due 
to  asthmatic  inhalers.  3,000  had  occurred. 
Mr  L.  Robertson  said  that  pharmacists 
saw  many  minor  side  effects  not  reported 
to  doctors. 

Mr  Darling  said  that  he  hoped  pharma- 
cists could  never  be  criticised  as  doctors 
had  been  over  the  reporting  of  reactions. 

It  was  noted  that  the  profession  had 
probably  saved  many  more  lives  than 
was  ever  recognised. 

Other  motions  accepted 

□  The  Society  should  discourage  the  use 
of  natural  products  which  were  derived 
from  those  animal  and  plant  species  that 
were  in  danger  of  extinction. 

□  Pharmacy  careers  exhibition  material 
should  be  given  broader  appeal. 

□  Consideration  should  be  given  to  a 
"Pharmaceutical  Society"  necktie  and  a 
scarf  for  the  ladies. 

A  motion  was  defeated  which  stated 
that  when  a  member  was  co-opted  to  the 
Society's  Council  that  person  should  be 
from  the  same  field  of  practice  as  the 
member  whom  he  replaced.  So  also  was 
a  motion  asking  for  an  investigation  into 
NHS  patient  registration  with  a  pharmacy. 

One  speaker  suggested  the  keeping  of 
medication  record  cards  and  another  par- 
ticipant explained  the  problems  of  registra- 
tion that  would  occur  in  cities. 
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Playing  safe 

Safety.  That,  in  a  word,  sums  up  the  voters'  reaction  in 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  1972  Council  election. 

New  faces  are  about  to  appear  in  the  Council  chamber 
only  through  the  courtesy  of  a  former  member  who  did 
not  seek  re-election,  and  the  defeat  of  the  Council's 
youngest  member. 

Yet  a  political  analyst  would  be  hard  pressed  to  find 
any  common  thread  among  the  successful  candidates' 
policies — and  generally  it  was  difficult  to  distinguish  them 
from  those  of  the  unsuccessful!  Indeed,  it  may  be  that  a 
candidate  prepared  to  put  forward  a  more  "adventurous" 
policy  would  fare  better. 

The  voting  also  seems  to  have  been  unrelated  to  major 
issues.  The  candidate  who  has  been  credited  with  "nailing 
his  colours  to  the  mast"  of  the  NPU's  voluntary  trading 
organisation,  dropped  further  down  the  poll — but  one  who 
maintained  that  VTO  publicity  "further  divides  the  pro- 
fession" could  manage  only  one-from-bottom  place 
(though  each  candidate  received  more  votes  in  a  smaller 
list  than  last  year). 

One  of  the  defeated  candidates  referred  in  his  policy 
statement  to  the  warnings  of  "sound-minded,  younger 
members"  concerning  distribution  of  pharmacies  and 
rewards  more  equitable  to  the  pharmacist's  responsibility 
and  work.  But  where  are  these  younger  pharmacists? 
Certainly  not  on  Council. 

Only  three  of  the  21  members  of  the  new  Council — 
Messrs  Balmford  (qualified  1953),  Bannerman  (1958)  and 
Darling  (1955) — were  registered  after  the  1939-45  war. 
Five  of  this  year's  candidates  were  in  this  category.  All 
were  rejected. 

The  profession  demands,  and  receives,  sterling  service 
from  its  elder  statesmen.  Experience  weighs  heavily  in 
political  affairs,  but  with  some  of  the  Council  members 
already  approaching  "retirement"  age,  where  is  the  next 
generation  of  pharmacists  to  find  its  "experienced" 
leadership? 

Perhaps  the  wrong  "young  men"  are  standing  for  elec- 
tion; perhaps  they  are  putting  forward  the  wrong  poli- 
cies. But  whatever  lies  behind  the  fact  of  a  steadily  ageing 
Council,  the  profession  would  do  well  to  look  to  its  future. 

After  a  long  fight,  the  Society's  Branch  Representatives 


have  finally  been  persuaded  to  call  for  Council  elections 
to  be  run  on  the  "single  transferable  vote"  system. 
Whether  this  would  make  any  difference  to  the  results  is 
open  to  argument,  though  it  must  be  admitted  that  under 
the  procedure  it  is  everybody's  "safe"  candidate  who  is 
liable  to  top  the  poll,  rather  than  the  first  choice  of,  say, 
half  the  voters. 

Perhaps  a  trial  run  is  called  for.  Now  that  a  computer 
is  used  to  determine  the  results  it  should  be  possible  to 
organise  an  election  according  to  the  existing  procedure, 
but  with  voter  also  declaring  his  order  of  preference.  The 
independent  assessors  could  then  report  on  the  effect  a 
change  in  voting  system  would  have  had,  without  naming 
names.  Any  proposals  to  change  the  system  would  thus 
have  more  tangible  evidence  to  back  it. 

If  "safety"  is  the  word  for  the  voters'  reaction, 
"apathy"  must  be  that  for  the  profession  as  a  whole,  for 
again  only  a  third  of  the  electorate  voted.  With  all  its 
faults,  the  profession's  leadership  remains  better  than 
many  members  appear  to  deserve. 

Sir  Hugh 

We  cannot  allow  the  occasion  of  the  presentation  of  the 
Society's  Charter  Gold  Medal  to  Sir  Hugh  Linstead  to 
pass  without  adding  our  own  tribute  to  this  devoted 
servant  of  the  profession. 

A  servant,  yes,  for  Sir  Hugh  has  never  ceased  his 
tireless  work  on  behalf  of  pharmacy,  and  when,  as  a 
politician,  the  choice  became  one  of  "party"  or  "profes- 
sion", on  the  question  of  resale  price  maintenance  for 
medicines,  he  chose  professionally  for  the  public  interest 

and  almost  succeeded  in  changing  the  Bill.  It  was  but  a 
fitting  end  to  the  initiative  he  took  that  the  Restrictive 
Trade  Practices  Court  later  upheld  his  position. 

But  as  well  as  being  the  profession's  servant,  Sir  Hugh 
has  shown  himself  to  be  one  of  its  most  able  leaders, 
particularly  in  the  international  field  where,  as  president 
of  FIP  for  13  years,  he  was  a  proud  ambassador  for 
British  pharmacy.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  it  is 
through  the  past  activities  of  pharmacists  of  his  calibre 
that  our  views  will  be  received  with  understanding  and 
respect  by  continental  colleagues  as  Britain  joins  the 
Common  Market. 


Equipment 

Lightweight  microscope 

A  lightweight  pocket  microscope  provid- 
ing 30X  magnification  is  being  offered  by 
Northgate  Instruments  Ltd. 

Made  by  Beck,  of  Kassel,  West  Ger- 
many, the  microscope  weighs  less  than  an 
ounce  and  measures  4{  x  {  x  £in. 

For  normal  purposes  a  transparent  base 
makes  best  use  of  available  light,  but  the 
microscope  comes  in  a  complete  kit  with 
battery-powered  illuminator  and  stand. 
The  microscope  has  simple  adjustment  by 
a  knurled  slide. 

For  full  industrial  use,  there  is  a  ver- 


sion incorporating  a  3mm  scale,  sub- 
divided to  0  05  mm,  for  establishing  small 
dimensions  and  the  sizes  of  flaws  and 
defects  (Northgate  Instruments  Ltd,  19 
London  Road,  Gloucester). 

Turn  o-matic  in  Ireland 

Lonsto  (International)  Ltd,  who  launched 
the  Turn-o-matic  system  in  Britain  last 
year  (C&D,  September  11,  1971,  p350), 
are  now  represented  in  Ireland  by  Elec- 
tramed  (Ireland)  Ltd,  9  St  Finstan's  Park, 
Sutton,  co  Dublin,  Eire. 

The  Turn-o-matic  allocates  a  number 
to  prescription  holders,  so  that  the  work 
is  taken  in  rotation  and  patients  are  more 
easily  identified.  The  British  company 
has  moved  to  Lonsto  House,  1  Princes 
Lane,  London  N10  3LU. 


Pendamatic  cash  dispenser 

A  new  and  economic  cash  dispenser  which 
facilitates  the  issue  of  coinage  as  change 
has  been  introduced  by  Automaticket  Ltd, 
197  Ward  our  Street,  London  Wl. 

Called  the  Pendamatic,  each  unit  com- 
prises a  stand,  coin  tray  and  the  basic 
coin  container.  The  coin  container  is 
divided  into  six  vertical  columns,  one 
column  for  each  coin  from  the  half-penny 
to  the  50p  piece.  Coins  are  fed,  as  they 
are  received  at  the  cash  point,  into  the 
top  of  each  column  and  held  by  the 
spring-loaded  mechanism  until  they  are 
required  to  re-issue. 

The  complete  unit  is  1  Hin  tall,  occu- 
pies 30sq  in  of  counter  space  and  costs 
£38. 
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THROUGH  PROGRESS  . .  PROSPERITY! 


PHARMACY  PLANNING— 

Modernisation  schemes,  advice  on  shop  layout,  dispensary  designs, 
merchandising  plans 


—A  FULL  CONSULTANCY  SERVICE. 


INTERFIRM  COMPARISONS- 


Invaluable  business  ratios  free,  with  low  cost  special  reports,  on  request 

—AN  INVALUABLE  GUIDE  AND  SUPPORT 
WHEN  PLANNING  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

BUSINESS  AIDS— 

A  wide  range  of  services  and  equipment  selected  with  value  for  money  and 
practical  usefulness  as  the  yardsticks 

—JUST  THE  RANGE  TO  MAKE  YOUR  WORK  EASIER. 

ALL  FROM  one  of  the  world's  leading  associations  of  professional  people 

with  an  unparalleled  recent  growth  record  in  new  technical  and  commercial 
services  for  independent  pharmacists." 


for  Competitive  Quality 


COUNTERPOINT  shop  equipment  is  unbeatable. 

So  consult  with  Counterpoint  when  it  comes] 
^       to  pharmacy  modernisation.  With  the  ex-| 
perience  of  hundreds  of  installations! 
behind  them,  they  know  a  great  deal! 
about  pharmacy  planning.  That's  why! 
their  superbly  made  wall  shelving, 
counters  and  specialist  pharmacy! 
fitments  create  a  fine  looking  shop 
enabling  up  to  twenty  per  cent 
(or  more)   merchandise  to  be 
effectively  displayed  .  .  .  usually 
resulting    in    increased  turnover) 
and  profitability.  Counterpoint  also 
manufacture  a  complete  range  of  , 
F        dispensary  equipment. 

Hire  purchase  terms  available.  Post  this 
coupon  and  get  in  touch  with  Counterpoint 
NOW. 


I 


oiinterpoint 


Harwood  Road,  Littlehampton,  Sussex.  Tel:  090  64  4356 


TO:  COUNTERPOINT  STORE  EQUIPMENT  LIMITED, 
Harwood  Road,  Littlehampton,  Sussex.  Tel :  090  64  4356 

Please  send  me  your  brochure: 

FOR  THE  ATTENTION  OF   

ADDRESS   

CD  5/72 
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Would  your  pharmacy 
benefit  from  a 
modernisation  ? 


A.  F.  L.  Deeson  MA,  PhD,  DSc 

Ten  years  ago  the  Nielsen  Researcher,  a 
journal  of  the  Nielsen  research  organisa- 
tion, published  the  results  of  a  small 
sample  survey  which  indicated  that  10  per 
cent  of  independent  and  multiple  chemists 
had  modernised  their  premises.  The  report 
indicated  that  the  independents  had 
achieved  a  16  per  cent  increase  in  turn- 
over in  the  two-year  period  1960-61,  com- 
pared with  a  7  per  cent  normal  average 
for  the  same  time. 

At  about  the  same  time  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Union  instigated  a  detailed 
and  prolonged  trading  survey  of  a 
"guinea-pig"  pharmacy  in  Hounslow. 

These  were  the  pioneers  of  pharmacy 
modernisation.  But  research  undertaken 
since  then  by  both  the  Pharmacy  Practice 
Research  Unit  at  the  University  of  Brad- 
ford and  the  Nielsen  Organisation  has  pro- 
vided evidence  that  modernisation,  espe- 
cially when  coupled  with  customer  selec- 
tion facilities,  produces  both  increased 
turnover  and  profits  for  a  pharmacist. 

A  survey  conducted  in  1968  revealed 
that  almost  half  of  the  chemists  sur- 
veyed had  spent  less  than  £1,500  on  a  refit 
and  recorded  actual  increases  in  turn- 
over ranging  from  nil  to  over  300  per 
cent.  It  was  felt  that  these  relatively  inex- 
pensive refits  gave  results  as  good  as  more 
expensive  projects.  New  competition  from 
non-pharmaceutical  outlets  and  modernisa- 
tion of  other  shops  in  the  area  were  in 
many  cases  the  principal  reasons  for  the 
decision  to  modernise. 

In  this  survey  a  considerable  number 
of  respondents  stated  their  intention  to 
modernise  and  no  doubt  have  done  so 
since.  But  at  this  present  time  many  more 
are  trying  to  reach  a  decision  and  have 
not  been  helped  by  the  economic  uncer- 
tainties of  the  past  two  years.  However, 
now  is  the  time  for  decision,  if  only 
because  the  attrition  of  small  business  con- 
tinues on  the  one  hand  and  on  the  other 
money  is  easier  than  it  has  been  for  some 
time.  It  is  also  worth  remembering  that 
refitting  costs  are  rising  steadily;  today 
you  will  get  a  lot  less  for  your  money 
than  you  would  have  done  in  1967  and 
you  will  probably  get  a  good  deal  more 
today  than  you  will  this  time  next  year. 

It  is  perhaps  relevant  that  the  number 
of  pharmacies  in  the  United  Kingdom 
is  steadily  falling.  In  the  four  years 
ending  last  September  1,388  retail  phar- 
macies closed  compared  to  a  reduction 
of  1,002  in  the  preceding  five  years. 

If  the  multiples  are  excluded  the  aver- 
age annual  turnover  for  pharmacies  in 
1971  would  have  been  about  £29,000. 
Anything  under  £50,000  turnover  was  last 
year  classified  by  the  Bolton  Committee 


of  the  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry 
as  "small  retail  firms"  and  the  report, 
after  stressing  the  pressures  and  hazards 
for  such  small  businesses  under  present 
day  conditions,  went  on  to  divide  them 
into  "growers",  "stayers"  and  "closers". 

On  the  statistical  information  available 
to  them  Nielsen  believe  that  self-selection 
is  one  of  the  primary  methods  available 
to  chemists  to  boost  their  turnover  and 
profits  and  to  ensure  that  they  are 
"stayers"  if  not  "growers"  and  do  not 
become  "closers".  In  November  1971  they 
found  64  per  cent  of  chemists  had  "part 
of  their  stock  displayed  in  permanent 
shop-owned  fitments  designed  to  facili- 
tate selection  by  the  customer",  as  against 
50  per  cent  in  November  1968.  These  are 
figures  for  the  whole  country  and  there  are 
about  10  per  cent  more  modernised,  self- 
service  chemists  in  the  South  than  in  the 
North,  although  this  gap  appears  to  be 
closing  fast. 

In  the  end  statistics  or  what  the  other 
fellow  says  are  only  factors  to  be  con- 
sidered in  making  a  decision  which  must, 
in  the  last  analysis,  be  based  on  personal 
circumstances.  But  the  following  personal 
interviews  with  pharmacists  in  the  London 
area,  which  were  undertaken  specially  for 
this  article,  may  be  of  interest,  if  only 
to  indicate  some  of  the  pitfalls  and  points 
for  consideration. 

The  first  is  from  a  chain  of  three  inde- 


pendent pharmacies  in  South  London. 

"Some  years  ago  we  felt  that  all  three 
premises  we  own  looked  old-fashioned  and 
needed  refitting.  We  were  recommended 
to  what  was  then  one  of  the  largest  phar- 
maceutical shopfitters.  The  first  shop  was 
refitted  by  them  in  1967-68  and  we  relied 
entirely  on  their  advice  as  regards  to  type 
of  positioning  of  fittings.  We  had  no  ideas 
what  we  actually  wanted  as  far  as  design 
and  layout  in  the  new  type  of  shop  went. 

"This  refit  has  proved  more  trouble  than 
it  was  worth.  Firstly  the  shop  has  only 
local  trade,  being  situated  close  to  a  large 
GLC  housing  estate.  The  only  passing 
trade  comes  from  prescriptions.  The  con- 
tractors provided  shelving  units  and  so 
on  which  were  entirely  unsatisfactory  and 
also  dangerous. 

"On  several  occasions  assistants  have  cut 
their  arms  on  the  edges  of  glass  shelves. 

"Not  deterred  by  this  incident  it  was 
decided  to  refit  the  second  shop  in  the 
group  and  late  in  1971  the  premises,  that 
is  to  say  the  shop  front  and  all  interior 
fittings,  were  replaced.  The  shop  front  was 
replaced  in  one  weekend  from  Saturday 
through  until  Monday.  The  internal  work 
took  another  14  days  during  which  the 
shop  was  kept  open.  It  did  not  seriously 
affect  trade  but  regrettably  there  has  been 
no  increase  in  trade  as  a  result  of  this 

Continued  on  p  746 


m  ft»  ■  :  mmmm 

■  ■  ■    ■  ■■■  ■■ 


lne  ruurth  pnarmacy  to  be  fitted  out  for  M.  D.  Godfrey  (Chemists)  Ltd  by  Storeplan 
Ltd  was  completed  recently  at  Laindon,  near  Basildon,  Essex.  A  feature  of  the  shop 
is  the  use  of  half  gondolas  forming,  on  one  side,  a  window  back  and,  on  the  other, 
selling  space.  The  cosmetics  section  is  illustrated  above 
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Continued  from  p  745 

refit.  We  are  very  aware  that  the  reason 
for  this  lies  in  the  staff.  The  present 
manager  is  very  elderly  and  is  not  able  to 
use  the  new  premises  and  market  potential 
to  their  full.  We  are  obviously  taking 
steps  to  remedy  this  situation." 

The  third  shop  has  not  yet  been  refitted. 

Here  are  three  problems  for  the  phar- 
macist facing  modernisation  to  consider: 

□  Before  engaging  in  a  refit  or  moderni- 
sation he  should  have  some  idea  of  the 
sort  of  fittings  and  the  general  concept 
he  wants.  Obviously  this  firm  was  unlucky 
with  its  contractors  but  it  is  still  important 
to  be  able  to  discuss  ideas  with  the  shop- 
fitters,  at  any  rate  in  general  terms.  Visit 
several  pharmacists  who  have  had  a  refit 
recently  and  keep  abreast  of  new  develop- 
ments by  regularly  reading  features  such 
as  the  Shopfitting  round  up  in  Chemist  & 
Druggist. 

□  The  economic  return  on  a  modernisa- 
tion is  in  doubt  if  the  shop  only  commands 
a  local  trade;  usually  there  should  be  a 
relatively  strong  passing  trade  potential. 

□  If  self-selection  is  to  be  introduced 
owner-manager  and  staff  must  be  able  to 
take  advantage  of  the  new  sales  situation. 

Another  chemist — also  in  South  London 
— reinforces  the  point  about  knowing  a 
little  about  what  you  want  before  making 
a  start: 

"About  three  years  ago  we  started 
refitting  the  interior  of  this  pharmacy. 
Because  of  leasing  arrangements  the  shop 
could  not  be  altered. 

"A  chemist  must  use  his  own  loaf  when 
considering  and  designing  any  refit  to  his 
premises.  If  these  are  in  a  secondary 
trading  position  then  he  must  take  this 
into  consideration.  If  he  is  in  a  residential 
area  then  his  business  will  depend  more 
on  customer  service  and  goodwill  than  on 
the  modernity  of  his  shop  front  and  in- 
terior fittings.  My  own  premises  are  just 
off  a  busy  main  high  street  but  they  are 
classified  as  being  in  a  secondary  position. 
As  an  investment  my  refit — which  con- 
sisted of  introducing  customer  selection — 
covered  itself  within  10-15  months. 

Customer  flow 

"I  had  very  definite  ideas  on  customer 
flow  which  were  gained  by  simple  obser- 
vation of  clients  and  past  experience  in 
retailing.  One  uses  bread  and  butter  lines 
such  as  STs  and  baby  products  to  attract 
people  in  and  their  attention  is  held  with 
featured  displays  further  inside  the  shop. 
I  knew  that  I  wanted  two  cash  points 
and  I  now  have  one  near  the  rear  of  the 
shop  and  the  medicine  counter  and  the 
second  is  two-thirds  of  the  way  down  one 
wall  of  customer  selection  shelving  units. 
It  is  not  by  the  door  but  near  to  it. 

"Three  years  ago  customer  selection 
units  were  introduced  for  the  toothpaste 
and  baby  food  sections.  We  found  that 
sales  of  these  items  in  unit  terms  in- 
creased by  about  25  per  cent  and  could 
not  be  accounted  for  by  the  general 
increase  in  trade.  This  encouraged  us  to 
extend  the  principle  to  include  men's 
toiletries,  a  photographic  section  and  self- 
medication  products.  After  a  year  (ie  two 
years  ago),  the  shop  was  enlarged  by 
reducing  the  area  of  the  dispensary  and 


the  men's  toiletries  were  put  on  customer 
selection.  At  the  same  time  the  dis- 
pensary was  refitted.  At  the  rear  of  the 
shop  we  have  a  counter  for  the  sale  of 
medicines  where  advice  is  still  required 
by  the  purchaser  and  cosmetics  are  also 
kept  as  counter  sales  down  the  other  side 
of  the  shop. 

"As  I  said  earlier,  this  was  an  invest- 
ment which  has  proved  worthwhile.  The 
bulk  of  the  refit  work  was  done  in  three 
days  over  the  weekend,  that  is  to  say  on 
Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday.  The  finish- 
ing work  took  four  more  working  days. 
With  my  own  definite  views  on  what  I 
wanted  I  simply  went  to  three  companies 
currently  advertising  in  the  trade  press 
and  invited  three  quotations  for  the  work. 

"The  refit  has  made  no  alteration  to 
the  number  of  staff  employed  but  has 
certainly  increased  turnover  and  profit- 
ability. Pilfering  is  not  a  problem  with 
loyal  and  observant  staff.  A  final  point  of 
interest  is  that  if  one  replaces  the  shop 
front  then  the  public  immediately  notice. 
A  purely  internal  refit  takes  time  for  the 
public  to  become  aware  of  it." 

Space  for  dispensary 

Several  chemists  felt  that  a  major  need 
was  to  reduce  the  dispensary  space  in 
any  modernisation  programme.  For 
example:  "In  1963  I  purchased  these 
premises  and  after  three  months  decided 
that  the  counter  space  was  outmoded  and 
that  the  proportion  of  space  devoted  to  the 
dispensary  and  shop  area  was  completely 
wrong.  When  I  took  over  the  premises 
the  dispensary  and  store  room  behind  took 
seven-eighths  of  the  total  shop  area.  Thus 
only  one  eighth  of  the  total  area  was 
available  for  the  public  to  see  and  buy 
the  merchandise. 

"Initially,  I  did  not  know  how  the 
premises  would  finish  up  but  I  was  deter- 
mined to  devote  far  more  area  to  the  shop 
and  enable  most  items  to  be  sold  on  the 
customer  selection  basis.  I  have  learned 
the  hard  way  and  now  I  have  one-eighth 
of  the  total  premises  area  devoted  to  the 
dispensary  and  seven-eights  used  for  sales 
to  the  public. 

"The  first  refit,  which  involved  extend- 
ing the  shop,  took  three  days  and  the 
addition  of  further  shelving  later  on  took 
a  further  day.  This  was  all  done  very 
piecemeal  and  as  finance  allowed.  Some- 
time later  the  shopfront  was  replaced  and 
this  operation  took  three  days  over  one 
weekend.  On  a  third  further  occasion 
other  customer  seection  units  were  intro- 
duced. Also  during  this  period  the  dis- 
pensary was  refitted.  The  store,  which 
previously  took  up  some  area  of  the  shop 
has  been  removed  to  an  extension  of  the 
premises  built  over  a  back  yard.  Planning 
permission  for  this  was  successfully  ob- 
tained from  the  local  council. 

"So  now,  after  a  very  haphazard  de- 
velopment, I  have  a  modern  self-service 
type  of  shop  based  on  local  trade.  In  terms 
of  turnover  it  has  increased  six  or  seven 
times  since  1963  and  this  must  be  credited 
to  some  extent  to  the  modernisation." 

Another  pharmacist  interviewed  high- 
lights several  points: 

□  Always  obtain  competitive  quotations 
for  shopfitting. 

□  Not  only  sales  techniques  but  stock 


recording  systems  require  modification 
when  self  selection  is  adopted. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  article  w 
interviewed  20  men  on  buying  their  own 
toiletries  and  17  complained  that  self- 
service  and  "easy  access"  seldom  applied 
to  their  products.  Eleven  said  they  fre- 
quently "wandered  in  and  wandered  ou 
because  I  didn't  see  what  I  wanted". 

Pilfering  in  self-service  outlets  is  be 
coming  a  major  problem  in  many  areas 
and  extra  vigilance  may  be  necessary. 

Space  prevents  the  quotation  of  other 
interviews  but  the  following  summaries 
may  be  of  interest: 

Pharmacy  on  a  bus  route  linking  two 
main  shopping  areas  in  South  London 
Trade  "all  local".  Complete  reconstruc 
tion  of  whole  premises,  including  redesign 
of  shopfront,  self -selection  inside,  at  a  cost 
of  £14,000.  Turnover  has  increased  at 
"national  average".  Pilfering  1  per  cent. 

Earls  Court. — Internal  refit  only  at  a 
cost  of  £1,000.  No  turnover  increase 
beyond  average.  Pilfering  3-4  per  cent. 

Streatham. — Complete  modernisation  at 
a  cost  of  £4,000.  Sales  increased  40  per 
cent  over  two  years. 

Heme   Hill,   South   London. — Internal 
refit  at  a  cost  of  about  £500.  Sales  in 
creased  10  per  cent  in  last  year. 

West  London. — Complete  modernisa 
tion  at  a  cost  of  £3,600.  Sales  increased 
20  per  cent  in  one  year. 

North   London. — Complete  modernisa 
tion.  Cost  not  stated  "but  increase  in  turn- 
over in  the  first  six  months  covered  the 
running  cost  of  the  investment".  No  pil 
fering  problems. 

High  Street,  East  London. — Complete 
modernisation  at  a  cost  of  £5,000  two 
years  ago.  From  scratch,  turnover  12 
months'  after  opening  was  £50,000.  Pilfer 
ing  a  "considerable"  problem. 

On  a  national  basis  the  conclusion  is 
quite  clear:  improved  trading  above  the 
average  normally  follows  modernisation 
At  a  personal  level  the  final  decision  must 
be  made  with  your  bank  manager  or 
accountant  and  based  on  local  conditions 
not  forgetting  the  future.  In  one  survey 
published  some  time  ago  one  respondent 
who  had  spent  a  considerable  sum  on  a 
modernisation  programme  reported  a  drop 
in  turnover  following  the  imposition  of 
double  yellow  lines  outside  his  premises. 

How  you  will  finance  the  modernisa- 
tion is  also  of  importance  and  if  you  are 
not  using  your  own  capital  the  cost  of 
servicing  the  loan  should  be  considered. 
If  you  are  using  your  own  resources  you 
should  also  consider  the  return  this  money 
might  get,  suitably  invested.  Certainly 
money  is  easier  to  obtain  now  than  it  has 
been  for  some  time  and  a  number  of  the 
shopfitting  companies  offer  their  own 
finance;  internal  fittings  may  be  leased 
as  well  as  bought — usually  at  a  cost  of 
between  £5  and  £10  a  month  for  the 
average  shop. 

Having  reached  a  "go"  decision  how 
do  you  proceed?  Among  chemists  inter- 
viewed there  seemed  to  be  a  confusion  as 
to  how  to  select  a  reputable  company  to 
undertake  the  work.  As  already  stressed, 
it  is  important  to  have  some  ideas  as  to 
what  you  have  in  mind  before  entering 
into  discussions  and  always  take  at  least 
two  estimates. 
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Space  problems  solved 
at  Hatfield  pharmacy 


i  August  1970,  Mr  D.  Hodson  requested 
le  NPU  pharmacy  planning  department 
)  help  him  to  sort  out  his  problems  in 

busy  estate  precinct  pharmacy  at  8  High 
iew,  Hatfield,  Herts.  At  this  time  his 
ispensing  business  was  a  high  proportion 
f  his  turnover  but  as  his  local  doctors' 
rrgeries  were  gradually  being  re-located 
)me  distance  away  from  the  pharmacy 
ad  consolidating  into  group  practices,  it 
'as  anticipated  that  some  loss  of  turnover 
ould  be  felt  on  the  dispensing  side. 

It  was,  therefore,  necessary  to  concen- 
ate  more  attention  to  the  counter  sales 

I  order  to  combat  these  possible  losses. 
Jo  space  was  available  for  the  extension 
f  the  property  by  the  addition  of  build- 
lg.  The  space  occupied  by  the  existing 
hop,  dispensary,  stockroom  and  staffroom 
as,  therefore,  to  be  utilised  to  the  full. 

mailer  stocks 

i  order  to  obtain  a  larger  shop  space, 

II  storage  was  moved  to  the  small  lock-up 
arage  space  at  the  rear  of  the  shop.  No 
irge  reserve  stocks  would,  in  future,  be 
arried.  Instead,  as  much  merchandise  as 
ossible  would  be  within  the  shop  and 
iispensary  and  only  a  small  reserve  for 
^ntinuity  of  stock  would  be  carried  in 
le  lock-up  garage  at  the  rear. 

At  that  time,  this  valuable  space  was 
sed  for  bottles,  old  display  stands  and 
artons.  This  area,  properly  fitted,  became 
le  new  stockroom.  The  existing  dispen- 
iry  was  moved  to  the  back  of  the  shop 
nd  reduced  in  size  by  using  fittings  that 
oncentrated  a  large  amount  of  shelf  space 
l  a  very  small  ground  area. 

The  existing  office  and  staff  space  was 
jduced  in  size  and  the  two  combined, 
hus,  an  additional  10ft  of  shop  length 
/as  available.  The  layout  of  the  shop  was 
d  encourage  as  much  impulse  purchasing 
rom  open-sell  units  as  possible  but,  at 
le  same  time  allowing  reasonable  gang- 
ways for  the  movement  of  customers; 
ided  by  the  sequence  merchandising  dis- 
lay,  it  was  hoped  that  all  parts  of  the 
hop  would  now  be  visited  by  customers 
istead  of  only  the  counter  service  areas 
s  was  the  case  prior  to  replanning. 

The  suggested  scheme  prepared  by  the 
tIPU  was  distributed  to  a  selection  of 
heir  recommended  shopfitters,  which  in- 
luded  Olney  Brothers  Ltd,  with  whom 
Ir  Hodson  placed  his  contract.  Some 
mendments  were  made  to  the  layout  to 
ccommodate  Interplan  System  80,  Mr 
lodson's  choice  being  swayed  somewhat 
y  the  availability  of  the  complete  system 
ffered  by  Olney  Brothers  and,  particu- 

rly,   specialised   items   that  were  not 

adily  available  from  their  competitors. 

Mr  Hodson  compared  various  recom- 

ended  NPU  shopfitters'  systems  by 
paking  inspections  of  the  many  refits 
tirried  out  by  the  company  for  the  NPU 


members  under  the  pharmacy  planning 
scheme.  He  finally  visited  Olney's  show- 
rooms at  Berkhamsted  to  investigate  the 
system  closely  and  inspect  construction 
of  units  in  production  at  their  factory. 

The  dispensary  was  fitted  out  and  stocks 
moved  back  into  the  new  dispensary  units. 
The  shopfittings  were  installed,  filling  the 
space  vacated  by  the  dispensary  and  mer- 
chandise moved  to  new  positions  and  so 
on  around  the  shop  area.  Due  to  the  high 
and  untidy  nature  of  the  ceiling,  a 
suspended  ceiling  was  installed  to  draw 
the  eye's  attention  downwards,  to  reduce 
heat  loss  and  give  a  better  appearance. 

Installation  time  took  no  more  than 
three  days  including  the  ceiling  which  was 
fitted  during  a  half-day  closing.  Since  this 
installation,  Mr  Hodson  has  reported  that 
his  set  aims  had  been  accomplished  and 
that  the  improvements  in  his  turnover 
"have  gone  from  strength  to  strength". 

The  surprising  thing  is  the  dispensing 
has  not  lost  out  and  is  still  maintaining 


The  slimmed-down  dispensary 

its  original  quotation  for  prescriptions, 
the  handling  of  which  has  been  further 
improved  by  the  use  of  the  electronic 
tablet  counter  recently  introduced  by  the 
NPU  business  services  department.  Being 
a  satisfied  customer  Mr  Hodson  has  asked 
Olney  Brothers  to  prepare  quotations  for 
a  new  venture  in  the  town. 


The  layout  of  the  Hatfield  shop  has  been  aimed  at  encouraging  impulse  buying 
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Corner  site 
pharmacy 
doubles  its 
turnover 

It  is  by  no  means  unusual  for  a  pharma- 
cist to  return  to  his  hometown  and  set  up 
on  his  own  account  after  gaining  experi- 
ence elsewhere. 

One  who  recently  did  this  was  Mr  A.  G. 
Sim  who  moved  from  being  a  branch 
manager  in  Aberdeen  to  open  a  pharmacy 
in  his  native  Fraserburgh.  A  pharmacist 
was  retiring  there  and  his  shop  in  the 
town  centre  was  due  for  demolition.  Mr 
Sim  took  over  the  option  on  some  new 
premises  across  the  road  from  the  old 
shop  but  had  to  virtually  start  from 
scratch  to  turn  the  shell  of  a  store  into 
a  fully-fledged  chemist's  shop. 

Looking  at  the  claims  of  various  shop- 
fitters  he  was  impressed  by  an  article  on 
a  new  shop  fitted  out  at  Linlithgow  for 
Mr  J.  Crawford  Lamb  who  until  recently 
was  chairman  of  the  Scottish  Pharma- 
ceutical Federation.  The  article  (see  C&D, 
May  29,  1971,  p  686)  showed  that  the  work 
had  been  carried  out  by  Dollar-Rae  Ltd, 
Glasgow  and  followed  preliminary  plans 
drawn  up  by  the  NPU's  pharmacy 
planning  department. 


Hlliillf: 

i&lllilift; 


Display  islands:  invitation  to  customers  to 

In  this  case,  the  shopfitting  was  a  com- 
plete operation — outside  and  inside, 
plumbing  and  wiring,  floor,  walls  and 
ceiling,  as  well  as  all  shelving  and  display 
cabinets.  They  were  able  to  provide  a  wide 
selection  of  display  shelf  units,  each  par- 
ticularly suited  to  the  many  and  varied 
lines  carried. 

Environment  was  the  shopfitter's  next 
priority  largely  because  in  today's  com- 
petitive situation  this  is  a  function  of 
display.  Colourful  decor,  good  lighting,  a 
pleasant  feeling  from  ceiling  to  floor,  this 
is  what  encourages  the  customer  to  linger, 
and  to  go  out  with  three  purchases  when 
she  came  in  for  one. 

Of  course  the  outside  appearance  of  the 


walk  around  in  Mr  Sim's  pharmacy 

shop  is  of  paramount  importance — a  per- 
manent advertisement  for  the  shop's  wares. 
Mr  Sim  believes  that  he  has  obtained 
maximum  use  of  the  corner  site  the  shop 
occupies.  Waist  high  window  displays  give 
the  best  of  both  worlds — allowing  goods 
to  be  shown  in  the  window  and  also 
letting  the  potential  customer  see  over  the 
top  into  the  inside  of  the  store  itself,  a 
method  winning  new  business. 

Already,  Mr  Sim's  sales  are  running  at 
double  the  level  of  the  old  shop  across 
the  street,  and  he  looks  forward  to  the 
future.  His  wife,  too,  is  a  pharmacist, 
and  perhaps  when  their  young  family  take 
up  less  of  her  time,  9he  will  join  him 
in  the  shop. 


§        All  \ 
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Volumatic  security  products  are 
manufactured  under  stringent  qual- 
ity control  and  are  backed  by  a  one 
year  written  guarantee. 
The  Volumatic  Company  has  12 
years  specialised  knowledge  of 
retail  security  and  a  network  of 
highly  trained  security  consultants 
covering  the  country. 
You  have  a  shoplifting  problem  -  we 
have  the  answer! 

Volumatic  wide-angle  convex 
mirrors,  the  most  effective  low  cost 
method  of  pilferage  control,  used 
extensively  throughout  the  UK  and 
supplied   to  many  security  I  I 

conscious  retailers  overseas.  I  I 

A  security  notice  is  supplied  free 
with  every  mirror,  as  an  extra  posi- 
tive deterrent  to  shoplifting. 
Remember  that  Volumatic  mirror 
prices  contain  no  hidden  extras.  All 
prices  are  inclusive  of  packing, 
insurance  and  carriage  charges. 
Volumatic  2-way  observation 
mirrors  are  a  new  powerful  aid  to 
cutting  pilferage  losses.  Two  types 
are  available  —  Stripview  with  a 
Venetian  silver  strip  finish,  and 
Clearview  which  is  indistinguish- 
able from  an  ordinary  mirror.  Both 
are  ideal  for  additional  store 
surveillance. 


Volumatic  Security  Products 


Volumatic  Security 
Consultants  cover  the 
country.  Ask  for  one  to  call 
Write  or  telephone 


made  to  make  you  profit 

i Take  the  short  cut  to  greater  profits  ■ 


The  latest  Volumatic  security  pro- 
duct is  a  Cash  Carrying  Case 

which,  when  snatched,  sounds  an 
ear  piercing  audible  alarm  and  sends 
off  clouds  of  dense  orange  smoke. 
The  cash  is  stained  and  made  use- 
less to  the  thief,  and  the  carrier  is 
protected  with  a  year's  free  insur- 
ance. It's  a  foolproof  way  to  | 
carry  cash. 
Solve  your  security  problem  now  - 
don't  wait  -  send  for  literature 
today.  Simply  tick  the  boxes,  cut 
out  this  advertisement,  attach  it  to 
your  letter  heading  and  return  it  to 
us.  We  will  do  the  rest. 
If  you  feel  that  your  store  has 
special  security  problems,  tick  this 
box  for  a  Volumatic  security  con- 
sultant to  call.  There  is  one  in  your 
area  -  you'll  find  his  advice  | 
invaluable. 

The  Volumatic  Company  Dept  C 
Taurus  House  Kingfield  Road 
Coventry  CV6  5AS  England 
Telephone  (0203)  84217/8/9 


J 
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Floorspace 
shortage 
overcome  by 
new  fittings 

Mr  S.  B.  Scorah  has  four  pharmacies  around  the 
Manchester  area.  One  of  these,  at  Hazel  Grove, 
Cheshire,  last  month  moved  its  premises  because  the 
lease  had  expired  and  the  owner  wanted  to  expand 
the  site. 

A  small  grocer's  shop  had  become  empty  nearby 
so  Mr  Scorah  decided  to  take  this  and  have  it  fitted 
out  with  modern  display  shelving. 

The  contract  was  placed  with  Showrax  of 
Northfleet,  Kent  and  they,  according  to  the 
manageress,  Mrs  N.  E.  Rogerson,  carried  out  the 
work  with  exceptional  speed. 

Although  the  floor  space  is  limited  as  the 
illustration  indicates,  the  shelving  utilised  and 
the  way  in  which  it  has  been  deployed  has  meant 
that  much  more  stock  can  be  accommodated  and, 
better  still,  sold  through  its  being  seen  by  the 
customer. 

Mrs  Rogerson  told  C&D  that  the  new  shop  is 
much  brighter  and  pleasanter  to  work  in  than  the 
former  one  with  "its  heavy,  dark  fittings". 

Showrax  say  that  they  employed  their  Eureka 
instore  system.  They  add  that  the  many  colour 
choices  available  enable  individual  chemists  or 
groups  of  chemists,  to  achieve  their  own  image. 
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Making  the  most  of  the  space  at  Mr  Scorah's  pharmacy 


In  36  years  you  learn  a  lot  about 

I  ,K/)f1ft f  cfc'  «Hftf\Q       You  learn  what  Chemists  liKe' and  what  they 

vllvlllltjlv)    VjllVNrtJ        dislike.  You  learn  what  they  need  and  what  is 

I  simply  in  the  way.  So  when  you  use  this 

knowledge  which  you  have  acquired  over  the 
years,  put  it  together  and  produce  a  complete  shopfitting  system,  you  have  something  that  will 
suit  every  Chemist  from  his  dispensary  through  to  his  front  door.  The  Dollar  System  is  custom 
built  for  Chemists  and  completely  unique  in  this  respect. 

As  far  as  customers  are  concerned,  the  Dollar  System  provides  a  bright,  colourful  shopping 
environment  incorporating  the  individual  character  of  an  independent  chemist.  Goods  are  displayed 
to  best  advantage  and  the  proven  effect  on  sales  has  shown  to  be  extremely  impressive. 

In  these  ways,  the  Dollar  System  pays  for  itself,  by  increasing  turnover,  increasing  efficiency, 
and  increasing  profit.  If  you  would  like  to  hear  more,  get  in  touch  with  us. 


DOLLAR-RAE  SHOPFITTERS 
FREE  POST  GLASGOW  G5  9SJ 

Telephone  041  -429  1055 

The  Dollar 

System 

m 

DOLLAR-RAE 
SHOPFITTERS 


750 — Chemist  &  Druggist    May  27,  1972 


KARU-SELL 

money  spinner 

A  roundabout  way  of  increasing  your  profitability 


Diamond  shaped  shelves, 
exclusive  to  KARU-SELL, 
achieve  easier  merchandising, 
better  visibility  than  conventional 
circular  types. 

KARU-SELL  provides 
41£  sq.  ft.  of  impact  display 
in  only  85  sq.  ft.  floor  area. 

Outstanding  features  include  :□  Complete  'castor' mobility. 

□  Fully  rotary.  Q  Shelves  adjustable  for  height  and  slope. 

□  Tumble  and  binning  display  facilities.  Q  Glass  risers, 
sub-dividers,  front  retainer  bar,  chrome  grills.  Q  Ticket  rails. 
Three-way  commodity  indicator.  □  Pegboard  panels. 

Another  'winner' by  Showrax,  manufacturers  of  Eureka 
Instore  Display  Equipment. 

j  To:  KARU-SELL  DIVISION,  SHOWRAX  LTD.,  TOWER  WORKS, 
NORTHFLEET,  KENT.  Tel:  No.  GRAVESEND  60671  (10  lines) 
>  Please  supply  me  with  further  details  of  revolutionary  Karu-Sell 

!  NAME 


COMPANY 


ADDRESS 


Tel.  No. 


VC  5/7?  j 


INTERESTED  IN  SOMETHING  J 
EXCITINGLY  NEW  FOR  YOU  • 

Well,  Interplan  System 
80  has  been  developed 
for  your  pharmacy  to 
give  scope  and  imagin- 
ation to  your  modern- 
isation scheme. 

Why  not  inspect  for 
yourself  in  our  show- 
rooms or  write  for  details 
on  this  system  with  a 
difference  ? 

OLNEY  BROS.  (SHOPFITTERS)  LTD. 

JADO  HOUSE,  NORTHBRIDGE  RD.,  BERKHAMSTED,  HERTS. 
TELEPHONE:  BERKHAMSTED  5417/9 


The  only 

BEVELLED  TONGUE  DEPRESSOR 

in  the  world. 

Applicators  also  available 
AYRES  BIOPSY  CERVICAL  SCRAPERS 

This  high  quality  scraper  immediately  available 
in  large  quantities.  Special  prices  for  bulk  orders. 

ASHWOOD  TIMBER  &  PLASTICS  LTD., 


Plyfa  House,  Leven  Road,  London  EI4  0LW 


Tel:  01-987  6343/6461 


Information ! 

Where  are  the  main  overseas 
Pharmaceutical 
organisations  located  ? 

You  will  find  the 
answers  in 

CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST 
DIRECTORY  1972 

Special  offer  to  C&D 
Subscribers  only 

£3.00  plus  40p  postage  and  handling. 
Order  from : 

CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST 

25  New  Street  Square 
London  EC4A  3JA 
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New  image  for  a  Channel 
Island  pharmacy 


3ne  of  the  oldest  established  pharmacies 
n  Jersey  has  had  a  "facelift"  this  month, 
[t  is  at  45  Halkett  Place,  St  Helier,  and 
here  has  been  a  pharmacy  there  since  at 
east  1888  when  a  Mr  J.  B.  Baker  was 
a  practice.  He  sold  out  in  1912  to  Mr 
Le  Quesne;  his  nephew  served  his 
apprenticeship  there  and  after  running  a 
oharmacy  elsewhere  for  30  years  he  took 
t  over  in  1950. 

A  branch  was  opened  but  this  month 
las  seen  its  closing  and  the  business 
:oncentrated  at  Halkett  Place. 

Mr  G.  Le  Quesne,  son  of  H.  H.  Le 
Quesne,  is  taking  over  the  business  from 
lis  father  and  as  the  branch  shop  was 
neing  merged  with  the  main  one  he 
iecided  it  was  time  to  bring  the  premises 
lp  to  date  because  little  had  been  done 
n  the  way  of  refitting  for  85  years. 

Despite  this  age  Mr  Le  Quesne's  decision 
:o  modernise  was  a   bold   one  as  his 


pharmacy  was  well  established  and  quite 
a  landmark  on  the  island  of  Jersey.  How- 
ever, plans  were  agreed  with  the  NPU 
for  the  enlargement  of  the  shop  selling 
space  and  the  re-organisation  and  siting 
of  the  dispensary  and  general  offices  of 
the  pharmacy.  On  acceptance  of  their 
layout  a  selection  of  shopfitters  were  asked 
to  submit  schemes  and  quotations  and 
Fyne  Storefitters  Ltd  of  Hertford  were 
considered  to  have  the  range  of  shop- 
fitting  most  suitable  for  Mr  Le  Quesne's 
needs,  being  contemporary  and  modern 
in  its  design  but  carrying  the  hallmark  of 
tradition  with  it.  Each  unit  and  item  of 
shop  equipment  was  individually  packed 
in  corrugated  card  and  carefully  stowed 
into  a  British  Rail  container  for  the  safe 
conveyance  and  passage  to  Jersey.  Every 
item  arrived  in  good  order  without  dam- 
age and  in  perfect  condition  for  direct 
installation  into  the  pharmacy. 


Left:  Section  of  the  newly-fitted  phar- 
macy showing  dispensary  beyond.  A 
similar  shot  taken  before  recent  refit  is 
below  (left) 

Above:  The  old  entrance,  now  removed 
to  provide  a  display  area 
Below:  Packing  up  the  fittings  at  Fyne 
Storefitters  ready  for  transport  to  Jersey 

The  old  units  were  carefully  removed 
because  the  local  Societe  Jersiaise  Museum 
had  expressed  interest  in  having  certain 
items  such  as  the  drug  drawers  for  show- 
ing as  excellent  examples  of  a  bygone  age 
of  shopfitting  in  pharmacy. 

The  programme  of  installation  was 
started  in  the  dispensary  at  the  rear  of 
the  premises  with  a  gradual  progression 
forward  until  the  entire  internal  installa- 
tion, which  included  carpet  tiles,  was 
complete. 

An  interesting  but  unsatisfactory  corner 
door  which  formed  the  main  entrance 
was  removed,  this  space  being  turned  into 
a  display  area,  and  a  new  shopfront  was 
installed  to  the  front  elevation  of  the 
premises.  The  results  were  as  Mr  Le 
Quesne  expected — a  bold  new  look  which 
he  reports  has  been  accepted  and  appre- 
ciated by  98  per  cent  of  his  regular 
customers.  The  promised  date  of  comple- 
tion was  maintained  and  the  programme 
completed  with  the  minimum  disruption 
of  the  business. 

Mr  Le  Quesne's  only  complaint  was 
that  the  job  had  not  been  done  years  ago 
— but  this  is  no  fault  of  the  shopfitter. 
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How  the  NPU  lends  a 
hand  with  advice 


In  the  early  1960s,  when  many  retail  shops, 
particularly  the  grocers  and  at  least  one 
multiple  chemist,  were  rapidly  modernis- 
ing their  premises,  retail  pharmacists  were, 
in  the  main,  content  to  leave  things  as 
they  were.  Not  until  they  noticed  that 
self-selection  and  other  modern  merchan- 
dising methods  were  paying  off  and 
threatening  their  turnover  did  they  begin 
to  take  the  matter  seriously.  At  first  it  was 
perhaps  the  keen  do-it-yourself  chemist 
who,  with  or  without  the  aid  of  his  local 
joiner,  made  alterations  during  the  week- 
end, etc.  Some  who  wanted  assistance  in 
the  planning  stages  would  write  to  the 
National  Pharmaceutical  Union,  and  not 
a  few  sought  the  advice  of  Inquiry 
Department  of  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

By  1965  such  was  the  interest  shown  by 
chemists  in  modernising  their  premises 
that  the  NPU  started  a  pharmacy  mod- 
ernisation section  to  give  expert  advice 
quickly  to  its  members.  At  first,  for  a 
ludicrously  low  fee,  a  member  could  get 
from  the  department  advice  on  the  best 
type  of  fittings  for  any  particular  phar- 
macy, a  lay-out  plan  and  expert  assistance. 
Before  advice  was  given  it  was  often 
necessary  for  the  department's  consultant 
to  visit  the  premises  for  an  additional 
standard  fee  of  £5,  whether  the  premises 
were  located  in  the  Orkneys  or  Jersey,  in 
London  or  Belfast,  before  the  advice  was 
given.  It  will  be  realised  therefore  that 
the  department  was  scarcely  out  to  make 
money  and  it  was  no  surprise  that  many 
pharmacists  chose  to  avail  themselves  of 
this  facility. 

The  present  fee  is  variable  but  limited 
to  £20,  so  the  charge  still  represents  good 
value  for  money.  Even  that  amount  is 
often  refunded  by  the  NPU  if  the 
contract  is  awarded  to  certain  "approved" 
shopfitters. 

Questionnaire 

When  a  member  has  indicated  his  inten- 
tion to  fit  out  new  premises  or  refit  his 
present  shop,  the  first  thing  the  depart- 
ment does  is  to  send  a  fairly  extensive 
questionnaire  to  the  member  for  comple- 
tion. From  the  replies  to  those  questions, 
the  NPU  consultant,  Mr  K.  E.  Long,  is 
able  to  get  a  broad  picture  of  the  situa- 
tion and  might  even  be  able  to  have  a 
rough  plan  drawn  up.  But  often  it  re- 
quires a  visit  to  the  site  so  that  problems, 
not  always  apparent  from  the  question- 
naire, can  be  discussed. 

On  his  return  a  lay-out  plan  is  drawn 
up  and  submitted.  When  ultimately  agreed 
the  drawings  go  to  a  number  of  shop- 
fitters  with  an  invitation  to  tender.  In 
addition  to  the  normal  circle  of  shop- 
fitters  used  by  the  NPU,  the  member  is, 
of  course,  quite  free  to  seek  quotations 
from  anywhere  and  the  final  choice  is 
always  made  by  him.  The  NPU  set  out 
to  guide  and  advise  what  they  think  is 


best  for  any  particular  shop.  They  also 
offer  their  service  as  an  arbitrator  should 
a  dispute  between  member  and  shopfitter 
arise. 

The  need  for  arbitration  is  now  rare, 
say  the  NPU.  This  could  well  be  due  to 
"education"  on  both  sides.  The  member 
is  provided  with  a  check  list  and  invited 
to  go  through  it  point  by  point  with  the 
shoplifter' s  representative  when  he  calls 
with  the  estimate.  By  so  doing  the  mem- 
ber ensures  that  all  necessary  points  have 
been  covered  and  no  items  left  out  of  his 
estimate  or  drawing  which  he  had  in- 
tended to  incorporate. 

For  the  shopfitters  it  must  be  said  that 
their  knowledge  built  up  over  the  last 
six  years,  particularly  of  the  problems 
peculiar  to  a  pharmacy,  has  grown  enor- 
mously as  the  number  of  those  using 
their  services  has  increased. 


Rural  pharmacy 
boosts  takings 
after  refit 

After  several  years  of  operation  of  the 
NPU  planning  service  it  was  decided  to 
seek  the  co-operation  of  some  of  those 
whom  they  had  assisted  to  see  what 
results  had  taken  place  as  a  result  of  the 
modernisation.  Certain  information  on 
turnover  and  prescription  numbers  were 
sought  over  a  number  of  years.  One  of 
the  pharmacists  responding  was  Mr 
Donald  Cawdell,  director  of  Higgins  & 
Gee  Ltd,  in  Wainfleet,  Lines.  Wainfleet 
being  only  a  large  village  (population 
1,250)  Mr  Cawdell  has  no  pharmacist- 
opposition  and  could  therefore  more 
easily  have  adopted  a  laisser  faire  atti- 
tude towards  his  premises. 

That  he  did  not  he  is  now  eternally 
grateful  because  of  the  improved  financial 
returns  as  well  as  better  working  con- 
ditions that  have  ensued. 

Mr  Cawdell  describes  his  business  as 
"medium  class  in  a  mainly  agricultural 
area". 

In  1967  the  total  turnover  was  around 
£24.000  a  year  with  a  prescription  volume 
of  21.000  NHS.  During  the  next  year  a 
new  shop  front  was  erected  and  the  in- 
terior modernised  partially  using  existing 
mahogany  fittings. 

By  the  end  of  1970  the  turnover  had 
risen  by  35-7  per  cent  to  £32,500.  Prescrip- 
tions during  1970  totalled  nearly  22,500. 
The  next  year  saw  little  change  in  the 
number  of  prescriptions  at  22.600  but  the 
gross  turnover  totalled  £34,600.  In  the 
first  quarter  of  the  present  year  turnover 
was  up  by  12  per  cent  and  prescriptions 
by  nine  per  cent. 


Although  there  would  appear  to  be 
"flat"  period  during  1971  bearing  in  mind 
the  inflation,  if  one  takes  the  period  fror 
the  shop  refit  to  the  end  of  the  first  quarteil 
of  this  year  the  rise  is  well  above  average! 
and  gives  ample  grounds  for  Mr  Cawf 
dell's  enthusiasm  over  the  change. 


Shopfitting 
Round-up 


A  clear  plastic  divider  designed  to  allowl 
related  item  selling  is  now  available  from\ 
the    Volumatic    Co,    Coventry,    as  anw 
optional     extra     with     the  company's] 
Futurama  bin  shown  above. 

Anti-theft  devices 

Volumatic  Co,  Taurus  House,  Kingfield 
Road,  Coventry,  can  supply  a  range  of 
anti-theft  mirrors  for  use  in  retailing, 
point  of  purchase  and  display  bins,  indus- 
trial safety  mirrors  and  a  recently  intro- 
duced cash  carrying  case.  This  latest  pro- 
duct is  said  to  be  the  only  one  of  its 
type  at  present  available  in  the  UK. 

Air  conditioners 

Electric  heater  batteries  are  now  available 
on  many  of  the  Riello  air  conditioners 
supplied  by  Aircomfort  Products  Ltd,  28 
Sun  Street,  Waltham  Abbey,  Essex.  Four 
compact  models  for  room  air  conditioning 
are  included.  Of  particular  interest  is  the 
203  Model  suffixed  H,  equipped  with  a 
reverse  cycle  heat  pump.  This  is  designed 
for  year-round  application  and  will  pro- 
vide, in  addition  to  air  conditioning,  a 
low-cost  source  of  heat  in  mild  climates. 
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Scottish  candidates 


The  following  eleven  canadidates  have 
been  nominated  for  election  to  the 
Executive    of   the   Scottish  Department. 

George  Washington  Allan,  Edinburgh, 
qualified  1949.  After  being  manager  in  general 
practice,  entered  the  industry  as  a  medical 
representative ;  since  been  engaged  in  man- 
agement assignments.  Recently  became  pro- 
prietor pharmacist.  Member  of  committee  of 
Edinburgh  and  South-eastern  Scottish  Branch 
since  1962  and  is  immediate  past  chairman. 

Charles  Richard  Blythe,  Douglas,  registered 

1953.  National  Service  in  Royal  Navy.  Has 
been  manager  of  a  multiple  pharmacy  and 
nine  years  as  a  medical  representative.  Now 
proprietor  of  a  rural  pharmacy  in  Douglas, 
and  of  a  part-time  pharmacy  in  Muirkirk. 
Former  secretary  and  treasurer,  Doncaster 
Branch ;  former  assistant  secretary,  Glasgow 
and  West  of  Scotland  Branch  ;  former  secre- 
tary, Lanarkshire  Branch,  and  now  its  careers 
officer.  Member  of  Lanarkshire  Local  Phar- 
maceutical Committee  :  member  of  the  Scot- 
tish Executive  since  1969. 

Gordon  Hugh  Veitch  Campbell,  Tarbert, 
Argyll,  registered  1959.  Proprietor  pharma- 
cist. Was  a  member  of  the  Executive  1968- 
71.  He  has  been  a  member  of  Argyll  and 
Bute  Local  Pharmaceutical  Committee,  and 
Pharmaceutical  General  Council  (Scotland) 
for  ten  years ;  member  of  Standing  Com- 
mittee (Scotland),  1968-71.  Member  of  the 
Society's  agricultural  and  veterinary  group. 

Mary  Dawson,  Airdrie,  registered  1943. 
Three  years  in  the  business  of  the  late 
Charles  Dawson,  Aberfeldy,  and  then 
returned  to  the  then  Royal  Technical  College, 
Glasgow,  gaining  the  Pereira  Medal  in  1947. 
Graduated  PhD,  University  of  Glasgow,  in 

1954.  Now  senior  lecturer,  department  of 


pharmaceutical  technology.  University  of 
Strathclyde.  Past  president  of  the  graduates' 
association  of  the  University — the  first  time 
a  pharmacist  has  been  president  of  any 
University  graduates'  association.  Co-opted 
to  the  Executive  in  June  1971. 

Stanley  Driver,  Carluke,  qualified  1947, 
having  served  in  the  RAMC,  1939-1946. 
Entered  hospital  pharmacy  at  Leeds  General 
Infirmary,  moving  to  Huddersfield  Royal 
Infirmary,  then  to  George  Eliot  Hospital, 
Nuneaton,  and  finally  to  Law  Hospital,  Car- 
luke, in  1963,  where  now  group  chief  phar- 
macist. Past  chairman,  Lanarkshire  Pharma- 
ceutical Committee,  past  member  of  council, 
Guild  of  Hospital  Pharmacists.  Past  member. 
Leeds  and  Huddersfield  Local  Pharmaceutical 
Committee.  Was  a  member  of  the  Eastern 
Region  Hospitals  Pharmaceutical  Advisory 
Committee,  which  has  just  completed  its 
work. 

James  Hay  Henderson,  Dunfermline, 
registered  1945.  Employed  at  Western  General 
Hospital,  Edinburgh,  until  1950,  when 
entered  industry  on  galenical  production, 
later  transferring  to  wholesaling.  Past  chair- 
man and  treasurer,  Edinburgh  and  South- 
eastern Scottish  Branch.  Member  of  the 
Executive  1964-67:  was  a  member  of  the 
Standing  Pharmaceutical  Advisory  Committee 
retiring  in  1967  on  transfer  to  Liverpool. 
While  in  Liverpool,  was  a  member  of  the 
Chester  Branch  committee  and  of  Liverpool 
Chemists  Association.  Committee  member, 
Fife  Branch. 

John  MacLean,  Auchinleck,  registered 
1929.  Director  of  private  comnany  in  general 
practice.  Member  of  the  Executive  since 
1962  and  chairman  for  the  past  year.  Mem- 
ber of  the  Society's  agricultural  and  veter- 
inary subcommittee.  Past  chairman,  Ayrshire 


Branch :  chairman,  Ayrshire  Local  Pharma- 
ceutical Committee,  member  Ayrshire  Exe- 
cutive Council.  Member  of  Glasgow  regional 
committee  of  the  Scottish  Pharmaceutical 
Federation. 

John  Rutherford,  Kirkcaldy,  registered 
1955.  Proprietor  pharmacist,  holding  director- 
ships in  two  limited  companies.  Committee 
member  of  Fife  Branch  since  its  formation 
in  1960 :  secretary,  Local  Pharmaceutical 
Committee  for  over  five  years,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  Fife  Executive  Council. 

Kenneth  Brown  Stewart,  Aberdeen,  regis- 
tered 1940.  Group  chief  pharmacist.  Royal 
Aberdeen  Children's  Hospital.  Past  chairman. 
North  of  Scotland  Branch,  Guild  of  Hospital 
Pharmacists ;  a  member  of  the  Scottish  Hos- 
pital Pharmacists'  Consultative  Committee 
and  of  Association  of  Teaching  Hospital 
Pharmacists.  Committee  member,  Aberdeen 
and  North-eastern  Scottish  Branch  of  the 
Society :  part-time  lecturer  in  hospital  phar- 
macy at  the  school  of  pharmacy,  Robert 
Gordon's  Institute  of  Technology,  Aberdeen. 

Martin  Taylor,  Lairg,  registered  1956. 
After  four  years'  experience  in  England, 
now  manages  a  pharmacy  in  Lairg,  Suther- 
land. Since  1961  a  member  of  Sutherland 
Pharmaceutical  Committee,  and  its  secretary 
since  1967.  Member  of  Sutherland  Executive 
Council  since  1961  ;  for  the  past  five  years  a 
member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  General 
Council  (Scotland).  For  the  past  three  years 
a  member  of  the  Scottish  Executive. 

David  Caird  Cornfoot  Wallace,  Dundee, 
registered  1938.  Proprietor  pharmacist  for  21 
years.  Secretary  and  treasurer,  Dundee  and 
Eastern  Scottish  Branch  since  1950 :  secretary 
and  treasurer,  Dundee  Retail  Pharmacists* 
Association  1954-1962.  Member  of  the  council, 
Scottish  Pharmaceutical  Federation,  since 
1958:  member  of  the  Drugs  Misuse  Com- 
mittee in  Dundee.  Member  of  the  Executive 
since  1969. 


Le  Quesne  Pharmacies 

jersey 

Refitted  completely  in  1972  by  Fyne  Storefitters  Ltd 

who  planned,  manufactured  and  completed  on  time. 

Ask  us  for  expert  and  specialist  advice  in  replanning  your 

pharmacy  on  conventional,  assisted  self  selection  or  full 

self  service  lines.    Contracts  carried  out  throughout  Great  Britain. 

FYNE  STOREFITTERS  LTD 

Mimram  Road,  Hertingfordbury  Road,  Hertford.    Hertford  4621 
NPU  RECOMMENDED  SHOPFITTERS 
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HS  administrative  posts 
must  be  open  to  all 
pharmacists,  says  Society 

The  post  of  chief  administrative  pharmaceutical  officer  (CAPO)  under  the  pro- 
posed Health  Service  reorganisation  should  be  open  to  all  pharmacists  with  the 
necessary  qualifications  and  administrative  ability,  and  should  not  be  restricted 
to  a  pharmacist  from  any  particular  field  of  practice. 
That  is  the  contention  of  the  Pharmaceuti- 


cal Society  in  its  comments  on  the  phar- 
maceutical advisory  machinery  in  the  new 
administrative  structure. 

The  Society's  document  assumes  that 
the  CAPO  (whose  appointment  will  be  to 
an  area  health  authority)  will  have  overall 
responsibilities  for  the  administration  of 
pharmaceutical  services  in  the  area  and 
will,  as  the  principal  officer  of  the  pro- 
fession, have  direct  access  to  the  AHA 
on  matters  closely  concerning  his  profes- 
sion, where  he  considers  it  necessary  to 
present  a  pharmaceutical  point  of  view 
at  first  hand. 

The  CAPO  would  be  responsible  for  the 
co-ordination  of  all  pharmaceutical  ser- 
vices in  the  area  and  his  responsibilities 
would  extend  to  all  points  at  which 
medicines  are,  within  the  NHS,  made 
available  to  patients.  "Thus  his  close  co- 
operation with  the  chairmen  and  members 
of  the  various  pharmaceutical  advisory 
committees  at  area  level  will  be  an 
important  feature  of  the  new  structure. 

New  involvements 

"In  the  past  there  has  been  little  phar- 
maceutical involvement  in  those  activities 
of  local  health  authorities  such  as  ante 
and  postnatal  and  family  planning  clinics 
where  medicines  are  distributed.  Similarly 
the  role  which  could  have  been  performed 
by  pharmacists  in  general  practice  in 
health  education  campaigns  has  largely 
been  ignored,  again  mainly  due  to  the 
fact  that  such  campaigns  have  been  the 
responsibility  of  local  authorities  where 
no  formal  pharmaceutical  advice  has 
generally  been  available. 

It  is  pointed  out  that  no  details  were 
given  in  the  consultative  documents  of 
proposals  for  management  below  the 
area  level.  The  impression  has  been  given 
that  the  "district"  is  to  be  the  catchment 
area  of  a  district  general  hospital,  and 
that  there  will  be  areas  incorporating 
from  one  up  to  five  such  districts. 

In  the  Society's  submission  on  the 
Second  Green  Paper,  the  point  was  made 
that  the  district  pharmaceutical  committee 
would  be  small — perhaps  a  committee  of 
six  or  eight.  Its  elected  membership 
would  include  representatives  of  chemist 
contractors,  pharmacist  employees  of 
chemist  contractors  and  hospital  phar- 
macy. It  was  suggested  that  each  district 
pharmaceutical  committee  would  be  allo- 
cated places  on  the  area  pharmaceutical 
committee  to  ensure  that  the  latter  com- 
mittee was  truly  representative  of  the 
area.  "Clearly  since  the  district  is  to  be 
the  catchment  area  of  a  district  general 
hospita!,  the  pharmacist  in  charge  at  that 
hospital  should  be  one  of  the  representa- 


tives of  the  hospital  service  on  the  district 
pharmaceutical  committee." 

The  Society's  proposal  for  the  pharma- 
ceutical advisory  structure  at  area  and 
district  level  is  that  the  area  pharmaceuti- 
cal committee  would  be  the  main  pharma- 
ceutical practice  advisory  machinery  for 
the  area  health  authority.  It  would  be 
constituted  to  ensure  adequate  representa- 
tion of  both  general  practice  and  hospital 
pharmacists. 

The  following  points  are  also  made: 

□  The  area  pharmaceutical  committee 
would  consist  of  representatives  of  two 
sectional  committees — the  area  contractors 
committee  and  the  area  hospital  pharma- 
ceutical committee. 

□  Any  question  of  general  pharmaceutical 
interest  on  which  the  AHA  required 
advice  to  be  referred  to  the  area  pharma- 
ceutical committee.  It  may  then  be 
discussed  by  the  two  sectional  committees 
if  appropriate  and  a  consolidated  view 
put  on  behalf  of  pharmacy. 

□  The  area  contractors  committee  also 
to  be  directly  linked  to  the  family  practi- 
tioner services  committee.  Any  question 
relating  to  the  terms  of  service  for  chemist 
contractors  to  be  referred  by  the  family 
practitioner  services  committee  direct  to 
the  area  contractors  committee  with  no 
involvement  of  the  area  committee. 

□  The  area  contractors  committee  to  be 
linked  to  the  Central  NHS  Committee  in 
the  same  way  as  Local  Pharmaceutical 
Committees  are  at  present. 

Representation  of  contractors 

□  The  area  contractors  committee  to 
consist  of  contractors  elected  to  serve  on 
district  committees  and  appointed  by 
those  committees  to  the  area  contractors 
committee  (ACC).  Places  on  the  ACC  to 
be  allocated  on  basis  of  number  of  con- 
tractors in  each  district.  Provision  would 
be  made  for  representation  of  multiple 
pharmacies,  Co-operative  pharmacies  and 
employee  pharmacists  at  ACC  level. 

□  Area  hospital  pharmaceutical  com- 
mittees to  consist  of  hospital  pharmacists 
serving  on  district  committees.  They 
would  include  pharmacists  in  charge  at 
district  general  hospitals. 

□  District  pharmaceutical  committee 
possible  constitution  to  be  four  "private" 
contractors  elected  by  "private"  con- 
tractors in  the  district;  one  employee 
pharmacist  elected  by  pharmacists  em- 
ployed by  chemist  contractors  in  the 
district;  one  pharmacist  nominee  of  the 
company  chemists;  one  pharmacist 
nominee  of  the  Co-operative  Society  (pro- 
vided they  are  in  contract  in  the  district); 
the  pharmacist  in  charge  at  the  district 


general  hospital;  one  other  hospital  phar- 
macist elected  by  hospital  pharmacists  in] 
the  district. 

Discussing  relationships  with  the  district! 
management  team,  the  Society's  document! 
says  advice  on  all  pharmaceutical  aspects] 
of  the  personal  health  services  at  district] 
level  would  be  given  direct  to  the  district] 
co-ordinator  by  the  area  CAPO.  On  J 
questions  involving  only  the  hospital! 
pharmaceutical  service,  the  CAPO  would] 
consult  the  hospital  pharmacist  members] 
of  the  district  committee  and  on  questions] 
affecting  only  the  contractor  service  he] 
would  consult  the  contractor  and  employee  | 
members  of  the  committee.  Matters  with] 
implications  for  both  fields  of  practice] 
would  be  referred  to  full  committee. 

'The  proposed  advisory  machinery! 
would  ensure  effective  local  involvement 
in  the  running  of  the  personal  health 
services,  properly  balancing  administrative 
convenience  with  the  needs  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  public,"  it  is  claimed.  The 
district  pharmaceutical  committee  should 
be  represented  on  the  district  community 
health  council  so  that  the  views  of  the 
proprietors  who  serve  the  public  in  the  J 
district  would  be  available  at  first  hand. 

Regional  level 

The  Consultative  Document  relating  to 
England  indicates  that  the  regional  health 
authority  will  be  responsible  for  general 
NHS  planning,  allocation  of  resources  to 
area  authorities;  co-ordination  of  the 
activities  of  health  authorities;  and  the 
monitoring  of  authorities'  performance. 

"Clearly,  in  relation  to  the  pharmaceuti- 
cal aspects  of  these  responsibilities,  phar- 
maceutical co-ordination  can  best  be 
achieved  through  a  regional  pharmaceuti- 
cal officer  appointed  by  the  board,  which 
must  also  have  access  to  strong  regional 
pharmaceutical  advisory  machinery. 

It  is  proposed  by  the  Society  that  each 
area  pharmaceutical  committee  should 
appoint  one  general  practice  and  one 
hospital  pharmacist  to  the  regional  phar- 
maceutical committee  (RPC). 

In  Wales  the  role  of  the  regional  phar- 
macist should  be  undertaken  by  a  phar- 
macist appointed  to  the  staff  of  the 
Welsh  Office.  In  addition,  a  Welsh  phar- 
maceutical advisory  committee  should  be 
established. 

Summing  up,  the  Society  says  the  first 
objective  in  establishing  a  management 
structure  designed  to  provide  a  service  to 
the  public  on  a  national  basis  must  be  to 
ensure  the  best  possible  use  of  all  avail- 
able financial  and  other  resources.  Only 
if  this  is  achieved  will  the  maximum 
benefit  accrue  to  the  users  of  the  service. 

"The  acceptability  of  the  administrative 
arrangements  to  those  who  provide  the 
service — both  employees  and  independent 
contractors — is  probably  the  single  most 
important  factor  in  achieving  the  desired 
aim.  The  full  co-operation  of  the  members 
of  a  profession  who  provide  any  part  of 
the  total  service  will  only  be  obtained 
if  they  are  satisfied  that  their  views  are 
carefully  considered  before  any  manage- 
ment decision  is  taken  which  has  implica- 
tions for  the  part  of  the  service  in  which 
they  are  involved.  Effective  two-way 
communication  is  vital." 
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Irish  pharmacists'  concern 
over  definition  of 
'temporary  absence' 


The  problem  of  defining  "temporary 
absence"  in  relation  to  the  functions  of 
Pharmaceutical  Assistants  was  discussed 
by  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  at  its  May  meeting. 
It  was  decided  to  request  the  Practice 
of  Pharmacy  Committee  to  examine 
the  question  and  in  particular  to  make 
recommendations  on  the  number  of 
hours  a  pharmacist  should  spend  in 
his  pharmacy  to  comply  with  the 
requirement  that  he  should  personally 
manage  and  conduct  his  business. 

The  president,  Mr  R.  J.  Power,  said 
that  the  1890  Pharmacy  Act  clearly  stated 
that  an  Assistant  could  not  keep  open 
shop.  He  could  only  transact  certain 
functions  in  the  temporary  absence  of  the 
pharmacist  who,  at  all  times,  must  accept 
over-all  responsibility  for  the  activities 
of  the  Assistant.  The  view  had  been 
expressed  that  some  Assistants  had  ex- 
ceeded their  authority  but  in  his  opinion, 
if  abuse  existed,  it  was  often  due  to  the 
negligence  of  the  pharmacist  concerned. 
While  it  would  be  difficult  to  arrive  at  a 
conclusion  which  would  satisfy  everyone, 
it  was  incumbent  on  the  Council  to  define 
!  the  supervisory  responsibilities  imposed  on 
the  pharmacist  by  the  Pharmacy  Acts. 

The  registrar,  Mr  J.  G.  Coleman,  quoted 
section  19  of  the  1890  Amendment  Act 
which  provides  that  an  Assistant  shall  be 
competent  to  transact  the  functions  of 
the  pharmacist  in  his  temporary  absence 
but  shall  not  be  entitled  to  conduct,  or 
manage  a  pharmacy  or  to  keep  open 
shop  on  his  own  account. 

Mr  O'Malley  suggested  that  the  Coun- 
cil should  first  decide  if  Assistants  were 
necessary  and  if  so  should  then  proceed 
to  define  their  status.  They  should  try  to 
work  out  the  number  of  hours  a  pharma- 
cist should  be  obliged  to  stay  in  his 
pharmacy,  otherwise  "temporary  absence" 
could  go  on  ad  infinitum. 

Temporary  absence 

Mr  Corrigan  said  that  under  the  Act, 
an  Assistant  could  transact  the  functions 
of  a  pharmacist  in  his  temporary  absence 
but  could  not  manage  or  conduct  a  phar- 
macy and  if  anything  went  wrong  the 

i  pharmacist  was  responsible. 

Mr  Semple  thought  the  status  of  the 

:  Assistant  should  be  reviewed  in  the  light 
of  the  advent  of  the  EEC.  He  did  not 
wish  to  interfere  with  the  status  of  existing 

I  pharmaceutical   Assistants   but  felt  they 

I  might  consider  the  creation  of  a  new 
kind  of  Assistant  or  technician  for  the 
future. 

Mr  Guckian  said  they  certainly  needed 
Assistants  but  the  problem  might  be  helped 
if  their  functions  were  clearly  explained 
to  them  before  they  left  the  College  of 
Pharmacy.  Some  of  them  had  been  doing 
j  locums  and  believed  they  were  entitled  to 
do  so. 


Mr  O'Donnell  agreed  that  there  was 
considerable  confusion  over  the  proper 
functions  of  Assistant.  Loosely  used,  the 
title  "Assistants"  was  ambiguous  because 
the  term  generally  meant  "Assistants  to 
Pharmaceutical  Chemist",  as  stated  in 
section  19  of  the  Amendment  Act  where- 
as in  section  17  of  the  same  Act  an 
Assistant  meant  a  pharmaceutical  chemist. 
If  the  pharmacist  were  engaged  solely  in 
professional  work  they  would  have  only 
one  type  of  Assistant  to  consider  and  the 
problem  would  be  that  much  easier.  It 
must  be  made  clear  that  the  Assistant 
could  not  act  in  the  capacity  of  a 
pharmacist. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  matter  should 
be  referred  to  the  Practice  of  Pharmacy 
Committee  who  would  submit  a  report 
to  the  Council. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Medical 
Registration  Council  stating  that  at  a 
statutory  meeting  on  May  2  it  was  form- 
ally decided  that  on  and  after  October  1, 
1971,  the  Addendum  1971  to  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  1968,  and  the  amendments 
of  October  1,  1971,  to  the  Addendum, 
1971,  be,  until  further  notice,  the  stan- 
dards and  methods  required  in  Ireland. 

Department  letter 

A  letter  from  the  Department  of  Health 
was  received  in  reply  to  letters  from  the 
Council  requesting  that  pharmacists  should 
be  represented  by  two  appointees  on 
each  of  the  four  Regional  Hospital  Boards. 
Concerning  the  establishment  of  Com- 
hairle  na  nOispideal  (the  Hospital  Board), 
the  letter  pointed  out  that  since  this  body 
would  be  mainly  concerned  with  questions 
relating  to  medical  consultants  employed 
in  the  hospital  services  the  Minister  con- 
sidered that  representation  by  the  phar- 
maceutical profession  would  not  be 
appropriate.  In  any  event,  because  of  the 
necessity  to  cater  for  interests  more 
directly  concerned  with  the  proposed 
activities  of  the  Council  it  would  not  be 
possible  for  the  Minister  to  include  phar- 
macists when  selecting  the  23  members  of 
the  Council. 

The  letter  added :  "Your  Society's 
request  for  representation  on  the  Regional 
Hospital  Boards  has  been  noted  and  will 
be  borne  in  mind  by  the  Minister  when 
selecting  individuals  for  appointment.  I 
am  however  to  explain  that  the  Minister 
cannot  make  any  commitment  in  the  mat- 
ter until  he  can  see  the  whole  picture 
closer  to  the  point  of  complete  member- 
ship of  the  Boards  following  receipt  of 
nominations  from  the  Health  Boards.  It 
will  fall  to  the  Minister  in  making  his 
choice  of  individuals  for  appointment  to 
select  persons  who,  apart  from  personal 
suitability,  might  reflect  more  than  one 
interest." 

The  letter  added  that  it  was  open,  if 
they  felt  it  would  be  helpful,  to  the 
Society  or  to  any  other  interested  body  to 
put  forward  names  for  consideration  bear- 


ing in  mind  the  difficult  problems  which 
arose  in  selecting  suitable  people  who 
would  reflect  a  number  of  interests. 

The  letter  added :  "The  contents  of 
the  interim  report  of  your  Society's  Com- 
mittee on  Hospital  Pharmacy  have  been 
noted.  The  organisation  and  staffing  of 
Hospital  Pharmaceutical  Services  would 
be  an  appropriate  matter  for  considera- 
tion by  Regional  Hospital  Boards  when 
established.  It  is  suggested  your  Society 
might  raise  this  issue  with  the  Boards  as 
soon  as  these  are  functioning  effectively". 

The  President  said  that  the  Council 
would  be  making  further  representations 
to  the  Minister  on  the  issues  mentioned. 

Another  letter  from  the  Department, 
dated  April  26,  acknowledged  a  copy  of 
a  Report  submitted  by  a  Committee  to 
the  Council  which  considered  the  need 
for  additional  measures  against  drug 
abuse.  The  letter  stated  that  the  Com- 
mittee's recommendation  that  a  meeting 
between  its  representatives  and  officers  of 
the  Department  be  held  to  exchange 
views,  was  accepted  and  arrangements 
would  be  made  for  a  meeting  at  a  suitable 
date. 

A  letter  was  received  from  a  dental 
surgeon  stating  that  recently  an  imported 
product  had  been  on  sale  in  pharmacies 
in  the  Republic  as  a  do-it-yourself  denture 
repair  kit. 

The  letter  continued :  "Indeed  I  have 
no  way  of  knowing  whether  or  not  the 
product  is  up  to  standard.  What  I  do 
know  is  that  in  the  public  interest  this 
should  not  be  allowed.  In  the  past  few 
weeks  alone  I  have  seen  two  dentures 
utterly  ruined  by  this  procedure.  In  such 
cases  it  is  difficult  to  know  what  is  the 
legal  position  of  the  offended  person. 
Against  whom  does  he  make  a  claim 
for  compensation — the  manufacturer  or 
the  pharmacy  of  purchase? 

"In  my  opinion  this  product  could  lead 
to  serious  damage  to  the  patient's  tissues. 
Even  were  the  patient  lucky  enough  to 
obtain  correct  alignment  of  the  fractured 
parts  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to 
achieve  a  smooth,  highly- polished  finish. 
As  you  know,  rough  edges  can  produce 
dire  consequences,  especially  on  the 
tongue.  I  know  full  well  not  one  member 
of  your  profession  would  knowingly  wish 
such  to  happen.  I  write  in  the  hope  that 
your  Society  might  request  its  members 
to  think  seriously  before  promoting  and 
selling  this  product.  I  also  hope  to 
maintain  the  good  relations  between 
myself  and  pharmacists  in  the  area  and 
indeed  between  both  our  professions 
nationally." 

It  was  decided  to  draw  the  attention 
of  members  to  the  need  for  exercising 
caution.  If  they  supply  a  preparation  of 
this  kind  they  should  do  so  without 
recommendation. 

Mr  Shannon  reported  on  a  lecture 
which  he  delivered  on  May  5  in  Brighton 
on  "The  Economics  of  Irish  Pharmacy" 
and  said  it  had  been  an  extremely  in- 
teresting experience  for  him. 

Also  presented  to  the  meeting  was 
a  report  from  the  Practice  of  Pharmacy 
Committee  of  a  meeting  held  on  April  18 
at  which  the  question  of  records  for 
prescriptions  dispensed  under  the  re- 
organised National  Health  Services  was 
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Officers  of  the  organising  committee  of  the  PSI  congress  which  is  to  be  held  in 
Tralee,  October  8-11.  Left  to  right:  Emmet  Kelly  (secretary),  Thomas  Harty  (chair- 
man) and  Florence  O' Carroll  (treasurer) 


considered.  The  report  noted  that  the 
right  of  pharmacists  to  provide  pharma- 
ceutical services  to  every  section  of  the 
community  had  now  been  recognised  by 
the  State,  while  the  people  entitled  to 
full  eligibility  would  henceforth  enjoy  the 
same  standard  of  service  as  was  provided 
for  private  patients. 

The  Committee  expressed  confidence 
that  all  assurances  given  by  the  Joint 
Negotiating  Committee  to  the  Department 
of  Health  during  the  long  discussions 
leading  to  the  new  agreement  would  be 
honoured  by  pharmacists  in  the  best 
traditions  of  the  profession.  In  some 
instances,  it  was  stated,  the  work-load 
of  individual  pharmacists  would  be 
increased  considerably.  Nevertheless,  the 
Committee  believed  that  everyone  would 
strive  to  maintain  the  highest  standards. 

"Pressures  have  always  existed  to 
induce  pharmacists  to  adopt  procedures 
which  might  appear  economically  attrac- 
tive but  which  would  result  in  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  pharmacists'  responsibilities  in 
the  area  of  public  safety.  The  Committee 
would  deplore  any  dilution  of  ethical 
standards  or  any  attempt  to  "tout'  for 
business  on  the  pretence  of  conveying 
information  to  the  public  on  aspects  of 
the  new  service". 

The  report  stated  that  the  Committee 
had  been  concerned  about  the  anomaly 
that  existed  regarding  the  labelling  of 
containers  in  the  new  scheme.  It  had 
been  stated  that,  because  of  the  relaxation 
on  the  requirement  to  retain  prescriptions, 
permanent  records  would  not  be  available 
to  assist  in  tracing  and  identifying  pre- 
parations dispensed.  It  was  essential  that 
a  system  of  cross  reference  should  operate 
in  every  pharmacy  where  speedy  identifi- 
cation of  a  drug  might  be  requested  in 
cases  of  overdosage. 


Having  examined  a  number  of  systems 
operated  by  private  pharmacists,  the 
Committee  recommended  the  following: 

□  that  the  appropriate  prescription  code 
inscribed  in  the  Department's  manual 
should  be  written  on  the  labels  of  all 
medicines  dispensed; 

□  that  representation  be  made  to  the 
Department  of  Health  by  the  Joint  Nego- 
tiating Committee  to  introduce  a  second 
list  on  which  code  numbers  would  be 
given  in  numerical  order,  in  addition  to 
the  existing  list  on  which  drugs  were 
given  alphabetically. 

Mr  Butler  said  that  due  to  the  sheer 
volume  of  work  which  had  to  be  done 

always  aware  that  what  they  are  prescrib- 
ing contains  a  barbiturate.  What  an 
admission! 

A  few  weeks  ago  we  dispensed  a  pre- 
scription for  Norgesic  tablets  and 
labelled  the  container  in  accordance  with 
the  recent  NP  convention.  The  patient, 
who  had  never  taken  her  bottle  to  the 
surgery  when  wanting  a  repeat,  did  not 
do  so  on  this  occasion.  After  reprimand- 
ing the  patient  for  not  doing  so,  the  prac- 
titioner looked  at  his  record  card  to  find 
that  as  usual,  no  note  had  been  made. 
He  then  handed  the  patient  a  tablet  identi- 
fication chart  and  asked  her  to  pick  out 
the  tablet  she  had  been  having.  To-day 
we  had  the  prescription  for  Equanil 
400mg.  Apart  from  the  legal  point  that 
these  tablets  are  both  Schedule  4B 
poisons,  the  significance  is  appalling. 

I  suppose  we  shall  soon  see  coloured 
tablet  charts  in  waiting  rooms  designated 
as  to  the  "Top  10",  "Top  20"  or  "Top 
30";  the  patients  will  make  their  choice 
and  the  practitioner  will  prescribe  "the 
third  tablet  from  the  left  in  the  second 
row  down".  The  pharmacist  being 
equipped  with  a  similar  chart  will  fill  in 
on  a  previously  signed  (of  course)  pre- 
scription form  what  he  has  dispensed. 

Why  do  we  have  to  wait  two  years  to 
find  out  what  everyone  engaged  in  the 
general  practitioner  side  of  the  Health 
Service  already  knows?  The  straightfor- 


there  were  inherent  difficulties  involved 
in  putting  code  numbers  on  the  medicine 
labels. 

Notwithstanding  this,  he  felt,  and  i 
was  the  Committee's  recommendation,  that 
every  effort  should  be  made  by  individua" 
pharmacists,  particularly  if  very  busy,  to 
ensure  that  a  record  be  kept.  The  one 
which  the  Committee  suggested  was  a 
suitable,  foolproof  one  which  could  be 
done  without  inconveniencing  the  ordinary 
professional  practice,  although,  if  very 
busy,  it  might  be  difficult  but  they 
appealed  to  pharmacists  no  matter  how 
busy  to  adopt  some  form  of  coding  on 
each  container. 


ward  and  unequivocable  fact  is  that 
irresponsible  and  dangerous  prescribing 
of  highly  potent  drugs  by  medical  prac- 
titioners is  mainly  responsible  for  the 
addiction  and  dependence  of  thousands 
of  people  on  such  drugs. 

We  hear  a  lot  of  "clap-trap"  on  co- 
operation between  the  pharmacist  and  the 
medical  practitioner.  I  wonder  how  many 
medical  men  would  cover  up  for  a  phar- 
macist who  made  a  mistake.  No  need  to 
use  the  fingers  to  count  them  on. 

We  had  a  prescription  to-day  for  "Tabs 
prednisolone  1  grain"  and  the  directions 
"1  tablet  five  times  a  day".  Of  course  the 
prescription  had  been  written  by  some 
lay  person.  It  was  signed  by  the  practi- 
tioner with  his  usual  signature  but  one 
wonders  whether  before  or  after  it  was 
written.  On  telephoning,  a  lot  of  searching 
went  on  (by  the  noises  in  the  background) 
and  eventually  we  were  instructed  (not 
asked)  to  supply  "Prednisolone  lmg". 
The  prescription  as  written  was  only  sixty- 
five  times  stronger  than  intended! 

Let's  have  no  more  hanky  panky.  Let's 
have  a  survey  by  an  independent  panel 
of  the  slap-happy  prescribing  of  general 
practitioners  and  legislation  to  curb  it. 
Apart  from  anything  else,  you  and  I  in 
the  guise  of  tax-payers  are  not  only 
having  to  foot  the  bill  for  the  drugs 
themselves  but  also  for  the  salaries  and 
superannuation   of   the   prescribers  plus 
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Barbiturates 

Your  headline  "Stalling  over  barbiturates 
is  denied"  is  just  another  of  the  ploys 
used  by  the  medical  profession  to  white- 
wash themselves  over  a  matter  which  is 
of  paramount  importance  to-day,  namely 
the  addiction  and  dependence  of  a  vast 
number  of  people  to  habit-forming  drugs. 
The  number  of  people  who  live  in  a 
twilight  zone  arising  out  of  medication 
by  irresponsible  medical  practitioners  runs 
into  millions. 

All  pharmacists  have  known  for  some 
years  that  it  is  as  easy  to  acquire  by  means 
of  a  prescription  as  much  as  six  months' 
normal  supply  of  a  barbiturate  as  it  is 
to  walk  into  a  confectioners  and  buy  a 
"Mint  with  a  hole  in  it".  Indeed  many 
barbiturates  and  barbiturate-containing 
drugs  are  handed  around  just  like  sweets 
because  their  significance  and  potential 
hazards  are  minimised  by  the  profligate 
way  in  which  they  are  prescribed. 

The  old  hoary  chestnut  is  trotted  out 
that  many  medical  practitioners  are  not 
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the  cost  to  the  nation  of  re-habilitation  of 
hundreds  of  people  who  would  never 
lave  become  dependent  or  addicted  but 
for  the  help  of  the  medical  profession. 

W.  F.  Wilkinson 
Sittingbourne,  Kent 


Mixed  bag 


n  the  C&D  of  May  13  there  is  a  report 
}f  an  "open  day"  at  Mallinson  House  for 
south  London  members  of  the  NPU 
p. 687)  in  which  Mr  D.  N.  Sharpe  is 
quoted  as  saying  that  it  is  "not  generally 
cnown  that  the  NPU  is  second  only  to 
Marks  &  Spencer  in  the  number  of  paper 
)ags  purchased  each  year". 

What  a  fillip  to  the  profession  of 
)harmacy  for  a  member  of  the  NPU 
Executive  to  tell  the  world  of  our  appetite 
or  paper  bags,  and  to  take  pride  in  the 
act  that  we  are  second  only  to  Marks  & 
ipencer.  This  should  certainly  cut  some 
hick  ice  somewhere,  set  the  other  pro- 
essions  thinking,  and  only  goes  to  show 
hat  with  just  a  little  more  effort  on  the 
>art  of  each  member  our  profession  is  well 
in  the  way  to  mention  in  the  Guinness 
took  of  Records. 

As  a  statistical  exercise  I  am  sure  some- 
>ne  is  preening  himself;  as  a  statement  of 
act  it  no  doubt  has  its  audience  gasping; 
»ut  as  a  means  of  furthering  our  profes- 
ional  image  I  have  the  gravest  doubt. 

W.  A.  Beanland 
Crawshawbooth,  Lanes 


Self-help 


Regarding  your  recent  article  "Father's 
>ay — a  missed  opportunity"  under  the 
romotions  heading  (May  6)  I  have  made 

simple  but  I  think  effective  display  card 
or  this  particular  "event"  or  "non-event". 

Approximately  2  ft  sq  it  consists  of  a 
inyl  paper  (Napoleonic,  but  in  a  humor- 
us  style)  with  "gold"  lettering  used  for 
he  message  the  whole  covered  with  clear 
-ablon,  which  is  washable  and  lasting, 
he  wording  is  "Don't  forget  Father's 
)ay,  June  18." 

A  similar  "Mother's  Day"  card  could 
e  made.  Self-help  should  overcome  the 
earth  of  suitable  manufacturers'  material 

and  at  only  a  little  expense. 

J.  H.  Smiley,  Bangor,  co  Down 

Candidate's  thanks 

would  like  to  extend  to  my  colleagues 
nd  friends  my  thanks  for  the  support 
v'hich  has  secured  my  election  to  Council. 
yiy  constant  endeavour  will  now  be  to 
justify  their  confidence.  K.  W.  Youings 
Castle  Cary,  Somerset 


COMING  EVENTS 


Wednesday,  May  31 

Worthing  and  West  Sussex  Branch,  Pharma- 
eutical  Society,  Beach  Hotel,  Marine 
arade,  Worthing,  at  8pm.  Annual  meeting, 
'alk:  "Pharmacy  and  the  Common  Market". 

hursday,  June  1 

lastings  Branch,  National  Pharmaceutical 
Jnion,  Granville  Hotel,  Bexhill-on-Sea,  at 
pm.  Annual  meeting. 


MARKET  NEWS 

Chinese  peppermint 
offers  withdrawn 

London,  May  24:  Chinese  peppermint  oil 
was  unobtainable  from  origin  during  the 
week.  Buyers  had  been  expecting  that 
with  the  Canton  fair  over  and  the 
Brazilian  variety  falling  in  price,  China 
would  by  now  be  offering  at  lower  rates 
but  so  far  this  has  not  materialised.  It 
was  reported  that  from  next  month  Para- 
guay shippers  of  petitgrain  oil  will  require 
export  licences  for  each  consignment.  How 
this  will  affect  the  price  is  enigmatical; 
meanwhile  shipment  quotations  are  un- 
obtainable. Ceylon  citronella,  lemongrass 
were  slightly  dearer  and  Brazilian  pepper- 
mint easier. 

Among  crude  drugs  ipecacuanha  is  sell- 
ing around  50  per  cent  under  the  price 
ten  years  ago.  Both  Matto  Grosso  and 
Costa  Rican  varieties  were  again  lower 
on  the  week.  Chinese  menthol  was  marked 
up.  Lower  were  Peru  balsam  and  colo- 
cynth  while  those  advanced  were 
sarsaparilla,  senega,  hydrastis  and  quillaia. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Amylobarbitone:  5-kg  £3-55  kg;   sodium  £4  07. 
Atropine:  (500-kg  lots  per  kg)  alkaloid  and  metho- 
nitrate    £65-20;    methylbromide    £64-20;  sulphate 
£52-90. 

Barbitone:  50-kg  lots  £2-60  kg;  sodium  £2-60. 

Butabarbital:   5-kg   £5-20   kg;   sodium  £5-77. 

Butobarbitone:  £4-74  kg  for  5-kg  lots. 

Chloral  hydrate:  50-kg  lots  £0-75  kg. 

Cinchocaine  hydrochloride:  £42-50  kg. 

Cocaine:  Alkaloid  £222  kg;  hydrochloride  £202-75. 

Subject  to  DDA  Regulations. 

Cortisone:  acetate  £0-25  per  g. 

Cyclobarbitone:   £4-22    kg;    calcium   £4-22  kg. 

Dextromethorphan:  Hydrobromide  £98-53  kg. 

Ferrous  gluconate:  £628  metric  ton  in  50-kg  lots. 

Ferrous  phosphate:  In  kegs  £0-46  kg. 

Hyoscine  hydrobromide:  £314-25  kg. 

Hyoocyamine  sulphate:  per  kg  £55-50. 

Ichthammol:  1,000-kg  lots  £0-52  kg. 

Iodides:   (Per  kg)    Potassium  £2-16   (50-kg  lots) 

£2-14  (250-kg);  sodium  £2-75  (50-kg). 

Iodine:  Chilean  crude  £2  08i  per  kg;  resublimed 

£2-87  in  50-kilo  lots. 

Iron  ammonium  sulphate:  100-kg  £205  per  metric 
ton. 

Iron    and   ammonium   citrate:    (per   metric  ton) 
granules,  50-kg  lots  £650  1-ton  £620.  Scales  50-kg 
£820;  1-ton  £790;  green  £830. 
Iron  phosphate:  £470  tor  metric  ton  50-kg  lots. 
Isoprenaline  sulphate:  5-kg  £16-50  kg. 
Hypophosphites:  Per  kg  12-5  kg  50  kg 


Calcium 
Iron 

Magnesium 

Potassium 

Sodium 


£ 

1-  14 

2-  35 
1-98 
1-57 
1-27 


£ 
106 
2-27 
1-87 
1-45 
1-17 


Kaolin:  BP  £66  per  1,000-kg  sacks. 

Magnesium    carbonate:    Heavy   £192,    light  £184 

per  metric  ton. 

Magnesium  oxide:  BP  (per  metric  ton);  light 
£560;  heavy  £890. 

Magnesium  hydroxide:  BPC  £560  metric  ton. 
Magnesium  peroxide:  (15  per  cent)  £21  93 J  cwt. 
Magnesium   sulphate:    BP   from   £42   metric  ton 
exsiccated  E75-E80  ton,  ex  works. 
Magnesium  trisilicate:  £470  metric  ton. 
Mercurochrome:  £7-95  per  kg. 
Mercury  salts:  Per  kg  in  50-kg  lots:  ammoniated 
powder  £3-70;  oxides — yellow  £4-35  and  red  £4-55; 
perchloride  £3-15;  subchloride  £3-90;  iodide  £4-75 
kg  for  25-kg. 

Mersalyl:  Acid  £15-75  per  kg;  sodium  £21-50. 


Methadone  hydrochloride:  Subject  to  DDA  regula- 
tions £0-15  per  g  for  100-g  lots. 
Methyl  salicylate:  Per  metric  ton  in  5-ton  lots 
£425;  1-ton  £430,  500-kg  £435. 
Narcotine:   Alkaloid   and   hydrochloride   in  25-kg 
lots  £15  kg. 

Opiates:   (per  kg)   subject  to  DDA  Regulations. 

1  kg  Under 

and  over  1  kg 
Codeine                                        £  £ 

alkaloid    183  00  191  00 

hydrochloride    156-00  164-00 

phosphate    140-00  146  00 

sulphate    156  00  164-00 

Diamorphine 

alkaloid    212  00  223-00 

hydrochloride    194-00  203-00 

Ethylmorphine 

hydrochloride    179  00  186-00 

Morphine 

acetate    164  00  171-00 

alkaloid    202-00  211-00 

hydrochloride    165  00  172  00 

sulphate    165  00  172-00 

tartrate    198-00  207-00 

Pentobarbitone:  5-kg  lots  £4-57  kg  for  acid  and 

£4-84  for  sodium. 

Phemitone:  25-kg  lots  £3-92  kg. 

Phenobarbitone:  50-kg  lots  £3-60  per  kg;  sodium 

64-10. 

Phenolphthalein:  250-kg  lots  £0-94  kg. 
Pholcodine:  1-kg  £198-36;  7-kg  £189-20  kg-  60-kg 
£180. 

Sodium  benzoate:  One-metric  ton  lots  £28-33  kg. 
Sodium  bicarbonate:  BP  £26-40  per  long  ton  for 
8-ton  lots  in  1-cwt  bags  delivered. 
Sodium  carbonate:  89-100%  from  £23-47  long 
ton  delivered  in  8-ton  lots;  anhydrous  £102  metric 
ton  delivered. 

Sodium  chloride:  Vacuum  dried  £8-15  per  long 
ton   in   plastic   sacks  for  6-ton   lots,   ex  works. 
Sodium  citrate:  £313  per  metric  ton. 
Sodium  perborate:   (Per  1,000  kg)  monohydrate 
£283-50— tetra hydrate  £139. 

Sodium  percarbonate:    (Per  metric  ton)  £164-75. 
Sodium  potassium  tartrate:  £295  per  metric  ton. 
Sodium  salicylate:  1.000-kg  lots  £0  50  kg. 
Sodium  sulphate:  BP  from  £35  to  £40  per  metric 
ton  as  to  crystal.  BP  exsiccated  £60  ton. 
Sodium  thiosulphate:  £44  per  metric  ton. 
Succinylsulphathiazole:  50-kg  lots  £2-40  kg. 
Sulphacetamide:  Sodium  BP  £2-98  kg. 
Sulphadiazine:  50-kg  lots  £2-79  kg. 
Sulphadimidine:    250-kg    lots   £2-95    kg;  sodium 
£3  05. 

Sulphaguanidine:  BPC  in  250-kg  lots  £2-13  kg. 
Sulphamerazine:  In  50-kg  lots  £3-12}  per  kg. 
Sulphamethizole:  BP  50-kg  £3-65  per  kg. 
Sulphanilamlde:  50-kg   lots  £1-40  kg. 
Sulphaquinoxaline:  Sodium,  B  Vet  C  in  50-kg  lots 
£4-38  kg. 

Sulphathiazole:  50-kg  £1-83  kg. 
Thymol:  In  1-ton  lots  £2  per  kg. 


Crude  drugs 


Balsams:  (lb)  Canada:  £1-75  spot;  shipment  £1-70 
cif.  Copaiba:  BPC  £0-50;  Para  £0-40.  Peru:  £1-05- 
£0-92,  cif.  Tulu:  BP  £0-70. 
Benzoin:   BPC  £0-75  kg  spot;  £0-66,  cif. 
Buchu:  Spot  rounds  £1-40  lb.  £1-05  lb,  cif. 
Colocynth   pulp:   Spot  £650   metric  ton. 
Gentian:    Root  £405   metric   ton   spot;   £395,  cif. 
Hydrastis:  £2  lb  spot;   no  shipment  offers. 
Ipecacuanha:   (per  lb)   Matto  Grosso  £2-50  spot; 
£2-40,    cif,    Costa    Rican    £2-20    spot;    £2,  cif! 
Menthol:    (kg)    Chinese  spot  £6;   shipment  £5-75 
cif.  Brazilian  spot  £3-90;  afloat  £3-80,  cif;  June- 
July  £3-55.  cif. 

Pepper:    (ton)    Sarawak   black  £360  spot;  £317, 

cif;   white  £475;   £437-50,  cif. 

Quillaia:  £450  metric  ton  spot. 

Senega:  Canadian  £1-65  lb  spot;  £1-60,  cif. 


Essential  oils 


Bois  de  rose:  £2-10  spot;  shipment  not  offering. 
Citronella:  Ceylon  spot  £1-10  kg;  £0-97,  cif. 
Lemongrass:  £2  kg  spot;  May-June  £1-80,  cif. 
Patchouli:  Spot  £3-75-£4-25  kg. 
Peppermint:  (per  kg)  Arvensis  Chinese,  spot  and 
shipment  unobtainable.  Brazilian  £1-60  spot; 
May-June  £1-47,  cif.  American  Piperata  from 
£3-85. 

Pine:  (kg)  Abietis  £3-75,  pumilionis  £6;  sylvestris 
£1-62. 

Petitgrain:  £3-10  spot;  shipment  not  quoted. 
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Hospital  appointments  Shopfittings 


SOUTH   WARWICKSHIRE   HOSPITAL  GROUP 

PHARMACIST  or  SENIOR  PHARMACIST 

required  at 
WARNEFORD   HOSPITAL,   RADFORD  ROAD, 
LEAMINGTON  SPA 
and  at 

WARWICK  HOSPITAL,  LAKIN  ROAD,  WARWICK 

New  modern  department  in  each  hospital,  with  ex- 
cellent staff  establishment.  Duties  varied,  comprehen- 
sive and  interesting,  and  working  conditions  congenial. 
Applicants  can  expect  valuable  experience  in  develop- 
ing a  modern  pharmaceutical  service. 

Salary  scale:  £1,431 -£1,797  (Pharmacist),  £1,563- 
£1,944  (Senior)  plus  higher  qualification  allowance. 
Applications  to  Hospital  Secretary  of  appropriate 
hospital. 


HAMMERSMITH  HOSPITAL  AND  THE  ROYAL 
POSTGRADUATE  MEDICAL  SCHOOL 
Du  Cane  Road,  London,  W.12. 

Senior  Pharmacist  required  at  above  general  post- 
graduate teaching  hospital  (category  V).  Rotation  of 
duties,  or  mainly  full-time  Sterile  Products  Laboratory 
if  preferred.  Post  offers  excellent  experience;  very 
wide  range  specialist  and  other  work  including  active 
involvement  in  research  projects  of  Hospital,  School 
and  Research  Units  and  in  Quality  Control.  Develop- 
ments taking  place  to  improve  ward  stocks  service 
and  introduce  ward  pharmacy.  Very  pleasant  working 
conditions.  Salary  scale  £1 ,779-£2,190  per  annum, 
including  London  Allowance,  plus  Higher  Qualifications 
Allowance  (where  applicable).  Accommodation  avail- 
able for  single  person  (female). 

Applications  stating  age,  experience  and  naming  two 
referees,  to  Chief  Pharmacist. 


ROYAL    INFIRMARY  OF 
EDINBURGH— PHARMACIST 

LOCUM  for  Group  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Department.  Whitley  Council 
terms  and  conditions.  Accommo- 
dation may  be  available  for  lady. 
Write  Personnel  Officer,  Royal 
Infirmary.  Edinburgh  EH3  9YW. 
giving  full  details  and  names  of 
two  referees. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  COMPOUNDER. 
Knowledge  of  creams,  lotions  pors, 
and  glenical  manufacture,  seeks 
position  N.W.  London.  Box  No.  1940. 


Situations 
vacant 


Agents 


MEN'S  TOILETRIES 
Agents  required  to  handle  well- 
established,  exclusive  range  of 
Men's  Toiletries  in  the  Midlands 
and  North  of  England,  selling  on 
an  excellent  commission  basis. 
Phone  or  write:  Victor  of  Milan 
Ltd,  91  Acton  Lane,  London 
NW10.   01-965  3478. 


Situations 
wanted 


PHARMACIST  with  long  experience 
available  for  Locums  or  permanency. 
Would  consider  partnership.  Apply 
Box  No.  1949. 


WORKS  MANAGER/CHEMIST  required 
by  long-established  Self  Adhesive 
Plaster  Manufacturers.  Excellent  pros- 
pects. Pension  Scheme.  Please  apply 
giving  details  of  experience  and 
salary  required  to  Box  No.  1948. 

HILTON  HOTEL  PHARMACY.  The 
management  of  the  Richard  Douglas 
Pharmacy  situated  in  the  foyer  of  the 
hotel  requires  a  further  pharmacist 
as  assistant.  Interested  applicants 
please  apply  to  the  Superintendent 
Pharmacist,  Richard  Douglas  &  Sons 
Ltd,  140/142  Long  Acre,  London  WC2 
or  telephone  01-836  8645. 

PHARMACIST  wanted  good  modern 
shop,  full  supporting  staff.  Good 
salary.  Prospects  of  coming  into 
business.  Apply  Oldham  (Chymists) 
Ltd.,  29  Market  Place,  Wisbech, 
Cambs,  or  phone  1044  after  6  pm. 


Low  Cost 
Unit 

Shopfronts 

600  Designs 


Take 
36 

Months 
To  Pay 


*  InAnodised  Aluminium 
0  Built  in  Illuminated  signs 
■Jfr  Available  from  stock 

*  Installed  in  2  Days 
on  most  sites 

UNIT  SHOPFRONTS  LTD 

9  Aintree  Road    Perivale  Middlesex 

PHONE:01-997-9943/7 


INTERPLAN  SYSTEM  80.  Modular 
units,  designed  for  the  modern 
pharmacy.  Attractive  designs  at 
attractive  prices  plus  complete  shop- 
fitting  service.  Details  from  Olney 
Bros.  (Shopfitters)  Ltd.,  Jado  House. 
Northbridge  Road,  Berkhamsted, 
Herts.  Tel:  5417/9. 


Business 
for  sale 


WHOLESALE  Chemist  and  Druggist 
suppliers.  Well  established  connec- 
tions. Lease  available.  Contact  Box 
No.  1942. 


DRUG  STORE 

Sale  or  let  near  West  London 
Underground  Station.  Lock  up. 
Taking  £200  per  week.  £2,000 
o.n.o.  S.A.V.  or  willing  sell 
lease.  12  years  remaining,  4 
years  at  £575  and  4  years  at 
£625. 

Box  No.  1950. 


Trade  services 


ANALYTICAL  AND  RESEARCH 
FACILITIES 

Complete  Chemical,  Biochemical, 
and  Micro-Biological  investiga- 
tions, for  all  branches  of  the 
Food,  Pharmaceutical,  and  Drug 
Industries,  using  the  latest  tech- 
niques of  Chromatography,  Infra 
Red,  U/V,  and  Atomic  Absorp- 
tion Spectroscopy,  in  addition  to 
all  standard  Analytical  proce- 
dures. 

Highest  resolution  Black/White, 
and  Colour  Photo-Microscopy. 
Our  qualified  staff,  will  be  pleased 
to  discuss  any  problem,  from  a 
simple  analysis,  to  a  full  scale 
Research  and  Development  Pro- 
ject. 

In  the  first  instance,  please  write 
or  telephone  our  Technical  Direc- 
tor. 

Dept.  ,'C", 

ROCK    BANK  LABORATORIES, 
BOLLINGTON, 
MACCLESFIELD,  Cheshire. 
Tel:  Bollington  2459/50  or  2777. 


For  sale 


DENTYRBLEACH 

The    Perfect    Denture  Cleanser 
15p  per  bottle,  inc  tax. 
Order  now  from  your  Wholesaler. 
Sole  Manufacturers: 

Oakes    &    Co.  Ltd., 
Ropley,  Hants. 
Tel:  01-398  4650. 


Wanted 


Small  supply  of  oil  picis  rect.  Offei 
to  Isola  Ltd,  Harper  Road  Wythei 
shawe,    Manchester    M22  4SH. 


Wanted : 
DRUG  RUNS— 

We  will  be  pleased  to  pay  cash 
for  old  wooden  Drug  Runs  with 
gilt  or  gilt  and  glass  letters  or 
similar  nests  of  drawers. 


A.  Fleming   (Southsea)  Ltd, 
The  Clock  Tower. 
Castle  Road, 

Southsea.  Portsmouth,  22934. 
Members      BADA.  Established 
over  60  years. 


Miscellaneous 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 

Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd. 
9  Sugar  Lana  4  34  Shudahlll 
Manchester   4.    DEAnsgate  $514 

Largest  and  most  exclusive 
selection  of  Necklets,  Brooches, 
Chainbelts,  Dress  Rings,  Ear- 
rings (all  types)  Hair-Orna- 
ments, etc.  Limited  quantity  of 
clearing  lines  available,  parcels 
from  £5.00  and  upwards. 


IT'S  NEW! 


Inexpensive  personalised  Showcarc 
and    Notices    from    One  upward: 
IMPOSSIBLE  ? 
DON'T  YOU   BELIEVE   IT  ! 

Sample  and  Details 
Primapak  Showcard  Service, 
74,  Briar  Street,  Nottingham, 
NG2  1FS.  Telephone:  85125 


PAPER  ROLLS 

For  All  Cash  Registers  and 
Adding   Machines  Big  Savings 
(No  carriage  charges) 

6  doz    1  gross 
Gross  2000T  £5-36  £9-92 

Gross  2000AG  £6-13  £11-55 
NCR  22X  £5-57  £9-99 

NCR  22D  £5-92  £10-97 

NCR  31Z  £6-73  £12-42 

NCR  32D  £6-46  £10-86 

Olivetti  Prima  20  £6-45  £9-75 
Also  Regna,  Anker,  Hugin,  Sweda 
Cash  with  order — Rolls  by  return 
CASHADD,  61  Liverpool  Road, 
Irlam,  Lanes.  Tel:  061-775  2493. 


Printed  in  Great  Britain  by  BISHOPSGATE  PRESS  LIMITED,  21  New  Street,  London,  EC2M  4NT,  and  published  by  BENN  BROTHERS  LTD.,  25  New  Strec 
Square,  London,  EC4A  3JA.  Registered  at  the  GPO  as  a  newspaper.  ©  all  rights  reserved.  No  part  of  this  publication  may  be  produced,  store 
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Mr  D.  N.  Sharpe  told  C&D  this  week 
of  his  satisfaction  with  the  outcome  of 
the  nine  VTO  meetings  (see  pp  764  and 
783) 


A 


764 — Chemist  &  Druggist    June  3,  1972 


'VTO  beneficial 
to  interests 
of  pharmacy' 

"Having  addressed  over  1,000  members  of  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Union  on  the  subject  of  a  voluntary  trading 
organisation,  I  am  still  firmly  convinced  that  what  NPU  is 
attempting  to  do  will  be  beneficial  to  both  the  commercial 
and  the  professional  interests  of  pharmacy",  Mr  D.  N. 
Sharpe  told  C&D  this  week. 


Mr  Sharpe,  who  with  Mr  A. 
Trotman,  NPU  marketing  chief 
executive,  has  been  explaining 
the  VTO  proposals  at  nine 
meetings  throughout  Britain,  re- 
ported that  the  next  six  to  seven 
months  will  be  spent  in  build- 
ing up  the  VTO  system,  and 
retailers  could  not  expect  to 
hear  anything  further  until  early 
in  1973" 

However,  initial  contacts  with 
wholesalers  had  been  "en- 
couraging" in  most  cases. 

Mr  Sharpe  added  that  the 
questions  asked  at  the  VTO 
meetings  had  related  to  "miss- 
ing points"  and  "weak  links" 
in  the  scheme;  in  the  main  he 
felt  they  had  been  answered 
satisfactorily. 

Mr  Trotman  told  the  London 
meeting  last  week  (p  783)  that 
when  negotiations  with  whole- 
salers had  been  completed, 
meetings  of  members  would 
again  be  held  to  explain  the 
ideas  and  to  obtain  preliminary 
figures.  Comment  p  777. 

Problem  of  raids 
in  Australia 

A  pharmacist  in  Sydney, 
Australia,  now  has  more 
chance  of  being  held  up  than 
a  bank. 

Sydney  pharmacists  generally 
are  working  in  fear,  a  spokes- 
man for  the  New  South  Wales 
Branch  of  the  Australian 
Pharmacy  Guild  recently  told 
the  Press. 

"It  is  a  terrible  strain — worse 
than  worry  about  ordinary 
types  of  robberies",  he  said. 

"These  are  not  ordinary  rob- 
bers. They  are  liable  to  be 
'hotted-up'  on  drugs  or 
desperate  for  a  dose.  There  is 
no  telling  what  they  may  do." 

A  number  of  chemists  there 
have  given  up  night  opening. 
After-hours  businesses  are  hav- 
ing difficulty  getting  staff.  Few 
relieving  pharmacists  will 
accept  night  work. 

The  case  of  an  Australian 
pharmacist  forced  out  of  busi- 
ness by  the  menace  of  drug 
thieves  is  reported  in  a  recent 


issue  of  The  Australian  Jour- 
nal of  Pharmacy. 

Mr  M.  McNamara,  of  the 
Sydney  suburb  of  Enfield,  has 
closed  his  shop  because  of  fear 
of  a  second  hold-up.  In  Octo- 
ber, last  year,  two  men  bran- 
dishing long-bladed  flick  knives 
cleared  out  his  drug  safe.  They 
took  opium,  morphine,  pethi- 
dine and  other  drugs. 

Mr  McNamara's  pharmacy 
was  the  only  true  all-night 
service  for  a  large  part  of 
Sydney's  western  suburbs. 

He  plans  to  open  a  lock-up 
shop  elsewhere  so  that  his 
family  does  not  have  to  live 
on  the  premises. 

New  explosives 
regulations  in  N.I. 

The  Explosives  Regulations 
(Northern  Ireland)  1972  which 
came  into  force  on  lune  1  make 
it  illegal  to  manufacture,  sell, 
purchase  or  acquire :  — Ammo- 
nium nitrate;  or  any  mixture, 
including  a  fertiliser,  which 
contains  ammonium  nitrate  and 
in  which  any  part  of  the  nitrate 
fraction  having  a  chemically 
determined  ammonium  equiva- 
lent constitutes,  together  with 
that  equivalent,  more  than  79 
per  cent  by  weight  of  the  said 
mixture;  or  any  mixture  as 
under  sub-paragraph  1(b)  in 
which  the  content  of  combus- 
tible material  is  greater  than 
04  per  cent  by  weight;  or 
sodium  chlorate;  except  under 
and  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  a  licence  from  the 
Ministry  of  Home  Affairs. 

From  July  1  it  is  illegal  for 
a  person  to  possess  or  have 
under  his  control,  or  use,  any 
substance  or  mixture  as  speci- 
fied above  except  under  and 
in  accordance  with  the  terms  of 
a  licence  from  the  Ministry  of 
Home  Affairs. 

Chemists  who  wish  to  sell  or 
be  in  possession  of  these  sub- 
stances should  apply  for  licen- 
ces to  The  Secretary,  Ministry 
of  Home  Affairs,  Room  309, 
Dundonald  House,  Belfast  4. 


Mrs  Valda  Baker  of  Green  Harrington,  Yorks,  receives  a  colour 
television  as  winner  of  a  retail  competition  organised  by 
Bourjois  Ltd  for  their  rouge,  and  Vestric.  On  the  left  is  Mi 
R.  H.  Warwick,  marketing  manager  of  Bourjois  and  centre  is 
Mr  H.  J.  Franks,  Leads  branch  manager,  Vestric 


Prescription 
service  on  trial 

A  prescription  collection  and 
delivery  service  has  been  or- 
ganised in  St  Monance,  Fife, 
which  now  has  no  pharmacist. 
Provost  James  Braid  said:  "The 
Pharmaceutical  Society  has  ar- 
ranged for  this  service  by  a 
chemist  in  Elie. 

"The  arrangement  is  that 
people  with  prescriptions 
should  hand  them  into  the  town 
clerk's  office.  They  will  be  col- 
lected there  and  the  medicine 
delivered.  I  hope  that  people 
will  make  use  of  this  service 
because  it  is  for  a  trial  period 
of  three  months. 

"If  it  is  not  successful  it  will 
probably  be  withdrawn",  he 
added. 

Experts  suggest 
one-month  limit 

Strict  limitation  of  the  medi- 
cines prescribed  on  one  pre- 
scription to  a  specific  period 
and  for  a  particular  treatment 
is  advocated  by  Council  of 
Europe  experts  who  have  re- 
cendy  discussed  the  abuse  of 
medicines.  They  suggest  a  one- 
month  limit  for  prescriptions 
as  being  reasonable,  but  admit 
to  exceptions  for  the  chronic- 
ally sick. 

The  group  of  experts  in  law, 
medicine,  pharmacy  and  other 
disciplines  are  investigating  the 
causes  and  effects  of  the  abu- 
sive consumption  of  various 
medicines,  both  medically  dan- 
gerous and  economically  waste- 
ful. 

At  their  first  meeting  recently 
they  decided  to  concentrate  on 


three  kinds  of  negligence :  that 
of  the  consumer,  that  of  the 
prescribing  doctor  and  that  ol 
the  manufacturer  or  supplier. 

Doctors  tended  to  react,  they 
said,  to  the  increasing  range  of 
preparations  available  by  over 
prescribing  or,  albeit  with  the 
best  intentions,  unnecessarily 
duplicating  prescriptions. 

A  great  deal  of  abuse  was 
also  due  to  pharmaceutical  ad 
vertising.  It  should  be  possible 
to  protect  doctors  against  the 
pressures  often  exerted  on  them 
to  prescribe  this  or  that  manu- 
facturer's products,  they  sug- 
gest. 

Fewer  scripts 
for  stimulants 

Figures  on  the  prescribing  of 
stimulants  and  appetite  sup- 
pressants reveal  a  slight  reduc 
tion  in  the  level  of  prescribing 
of  the  whole  group.  However 
amphetamine  quantities  within 
the  group  have  fallen  by  about 
three-fifths  in  two  years. 

The  figures  were  commented 
upon  recently  by  Sir  George 
Godber,  Chief  Medical  Officer 
of  the  Department  of  Health, 
in  a  letter  to  Dr  J.  C.  Cameron 
chairman  of  the  British  Medi- 
cal Association's  general  medi- 
cal services  committee. 

Sir  George  said  he  suspected 
that  a  great  deal  of  fenflura- 
mine and  diethylpropion  was 
prescribed  when  what  was 
really  wanted  was  a  serious 
attempt  to  stick  to  a  diet,  but, 
he  continued,  at  least  the  efforts 
within  the  profession  and  the 
Department  to  get  a  reduction 
in  the  amount  of  amphetamine 
in  circulation  seemed  to  have 
had  considerable  success. 
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Medicines  Act: 
licences  date 
fixed  for  July  1 

All  applications  for  manufacturing  and  wholesaling  "licences 
of  right"  under  the  Medicines  Act  must  be  received  by  the 
licensing  authority  before  July  l. 
The  Medicines  (Closing  Date 
for  Applications  for  Licences  of 
Right)  (HM  Stationery  Office 
SI  1972:717),  gives  that  closing 
date  for  those  persons  who 
were,  before  September  1,  1971, 
concerned  in  importing  or 
procuring  the  manufacture  of 
medicinal  products,  or  in  manu- 
facturing or  wholesale  dealing 
in  such  products,  and  are  en- 
titled to  licences  of  right  in 
respect  of  those  activities. 

At  the  end  of  the  transitional 
period,  which  is  expected  to  be 
August  31,  1972,  no  one  may 
lawfully  engage  in  these  activi- 
ties without  a  licence. 

The  order  relates  only  to 
licences;  a  separate  announce- 
ment will  be  made  in  due 
course  about  clinical  trial  cer- 
tificates of  right  and  animal 
test  certificates  of  right. 

Also  published  is  The  Medi- 
cines (Exemption  From  Licen- 
ces) (Wholesale  Dealing)  Order 
1972  (SI  1972:  640). 

Under  present  arrangements  a 
manufacturer  does  not  require 
a  wholesale  dealer's  licence  to 
deal  by  wholesale  in  products 
manufactured  by  him.  The  new 
order  provides  exemption  from 
the  need  to  hold  a  whole- 
sale dealer's  licence  in  the  fol- 
lowing circumstances: 

□  A  product  licence  holder 
who  does  not  at  any  time  have 
possession  of  his  product  will 
not  require  a  wholesale  dealer's 
licence  for  the  sale  of  that  pro- 
duct provided  that  it  is  in  the 
keeping  of  the  manufacturer  or 
assembler  until  it  is  delivered 
to  the  purchaser. 

□  A  product  licence  holder 
who  assembles  his  product 
which  has  been  manufactured 
elsewhere  will  not  require  a 
wholesale  dealer's  licence  for 
the  sale  of  that  product. 

□  The  assembler  of  a  medicinal 
product  will  not  require  a 
wholesale  dealer's  licence  for 
the  sale  of  that  product  pro- 
vided that  assembly  is  to  the 
order  of  the  product  licence 
holder. 

The  order  provides  that  a 
medicinal  product  shall  not  be 
regarded  as  having  left  the 
authorised  premises  of  the 
manufacturer  or  assembler 
whilst  the  product  is  being 
moved  from  any  of  the  author- 
ised premises  by  way  of  delivery 


to  the  purchaser.  For  this  pur- 
pose the  authorised  premises 
are  premises  which  by  virtue  of 
the  relevant  manufacturer's 
licence  the  person  who  manu- 
facturers or  assembles  the 
medicinal  product  is  enabled  or 
authorised  to  use  for  the  pur- 
poses of  that  licence. 

A  booklet  "Guide  to  the 
Licensing  System"  and  advice 
on  the  subject  are  available 
from  the  Department  of  Health. 

Chemist  in  red 
on  £80,479 
turnover 

A  deficiency  of  £14,671  was 
shown  in  the  statement  of 
affairs  of  Tupholme  &  Son  Ltd, 
pharmaceutical  chemists,  239 
Old  Brompton  Road,  London, 
SW5,  at  the  recent  meeting  of 
creditors  at  which  Mr  Gerald 
Barnett  Ward,  director,  pre- 
sided. 

Unsecured  liabilities  totalling 
£19,161  of  which  £12,257  was 
owing  to  trade  and  expense 
creditors,  £4,697  in  respect  of 
bank  overdraft,  £1,687  to  Mr 
G.  B.  Ward  and  £520  to  Mr  K. 
Ward.  Book  value  assets  of 
£11,088  were  estimated  to  real- 
ise £5,300,  less  £810  due  to 
preferential  creditors,  leaving 
net  assets  of  £4,490. 

Creditors  were  told  that  the 
history  of  the  business  of  Tup- 
holme  &  Son  went  back  over 
100  years.  In  1938  Mr  Ward 
took  over  the  business  and  in 
1955  it  was  taken  over  by  Tup- 
holme  &  Son  Ltd.  Accounts 
disclosed  that  for  the  year 
ended  November  30,  1969  on 
sales  of  £54,622  there  was  a  net 
profit  of  £195,  but  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  on  sales  of  £56,000 
a  net  loss  of  £1,525  was  in- 
curred. Draft  figures  covering 
the  period  from  December  1, 
1970,  to  April  28,  1972,  indi- 
cated that  on  sales  of  £80,479 
there  was  a  further  net  loss  of 
£8,358. 

Mr  Ward  had  stated  that  a 
substantial  number  of  shops  in 
the  road  and  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  had  changed  hands  and 
had  been  taken  over  mainly  by 
restaurant  concerns.  This  meant 
that  the  potential  customers 
who  went  shopping  in  the  area 


for  general  merchandise  had 
diminished  and  that  the  class 
of  customer  had  altered  from 
a  regular  clientele,  built  up  over 
the  years,  to  a  far  less  stable 
trade  with  the  change  in  the 
area. 

After  discussion,  creditors 
passed  a  resolution  confirming 
the  voluntary  liquidation  of  the 
company  with  Mr  Philip  Mon- 
Jack,  FCA,  and  Leonard  Curtis 
&  Co,  13  Wimpole  Street, 
London  Wl  and  Mr  Ronald  P. 
Booth,  FCA,  Booth  White  & 
Co,  1  Wardrobe  Place,  Carter 
Lane,  London,  EC4,  as  joint 
liquidators. 

Cosmetic  packs: 
Commons  query 

Mr  William  Hamilton  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Trade 
and  Industry  in  the  Commons 
last  week  what  steps  he  was 
taking  to  protect  the  consumer 
from  deception  by  the  manu- 
facturers of  cosmetics  which  are 
sold  in  small  containers  con- 
cealed within  larger  ones. 

Mr  Nicholas  Ridley,  Under 
Secretary,  replied:  "The 
Weights  and  Measures  Act, 
1963,  requires  packages  of 
cosmetics  to  bear  a  statement 
of  the  weight  or  capacity  of 
contents  on  the  outer  container. 
I  agree  that  the  variety  of  per- 
missible units  makes  compari- 
son the  more  difficult.  I  am 
discussing  rationalisation  of 
these  units  with  the  trade. 

Miss  J.  Fookes  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Trade 
and  Industry  if  he  would  use 
his  powers  under  the  Weights 
and  Measures  Act  to  ensure 
that  hairsprays  and  lacquers 
are  sold  in  standardised  quan- 
tities. 

Mr  Ridley  answered:  "I  am 
looking  further  into  the  current 
marking  requirements,  but  it  is 
virtually  impossible  on  techni- 
cal grounds  to  prescribe  stan- 
dard quantities  for  commodities 
which  are  sold  in  aerosols." 

US  digoxin 
clamp  down 

The  American  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  has  stopped 
manufacture  and  distribution  of 
all  human  drugs  by  the  Mar- 
shall Pharmaceutical  Corp, 
South  Hackenshaw,  New  Jer- 
sey. 

FDA  assays  of  the  firm's 
digoxin  product  showed  varian- 
ces in  individual  tablet  potency 
ranging  from  60  per  cent  to 
21-2  per  cent  of  declared  tablet 
strength. 

The  Administration  has  been 


granted  a  permanent  injunction 
against  the  firm  by  the  US  Dis- 
trict Court  in  Newark,  NJ. 
Under  the  terms  of  the  injunc- 
tion the  firm  is  ordered  to  stop 
manufacturing  or  shipping  of 
any  human  drug  until  its 
method,  facilities  and  controls 
for  manufacturing,  packing  and 
storing  drugs  are  proven  to 
conform  with  current  good 
manufacturing  practices  as  re- 
quired by  law. 

Action  leading  to  the  May  1 
Court  order  was  part  of  a 
programme  FDA  initiated  in 
the  autumn  of  1970.  In  October 
of  that  year  the  Agency  began 
a  voluntary  certification  pro- 
gramme to  assure  the  quality 
of  all  brands  of  digoxin  and 
digitoxin.  Nearly  every  batch  of 
these  cardiac  drugs  were  tested 
by  the  Agency  prior  to  distri- 
bution by  manufacturers. 

Thirty-nine  firms  have  been 
sampled  and  the  results  confirm 
that  lack  of  tablet  uniformity 
was  a  common  problem  in  all 
companies.  Most  manufacturers 
have  now  corrected  the  situa- 
tion. 

Spending  on 
drug  problems 

The  Home  Secretary  was  asked 
in  the  Commons  recently  how 
much  money  would  be  spent  in 
the  financial  year  1971-72  on 
research  into  the  problems  of 
drug  addiction. 

Mr  Richard  Sharpies,  Home 
Office  Minister  of  State,  re- 
plied :  "The  estimated  expendi- 
ture on  research  into  drug 
problems  by  the  Home  Office 
is  £24.531  in  the  current  finan- 
cial year.  It  is  not  possible  to 
single  out  expenditure  on  re- 
search into  drug  addiction." 

Mr  L.  Pavitt  asked  the  Home 
Secretary  how  many  cases  of 
microdot  LSD  possession  had 
been  apprehended  by  the 
Metropolitan  Police  in  the  last 
three  months. 

Mr  Sharpies  added:  "The  most 
relevant  information  available 
is  that,  during  the  three  months 
ended  January  31,  1972,  the 
Metropolitan  Police  Forensic 
Laboratory  dealt  with  21  cases 
of  microdot  or  micro  tablets 
of  LSD." 


Bomb  blast 
wrecks  premises 

A  bomb  blast  completely  des- 
troyed the  wholesale /retail 
chemists  of  John  Mortimer  & 
Co  Ltd,  38  Foyle  Street,  Lon- 
donderry, last  Friday.  It  was 
owned  by  two  pharmacists — Mr 
W.  J.  Blair  and  Miss  J.  A. 
Blair. 


766 — Chemist  &  Druggist    June  3,  1972 


COMPANY 
NEWS 

Cahill  agree 
bid  from 
tobacco  firm 

P.  C.  Cahill  &  Co  Ltd,  Dublin, 
have  agreed  terms  of  an  offer 
for  the  whole  of  their  issued 
share  capital.  The  offer,  made 
by  P.  J.  Carroll  &  Co,  Dublin 
based  cigarette  and  tobacco 
manufacturers  puts  a  value  of 
£4,145,850  on  Cahill. 

The  Cahill  shares  will  be 
acquired  with  the  right  to  all 
dividends  except  that  share- 
holders will  be  entitled  to 
receive  and  retain  the  proposed 
final  dividend  of  12 f  per  cent 
for  the  period  ending  January 
31,  1973. 

Upon  the  offer  becoming 
unconditional,  Eugene  O'D. 
Davy,  chairman  of  P.  C.  Cahill, 
and  John  P.  Holland,  manag- 
ing director,  will  be  invited  to 
join  the  board  of  P.  J.  Carroll. 
J.  Hegarty,  MPSI,  the  manag- 
ing director  designate  of  P.  C. 
Cahill,  would  be  appointed 
alternate  director  to  John  P. 
Holland  on  the  board  of  P.  J. 
Carroll. 

In  the  event  of  the  offer 
being  accepted,  J.  H.  D.  Ryan 
and  C.  P.  A.  Manahan  will 
join  the  board  of  P.  C.  Cahill. 
With  the  exception  of  these 
appointments,  the  existing 
boards  of  Cahill  and  May 
Roberts  will  remain  unchanged. 

It  is  intended  that  the  busi- 
ness of  P.  C.  Cahill  and  its 
subsidiaries  (including  May 
Roberts)  will  be  continued  as 
at  present,  and  in  particular, 
that  the  existing  policy  relating 
to  the  distribution  of  pharma- 
ceutical preparations  through 
traditional  outlets  will  remain 
unchanged. 

Cahill  anticipates  that  the 
consolidated  profits  before 
taxation  for  the  year  ending 
next  January  will  not  be  less 
than  £400,000. 

The  Directors  of  P.  C. 
Cahill,  who  have  been  advised 
by  Hill  Samuel  &  Co  (Ireland) 
Limited,  are  unanimously  of  the 
opinion  that  the  offer  is  fair 
and  reasonable.  The  Directors 
will  recommend  shareholders 
to  accept  the  offer,  and  intend 
to  accept  the  offer  in  respect 
of  their  own  shareholdings 
amounting  to  91,623  ordinary 
shares. 


The  Board  of  P.  C.  Cahill 
has  requested  the  Committee 
of  the  Irish  Stock  Exchange  to 
resume  dealings  in  the  ordin- 
ary shares  of  P.  C.  Cahill  with 
effect  from  May  25,  1972. 

Croda  problems 
and  forecasts 

Croda  International  Ltd  made 
a  group  profit  of  £3  03m  in 
1971  (against  £2-27m  in  1970). 
The  dividend  is  20  per  cent  (16 
per  cent). 

The  gelatin  side  of  the  busi- 
ness has  been  a  problem,  said 
the  chairman,  Mr  F.  A.  S. 
Wood.  In  this  it  has  shared 
the  fate  of  the  world  gelatin 
industry  in  1971  with  a  very 
severe  fall-off  in  business  he 
added.  Measures  had  been 
taken  to  adapt  to  the  new 
situation  and  1972  should  see 
"a  big  improvement". 

During  1971,  the  main  fea- 
ture of  the  capital  expenditure 
programme  was  the  completion 
in  the  chemical  division  of  a 
project  costing  approximately 
£450,000  which  has  provided 
the  most  modern  facilities  in 
Europe  for  the  fractional  dis- 
tillation of  fatty  acids,  together 
with  a  new  capacity  for  the 
manufacture  of  nitrogen  de- 
rived chemicals.  The  board  has 
approved  a  capital  spending 
programme  for  1972  amounting 
to  £lm.  In  addition  projects 
totalling  £l-4m  are  under  active 
consideration. 

ICI's  profit  cut 
on  higher  sales 

Group  profit  of  Imperial 
Chemical  Industries  Ltd,  before 
tax,  in  the  first  quarter 
amounted  to  £21m  from  sales 
of  £387m  against  £41m  profit 
and  £372m  sales  in  the  first 
quarter  of  1971.  Taxation  takes 
£llm  (against  £llm). 

Group  sales  consisted  of 
£178m  in  the  home  market 
(£175m).  Exports  from  UK 
amounted  to  £69m  (£69m). 
Group  profit  was  adversely 
affected  by  the  miners'  strike  to 
the  tune  of  about  £5m. 

Sharp  increase  for 
Ever  Ready  pl^*1 

Following  sharply  increased 
profits  Ever  Ready  Co  (Great 
Britain)  are  raising  their  divi- 
dend from  51p  to  6p  per  25p 
share  for  the  year  to  February 
26,  1972.  A  scrip  issue  of  one- 
for-two  is  also  proposed. 

The  pre-tax  figure  was  £8-65m 
compared  with  £6-95m,  after 
£2-82m  (£2-45m)  for  the  first 
half. 


In  brief 

M.  A.  Steinhard  Ltd  and  Euro- 
pharma  Ltd,  have  removed  to 
703  Tudor  Estate,  Abbey 
Road,  Park  Royal,  London 
NW10  7UW  (Telephone:  01- 
965  0194). 

Edenbridge    Pharmacy    is  the 

new  trading  title  adopted  by 
Gordon  Davis  Pharmacy,  62 
High  Street,  Edenbridge,  Kent. 

Odex  Racasan  Ltd  made  a 
trading  profit  of  £402,765  in 
the  year  ended  March  31 
(against  £324,819  in  previous 
year),  group  profit  after  tax 
was  £246,222  (£205,579). 

Greeff     Chemicals  Holdings 

Ltd  repeat  their  dividend  for 
1971  at  13y  per  cent.  Group 
pre-tax  profit  is  slightly  higher 
at  £480,013  (£471,183).  Tax 
takes  £54,081  (£57,162). 


/   
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Bill 

Winthrop  Laboratories  have  ap- 
pointed Mr  Jeff  Wood,  CA, 
their  marketing  director.  Mr 
Wood  joined  the  Winthrop 
group  in  1964  and  has  been 
financial  director  since  1970. 

Fisons  Ltd:  Lord  Netherthorpe 
has  announced  his  retirement  as 
chairman  with  effect  from  next 
year  when  Mr  George  Burton 
(vice-chairman)  will  succeed 
him. 

Ronson  Products  Ltd  have  ap- 
pointed Mr  C.  D.  Cookman 
general  manager  of  their  elec- 
trical division.  Mr  Cookman 
joined  Ronson  in  1964,  became 
sales  manager  of  the  electrical 
division  in  1968  and  marketing 
manager  the  following  year.  He 
will  be  based  at  Cramlington. 
Northumberland. 

Bonne  Bel!  Ltd  have  appointed 
Mr  Neil  Brookwick  managing 


director.  Previously  he  held  a 
similar  position  with  Alo  Cos- 
metics Ltd. 


No  alternative 
to  levy/grant 
system — DITB 

There  is  at  present  no  satisfac- 
tory alternative  to  the  levy/ 
grant  system  as  an  incentive  tc 
training  in  the  distributive 
industry  —  though  disengage- 
ment should  be  allowed  foi 
those  firms  who  do  reach  the 
highest  appropriate  standards 
That  is  the  central  point  oi 
comments  which  the  Distribu- 
tive Industry  Training  Board 
has  made  to  the  Secretary  ol 
State  for  Employment  on  the 
consultative  document  "Train- 
ing for  the  Future". 

The  Board  states  that  it  can- 
not accept  the  fundamental 
assumption  in  "Training  for 
the  Future"  that  "high  quality 
training  is  accepted  as  a  nor- 
mal and  necessary  part  of 
running  a  business". 

The  DITB  comments  "It  is 
the  Board's  firm  belief  that 
unless  there  are  adequate  in- 
centives to  encourage  training 
the  amount  of  training  being 
carried  out  in  this  industry 
will  soon  revert  to  the  position 
that  existed  before  the  forma- 
tion of  this  Board. 

"The  Board  has  always 
appreciated  that  the  levy /grant 
system  is  a  blunt  instrument. 
But  in  general  it  has  given 
great  stimulus  to  training  in 
the  distributive  trades  even 
though  in  its  three  years'  exist- 
ence this  Board  has  operated 
on  a  low  levy." 

To  avoid  the  majority  of 
objections  to  levy/grant,  how- 
ever, the  Board  is  proposing 
that  its  present  operation 
should  be  modified  by  the  in- 
troduction of  a  system  of  dis- 
engagement for  those  firms 
who  reach  the  highest  training 
standard  that  could  be  achieved 
with  the  assistance  of  the 
Board,  and  who  continue  to 
operate  approved  schemes. 

Dealing  with  other  aspects 
of  the  consultative  document 
the  DITB  welcomes  the  pro- 
posal to  establish  a  Council 
of  Manpower  Services  but 
urges  that  it  should  include 
representatives  of  the  distribu- 
tive trades  and  should  have 
executive  power  over  the 
National  Training  Agency. 

On  the  financial  proposals 
of  "Training  for  the  Future" 
the  DITB  declares  that  the 
estimate  of  between  £25m  and 
£40m  as  the  cost  of  the  NT  A 
and  all  ITB's  is  likely  to  be 
totally  inadequate.  The  Board 
is  also  concerned  at  the  sug- 
gestion that  ITB's  who  are 
permitted  to  continue  with  a 
levy /grant  system  will  not  have 
access  to  central  funds. 
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66%  of  all 

holidaymakers  bum 
in  the  sun... 


now  you  and  Sylvasun  can  stop  all  that 

Think  of  the  number  of  people  who  will  ask  you  for  a  really  effective  way 
to  prevent  painful  sunburn,  this  summer. 

Now  there  is  a  way.  Sylvasun— the  sun  pill.  Prevents  sunburn  and 
promotes  sun-tan. 

How  good  is  Sylvasun? 
Sylvasun  safely  accelerates  the  body's  own  defences  against  sunburn. 
Two  Sylvasun  tablets  daily  and  your  customers  get  day-long  protection. 
And  because  it's  a  pill,  Sylvasun  is  easy  and  convenient  to  use. 

Does  Sylvasun  really  work? 
Sylvasun  has  been  exhaustively  tested  by  BOAC/BEA  medical  staff.  Over  90% 
of  cabin  staff  taking  part  in  the  test,  who  had  previously  suffered  sunburn, 
benefited  from  using  Sylvasun.  (See  The  Practitioner —May  1971  for  the  full  write-up). 

It  has  also  been  used  by  the  M.C.C.  (who  asked  for  more)  and  the  English 
Football  Team  in  South  America  (who  thought  it  was  great!). 

And  will  Sylvasun  sell? 

This  summer  we  are  giving  Sylvasun  full  national  advertising  support.  Hard  selling 
advertisements  will  be  telling  your  customers  about  Sylvasun  in  Woman, 
Woman's  Realm,  Readers  Digest,  TV  Times,  Weekend  and  a  host  of  other 
publications,  during  the  peak  holiday  period. 

And  Sylvasun  is  profitable  too ... 
At  47p  per  pack,  you  make  £1.88  on  every  outer  of  twelve  you  sell.  And  with  the 
introductory  bonus  of  14  invoiced  as  12,  you  can  make  as  much  as  £2.82.  But  hurry 
—the  offer  only  lasts  while  your  wholesaler  still  has  his  introductory  stock. 

In-store  Display. 

To  remind  your  customers  about  Sylvasun  while  they  .  c^sS^^ 
are  in  your  store,  use  the  special  point-of-sale 
support  material,  available  from  your  .  ;  ^ 

wholesaler.  A  Sylvasun  representative  will      l&  ? 
soon  call  to  discuss  the  details. 

Sylvasun -Stops  you  burning 
—  Helps  you  tan.  47p. 

Manufactured  by  Chefaro  Proprietaries  Ltd., 
^       Crown  House,  Morden,  Surrey. 
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Topical  reflections 
oy  Xrayser 


{  A 


Professor  A.  R.  Rogers,  head  of 
the  department  of  pharmacy, 
Heriot-Watt  University,  has 
been  appointed  dean  of  the 
university  faculty  of  science  for 
a  period  of  three  years,  com- 
mencing October  1. 


Professor    Sir    Ernst  Chain, 

FRS,  professor  of  biochemistry, 
Imperial  College  of  Science 
and1  Technology,  is  this  year's 
recipient  of  the  Hanbury 
Memorial  Medal.  Presenting 
the  award  last  week,  Mr  W. 
M.  Darling,  President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  spoke 
of  the  early  highlight  in  Pro- 
fessor Chain's  career  when  he 
received  the  Nobel  Prize  for 
work  he  did  with  Professor 
Howard  Florey  on  developing 
penicillin  into  a  therapeutic 
agent.  He  had  made  outstand- 
ing contributions  to  better 
understanding  of  the  human 
metabolic  processes. 

Lord  Cohen  of  Birkenhead, 
who  chaired  the  meeting  at 
which  the  Memorial  lecture 
was  given,  added  that  Professor 
Chain  was  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  of  living  bio- 
chemists. 

In  his  lecture.  Professor 
Chain  reviewed  the  bio- 
chemist's contribution  to  drug 
research. 

Deaths 

Loughman,  recently.  Frank 
Loughman,  MPSI  (last  week  p 
724). 

A  colleague  writes:  On  May 
13  we  pharmacists  received  with 
deepest  regret  the  news  of  the 
death  of  Frank  Loughman. 
MPSI,  Clonmel. 

No  words  could  adequately 
express  the  indebtedness  of  all 
pharmacists  to  the  unselfish  and 
dedicated  labours  Frank  put  in- 
to furthering  our  cause  and 
image  both  in  our  own  Coun- 
cils, at  national  and  local  level, 


and  in  the  bigger  ones  of  our 
national  Parliament,  where,  in 
the  many  years  he  was  a  TD 
and  Senator,  he  always  de- 
fended and  pleaded  the  impor- 
tance of  the  pharmacist  in  the 
Health  Services  of  the  com- 
munity. 

He  spent  20-odd  years  as  a 
diligent  member  of  the  Council 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
where  he  was  President  for  two 
years,  and  also  chaired  the 
Tipperary  Pharmacists'  Asso- 
ciation for  over  20. 

Pharmacy  is  indeed  the 
poorer  for  his  passing. 

Rees:  On  May  22.  Mr  Owen 
Edward  Rees,  MPS,  Silver- 
brook,  Llantrithyd,  Cowbridge, 
Glamorgan  CF7  7UB.  Mr  Rees 
was  regional  sales  manager  for 
Wales  and  the  West  of  Eng- 
land for  Parke,  Davis  &  Co 
having  joined  as  a  representa- 
tive in  1948.  Mr  Rees  qualified 
in  1936  after  which  he  worked 
in  Cambridge,  Plymouth  and 
Hastings. 

Mr  J.  R.  Archer  (director 
professional  services,  Parke- 
Davis)  writes:  Mr  Rees  was  a 
man  of  great  sincerity  and 
generosity  with  a  lively  sense 
of  humour.  A  man  of  great 
integrity  he  was  well  respected 
and  well  liked  by  all  who 
knew  him.  He  was  a  keen 
member  of  Cardiff  Rugby  Club 
and  gardener. 


□  Police  cars,  equipped  with 
loudspeakers,  toured  Galston  in 
Ayrshire  recently  after  a 
quantity  of  drugs — many  of 
them  dangerous — had  been 
stolen  from  the  pharmacy  at  4 
Wallace  Street,  Galston. 

□  Largs  Town  Council  is  to 
tell  Ayr  County  Planning  Com- 
mittee that  it  is  not  in  favour  of 
a  pharmacy  on  the  sea-front 
being  converted  into  a  bingo 
hall. 

O  Mason  &  Son  (Chemists) 
Ltd,  with  a  branch  shop  at  97 
Bel  voir  Road,  Coalville,  Leics, 
took  first  prize  for  their  win- 
dow display  in  a  window-dress- 
ing contest  organised  by  Coal- 
ville Chamber  of  Trade. 

□  Prescriptions  amounting  to 
14,381,004  were  dispensed  in 
England  during  January,  1972 
as  opposed  to  22,241,998  dur- 
ing the  same  period  in  1971. 
In  London  the  figures  were 
927,846  and  1,501,943  respec- 
tively. Total  costs,  ingredients, 
fees,  oxygen  delivery  and  con- 
tainer allowance,  for  Eng- 
land, in  January,  1972  was 
£17,234,480  and  £15,701,612 
for  1971. 


May  gathering 


The  annual  pharmaceutical  pilgrimage  to  London  is  now 
over,  and  the  captains  and  the  kings  have  taken  their 
departure.  In  the  main,  the  meetings  were  in  a  singularly 
minor  key.  The  problems  facing  pharmacy  are  well-known, 
and  it  is  a  little  difficult  to  maintain  a  high  pitch  of  enthusi- 
asm in  matters  which  seem  to  progress  but  slowly  from  year 
to  year. 

The  planning   of   a   pharmaceutical   service   cannot  be 
accomplished  overnight,  but  it  seems  to  have  made  little 
advance,  as  does  the  matter  of  rural  dispensing,  and  we  have 
to  content  ourselves  with  the  expressed  hope  that  the  pro 
longed  discussions  will  eventually  bear  fruit. 

Yet,  in  the  minds  of  all  present,  there  must  be  a  feeling 
that  there  are  vital  problems  which  must  be  tackled  with 
urgency — problems  transcending  those  of  giving  consideration 
to  a  Pharmaceutical  Society  necktie  or  a  scarf  for  the  ladies 

What  are  our  main  objectives?  Are  we  to  become  more 
professional?  Or  are  we  to  allow  commercial  interests  to 
dictate  the  future  pattern  of  pharmacy?  Are  we  to  plan 
an  intake  commensurate  with  actual  need,  so  that  in  due 
course  there  will  be  a  relation  between  the  strength  on  the 
register  and  the  pharmaceutical  needs  of  the  community 
wherever  they  may  be?  Are  we  to  recognise  once  more  that 
the  supply  of  medicines  is  a  professional  action  more  appro- 
priately undertaken  in  surroundings  which  are  distinguishable 
from  a  supermarket? 

For,  after  all,  there  is  little  ground  for  complaint  over  the 
selling  of  medicines  by  the  supermarket  if  the  pharmacy  has 
so  concealed  its  purpose  that  the  public  mind  is  confused. 
But  these  are  ramblings. 

Need  for  direction 

The  new  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  with  two 
newcomers,  is  faced  (as  always)  with  policy-making.  The 
principal  matters  calling  for  condensation  and  crystallisation 
include  a  planned  pharmaceutical  service,  which  inevitably 
concerns  entry  to  pharmacy;  the  acceptance  of  something  of 
the  Continental  pattern,  in  which  the  individual  pharmacist  is 
recognised  as  a  professional  man  and  not  merely  a  legal 
necessity  to  be  exploited  by  unqualified  financial  interests.  I 
cannot  see  European  pharmacy  at  all  eager  to  adopt  our 
present  pattern. 

The  new  Council  will  also  have  to  formulate  a  clear 
policy  in  the  matter  of  the  revolution  in  general  practice 
medicine — a  task  fraught  with  the  utmost  difficulty  in  the 
light  of  the  sudden  emergence  of  a  medical  herd  instinct  and 
the  uncertainty  of  its  ultimate  destiny.  I  am  not  for  one 
moment  suggesting  that  the  Council  is  unaware  of  the 
matters  to  which  I  refer,  or  that  the  representatives  who 
gathered  in  London  recently  are  not  fully  cognisant  of  the 
immense  task  facing  it. 

Renaissance 

I  cannot  think  that  a  voluntary  trading  organisation  is  the 
answer  to  a  profession  desirous  of  finding  its  true  place  in 
modern  society.  That  desire  should  be  for  an  opportunity  to 
use  its  skills  to  the  utmost  in  a  situation  in  which  the  super- 
market and  its  way  of  life  has  no  place. 

A  renaissance  will  require  courage  and  boldness,  and  now, 
with  the  European  agreement  in  the  offing,  is  the  time  to  make 
up  our  minds.  That  is  a  challenge  to  both  the  Council  and 
its  members.  The  implications  should  be  faced  at  once. 
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Berk  Representatives  mean  busi 


BERK  Representatives  do  not  make  "Courtesy  Calls"  or  just  "look  in 
while  in  the  neighbourhood."  They  know  how  busy  you  are.  The  BERK 
Representative  gets  down  to  business.  He  calls  to  keep  you  informed  about 
important  developments  in  our  range  of  speciality  products  and  to  encourage 
your  wider  use  of  BERK  Economy  Brands  to  meet  the  large  volume  of  "open 
prescriptions." 

The  BERK  Representative  means  friendly  service,  regular  calls,  outstanding 
speciality  products,  quality  Economy  Brands  and  better  business.  BERK 
Representatives  work  for  us  but  they  take  their  orders  from  you. 


Approved  Name 

Berk  Brand  Name 

Presentation 

Packs 

Bendrofluazide  tablets  BP 

BERKOZIDE  ® 

Tabs  2.5  mg  &  5  mg 

100  &  1000 

Erythromycin  tablets  BP 

ERYCEN  ® 

Tabs  250  mg 

1  00  &  500 

Imipramine  tablets  BP 

BERKOMINE  ® 

Tabs  1 0  mg 
Tabs  25  mg 

250  &  1000 
200  &  1000 

L-dopa  tablets 

BERKDOPA  * 

Tabs  500  mg 

100  &  500 

Methyldopa  tablets  BP 

DOPAMET  * 

Tabs  250  mg 

250  &  1000 

Nitrofurantoin  tablets  BP 

BERKFURIN  ® 

Tabs  50  mg  &  100  mg 

1 00  &  1 000 

Oxytetracycline  tabs/caps  BP 
and  syrup 

BERKMYCEN  ® 

Tabs  &  Caps  250  mg 
Syrup  1  25  mg/5  ml 

100  &  1000 
500  ml 

Penicillin  V  tablets  BP 

ECONOPEN  ®  V 

Tabs  250  mg 

100  &  500 

Phenylbutazone  tablets  BP 

FLEXAZONE  ® 

Tabs  100  mg 
Tabs  200  mg 

250  &  1000 
250 

Quinidine  sulphate  tablets  BP 

AURIQUIN  * 

Tabs  200  mg  &  300  mg 

1 00  &  500 

Tetracycline  tabs/caps  BP 
Tetracycline  mixture  BPC 

TETRACHEL® 

Tabs  250  mg 
Caps  250  mg 
Syrup  1 25  mg/5  mi 

1 00  &  1 000 
1 00  &  500 
500  ml 

Tetracycline  hydrochloride  BP 
with  nystatin  BP  tablets 

SILTETRIN  « 

Tabs  250  mg 

100 

BERK  PHARMACEUTICALS  LIMITED 

®  Regd.  Trade  Mark      *  Trade  Mark 


GODALMING  &  SHALFORD 


SURREY 

J.3842 
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Photographic 

Agfa  electronic  at  under  £20 

Agfa  Gevaert  smash  the  £20  barrier  with 
their  new  Agfamatic  300  Sensor  camera 
(£19-82).  A  compact,  easy-to-use  126  cart- 
ridge camera  with  CdS  exposure  control; 
and  electronic  shutter  with  speeds  from 
1/300  sec  to  30  sec;  a  warning  signal  in 
viewfinder  for  shutter  speeds  longer  than 
1  /  30  sec  and  a  three  element  f8  42mm 
Color  Agnar  lens  with  focus  setting  by 
3  symbols.  There  is  a  cable  release  socket, 
and  the  usual  Agfamatic  Sensor  release. 
The  camera  accepts  Magicube  flash  units 
and  has  a  metal  carrying  chain  (Agfa- 
Gevaert  Ltd,  Great  West  Road,  Brentford, 
Middlesex). 

Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Revlon  feminine  spray 

Revlon  have  introduced  a  feminine  hy- 
giene spray  (£0-70)  which  is  presented  in 
a  slim  orange /yellow  floral  patterned 
4oz  aerosol  pack  and  is  said  to  be 
especiallly  gentle  and  non-irritating,  con- 
taining a  special  chafe  preventative  (Rev- 
lon International  Corporation,  86  Brook 
Street,  London  Wl). 

pHisoDerm  skin  cleanser 
Winthrop  Laboratories  have  introduced  a 
new  skin  cleanser,  pHisoDerm,  in  15cc 
bottles  (£0-59).  It  is  said  to  be  more  effi- 
cient than  soap,  contains  no  perfume  or 
colouring  and  because  it  has  the  same 
pH  value  as  normal  skin  (between  5  and 
6)  will  not  disturb  the  skin's  acid/alkali 
balance.  It  does  not  contain  hexachloro- 
phane. 

Advertising  begins  this  month  in  Vogue, 
Harpers,  Woman's  Journal.  Woman,  She 
and  Good  Housekeeping,  display  outers 
and  crowners  are  available  and  there  is 
an  introductory  bonus  offer  of  £0  35  on  a 
minimum  order  of  six  packs  (Winthrop 
Laboratories,  Winthrop  House,  Surbiton- 
upon-Thames,  Surrey). 

Clairol's  born  blondes 

ClairoFs  Born  Blonde  lightener  and  Born 
Blonde  colourant  are  said  to  represent  "the 
most  significant  development  in  home  hair- 
colouring  in  recent  years",  and  are  des- 
cribed  as    together    being   the  first-ever 


double-process  blonding  treatment  of  its 
kind  on  the  retail  market. 

The  oil-based  lightener,  with  condition- 
ing action,  is  claimed  to  gently  lighten 
even  black  hair  to  a  blonde  shade,  is 
easy  to  apply  and  comes  in  a  complete 
kit  with  applicator.  But,  state  the  company, 
a  skin  test  is  not  necessary,  although  they 
suggest  a  strand  test  to  predetermine  the 
development  time  required.  The  colourant, 
a  semi-permanent  toner  for  use  only  on 
pre-lightened  or  bleached  hair  contains  no 
peroxide  yet  is  designed  to  last  through 
between  three  and  six  shampoos.  It  comes 
in  six  shades,  precious  platinum,  intoxicat- 
ing ivory,  blissfully  blonde,  beautiful  beige, 
winsome  wheat  and  happy  honey. 

The  manufacturers  do  recommend  a 
skin  test  in  this  case  and  give  instructions 
in  the  pack  leaflet,  while  stressing  that  un- 
less the  correct  degree  of  porosity  has 
been  reached  before  application,  the 
colour  may  not  take  correctly  or  last  as 
long  and  that  the  hair  should  be  sham- 
pooed once  between  perm  and  colourant 
application  (Bristol-Myers  Products,  Stam- 
ford House,  Langley,  Slough  SL3  6EB). 

Rimmel  forge  ahead 

Rimmel  have  announced  a  massive  pro- 
gramme for  1972  with  their  "look",  des- 
cribed as  a  dramatic  turn  to  vivid  colour, 
enhanced  by  several  new  products  and 
many  new  shades. 

Their  cream  crayon  collection  (£0.85) 
has  seven  soft  crayons  to  be  used  indi- 
vidually or  together  which  are  said  to  be 
easy  to  apply  and  can  be  used  above  or 


below  the  eye.  The  colours  are  sky  blue, 
peacock  blue,  silver  fern,  lilac  haze,  sun- 1 
flower,  Parma  violet  and  snow  white.  Pre- 
dicting that  eyeliner  is  on  the  way  back,  I 
Rimmel  have  introduced  eye  liner  pencils 
(£0T7)  in  azure  shimmer,  green  shimmer 
and  blue  shimmer,  claimed  to  be  so  soft  I 
that  they  will  not  drag  or  scratch  the  most! 
sensitive  of  skins.  "As  a  result  of  repeated  [ 
requests   from    the   public".   Dewy  skin! 
lotion    (£0-27),    a    delicately  perfumed 
preparation  recommended  for  young  and  | 
older  skins  makes  it  debut. 

The  collection  of  new  shades  to  the  I 
range  includes  rosy  shimmer,  poppy  ice, J 
and  truly  red  in  push-up  and  twist  case 
lipsticks,  as  well  as  the  latter  two  in  nail 
lacquer  with  the  "rosy"  shade  coming  in 
the  pearl  nail  lacquer  series.  The  mois- 
turised lipsticks  are  in  claret  sorbet  and 
plum  sorbet  to  match  frosted  opal  nail 
lacquers,  which  now  include  meringue 
sorbet.  Claret  gloss  joins  the  lip  glosses.  | 

To  the  pearly  eye  gloss  collection  comes 
damson  pearl,  grape  has  joined  eye  shadow 
sticks;  indigo  opal  has  been  added  to  the 
cream  eye  shadow  range;  there  is  a  fifth 
combination  to  the  eye  shadow  palette — 
lilac/blue/green/white,  and  rosewood  silk 
is  the  latest  colour  of  hair  colourant  sham- 
poo which  is  designed  to  add  a  red  over- 
tone to  mousey  or  light  brown  hair. 

Rimmel  are  also  distributing  a  new  self- 
service  stand  which  measures  only  241in 
overall,  9£in  less  than  the  previous  unit, 
and  has  a  blue  colour  scheme  with  the 
new  Rimmel  name-style  embossed  in  gold 
foil.  It  holds  more  items  than  before — a 
total  of  655  from  67  products,  with  more 
display  space  for  faster  moving  lines.  Lips, 
hands  and  nails  products  are  on  the  top 
tier,  face  and  skin  preparations  on  the 
middle  and  those  for  eyes  on  the  bottom. 

There  are  in  addition  two  "mini"  mer- 
chandising units — one  for  hair  colourants 
which  comes  with  a  full  colour  shade  card/ 
headboard,  showing  the  effect  of  each 
shade  on  the  hair,  and  the  other  for  per- 
fumes and  Colognes  with  a  testing  section 
holding  a  phial  of  each  of  the  six  frag- 
rances (Rimmel  International  Ltd,  17 
Cavendish  Square,  London  Wl). 
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Household 

Vapona  Spirelle  flykiller 
Shell  are  launching  a  further  Vapona 
flykiller,  the  Spirelle  (£1-25),  which  like 
other  similar  products  in  the  range,  is 
based  on  a  system  of  controlled  release 
from  a  plastic  matrix.  However,  the 
Spirelle  is  said  to  be  more  aesthetic  than 
the  original  Vapona  flykiller  with  a  close 
fitting  cover  in  a  brown  and  orange 
design.  The  product  will  be  available 
nationally  to  Boots  outlets,  but  to  other 
chemists  only  in  the  Southern  TV  area 
(Smith  &  Nephew  Ltd,  Bessemer  Road, 
Welwyn  Garden  City,  Herts). 

Contraception 

Petipac  for  Norlestrin 
Parke-Davis,  Usk  Road,  Pontypool,  Mon 
NP4  8YH  have  introduced  a  new  pack 
[Petipac)  for  Norlestrin. 

Pouch  shaped,  with  a  positive  purse- 
type  closure  device,  the  slim  lilac 
coloured  container  incorporates  a  built- 
n  memory-minder,  and  is  designed  to 
resemble  an  eye  make-up  kit. 

Advertising  to  support  the  launch  of 
the  Petipac,  which  takes  standard  Nor- 
lestrin refills,  will  carry  the  headline 
'Now — the  'pill'  that  suits  her  best,  in 
the  pack  that  pleases  her  most". 


TRI-ADCORTYL  OTIC  ointment 

Manufacturer  E.  R.  Squibb  &  Sons  Ltd,  Regal 

House,  Twickenham,  Middlesex,  TW1  3QT 

Description  Ointment  each  gramme  contains 

triamcinolone     acetonide     lmg,  neomycin 

sulphate  equivalent  to  2-5mg  neomycin  base, 

gramicidin  0-25mg,  nystatin  100,000  units  in 

a  vanishing  cream  base 

Indications  Otitis  externa 

Method  of  use  Apply  to  the  affected  areas 

two  or  three  times  daily 

Side  effects  Sensitivity  reactions  to  neomycin 

may   occur   and   gramicidin   sensitivity  has 

occasionally  been  reported 

Storage  No  special  requirements 

Pack  Of  lOg  with  applicator  (£0-65  trade) 

Supply  restrictions  TSA 

Issued  June  1,  1972 

PRAXILENE  capsules 

Manufacturer  Lipha  (UK  Branch) 
Distributor  Coates  &  Cooper  Ltd,  Pyramid 
Works,  West  Drayton,  Middlesex 
Description  Pale  pink  capsules  each  contain- 
ng  naftidrofuryl  lOOmg 
Indications  Cerebral  vascular  disease,  cere- 


New  Freedom  in  polybags 

Kimberley-Clark  Ltd,  Larkfield,  nr  Maid- 
stone, Kent,  have  repacked  their  Kotex 
New  Freedom  sanitary  towels  in  polybags, 
following  a  similar  change  for  Kotex 
loop  product,  when  sales  are  said  to  have 
increased  by  27  per  cent. 

They  add  that  the  pack  is  softer  with 
more  feminine  appeal  and  that  the  tran- 
sit damage  is  reduced.  To  coincide  with 
the  change,  there  is  an  on-pack  offer  of  a 
pair  of  knee  'sox'  at  £0  60,  claimed  to  be 
at  least  a  30  per  cent  saving  on  the  RSP. 

Tweed  spray 

Lentheric  have  introduced  a  30g  Parfum 
de  Toilette  spray  (£1-50)  in  Tweed,  which 
appeared  in  a  television  commercial  in 
Scotland  and  heralds  a  "massive"  adver- 
tising programme  for  the  fragrance 
through  this  medium.  Supplies  of  the 
spray  are  available  from  Lentheric 
Morny  Ltd,  17  Old  Bond  Street,  London 
W1X  4AY. 

Larger  Bradosol  packs 

CIBA  Laboratories,  Horsham,  Sussex  are 
now  presenting  Bradosol  lozenges  in 
packs  of  24  (£0-18)  instead  of  20  (£01 5) 
and  in  outers  containing  10  units,  as 
opposed  to  the  previous  12. 


New  size  Close-up 

Elida  Gibbs  Ltd,  Hesketh  House,  Port- 
man  Square,  London  W1A  1DY,  are  now 
selling  nationally  a  new  economy  size 
Close-up  (£0-29). 

Prices  reduced 

To  late  for  inclusion  in  this  week's  Price 
Service  Supplement,  Roche  Products  Ltd, 
Broadwater  Road,  Welwyn  Garden  City, 
Herts,  have  announced  price  reductions 
from  June  1  for  both  Valium  tablets  and 
capsules.  Revised  trade  prices  are:  2mg 
(100)  £0-62,  (500)  £2-50;  5mg  (100)  £0-90. 
(500)  £3-70.  Prices  of  all  other  Valium 
presentations  are  unchanged. 

Sylvia  offer 

Trade  offer  number  three  for  New  Sylvia 
disposable  tab-end  towels  (C&D,  May  20) 
should  have  read:  with  the  standard  price 
cartons  of  48  packets  of  10,  D.81  there  is 
an  introductory  bonus  of  one  carton  free 
with  every  12  cartons  of  D.81.  Supplies  are 
available  from  Cuxson,  Gerrard  &  Co 
Ltd,  Oldbury,  Warley,  Worcs. 


bral  atherosclerosis  and  peripheral  vascular 
disorders 

Contraindications  Hypersensitivity  to  nafti- 
drofuryl 

Dosage  One  capsule  to  be  taken  three  times 
a  day  or  as  directed  by  the  physician 
Notes  Praxilene  has  a  vasodilator  effect,  is 
a  local  anaesthetic  and  has  antibradykinin 
and  antiserotonin  properties 
Side  effects  Rarely  headache,  nausea,  epigas- 
tric pain,  diarrhoea,  insomnia,  or  vertigo 
Pack  Of  100  capsules  (£4-53  trade),  500  (£22) 
Supply  restrictions  Recommended  on  prescrip- 
tion only  Issued  May  1972 

ATENSINE  tablets 

Manufacturer  Berk  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
Station  Road,  Shalford,  Surrey 
Description  White  tablets  embossed  "Berk 
2"  each  containing  diazepam  2mg  and  yellow 
tablets  embossed  "Berk  5"  each  containing 
diazepam  5mg 

Indications  Acute  and  chronic  anxiety  states. 
Tension  headache,  obsessive  compulsive  neu- 
roses, insomnia  associated  with  anxiety ;  der- 
matological,  gastro-intestinal  and  cardiovas- 
cular conditions  of  psychosomatic  origin, 
dysmenorrhoea  and  muscle  spasm  of  varied 
aetiology 

Dosage  Mild  anxiety  in  ambulant  patients  2 
mg  three  times  a  day.  Severe  anxiety  states 
and  obsessive  compulsive  neuroses  15-30mg 
daily  in  divided  doses.  Children  l-5mg  daily 
in  divided  doses.  Insomnia  associated  with 
anxiety  5-30mg  before  retiring.  Muscle  spasm 
of  varied  aetiology  2-1 5mg  daily  in  divided 


doses.  Elderly  and  debilitated  patients  should 
be  given  half  adult  dose. 
Precautions  As  with  other  drugs  acting  on 
the  central  nervous  system,  patients  should 
be  instructed  to  avoid  taking  alcohol  while 
under  treatment.  May  modify  reactions,  eg 
driving  ability 

Storage  Cool  dry  place,  protect  from  light 
Packs   Of  250  (2mg)  (£1-28   trade),  (5mg) 
(£1-90)  and  1,000  (2mg)  (£4-93),  (5mg)  (£7-30) 
Supply  restrictions  PI,  S48  Issued  May  1972 

ACTINAC  lotion 

Manufacturer  Roussel  Laboratories  Ltd, 
Roussel  House,  Wembley  Park,  Middlesex 
HA9  0NF 

Description  Lotion  supplied  as :  powder  con- 
taining in  each  gramme,  chloramphenicol 
40mg,  hydrocortisone  acetate  40mg,  butoxy- 
ethyl  nicotinate  24mg,  allantoin  24mg,  pre- 
cipitated sulphur  320mg  and  excipient,  and 
solvent :  purified  water  8ml 
Indications  Acne  vulgaris  and  other  acneiform 
conditions 

Contraindications  Know  hypersensitivity  to 
any  of  the  ingredients 

Method  of  use  Apply  night  and  morning  for 
4  days  and  at  night  only  thereafter.  Treat- 
ment should  be  continued  for  3  days  after 
dissappearance  of  spots  to  prevent  recurrence 
Precautions  Avoid  contact  with  eyes  and 
mouth 

Pack  Treatment  pack  of  2  vials  of  powder 
(each  2-5g)  and  2  vials  of  solvent  (each  8ml) 
(£0-80  +  PT) 

Supply  restrictions  TSA  Issued  June  1,  1972 


B 
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Three  R&C  offers 

Veet  "O",  Valderma  and  Hold  &  Shine 
are  currently  being  promoted  with  offers 
by  Reckitt  &  Colman. 

For  Veet  "O"  the  offer  is  aimed  at 
younger  women  who  are  new  to  the  prob- 
lem of  superfluous  hair,  and  takes  the 
form  of  an  18-in  fluffy  dog  called  "Softie". 
Customers  fill  in  a  point-of-sale  leaflet  and 
send  it  with  proof  of  purchase  and  £  1  -99. 

Encouraging  chemists  to  build  effective 
displays  with  Valderma  balm  is  a  display 
item  which  shows  off  the  product  to 
advantage.  A  casserole  dish  by  Pyrex 
(worth  about  £2)  is  combined  with  a 
special  show  card  to  make  a  display  when 
the  dish  is  filled  with  balm  and  soap. 

Hold  &  Shine  is  currently  featuring  an 
on-pack  offer  in  a  nationwide  Star  Poster 
campaign.  The  deal  is  that  any  purchaser 
of  Hold  &  Shine  is  entitled  to  a  30p 
discount  on  either  of  the  two  70p  posters 
shown  on  the  pack — Elvis  Presley  or 
Steve  McQueen.  Alternatively,  the  pur- 
chaser can  send  off  for  a  catalogue  and 
obtain  any  one  of  the  range  of  38  x  25-in 
Star  Posters  (Reckitt  &  Colman  toiletries 
division,  Sunnydale,  Derby). 

Robinsons  at  rally 

Robinsons  of  Chesterfield  are  sponsoring 
a  car  at  the  current  International  Open 
Scottish  Rally.  It  carries  the  Paddi  pink 
and  blue  colours  on  a  white  back- 
ground, the  product  symbol  and  panda 
mascot  and  will  be  seen  among  the 
197  cars  setting  out  today  on  the  1,000 
mile  route  from  Glasgow  Airport 
(Robinson  &  Sons  Ltd,  Wheat  Bridge 
Mills,  Chesterfield). 

Born  lucky  or  blonde 

"Some  girls  are  born  lucky  .  .  .  the  rest 
are  born  Blonde"  is  the  message  of  the 
advertising  campaign  for  Clairol's  Born 
Blonde  lightener  and  colourant  beginning 
in  July.  Vogue.  Woman,  Woman's  Own, 
Cosmopolitan,  Honey  and  19  will  be  used. 

In  addition,  the  consumer  can  obtain  at 
point  of  sale  an  application  form  to  send 
in  with  the  top  flap  from  both  packs  in 
return  for  a  coupon  worth  £0  54,  the  price 
of  the  colourant  pack. 

The  trade  incentives  are  a  prepacked 
display  shipper  with  wire  stand  containing 
12  packs  of  colourant,  plus  one  free,  12 
packs  of  lightener  plus  one  free  and  a 
shade  selector.  On  loose  stock,  13  are  in- 
voiced as  12  for  an  order  of  12  lighteners 
and  12  colourants  (Bristol-Myers  Products, 
Stamford  House,  Langley,  Slough  SL3 
6EB). 

Clinic  relaunch  support 

An  advertising  budget  of  £100,000  has 
been  allocated  for  the  relaunch  of  Clinic 
shampoo,  involving  True  Story,  True 
Romance,  Woman's  Story.  Pins  & 
Needles,  True  Magazine,  She,  Good 
Housekeeping,  Woman,  My  Weekly  and 
Woman's  Weekly.  There  is  also  a  com- 
prehensive selection  of  display  material 
available  to  the  trade,  including  mini  and 


Cannon  Babysafe  teat  dispenser, 
measuring  approximately  11±in  high  by 
11\\n  deep  and  7\in  wide  and  holding  six 
of  each  hole  size  (large,  medium  and 
small),  is  supplied  free  with  purchases 
of  50  or  100  assorted  packs  of  item  150 
universal  teats  in  the  mini-feeder  pack 
(Cannon  Babysafe  division,  Cannon 
Rubber  Manufacturers  Ltd,  Ashley  Road, 
London  N17  9LH) 

maxi  bins  and  bonus  terms  of  16  invoiced 
as  12  (Elida  Gibbs  Ltd,  PO  Box  1DY, 
Portman  Square,  London  Wl). 

Rimmel  mass  exposure 

Rimmel  are  mounting  an  extensive  ad- 
vertising campaign,  claimed  to  reach  over 
95  per  cent  of  the  country's  girls  and 
women  by  December. 

The  publications  used  include  Woman's 
Weekly,  Honey,  Woman's  Realm,  Petti- 
coat, Woman,  Cosmopolitan,  Jackie,  True 
Magazine,  Woman's  Own,  Woman  & 
Home,  My  Weekly,  19,  Annabel,  She,  True 
Romances,  Reveille,  Woman's  Story, 
Photoplay,  Daily  Mirror,  Sunday  Mirror, 
Daily  Mail,  Daily  Express,  Sun  and 
News  of  the  World  (Rimmel  International 
Ltd,  17  Cavendish  Square,  London  Wl). 

Purchase  tax  price 

Only  the  purchase  tax  will  be  charged  to 
the  retailer  for  a  box  of  Roger  &  Gallet 
soap  of  his  choice  with  each  order  for  a 
dispenser  holding  19  loz  atomisers.  These 
sprays  in  Extra  Vieille  Eau  de  Cologne 


and  Blue  Carnation  Eau  de  Toilette  are 
to  be  sold  during  July  and  August  for 
£0-75  (Roger  &  Gallet  Ltd,  16  Lettice 
Street,  London  SW6). 

Boots'  gifts 

For  the  past  eight  days,  customers  ol 
Boots,  Royal  Exchange,  Manchester,  were 
given  a  50cc  Tweed  or  Miss  Lentheric 
light  refresher  Cologne  with  purchases  of 
Lentheric  products  worth  £125  or  over 
and  a  Morny  French  Fern  travel  wallet, 
with  purchases  of  Morny  products  worth 
£0-95  or  over  (Lentheric  Morny  Ltd,  17 
Old  Bond  Street,  London  W1X4AY). 


Ln  =  London;  M  =  Midland;  Lc  =  Lancashire; 
Y  =  Yorkshire;  Sc  =  Scotland;  WW  =  Wales 
and  West;  So  =  South;  NE  =  North-east;  A  = 
Anglia;  U  =  Ulster;  We  =  Westward;  B  = 
Border;  G  =  Grampian;  E  =  Eireann;  CI  = 
Channel  Islands. 

Adorn:  All  except  E 

Anadin:  All  except  G,  E 

Anne  French  cleansing  milk:  Ln 

Anne  French  cream  cleanser:  M 

Close  Up:  All  except  E 

Cutex  colour  schemers:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  Y,  Sc 

Efferdent:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  Y,  Sc,  WW,  So,  NE 

Elnett  Satin:  All  except  E,  CI 

Erasmic:  Ln,  Lc,  Y,  So  NE,  A 

Feel  Free:  All  except  E 

Fresh  &  Dry  Alpine:  Y,  WW 

Fresh  &  Dry  with  natural  herbs.  All  except 

E,  CI 

Harmony  Protein  Plus:  All  except  E 
Immac:  All  except  So,  We 
Mum:  All  except  E,  CI 
Polaroid  sunglasses:  All  areas 
Polaroid  Super  Swinger  cameras:  All 
areas 

Q-Tips  cotton  swabs:  Y 

Right  Guard:  All  except  E 

Sunsilk  hairspray:  All  except  E 

Sure:  All  except  E 

Techmatic:  All  except  E 

Tempo:  All  except  E 

US  anti-perspirant:  All  except  U,  E 

Vapona:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  Y,  Sc,  WW,  So,  NE, 

A,  B 

Vapona  Spirelle:  So 

Wilkinson  Sword  blades:  All  except  E 

Yardley  mini  sprays:  All  except  E 
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and  Honey 


NOW  ON  TELEVISION 


CAPITALISE  ON 
THIS  ADVERTISING 
STOCK  UP  NOW! 

PROMOTIONAL  DISCOUNTS 

Available  from  your  Wholesaler  or 
in  case  of  difficulty  'phone  the 
order  department,  Bolton,  to  ensure 
immediate  delivery. 


Roberts 

Laboratories  Limited 


Burnden  Road,  Bolton,  Lancashire  BL3  2RB  Telephone:  Bolton  32631 
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Perfume:  the 
ageless  art 


by  Douglas  J.  W.  Clark, 

chief  perfumer, 

Chas  Zimmermann  &  Co  Ltd 

The  history  of  perfumery  is  traceable  to 
the  beginnings  of  civilisation.  Any  attempt 
to  conduct  an  investigation  into  the  art 
prior  to  this  time  would  be  purely  con- 
jecture. However,  we  may  assume  that 
Eve  lured  her  future  husband  to  the 
threshold  of  matrimony  by  means  of  an 
attractant  other  than  perfume. 

Odoriferous  materials  of  plant  origin, 
from  flowers,  leaves,  woods,  roots  and 
grasses,  were  well  known  to  the  ancients 
of  many  diverse  races  in  widely  scattered 
geographical  locations.  The  Chinese, 
Phoenicians,  Egyptians,  Hindus,  Arabs 
and  Persians,  to  mention  but  a  few, 
indulged  in  religious  ceremonials,  during 
which  the  combustion  of  resinous  woods 
yielded  up  their  inherent  odorous  fumes 
for  the  pleasure  of  the  gods.  Thus  origina- 
ted the  meaning  of  the  word  perfume — 
through  fire. 

In  those  alchemistic  times,  the  scientific 
dark  ages,  the  medical  practitioner,  drug- 
gist, cosmetician  and  perfumer  had  not 
emerged  as  separate  practising  profes- 
sionals. 

The  doctor-priests  (and  priestesses) 
functioned  as  the  perfumers  and  cosmeti- 
cians, jealously  guarding  their  formulas. 
The  compounding  of  beauty  drugs  became 
the  exclusive  prerogative  of  these  religious 
magicians. 

A  wide  range 

The  cosmetic  products  reached  a  high 
standard  of  efficacy  and  included  pom- 
ades, depilatories,  skin  creams,  talcum 
powders,  bath  preparations  and  a  range  of 
colorants,  applicable  to  the  skin,  hair, 
nails  and  eyebrows.  These  perfumed 
cosmetics  were  part  of  beauty  treatments 
and  their  production  developed  into  a 
thriving  industry,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
elegant  ladies  of  the  Occident.  However, 
the  major  significance  of  perfume  at  this 
time  was  in  the  religious  burning  of 
incense,  which  evoked  a  feeling  of  ecstasy 
within  the  participants.  "Evil  spirits"  were 
repelled  by  pleasant  odours  whilst  offen- 
sive smells  attracted  the  devil. 

When  human  intellect  began  to  super- 
sede the  "black  arts"  the  Greeks,  followed 
by  the  Romans,  developed  the  application 
of  aromatic  extracts,  medically  by  the 
apothecary  as  remedial  salves  and  seda- 
tives, and  cosmetically  by  way  of  unotious 
creams  and  oily  lotions.  Perfume  shops, 
run  by  merchants,  appeared  in  the  mar- 
kets serving  as  meeting  places  for  con- 
versational relaxation.  Thus  the  merchants 
evolved  as  perfumers,  keeping  their  recipes 


in  strict  secrecy,  thereby  earning  them- 
selves considerable  fortunes. 

The  golden  age  of  bathing,  descriptive 
particularly  of  Roman  times,  became  an 
age  of  self-indulgence.  Perfume  epitomised 
luxury  and  expensiveness.  Time  to  muse 
whilst  soaking  in  fragrant  waters  gave 
opportunity  for  inventive  thought.  It  was 
thus  that  Heron  of  Alexandria  invented 
the  first  "automatic"  perfume  vending 
device. 

The  sumptuous  feasts  presented  a  per- 
fect setting  for  the  practical  application 
of  the  perfumer's  creations.  As  a  preli- 
minary courtesy,  guests  were  sprayed 
with  perfumed  water  from  automatically 
operated  fountains,  and  later,  at  table, 
appetites  were  enhanced  by  the  scented 
wing  beat  of  doves,  which  had  been  per- 
fumed and  trained  to  hover  above  the 
diner's  heads. 

The  widespread  use  of  perfume  by  the 
populace  was  established  and  the  practical 
artistic  application  exploited  to  a  remark- 
able extent  with  the  limited  variety  of 
raw  materials  available.  With  the  decline 
of  the  Roman  and  Hellenist  civilisations, 
it  was  the  Arabic  scholars  who  began  a 
golden  epoch  of  scientific  achievement. 
The  age  of  belief  in  miracles  arrived — 
the  philosopher's  stone  and  the  panacea 
of  eternal  youth.  Distillation  of  plant 
extracts  was  practised  and  fermentation 
alcohol  was  used  as  a  solvent  for  per- 
fumes. The  potential  of  this  volatile,  non- 
greasy  solubiliser  as  a  convenient  carrier 
for  scented  preparations  was  realised.  This 
new  innovation  stimulated  the  develop- 
ment of  aesthetic  containers,  which 
resulted  in  an  ever  increasing  complexity 
of  shape  and  adornment. 

A  period  of  cultural  stagnation  in 
Europe  followed  the  collapse  of  Rome. 
The  political  and  social  confusion,  caused 
by  the  Barbarian  invasions,  was  ameliora- 
ted, in  some  measure,  by  a  period  of 
stability  under  the  rule  of  the  Emperor 
Charlemagne.  Monastery  gardens  evolved 
as  centres  of  cultivation  for  herbs  and 
spices.  Thus  the  scene  was  set  for  the 
monastic  production,  in  later  centuries,  of 
the  highly  flavoured  liqueurs,  such  as 
Benedictine  and  Chartreuse,  the  formulas 
of  which  rivalled  the  complexity  of  per- 
fumes. Indeed  the  skill  of  these  Christian 
ecclesiastics  merits  comparison  with  the 
famous  perfumers  of  our  century.  Modern 
perfumery  may  be  said  to  have  com- 
menced from  this  time,  and  the  French 
perfume  industry,  destined  to  reign 
supreme  for  centuries,  was  sponsored  by 
Catherine  de  Medici  who  employed  both 
a  perfumer  and  a  cosmetician. 

The  royal  courts  of  Europe  became 
the  centres  for  the  arts  of  perfumery  and 


cosmetics  and,  a  competitive  spirit  for 
pride  of  place  in  perfume  creativity  grew 
up. 

This  was  the  dawn  of  a  new  era.  Natural 
science  turned  away  from  the  alchemist's 
futile  quest,  and  devoted  itself  to  un- 
prejudiced objective  research.  The  French 
district  of  Provence  developed  as  the 
technical  centre,  due  in  part  to  the  fav- 
ourable climatic  conditions  allowing  easy 
cultivation  of  a  rich  variety  of  oil  bearing 
plants.  During  the  late  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, economical  methods  of  distillation 
and  extraction  led  eventually  to  the  essen- 
tial oil  industry  centred  in  the  Alpes 
Mari  times. 

The  range  of  natural  odour  bearing 
materials  isolated  as  absolutes,  concretes, 
resins  and  volatile  oils  of  floral,  spice, 
and  herbal  origin,  in  varying  degrees  of 
purity,  extended  the  tools  of  the  per- 
fumer's trade.  These  new  products  pro- 
vided a  stimulus  to  fresh  experimentation 
and  creation  of  novel  odour  combinations 

The  invention  of  the  original  eau  de 
Cologne  by  lohann  Maria  Farina  in  1709 
was  a  real  innovation  in  the  perfumery 
world.  For  the  first  time  a  blended 
bouquet  of  oils  was  formulated,  resulting 
in  the  production  of  an  odour  completely 
different  from  the  single  flower  conception 
of  earlier  days.  That  this  perfume 
became  a  classic,  and  retained  its  popular- 
ity for  centuries,  pays  tribute  to  its 
originator. 

The  vital  period  for  the  perfumery 
industry  was  rapidly  approaching,  initiated 
through  the  discoveries  of  the  great  or- 
ganic chemists  such  as  Liebig,  Wdhler 
Kekule,  Wallach  and  Tiemann  and  others 
During  the  mid-nineteenth  century  the 
synthetics  were  born.  A  whole  new  range 
of  odorous  chemicals  was  destined  to 
arrive  on  the  perfumery  scene,  the  most 
interesting  of  which  did  not  occur  in 
nature.  From  earliest  times,  until  this 
vital  period  of  the  advent  of  organic 
synthesis,  the  perfumer's  art  was  limited 
to  the  use  of  odorous  natural  extracts. 

The  perfumes  produced  in  an  atmos 
phere  of  mystery  were  designed  for  the 


Fragrance  in  the  making 
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use  of  Pharaohs,  Emperors,  Kings, 
Princes  and  their  royal  entourage,  only 
reaching  the  general  public  at  times  of 
empire  collapse  or  social  revolution.  Even 
in  comparatively  recent  times,  the  distri- 
bution of  perfumes  for  use  or  misuse  by 
the  public  at  large  was  regarded  with 
misgivings  by  authoritarians.  Acts  of 
Parliament  in  England  were  invoked  to 
curtail  the  betrayal  into  matrimony  of 
unsuspecting  males,  through  the  enhancing 
of  sexual  impulses  with  scents. 

By  the  turn  of  the  century,  the  centres 
for  synthetic  organic  chemistry  were  Ger- 
may  and  Switzerland.  Companies  in  these 
countries  conducted  an  aggressive  cam- 
paign for  the  acceptance,  by  perfumers, 
of  their  synthetic  perfume  materials,  as 
indispensable  ingredients  for  the  art  of 
perfume  blending. 

Initially  opposition  came  from  the 
French  perfumers  who  feared  a  corrup- 
tion of  their  art  through  the  use  of  these 
synthetics.  By  1914  however,  the  synthetic 
perfume  industry  had  gained  acceptance 
in  Europe. 

The  scene  was  set  for  new  develop- 
ments aided,  as  in  previous  times,  by 
social  change.  The  success  of  the  suffra- 
gette movement,  particularly  in  the  United 
States,  resulted  in  the  open  use  of  per- 
fume. Women  no  longer  furtively  hid 
their  flacon  only  to  see  daylight  on  high 
days  and  holidays. 

New  influence 

The  new  era  was  cemented  during  the 
rise,  in  Paris,  of  the  Haute  Couture,  and 
by  the  interest  and  influence  these  fashion 
houses  exerted.  The  two  arts  of  fashion 
and  perfumery  intermingled  and  the 
supremacy  of  France  was  established  when 
the  couturiers  sponsored  the  perfumers. 
The  commercial  pied  pipers  had  not  yet 
played  the  tune,  time  was  not  at  a  pre- 
mium, and  so  the  grand  period  of  French 
perfumes  arrived. 

Following  the  1914-18  war,  such 
treasures  as  Quelques  Fleurs,  Nuit  de 
Longchamps,  Shalimar,  Mitsouko,  L'ori- 
gan,  Arpege,  Sortilege,  etc,  appeared,  and 
the  most  famous  of  all,  Chanel  No.  5 
was  inspired  by  the  newly  developed 
synthetic  aliphatic  aldehydes. 

A  world-wide  market  was  assured  for 
the  inspirations  of  the  aristocratic  per- 
fumers immediately  following  the  1939-45 
war.  These  modern  classics,  launched  in 
conjunction  with  the  successful  fashion 
creations  of  the  Haute  Couture,  achieved 
acclaim. 

Dior,  through  one  of  the  world's  best 
perfumers,  presented  to  the  public  Miss 
Dior,  Carven  offered  Ma  GrifFe  and 
Schiaparelli,  Rochas  and  Nina  Ricci  gave 
the  dainty  feminine  world  a  range  of 
sophisticated  scents.  Thus  the  trend, 
created  by  Les  Grands  Parfumeurs  and 
presented  by  the  Couturiers,  was  a 
courageous  advance  to  satisfy  public 
demand  for  artistic  expression,  charac- 
teristic of  the  time. 

Companies  dealing  in  raw  materials, 
natural  and  synthetic,  engaged  the  services 
of  imaginative,  odour-conscious,  adaptive 
men  and  women  with  a  technological 
background.  They  thus  acquired  expertise 
in  composing  perfumes,  tailored  to  a 
specific  purpose  and  end  product,  and 
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The  author  composing 

falling  within  a  specified  price  structure. 

Concurrently,  the  cosmetic  and  toiletry 
industries  were  breaking  new  ground. 
Sophisticated  development  programmes 
were  initiated  enveloping  a  diverse  range 
of  new  style  products. 

As  the  world  contracted,  markets 
expanded,  and  this  gave  the  impetus  for 
commercialism,  as  applied  to  the  perfume, 
cosmetic  and  household  product  industries. 
Pressurised  advertising  resulted  in  the 
creative  perfumer  becoming  financially 
conscious.  No  longer  an  individual  work- 
ing in  semi-isolation,  he  was  obliged  to 
become  a  member  of  a  team,  destined  to 
adapt  itself  within  the  framework  of  an 
industrial  company,  to  serve  the  ever 
increasing  demands  of  the  public. 

The  modern  perfumer  must  be  fully 
acquainted  with  the  range  of  base  pro- 
ducts— carriers  for  the  odours  of  his 
creation.  From  the  simple  powdered  pro- 
ducts used  in  the  sachets  and  pomanders 
of  old,  we  are  today  confronted  with 
complex  emulsion  bases,  the  function  of 
which  is  to  facilitate  application  of  active 
cosmetics  to  the  skin  and  hair. 

Neither  is  the  perfumer  restricted  to 
cosmetics  and  toiletries.  The  ingenuity  of 
the  product  research  and  development 
chemists  has  resulted  in  a  complex 
variety  of  functional  household  and  in- 
dustrial products,  most  of  which  require 
perfume. 

Aerosols  bring  problems 

With  the  advent  of  the  aerosol  as  a 
means  of  application,  a  fresh  set  of  prob- 
lems was  encountered  by  the  perfumer. 
Formulas  which  were  perfectly  adequate 
in  conventional  media  needed  to  be 
reconstructed  for  stability.  The  finely 
divided  particle  size  of  the  spray  mist 
exerted  profound  changes  in  the  odour 
patterns  and  perceptions  of  perfume 
blends.  The  whole  mode  of  physical 
behaviour  of  all  raw  materials  needed 
re-assessment. 

The  vast  sales  expansion  coupled  with 
the  social  revolution  has  led  to  world 
shortages  of  the  natural  products.  Yet 
another  challenge  is  presented  to  the  per- 
fumer— the  duplication  of  nature's  essen- 


tial oils.  Today  price  prohibits  the  use 
of  many  natural  oils,  for  example,  rose, 
jasmin,  orange  blossom,  neroli,  etc,  ex- 
cept in  the  top  class  couturier  perfumes. 
Indeed  in  the  not  too  distant  future  it  is 
conceivable  that  these  once,  commonplace 
products  will  exist  only  as  rarities  on  the 
collector's  shelf. 

The  universe  expands,  but  due  to  im- 
proved communications  the  world  shrinks, 
social  strata  are  compressed,  and  per- 
fumery becomes  international.  The  creator 
is  faced  with  the  problem  of  producing 
a  fragrance  which  does  not  adhere  in 
character  too  closely  to  the  tastes  of  any 
individual  country.  Nationalistic  prefer- 
ences are  being  progressively  superseded 
by  universally  available  perfumes  and 
consumers  are  being  alienated  from  tradi- 
tional products. 

The  appeal  must  attain  international 
acceptance  and  the  modern  perfumer  must 
be  aware  of  intercontinental  trends.  He 
must  for  instance  keep  abreast  of  develop- 
ments happening  in  the  Americas  as  well 
as  those  in  the  new  increasingly  affluent 
societies  now  emerging  in  many  parts  of 
the  world.  Manufacturing  companies  who 
previously  employed  their  own  perfumers 
for  their  consumer  products  are  now 
turning  to  the  perfume  supply  houses  for 
their  requirements.  The  supplier  should 
be  equipped  to  provide  a  full  technical 
service  beyond  the  terms  of  the  initial 
brief. 

Whither  perfumery?  Will  the  computer- 
ised future  absorb  the  perfumer?  Experi- 
ments are  already  being  conducted  in  the 
field  of  odour  computerisation.  Systems 
of  descriptive  odour  codings  are  being 
developed  and  electronic  embryos  con- 
structed. 

The  art  of  perfumery  has  come  a  long 
way  from  its  dark  mystical  origins  in 
religious  ceremonials  for  the  placation  of 
the  gods,  and  the  time  may  soon  arrive 
when  the  computer  with  a  series  of 
transistorised  devices  takes  over  from  the 
artist.  The  writer  has  his  doubts  about 
this,  as  well  he  might  being  a  practising 
perfumer  himself. 

Photos:  Chas  Zimmermann  &  Co  Ltd 
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Why  specify  LANOXIN? 


The  minute  quantity  of  Digoxin  powder  that 
must  be  meticulously  measured  into  each 
0  0625  mg  LANOXIN*-  PG  Tablet  is  indicated 
in  the  photograph  above. 

Since  1929,  when  Digoxin  was  discovered 
in  the  Wellcome  laboratories,  we  have  been 
making  LANOXIN  to  meet  very  exacting 
standards  in  a  field  where  patient  sensitivity  to 
dosage  variation  is  so  uncertain. 

When  you  write  LANOXIN  you  specify  a 
drug  the  composition  of  which  is  pure,  precise 
and  predictable. 

"Trade  Mark 


Presentation 

LANOXIN  Tablets- containing  0-25  mg  Digoxin 
LANOXIN-PG  (Paediatric/Geriatric) 

Tablets-containing  00625mg 
LANOXIN  Oral  Solution-containing  0-5mg/mI 
LANOXIN  Paediatric  Elixir- containing  O05mg/ml 
LANOXIN  Injection  -  containing  0-5  mg/2  ml  ampoule 

Full  information  is  available  on  request. 

Wellcome  THf  <V 

Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co. 

(The  Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd.)  Dartford,  Kent. 
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COMMENT 

A  thousand  to  seven 

"Chemists  have  got  a  death  wish  on  themselves."  That  is 
the  way  one  wholesaler  greeted  the  idea  of  a  voluntary 
trading  organisation  for  independent  pharmacists,  Mr  A. 
Trotman,  chief  executive  of  NPU  Marketing  told  the  final 
VTO  meeting  held  by  the  National  Pharmaceutical  Union 
in  London  last  week  (p  783). 

The  wholesaler  presumably  took  this  line  because  of  the 
very  "independence"  of  the  independent  pharmacist,  and 
he  will  have  also  taken  into  account  his  experience  of 
the  often  ill-advised  buying  habits  of  many  of  them.  For 
a  voluntary  trading  organisation  to  succeed,  all  this  must 
change. 

But  the  signs  are  that  many  independents  are  sufficiently 
concerned  about  their  own  futures  to  at  least  consider 
change.  It  is  a  remarkable  achievement  that  more  than 
one  thousand  NPU  members  have  been  persuaded  of  the 
need  to  hear  the  proposals  at  first  hand,  and  that  many 
travelled  considerable  distances  to  do  so. 

Only  seven  are  reported  to  have  expressed  opposition 
to  a  continued  study  of  the  VTO  scheme,  and  the  long 
and  detailed  work  can  therefore  continue  with  a  promised 
"third  stage"  early  next  year.  It  is  noticeable  that  most  of 
the  questions  asked  related  to  details — there  has  been 
little  criticism  from  those  attending  the  meetings  of  the 
principle  of  the  scheme. 

Here  we  would  take  issue  with  our  columnist  Xrayser 
who  this  week  (p  768)  pins  his  hopes  on  "the  European 
agreement  in  the  offing,"  rejecting  the  VTO  as  the  answer 
for  a  profession  "desirous  of  finding  its  true  place  in 
modern  society."  Surely  the  EEC  aura  is  still  very  much 
in  the  future  and  we  must  take  things  as  we  find  them 
in  Britain — and  that  involves  health  centres  and  a  public 


used  to  convenient  access  to  both  dispensing  and  over- 
the-counter  medicines.  It  is  also  necessary  to  bear  in 
mind  the  continuing  reduction  in  the  number  of  phar- 
macies. 

Logically,  the  place  for  the  "European"  pharmacist 
would  be  in  a  health  centre  with  the  doctor.  But  many 
of  our  health  centres  are  being  sited  for  the  convenience 
of  developers  or  local  authority  finance,  rather  than  the 
patient — can  we  ever  expect  her  to  travel  to  the  local 
hospital  grounds  for  a  bottle  of  aspirins? 

If  not,  we  need  pharmacies  in  the  community.  Can 
these  be — indeed,  should  they  be — fully  financed  from 
NHS  dispensing  and  o-t-c  medicines?  We  believe  not,  in 
fact  we  think  the  experience  of  the  profession  in  having 
to  deal  with  one  master  (minister)  underlines  our  view 
and  we  regard  the  survival  of  the  truely  independent  phar- 
macist as  of  paramount  importance,  accepting  the  corol- 
lary that  he  must  be  able  to  survive  commercially  as  well 
as  professionally. 

Help  required 

To  do  so  he  will  need  help  pretty  soon  in  this  com- 
petitive age.  Whether  a  voluntary  trading  organisation  is 
the  help  required,  it  will  be  up  to  NPU  members  to  decide 
when  they  know  the  full  implications.  But  we  would  see 
a  viable  profession  gearing  itself  to  demanding  the  right 
to  exclusive  dispensing  and  sale  of  all  medicines,  rather 
than  face  the  prospect  of  a  salaried  health  centre  service 
and  uncontrolled,  uninformed  counter  sale  of  increasingly 
potent  drugs. 

We  have  said  before,  and  we  repeat  our  view,  that  the 
pharmacist  has  a  duty  to  ensure  that  he  remains  readily 
accessible  to  the  public,  at  a  time  when  other  professions 
are  making  themselves  more  remote. 


/  employ  my  wife  in  my  business 
and  I  should  like  to  know  what  is 
the  most  advantageous  salary  I  can 
pay  her  to  obtain  the  greatest  tax 
advantage;  I  have  been  paying  her 
£12  weekly  and  I  do  pay  surtax. 
Would  it  help  me  taxwise  if  I  in- 
creased her  salary  and  if  so,  what 
would  be  the  most  advantageous 
figure? 

There  is  insufficient  data  to  give  a  precise 
answer  to  this  question  since  it  must 
depend  upon  the  available  allowances, 
the  present  level  of  your  income  and  the 
rate  of  surtax  which  you  pay.  It  can, 
however,  be  said  that  in  any  event  you 
can  pay  your  wife  only  a  fair  commercial 
rate  of  remuneration  for  the  work  which 
she  carries  out.  This  is  a  well  established 
rule  of  law,  and  you  should  therefore 
consider  the  matter  on  this  basis. 

/  have  a  van  which  is  exclusively 
used  in  my  business  and  which  I 


plan  to  replace  in  1973.  My  year 
ends  on  October  31  and  originally  I 
had  planned  to  replace  the  van 
as  soon  as  the  M  registration 
changed  since  in  this  way  I  could 
take  advantage  of  the  60  per  cent 
capital  write-off  and  stay  within  my 
'72-73  financial  year  and  get  an  M 
registration.  However,  depreciation 
is  now  free  and  after  next  April 
VAT  charged  on  a  van  will  be  re- 
coverable, but  no  official  announce- 
ment seems  to  have  said  whether  or 
not  the  special  10  per  cent  "new 
car  tax"  will  apply  to  vans.  If  it 
does,  then  obviously  I  should 
buy  my  new  van  in  March 
'73;  if  it  does  not,  then  in  September 
'73,  or  is  there  another  complication 
which  I  have  overlooked? 

You  seem  to  have  reached  a  fair  assess- 
ment of  your  position,  and  it  is  clear  from 
Clause  51  of  the  Finance  Bill  that  car 
tax  will  not  apply  to  vans. 

Small  companies  have  been  as- 
sessed to  shortfall  in  respect  of 
small  amounts  of  interest  received 


and  taxed  under  a  different  rule 
from  their  trading  income.  Will  this 
continue  after  next  year? 

Now  that  income  tax  will  cease  to  be 
deducted  from  dividends,  shortfall  assess- 
ments to  basic  income  tax  will  disappear. 
There  will,  however,  be  an  apportionment 
of  income  where  appropriate  at  rates  in 
excess  of  the  basic  rate  and  in  respect 
of  investment  income  surcharge.  Where 
the  amount  apportioned  does  not  exceed 
£200  or  5  per  cent  of  the  amount  appor- 
tioned (if  less)  it  will  not  be  charged  to 
tax.  Thus  the  effect  is  that  these  trivial 
and  time-consuming  assessments  will  dis- 
appear. 

Please  tell  me  what  is  the  rule  about 
interest  paid — is  tax  deducted  or 
not? 

Interest  paid  by  an  individual  is  paid 
without  any  deduction  of  tax.  Interest 
paid  by  a  company  is,  however,  paid 
under  deduction  of  tax  and  the  company 
must  account  to  the  Inland  Revenue  for 
the  tax  deducted  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Ninth  Schedule  to  the  Taxes  Act 
1970. 
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Franchising  in  American 
drug  stores  represents 
34  per  cent  of  sales 


H.  J.  Welzel,  manager,  Advanced 
Management  Systems,  National  Cash 
Register  Co,  Dayton,  Ohio,  USA. 

Franchising  in  the  United  States  is  a 
$  125,000m  industry.  This  figure  represents 
approximately  13  per  cent  of  the  gross 
national  product  and  34  per  cent  of  total 
retail  sales  in  America.  It  has  been 
described  as : 

Essentially    a    system    of  distribution 
under    which    an    individually  owned 
business  is  operated  as  though  it  were 
part  of  a  large  chain,  complete  with 
trademarks,  tradenames,  uniform  sym- 
bols, design,  equipment  and  standard- 
ised services  or  products. 
From  its  inception  at  the  turn  of  the 
century  by  General  Motors,  and  followed 
shortly  thereafter  by  Rexall  in  1902,  the 
franchise  industry  slowly  established  itself 
as  a  major  part  of  the  nation's  business 
and,  in  the  last  two  decades,  has  emerged 
as  perhaps  the  most  dynamic  distributive 
and  service  system  in  the  US  economy. 

In  the  drug  store  field,  franchising  was 
mostly  of  the  agency-type,  such  as  Rexall 
and  Walgreen.  It  was  not  until  the  1960s 
that  a  more  refined  franchising  concept 
appeared.  Some  of  these  franchising  drug 
store  companies  and  their  working  "rela- 
tionships" with  their  franchisees  are 
examined  below. 

Rexall,  St  Louis,  Missouri,  have  approxi- 
mately 9.500  agency  stores,  many  of  which 
belong  to  chains.  In  this  company  a 
franchisee : 

□  gets  the  use  of  the  Rexall  name; 

□  must  stock  a  "representative"  assort- 
ment of  Rexall  brand  merchandise; 

□  participates  in  Rexall  advertising  pro- 
grammes; 

□  pays  Rexall  2\  per  cent  of  total 
purchases. 

Another  example  of  the  agency-type 
drug  franchises  is  Walgreen  of  Chicago, 
Illinois.  Walgreen  has  about  1,900  agency 
stores.  Those  companies  holding  Walgreen 
franchises  must: 

□  buy  Walgreen  label  items  from  Wal- 
green distribution  centres; 

□  display  Walgreen's  name  and 

□  participate  in  area  programmes. 
Occasionally  they  receive  free  assistance 
upon  request  in  operations,  layout,  traffic, 
and  employee  training. 

Another  drug  company  engaged  in  fran- 
chising is  Liggett-Rexall,  of  Stamford, 
Connecticut  with  about  500  agency  stores. 
Here  there  are  no  franchise  fees.  How- 
ever, an  agent  must  purchase  a  minimum 
of  $30,000  annually  fat  wholesale),  parti- 
cipate in  promotions  and  identify  his  store 
as  Liggett-Rexall. 

There  are  other  agency-type  companies 
such  as  Stineway-Ford  Hopkins,  Chicago, 
with  about  370  agency  stores  and  Republic 
Drugs.  Denver,  Colorado,  with  approxi- 
mately 15  agency  stores. 


In  the  past  few  years  many  drug  fran- 
chises have  been  formed.  For  example, 
a  wholesaler  from  Indianapolis,  Indiana, 
launched  a  franchise  programme  in  1969. 
This  wholesaler  is  Mooney-Muellerward, 
and  although  the  franchise,  called  Spartan, 
appears  to  be  a  voluntary  chain,  it  is  in 
reality  a  franchise  organisation  because 
members  pay  for  using  the  Spartan  name. 
It  currently  has  about  35  local  druggists 
as  members.  The  development  of  the 
franchise  programme  in  this  company 
grew  out  of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  a 
wholesaler  to  save  its  small  customers 
from  extinction.  Spartan  provides  store 
front  signs,  Spartan  designed  items,  ad- 
vertising programmes  and  joint  buying. 

The  franchisee  provides  a  franchise  fee 
of  $1,200  and  an  advertising  fee  of  $300 
quarterly. 

A  new  dimension 

The  newcomers  in  drug  store  franchising, 
however,  are  two  newly  formed  companies 
that  are  adding  a  new  dimension  to  fran- 
chising. These  are  Fairco  Drug  and 
Sentry  Drug  Centers  and  one  is  radically 
different  from  the  other  in  their  franchis- 
ing methodology. 

Knoxville.  Tennessee-based  Fairco  is 
selling  franchises  on  a  state  or  area  basis, 
mostly  to  financial  people.  In  essence 
what  the  company  is  doing  is  franchising 
a  series  of  drug  chains,  hoping  to  make  an 
instant  impact  by  combining  the  efficiency 
of  chain  operations  with  franchising.  Their 
discount  drug  stores  are  completely 
systemised  and  pre-merchandised  and  can 
be  operated  profitably  by  a  man  who 
knows  nothing  about  drug  stores.  They 
are  not  as  interested  in  the  pharmacist  as 
they  are  in  the  financier,  whose  money 
is  needed  for  accelerated  growth.  For 


The  American  health  and  beauty  aid 
market  is  expected  to  grow  between  6  per 
cent  and  8  per  cent  annually  for  the  next 
six  years,  about  the  same  rate  of  growth 
as  has  been  evident  during  the  last  two 
years. 

Whether  the  drugstore  sales  of  these 
products  are  likely  to  achieve  similar 
growth  is  much  more  difficult  to  forecast 
for  it  is  suggested  "the  share  of  the  pie 
will  be  determined  to  a  great  extent  on 
the  merchandising  expertise  reflected  in 
the  various  outlets  of  health  and  beauty 
products — stores,  food  departments,  drug- 
stores, and  discount  houses." 

That  information  was  given  to  a  study 
group  of  British  buyers  who  were  recently 
taken  by  lohnson  &  Johnson  Consumer 
Products  Division  on  an  eight-day  tour 
of  Eastern  Canada  and  the  US.  The 
purpose  of  the  visit  was  to  examine  the 
latest  merchandising  retailing  and  cash- 


example,  the  Tennessee-Indiana  franchisee, 
who  paid  $lm  for  the  rights,  has  pledged 
to  open  105  Fairco  drug  stores  over  a 
five-year  period.  The  cost  to  build,  fixture 
and  initially  stock  a  store  is  about  $50,000. 
Typical  formula  for  Fairco  Drug  Stores 
is :  Projected  annual  sales,  $500,000;  size, 
3,200  sq  ft;  gross  margin.  25  per  cent; 
opening  stock,  $32,000-$35,000;  opening 
cost  (including  franchise  fee),  $50,000,  fix- 
tures, $10,000;  service  charge,  4  per  cent 
of  sales;  employees,  5-7;  scripts  per  day, 
85-100. 

Sentry  drug  centres  are  operated  by 
Henry  B.  Gilpin  Co,  a  Washington-based 
wholesaler.  Unlike  Fairco,  Sentry  picks 
pharmacists  as  franchisees.  Sentry  believes 
the  key  to  success  is  location — specifically 
those  sites  avoided  by  chains.  They  then 
franchise  highly  motivated  pharmacists  to 
run  the  stores.  The  cost  of  a  Sentry  store 
is  about  $120,000.  The  franchisee  must 
initially  invest  $30,000  and  the  rest  is 
financed  by  the  company. 

The  Sentry  store  formula  is :  Projected 
annual  sales,  $3OO,0OO-$60O,O00;  size 
(average),  6,000  sq  ft;  projected  gross 
profit,  36  per  cent;  labour  cost  (including 
franchisee),  11  per  cent;  service  fee,  3 
per  cent;  franchise  fee,  $10,000;  pre-tax 
profit,  8.3  per  cent. 

Then  there  is  Pharma  3,  Inc.  a  San 
Diego-based  firm  that  hopes  to  open 
500  franchised  pharmacies  across  the  US 
by  1980.  Pharma  3  is  one  of  the  latest 
entries  into  the  franchised  drug  store 
field  and  has  only  one  pharmacy.  The 
concept  being  utilised  by  Pharma  3  is  to 
provide  each  store  with  complete,  accurate 
inventory  control  of  both  prescription  and 
over-the-counter  merchandise.  By  eliminat- 
ing the  hand  counting  of  merchandise,  and 
by  automating  the  order  functions,  the 
pharmacist  and  other  employees  are  freed 
to  provide  swifter,  more  personalised  ser- 
vice to  customers. 

There  are  many  drug  companies  enter- 
ing the  franchised  field.  Some  are  being 
formed  by  pharmacists,  others  by  estab- 
lished companies  and  many  by  whole- 
salers. It  appears  that  by  the  end  of 
the  decade,  drug  store  franchising  will 
have  had  its  greatest  period  of  growth. 


and-carry  methods  being  employed  in 
those  countries. 

The  party  were  given  specific  presenta- 
tions by  Johnson  &  Johnson  personnel 
in  both  Canada  and  the  US.  Most 
apparent  in  both  countries  was  the  trend 
for  out-of-town  centre  shopping  com- 
plexes with  supermarkets  averaging  16,000 
to  20,000  sq  ft  and  discount  stores  dealing 
mainly  in  "non-foods"  of  up  to  200,000 
sq  ft  sales  area. 

In  the  period  1950-1970  the  pattern  of 
health  and  beauty  aid  sales  has  changed 
dramatically.  Drugstores  accounted  for  80 
per  cent  of  such  sales  in  1950  but  had 
dropped  to  38  per  cent  by  1970.  It  was 
pointed  out  that  these  shares  could  not 
be  viewed  in  absolute  terms  but  provided 
a  viable  trend  indication. 

The  US  figures  contrasted  with  those 
of  Canada,  where  the  aggressive  mer- 
chandising of  health  and  beauty  aid  pro- 


US  beauty  market  shares 
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ducts  by  the  independent  drug  outlets 
had  maintained  their  share  at  around  87 
per  cent. 

In  the  US  health  and  beauty  aids 
accounted  for  32.3  per  cent  of  the  total 
drugstore  sales  in  1970  compared  with 
32.1  per  cent  for  prescriptions.  The  health 
and  beauty  aids  comprise  in  terms  of 
total  turnover,  19.1  per  cent  proprietaries, 
10.9  per  cent  toiletries  and  2.3  per  cent 
cosmetics.  Both  tobacco  and  photographic 
sales  at  around  7  per  cent  are  important 
elements  in  total  drugstore  sales. 

The  study  group  was  told  of  the  signifi- 
cant increase  in  the  number  of  mass 
merchandising  discount  stores  each  of 
more  than  10,000  sq  ft  and  displaying  up 
to  90  per  cent  of  their  stock  drawn  from 
their  own  warehouses.  In  such  stores 
health  and  beauty  aids  contributed  4.82 
per  cent  of  total  retail  sales.  About  80 
per  cent  of  the  staff  in  those  establish- 
ments were  part-time  workers  and  loading 
of  shelves  was  effected  overnight. 

In  food  stores  aggressive  advertising 
campaigns  promoted  health  and  beauty 
products  and  although  grocery  items 
accounted  for  88  per  cent  of  their  total 
retail  sales  these  stores  were  now  selling 
30  per  cent  of  all  the  health  and  beauty 
aids  sold. 

The  top  ten  health  and  beauty  products 
sold  in  food  stores  were  relatively  un- 
changed between  the  period  1960  to  1970, 
toothpaste  heading  the  list  at  $186,000,000 
in  sales  to  be  followed  closely  by  aspirin 
compounds  at  $181,000,000.  Shampoos, 
razor  blades  and  spray  hair  fixatives 
achieved  turnovers  of  $152,000,000, 
$122,000,000  and  $118,000,000  respec- 
tively followed  by  aerosol  deodorants 
$111,000,000,  sanitary  towels  $104,000,000, 
mouth  washes  and  gargles  $89,000,000, 
disposable  diapers  and  liners  $83,000,000. 
The  latter  group  of  products  increased 
its  turnover  by  60  per  cent  over  the  sales 
in  the  previous  year. 

The  study  group  was  told  that  the 
dramatic  growth   of  health   and  beauty 


Two  of  the  study  group  looking  at  a 
health  and  beauty  aid  section  of  a  major 
supermarket  outside  Washington,  DC.  On 
the  left  is  Mr  Roy  Leaver,  secretary, 
National  Association  of  Pharmaceutical 
Distributors  and  right:  Mr  John  Keays, 
sundries  buyer  and  merchandiser,  Boots 
Ltd 


aid  sales  is  expected  to  continue  at 
around  6  to  8  per  cent.  The  9.7  billion 
dollars  in  sales  for  1970  was  up  7.6  per 
cent  on  1969,  and  1969  was  up  7.4  per 
cent  on  1968.  However,  it  was  felt  that 
changes  among  outlets  in  the  division  of 
the  total  turnover  of  these  products  would 
continue  to  alter  but  to  a  lesser  degree 


Nearly  six  out  of  10  drug  stores  in  the 
United  States  recorded  increased  sales  of 
cosmetic  products  in  1970  compared  with 
the  previous  year  states  the  Nielsen 
"Review  of  Retail  Drug  Trends". 

Methods  listed  by  proprietors  to  achieve 
these  results  were  many,  but  the  most 
common  were: 

□  Increased  total  stock,  especially  the 
more  popular  "line  merchandise". 

□  Remodelled  the  section  to  allow  for 
more  attractive  display  of  items  and 
actually  adding  additional  displays. 

□  Added  a  "cosmetician",  in  whose 
judgment  the  customer  has  confidence. 

□  Discount  prices — this  was  last  in  terms 
of  mentions  and  did  not  seem  to  be 
nearly  as  important  a  reason  for  in- 
creased sales,  as  with  prescriptions. 

Two-thirds  of  the  drugstores  claimed 
increased  sales  for  items  such  as  denti- 
frices, hair  sprays,  shampoos,  deodorants 
and  hair  tonics.  Proprietors  felt  that  the 
sales  increases  in  their  field  could  be  traced 
to  offering  customers  a  wider  selection  of 
merchandise  by  increasing  their  stocks. 

Availability  of  the  wider  selection  was 
supported  generally  with  increased  adver- 
tising much  of  it  keyed  to  discount  prices. 
The  investigation  shows  that  71  per  cent 
of  the  stores  reported  sales  gains  in  their 
proprietary  drug  sections  while  only  three 
per  cent  suffered  declines.  To  accomplish 
those  results  proprietors  credited  adver- 
tising with  being  the  most  effective  tech- 
nique. Next  in  importance  came  discount 
prices,  which  ran  a  close  second.  Increased 
selection  of  stock,  remodelling,  and  addi- 
tional promotions  and  displays,  followed 
in  order  as  reasons  for  sales  gains. 

Sales  by  retail  drug  stores  in  the  United 
States  in  1971  totalled  $13,730  billion,  a 
5.5  per  cent  increase  over  1970.  The 
review  indicates  that  the  performance  of 
drug  stores  in  the  matter  of  total  retail 
sales  was  noteworthy  in  that  they  had 
managed  to  keep  pace  with  the  growth  in 
retail  trade.  With  population  increasing 
and  the  total  of  drug  stores  decreasing 
the  average  number  of  consumers  per 
drug  stores  is  claimed  to  be  3,992  persons 
an  increase  of  26  per  cent  since  1960. 
This  trend  is  expected  to  continue  and 
the  review  considers  the  problems  and 
challenges  relative  to  store  location,  size 
and  ability  to  serve  customers  will  in- 
tensify in  the  retail  drug  industry  in  the 
years  ahead. 

The  review  also  finds  that  as  contribu- 
tors to  the  volume  gains  of  drug  stores 
during  1970  the  sales  of  12  basic  health 
and  beauty  product  aid  classes  were  dis- 
appointing. The  total  sales  increase  for  the 


than  in  the  past.  It  was  felt  that  the  mass 
merchandiser's  percentage  of  the  total 
health  and  beauty  aid  sales  is  expected  to 
reflect  the  largest  increase.  However,  it 
will  be  much  less  dramatic  and  more 
difficult  to  achieve  in  the  face  of  a 
stronger  and  more  aggressive  activity  by 
the  large  food  and  drugstore  chains. 


products  investigated  was  a  modest  3  per 
cent  compared  to  the  5  per  cent  gain  for 
all  commodities.  In  contrast  the  same 
items  in  grocery  stores  had  an  average 
gain  of  6  per  cent,  whilst  the  items  totalled 
slightly  over  a  billion  dollars  in  food 
outlets,  and  just  under  a  billion  in  drug 
stores,  pointing  out  the  strong  competitive 
position  of  grocery  stores  for  the  sales 
of  health  and  beauty  aids. 

The  review  also  considers  the  share 
position  of  a  selective  health  and  beauty 
aid  product  classes  among  drug,  grocery 
and  mass  merchandiser  outlets.  Although 
the  shares  held  by  mass  merchandisers  in 
most  health  product  groups  is  still  sub- 
stantially below  that  of  both  the  drug 
and  grocery  outlets  their  continuing  gains 
in  that  area  are  demonstrated  when  com- 
paring 1970  with  1969. 

On  a  dollar  basis  hair  preparations 
sales  in  drug  stores  increased  by  2  per 
cent,  those  in  grocery  outlets  by  7  per 
cent  and  mass  merchandisers  by  23  per 
cent.  Feminine  hygiene  products  increased 
by  10  per  cent  in  drug  stores,  13  per 
cent  in  grocery  outlets  and  23  per  cent  in 
mass  merchandisers,  while  those  for  cold 
remedies  in  the  same  outlets — drug  stores, 
grocery  and  mass  merchandisers  were: 
2,  6,  and  18  per  cent  and  for  oral  hygiene 
products  the  percentages  were  1,  7,  and 
26,  respectively. 

An  examination  of  the  combined  unit 
sales  and  inventories  of  ten  major  health 
and  beauty  aid  lines  indicated  a  turnover 
of  5.2  times  per  year  in  chain  drug  stores 
compared  to  turnover  rates  of  8.8  and 
4.9  for  food  chains  and  mass  merchandis- 
ers respectively. 

The  Nielsen  review  adds  the  comment 
that  an  interesting  point  is  the  high 
average  monthly  unit  sales  and  inventories 
for  mass  merchandisers. 


The  Chemical  Formulary.  Volume  16.  H. 
Bennett.  The  Chemical  Publishing  Co  Inc, 
200  Park  Avenue  South,  New  York,  NY 
10003.  8i  x  5£in,  Pp  316.  $10. 
This  book  lists  a  wide  array  of  formulae 
for  saleable  products.  Categories  dealt  with 
include  medicines,  emulsions,  coatings,  ad- 
hesives  and  detergents. 

Volume  16  does  not  duplicate  any  of  the 
formulae  given  in  previous  volumes. 
Many  of  the  formulae  given  are  being 
used  commercially  and  others  are  taken 
from  the  literature. 


Nielsen  review  the  retail 
drug  trends  in  US 
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OPEN  SHOP    i,v  e  c  tenner 


Return  of  the 

The  Times  was  beaten  to  it  this  year 
in  that  a  letter  in  the  Daily  Mirror 
proclaimed  the  first  hearing  of  the  cuckoo. 
Let  Chemist  &  Druggist  then  continue  the 
good  work  of  upsetting  form  by  reporting 
the  arrival  again  in  our  midst  of  the 
enemy,  whooping  cough. 

Those  of  us  in  practice  in  the  thirties 
will  well  remember  the  paroxysms  of  the 
hoop,  and  of  the  quite  distinguishable 
cough  that  followed.  Not  a  whoop  can  I 
report,  but  that  persistent  cough  is  again 
in  our  midst,  in  almost  epidemic  pro- 
portions. I  have  no  doubt  at  all  that 
whooping  cough  is  with  us  again.  Is  the 
causitive  organism,  Bordetella  pertussis, 
reasserting  itself  in  spite  of  immunisation, 
or  is  it  some  other  organism  at  work? 
Perhaps  it  is  Bacillus  parapertussis! 

In  any  case,  it  is  of  epidemic  propor- 
tions in  our  area,  and  perhaps  this  in- 
formation will  be  of  use  to  the  Medical 
Officers  of  Health,  whose  nursing  staff  is 
too  young  to  remember  the  disease.  If  it 
is  a  mutation  of  the  organism  which  is 
at  work,  then  we  will  have  to  look  to 
updating  our  immunisation  vaccine.  But 
that  is  not  my  job;  I  report  the  facts, 
and  hope  that  the  warning  is  timely. 

Bored  by  the  BMA 

The  board  of  science  of  the  BMA  has 
decided  not  to  press  for  barbiturates  to 
be  scheduled  under  the  Misuse  of  Drugs 
Act.  A  very  wise  decision,  because  it  is 
one  which  would  not  make  any  difference 
to  the  numbers  prescribed,  which  is  the 
real  crux  of  the  situation.  Once  again, 
it  is  admitted,  this  board  of  the  BMA 
has  shown  its  wisdom  in  asking  prescri- 
bers  to  cut  down  the  numbers  prescribed. 

This  is  excellent  advice,  but  only  effec- 
tive if  the  prescription  calls  for  barbitur- 
ates alone.  Most  prescriptions  that  phar- 
macists see  are  a  mixed  bag,  within 
which  is  a  barbiturate,  so  the  problem 
will  be  solved  when  practitioners  accept 
that  prescriptions  calling  for  large 
supplies  of  all  drugs  are  wrong.  Only  in 
that  way  will  there  be  a  real  fall  in  the 
number  of  barbiturates  available  in  the 
community.  But  perhaps  it  would  not  be 
politic  to  say  this.  If  this  is  the  reason  it 
was  not  said,  then  the  conclusions  of  the 
board  did  not  deserve  the  publicity 
accorded  them. 

NP  (Not  pleased) 

This  morning  arrived  the  first  casualty  of 
the  new  system.  A  customer  with  a 
daughter  of  eleven — the  child  looking  ill — 
presented  a  prescription  calling  for  24 
Sol  Aspirin,  one  and  a  half  to  be  taken 
every  four  hours.  This  we  dispensed  and 
labelled  "Soluble  Aspirin".  The  lady 
examined  the  bottle,  read  the  label,  and 
went  mad!  Her  daughter  had  a  sore  ear, 
a  sore  throat,  and  a  headache,  had  kept 
them  up  all  night  crying  with  the  pain. 


enemy 

and  the  mother  was  not  at  all  happy  with 
the  treatment. 

She  was  informed  that  we  could  not 
change  the  prescription,  or  discuss  it,  and 
any  complaints  should  be  directed  to  the 
doctor,  and  not  to  us.  Twenty  minutes 
later  she  returned  with  a  prescription  for 
Neocortef  ear  drops  and  Tabs  Terramycin 
250mg.  What  transpired  in  the  surgery  I 
know  not,  I  was  only  thankful  that  the 
prescription  was  exempt  from  charges. 

But  it  does  not  help  the  GPs  if 
complaints  of  this  kind  are  ventilated 
before  a  shop  full  of  customers.  Perhaps 
NP  is  not  the  universal  boon  that  it  was 
proclaimed  to  be. 

Believe  it  or  not 

In  this  year  of  grace,  1972,  a  year  before 
Britain's  entry  into  the  EEC,  the  business 
session  of  Franco-British  is  reported  to 
have  had  for  it's  topic  for  discussion, 
"The  evolution  of  pharmacy  from  sorcery 
to  ethical  medicines."  Imaginative  perhaps, 
but  hardly  relevant  to  the  needs  of 
European  pharmacy  today. 
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Unit  packs 

There  has  already  been  a  marked  increase 
in  the  dispensing  of  "unit  packs"  eg, 
Flagyl  Combipack,  etc.  The  BMA  panel 
report  (C&D,  May  20,  p711),  is  likely  to 
increase  this  demand  still  further. 

Unfortunately  some  original  containers 
need  attention  paid  to  them,  in  particular 
in  the  labelling.  If  you  place  an  average 
dispensing  label  on  a  tin  of  Neutradonna 
Sed  Powder,  the  word  "poison"  still  pre- 
dominates and  worries  the  "new"  patient. 

Conversely  some  warning  notes  can  so 
easily  be  obliterated  by  the  label.  I  feel 
it  is  now  time  for  manufacturers'  labels 
to  carry  a  proper  space  for  dispensing 
labels  only — it  would  also  help  if  these 
were  all  of  a  standard  size.  We  could 
then  tailor  the  labels  to  match  up. 

R.  D.  Gaiger 
Sutton,  Surrey 

Duty  to  cope 

What  is  in  the  air  of  Sittingbourne  that 
affects  Mr  Wilkinson  so  adversely  {C&D, 
May  27,  p756)?  His  recent  effusion  in 
the  local  lay  Press,  and  his  diatribes  in 
the  pharmaceutical  Press,  will  never 
achieve  co-operation  between  the  two 
professions. 

Those  of  us  who  quietly  coped,  and 


it  is  our  duty  to  cope,  with  similar 
prescriptions  both  here  and  in  other  dis- 
tricts have  achieved  co-operation  over 
more  years  than  the  months  he  has  been 
in  Sittingbourne. 

He  seems  to  have  lost  faith  in  his 
fellow  pharmacists  and  the  governing 
bodies  and,  as  he  seems  to  have  an  attack 
of  "ink  fever"  at  the  moment,  perhaps 
he  should  have  extended  leave  for  a  cure 
in  Fleet  Street.  I  feel  sure  he  would 
return  to  his  chosen  profession  a  much 
chastened  young  man. 

W.  Hook 

Sittingbourne 

Candidates'  thanks 

I  should  like  to  thank  those  who  voted 
for  me  in  the  recent  election  for  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
I  assure  all  members  of  the  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Society  that  I  will  use  my  best 
endeavours  to  advance  pharmacy  in  all 
forms  of  practice,  and  try  to  solve  the 
many  problems  that  face  us. 

C.  C.  Stevens 
Macclesfield 

Through  the  courtesy  of  your  columns 
may  I  express  my  thanks  to  the  2,912 
members  who  voted  for  me  in  the  Council 
election.  If  the  19,479  non-voters  will 
join  the  above  2,912  on  the  next  occasion 
I,  for  one,  won't  quarrel  with  the  voting 
system. 

C.  H.  Preston  Robinson 

Sutton-in-Ashfield,  Notts. 

Through  your  columns  may  I  thank  all 
members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
who  voted  for  me  in  the  Council  election 
and  believe  in  my  aims. 

Many  of  you  I  know,  and  I  look  for- 
ward to  meeting  more  of  you  in  the 
coming  year  and  in  the  future.  Your 
interests  are  my  concern. 

Enid  Lucas-Smith 
Cookham  Dean,  Berks. 

Appreciated 

1  would  like  to  express  my  sincere  thanks 
for  the  great  help  your  publication  has 
been  to  me  for  so  many  years  now — 
especially  so  the  price  list.  I  have  found 
this  invaluable  in  these  days  '  of  new 
lines  and  changing  prices.  It  has  helped 
to  solve  many  of  our  problems. 

My  regret  is  that  I  have  not  been 
successful  in  finding  a  younger  pharma- 
cist to  take  over  my  business  in  which 
I  spent  354-  very  happy  years. — E.W. 


Edinburgh  Chemists'  Golf  Club:  Winner  of 
the  Reckitt  and  Leishman  Shield  played  at 
Kingsknowe  was  H.  Reynolds  (18)  75.  Best 
scratch  was  J.  B.  McCaig  82;  section  one 
winner  was  T.  R.  Johnson  (9)  78  and  section 
two,  G.  Brown  (18)  75. 
Ulster  Chemists'  Golfing  Association :  First 
in  the  Vestric  prize  day  competition  at  Ban- 
gor was  J.  Hogg  39.  Second  was  B.  Fox  36. 
Section  one  winners  were  J.  Grist  36  and  D. 
Coffey  25  and  section  two,  J.  Fegan  35  and 
R.  V.  Mathers  33. 
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from 
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Blink-N-Clean 

Solution 

The  newest  most  convenient  way 
to  care  for  contact  lenses 


Clean 


•  Add  new  Blink-N-Clean  to  your 
order 

•  From  Allergan's  quality  range 
of  contact  lens  products 

•  7.5cc  sterile  plastic  dropper 
bottle  retails  for  54  Np 


This  unique  formula  gives 
the  lens  wearer  increased 
comfort  by  quickly  rewetting 
and  cleaning  blurred  lenses 
WHILE  THEY  ARE  STILL 
IN  THE  EYE  ! 


Distributors  to  the  Wholesale, 
G.  D.  Searle  &  Co.  Ltd., 
Whalton  Road,  Morpeth. 
Northumberland.  Tel :  Morpeth  4311 

d||€RGflN  Lane  End  Road,  High  Wycombe,  Bucks, 


advertisements 

will  be  appearing  frequently  in  the 
DAILY  EXPRESS  -  DAILY  MAIL 
DAI LY  MIRROR  and  the  SUN 

reaching  a  huge  circulation  of  1  56,445,341 


Roberts 


Burnden  Road,  Bolton, 
Lancashire  BL3  2RB 
Laboratories  Limited  Telephone:  Bolton  32631 


782 — Chemist  &  Druggist    June  3,  1972 


the  Register. 

The  following  changes  of  address  were 
noted:  Dr  V.  Molony,  LPSI,  to  c/o  Bel- 
mont Park  Hospital,  Waterford;  Miss  Nora 
Josephine  McCarthy,  MPSI,  to  3  Mosa- 
phir,  Corrig  Road,  Dun  Laoghaire,  Co 
Dublin,  and  Mrs  Mary  Carroll,  Assistant, 
to  78  Marlborough  Road,  Dublin  4. 

Nominated  for  membership:  Miss  Joan 
Aherne,  LPSI,  5  Lancaster  Quay,  Cork; 
Mrs  Helen  Carden,  LPSI,  15  Brighton 
Vale,  Monkstown,  Co  Dublin;  Miss 
Therese  McDonald,  LPSI,  Killeshin,  Co 
Carlow;  Mrs  Carmel  A.  Whelan,  LPSI, 
Athlone,  Co  Westmeath;  Mr  James  Mc- 
Elwee,  LPSI,  Dungloe,  Co  Donegal;  Mr 
James  Prendergast,  LPSI,  80  Sutton  Park, 
Co  Dublin  and  Mr  Henry  W.  A.  Sheridan, 
LPSI,  28  High  Street,  Sligo. 


Nostalgia  pharmaceutica 


Irish  benevolent  fund 
receives  £2,000 

The  Benevolent  Fund  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  has  been 
augmented  by  £2,000  following  the  handing  over  of  a  cheque  for  that  amount  by 
Mr  Cailain  Conefrey.  chairman  of  the  special  fund-raising  sub-committee  of  the 
Benevolent  Fund,  to  the  hon  treasurer  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland, 
Dr  W.  E.  Boles,  at  a  ceremony  in  the  College  of  Pharmacy,  Dublin,  recently. 
The  proceeds  represent  the  contributions  Martin  Howley,  LPSI,  were  restored  to 
of  about  500  pharmacists  from  the  pro- 
vinces, who,  in  response  to  the  Society's 
request,  signed  bankers'  orders,  authoris- 
ing the  handing  over  of  individual  sums 
in  the  region  of  £2-£3  each  over  the 
past  two  years.  The  scheme  has  been  in 
operation  for  the  past  two  years  and 
already  about  £600  has  been  handed  over 
as  a  result  of  the  drive. 

In  the  coming  months,  a  cheque,  repre- 
senting the  proceeds  of  efforts  in  the 
Dublin  area  will  be  handed  over.  Also 
present  at  the  ceremony  were  Miss  Patricia 
Cahill,  hon  secretary  of  the  special  sub- 
committee, and  Mr  John  McCormack, 
hon  treasurer.  Officers  and  members  of 
the  Council  of  the  Society  were  also  in 
attendance,  as  well  as  the  Registrar,  Mr 
J.  G.  Coleman. 

Thanking  the  sub-committee  for  its 
efforts,  Dr  Boles  said  that  while  there 
might  not  be  many  poor  pharmacists 
there  were  quite  a  few  dependants  of 
pharmacists  relying  on  the  help  of  the 
fund.  He  stressed  that  to  secure  the 
maximum  support  it  would  be  necessary 
for  the  sub-committee  to  establish  per- 
sonal contact  with  each  pharmacist. 

The  president  of  the  Society,  Mr  R.  J. 
Power,  said  the  cheque  represented  the 
accumulation  of  two  years'  collection, 
delayed  through  the  bank  strike.  "I  think 
it  is  only  proper  to  thank  the  many 
pharmacists,  who,  by  subscribing  so  mag- 
nificently to  the  fund,  have  proved  that 
they  are  aware  of  its  necessity,  because 
dependants  of  pharmacists  are  tragically 
with  us  all  the  time." 

He  also  thanked  pharmacists  who 
annually  supported  Benevolent  Fund 
dances  held  at  various  centres  throughout 
the  country  and  thanked  the  members  of 
the  Committee  who  had  done  "Herculean 
work". 

Replying,  Mr  Conefrey  said  they  were 
very  happy  to  be  able  to  hand  over  this 
substantial  contribution  to  the  fund.  In 
raising  it,  the  members  of  the  sub- 
committee had  travelled  throughout  the 
country  but  it  had  been  a  pleasure  to  do 
so  as  they  knew  they  were  helping  in  a 
very  worthy  cause.  They  hoped  that  next 
year,  their  contribution  would  be  an  even 
greater  one. 

Register  changes 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  the 
following  changes  to  the  registers  were 
noted. 

Elected  to  membership:  Mary  C.  Cos- 
tello,  Agnes  Farrell,  Elizabeth  Lavin,  Mary 
O'Donnell,  Claire  Ryan  and  Richard  F. 


Pharmaceutical  Society 

Birkenhead  Branch.  Chairman,  D.  J.  Poole ; 

treasurer,  R.  B.  Kennish ;  social  secretary, 

M.  Weinronk ;  secretary,  Mrs  E.  R.  Booth. 

"Granrafon",  Mere  Lane,  Heswall,  Wirral, 

Cheshire. 

Croydon.  Chairman,  Mrs  A.  Bishop;  vice- 
chairman,  W.  Patterson ;  social  secretary, 
D.  R.  Turvey ;  treasurer,  N.  R.  Wakeford ; 
Press  officer,  I.  Benjamin ;  secretary,  A.  L. 
Smith,  87  Devonshire  Way,  Shirley, 
Croydon. 


Guild  of  Hospital  Pharmacists 
London.  Chairman,  Miss  M.  E.  Brighten ; 
treasurer,  Miss  E.  E.  James ;  secretary, 
J.  B.  G.  Parker,  Pharmacy,  East  Ham 
Memorial  Hospital,  Shrewsbury  Road, 
London  E7  8QR. 

Trade  associations 

International  Association  of  Seed  Crushers. 

President  J.E.Th.M.  Randag  (Netherlands) ; 
vice-presidents  G.  Watson  (Eire),  A.  Mergell 
(France),  T.  Yoshii  (Japan),  J.  Hogan 
(USA);  secretary  H.  D.  Howard  (Great 
Britain). 


by  E.  H.  Shields 

The  other  day,  a  box  full  of  old  text- 
books turned  up  unexpectedly,  resulting 
in  an  acute  attack  of  something  very  much 
like  home-sickness,  a  pre-occupation  with 
the  distant  past.  I  was  back  again  at 
"The  Square",  preparing  for  the  old  Minor 
Examination,  wondering  whether  I  should 
ever  be  able  to  spread  a  plaster  with  the 
smooth  dexterity  of  Professor  Greenish. 
I  was  envying  one  of  our  class  who  had 
had  the  advantage  of  a  West  End  appren- 
ticeship; he  could  leave  us  poor  provin- 
cials fumbling  in  the  rear,  struggling  with 
mortar  and  pestle,  while  he  was  neatly 
boxing  and  labelling  his  beautifully 
rounded  pills. 

There  is  only  one  cure  for  such 
nostalgia — soak  in  it.  Let  it  rip,  until  those 
same  letters  capitalise  themselves,  so  to 
speak,  and  literally  leave  one  in  peace.  In 
my  case,  matters  were  complicated  by  the 


simultaneous  appearance  of  this  photo- 
graoh  (below)  of  the  complete  Minor  and 
Major  group  for  the  1916  course.  Not  a 
beard  in  sight  and  Professor  Greenish  has 
his  characteristic  quizzical  smile.  I  can 
just  recognise  myself,  in  the  second  row, 
next  to  a  gentleman  from  Trinidad,  and 
confidently  name  about  half  the  others — 
including  Ella  Caird,  who  became  Mrs 
Corfield,  and  Hope  Constance  Monica 
Winch,  who  of  course  made  history  at 
Sunderland. 

With  such  memories,  I  just  can't  hand 
the  Professor's  "Mat.  Med"  and  "Foods 
&  Drugs"  to  the  dustman,  despite  their 
dates,  and  even  after  reading  the  latest 
"Guide  to  Good  Manufacturing  Practice" 
from  Her  Majesty's  Stationery  Office  they 
provided  useful  references.  But  look  at 
those  skirts! 

And  has  not  Professor  Shellard  urged 
us  to  be  architects  and  planners  rather 
than  artisans? 
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Overwhelming  London 
support  for  VTO 

London  area  members  of  the  National  Pharmaceutical  Union  have  given  over- 
whelming support  to  the  continued  study  of  a  voluntary  trading  organisation. 
At  the  last  of  nine  meetings  throughout 
the  country,  only  four  hands  were  raised 
against  the  proposal  out  of  an  audience 
of  some  350.  At  least  1,000  members 
have  now  heard  the  proposals  for  the 
VTO  at  first  hand,  and  it  is  estimated  no 
more  than  seven  have  withheld  approval 
for  the  investigation  to  continue. 

Since  the  first  meeting  at  Brighton  at 
the  end  of  February  (C&D,  March  4, 
p310),  the  introductory  talks  by  Mr  D.  N. 
Sharpe  and  Mr  A.  Trotman  have  been 
developed  by  the  addition  of  slide  material 
and  the  introduction  of  some  new  points. 
Mr  Trotman,  the  chief  executive  of  NPU 
Marketing  Ltd,  stressed  that  retail  phar- 
macy must  be  prepared  to  sacrifice  its 
gross  profit  margin  in  order  to  get  higher 
sales  volume — and  a  higher  "actual"  net 
profit.  This  had  already  been  realised  in 
nearly  all  other  trades,  which  had  come 
to  terms  with  the  changed  situation  in 
retailing.  In  electricals,  for  example,  the 
gross  margin  had  been  reduced  to  10-12 
per  cent. 

The  barriers  that  once  separated  the 
specialist  retailer  from  the  others  had 
disappeared.  "If  it  is  profitable  and  if  it  is 
possible  to  handle  it,  then  everybody  will 
put  it  through  their  store." 

Mr  Trotman  said  it  was  not  necessary 
for  the  chemist  to  match  other  retailers' 
prices  "penny  for  penny",  but  there  could 


member  what  to  stock  and  how  much, 
say  how  big  markets  were,  and  indicate 
the  right  times  to  promote  products. 

Mr  Sharpe,  a  member  of  the  NPU 
Executive  and  a  director  of  NPUM,  told 
the  meeting  of  a  counter  turnover  more 
than  doubled  in  2\  years  when  he  ex- 
panded his  business  by  concentrating  on 
professional  pharmacy  in  one  half  of  his 
intercommunicating  premises,  and  on  com- 
petitive sales  techniques  in  the  other.  This 
had  been  achieved  with  the  same  sales 
staff  by  refitting  and  concentrating  on  the 
brand  leaders,  as  advocated  by  Mr 
Trotman. 

Mr  Sharpe  employed  a  sign-writer  to 
prepare  his  "cut-price"  cards,  using  the 
technique  of  one  price  crossed  through 
with  the  reduced  price. 

How  will  the  group  be  known?  That 
was  one  of  the  points  raised  during  a 
question  and  answer  session,  and  the 
questioner  averred  that  the  NPU's  own 
symbol  had  not  been  got  over  to  the 
public.  Mr  Trotman  replied  that  there 
would  have  to  be  research  by  specialists 
in   "corporate   identity" — but   a  symbol 


would  be  necessary.  The  NPU  symbol 
had  never  been  widely  advertised,  and  the 
letters  "NPU"  meant  nothing  to  the 
consumer. 

Mr  Trotman  also  said  that  the  VTO's 
members  could  still  make  their  own  deci- 
sions on  whether  a  product  or  promotion 
was  suitable  for  their  area — but  it  was 
expected  that  the  majority  would  support 
the  programme. 

Asked  about  the  number  of  promo- 
tions, he  pointed  out  that  most  groups 
required  about  six  to  eight  products  to 
pay  for  a  national  advertising  campaign, 
and  there  would  perhaps  be  twelve  a 
year.  It  should  be  possible  to  plan  the 
promotional  programme  for  a  year  in 
advance. 

Most  of  the  group's  services  would  be 
financed  by  the  exploitation  of  the 
chemist's  buying  power,  but  members 
would  be  asked  to  contribute  to  the 
group's  advertising.  The  amount  would 
depend  upon  the  scale,  but  most  inde- 
pendent grocers  paid  £1  to  £1-50  per 
week,  which  was  invoiced  by  the  whole- 
saler. "It  will  cost  you  a  little  bit  of 
your  independence  and  a  little  bit  of 
discipline  in  your  buying,"  Mr  Trotman 
concluded. 

One  of  those  expressing  some  doubts 
was  Mr  R.  Jackson,  who  thought  that 
as  each  pharmacist  ran  his  business 
according  to  his  own  personality,  worry- 
ing about  the  VTO  would  lead  to  neglect 
of  the  functions  for  which  he  was  trained. 


Official  IV  tests  questioned 


be  a  "credibility  gap"  if  the  prices  charged 
were  too  much  above  those  advertised 
by  competitors. 

One  aspect  of  the  VTO  was  co-operative 
(advertising.  Companies  such  as  Boots,  Co- 
operatives, Tesco  and  Woolworth  spent  a 
great  deal  on  advertising  to  the  consumer, 
but  part  of  the  cost  was  met  by  the 
Imanufacturers  whose  products  were 
being  promoted.  This  would  also  apply 
to  advertising  by  the  VTO. 

Mr  Trotman  reassured  members  that 
there  was  no  question  of  destroying  the 
pharmacist's  ethical  image  or  profession- 
alism. "On  the  contrary,  what  we  have  to 
do  is  to  exploit  it  and  build  it — to  make 
sure  that  the  public  recognises  that  you 
are  professional  people." 

The  speaker  was  critical  of  chemists  for 
insisting  on  discounts  from  their  suppliers 
— 14  to  the  dozen  plus  5  per  cent  plus  .  .  . 
etc.  They  should  demand  to  know  the 
ithe  "net  net"  price  they  would  have  to 
pay  for  the  product. 

Chemists  were  often  critical  of  those 
manufacturers  which  supplied  other 
traders,  but  why  should  they  tie  their 
future  to  a  trade  that  hadn't  got  growth 
in  itself?  "Once  we  start  to  achieve  some 
growth  then  manufacturers  will  be  quite 
happy  to  tie  their  products  to  us,"  said 
Mr  Trotman. 

Elaborating  on  some  of  the  services 
that  the  VTO  could  provide  for  its  mem- 
bers, he  said  that  as  retailers,  chemists 
were  "driving  blind" — the  VTO  could 
quantify   a   business   potential,   tell  the 


Particular  attention  is  to  be  given  to 
British  Pharmacopoeia  sterility  require- 
ments for  intravenous  fluids  to  see  if  it 
is  possible  to  improve  them. 

Sir  Keith  Joseph,  Secretary  of  State  for 
Social  Services,  has  asked  the  Medicines 
Commission  panel  reviewing  safety  mea- 
sures for  their  production  to  examine  the 
subject  "in  the  light  of  knowledge  gained 
since  those  requirements  were  formulated". 

Confirming  his  earlier  remarks  in  the 
Commons  (C&D,  May  13,  p  667)  on  the 
case  of  a  contaminated  bottle,  manufac- 
tured by  Travenol  Laboratories,  being 
used  at  Kettering  and  District  General 
Hospital,  Sir  Keith  said  his  inspectors  had 
found  the  company's  manufacturing  pro- 
cesses to  be  generally  in  accordance  with 
current  industrial  practice.  The  testing 
procedures  were  the  same  as  those  pub- 
lished in  the  European  Pharmacopoeia. 
He  had  therefore  no  reason  to  suspend 
the  use  of  all  fluids  manufactured  by 
Travenol  Laboratories. 

No  fault  had  been  found  in  procedures 
governing  the  use  of  IV  fluids  at  the 
hospital.  There  was  no  scientific  evidence, 
said  Sir  Keith,  to  establish  beyond  doubt 
the  source  of  the  contamination  found 
in  the  dextrose  solution.  Two  bottles  out 
of  48  from  the  batch  sent  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  were  found  to  con- 
tain some  organisms.  The  manufacturers 
had  tested  over  500  bottles  but  had 
found  nothing  wrong. 

A  number  of  theories  about  the 
occurrence  had  been  developed  and  tested. 


Most  had  been  discarded;  investigation, 
which  might  be  prolonged,  was  continuing. 

Defects  in  sterilising  practice  which 
could  lead  to  large  scale  contamination 
could  be  detected  by  quality  tests  made  by 
manufacturers.  There  remained  a  risk, 
however,  that  some  imperfection  would 
result  from,  for  example,  a  minute  flaw 
in  a  bottle  or  some  tiny  temporary  defect 
in  a  manufacturing  process. 

A  number  of  isolated  examples,  involv- 
ing single  bottles,  occurred  from  time  to 
time,  but  hospital  procedures  ensured 
that  these  bottles  were  withdrawn. 

Answering  a  question  from  Mrs  Barbara 
Castle,  Sir  Keith  said  that  he  would  be 
looking  at  points  raised  by  Dr  Max 
Sterne  in  a  recent  article  in  New  Scientist. 

Dr  Sterne  elaborates  on  the  chances  of 
a  contaminated  batch  escaping  detection 
under  the  present  official  tests.  He  states 
that  fhey  are  not  sensitive  enough  to 
reveal  a  slight  initial  contamination  which 
may  have  serious  consequences. 

He  recommends  that  products  should 
be  stored  for  a  suitable  time  by  the 
manufacturers  before  examination. 

"It  is  inequitable,"  concludes  Dr 
Sterne,  "to  continue  to  rely,  as  heavily 
as  at  present,  on  the  expertise  of  manu- 
facturing staff  to  compensate  for  defi- 
ciencies in  regulations. 

"Positive  evidence  of  specialised  com- 
petence should  be  required  of  'expert' 
staff,  and  the  bare  possession  of  a  pro- 
fessional qualification  should  not  be 
regarded  as  automatic  proof." 
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MARKET  NEWS 

Brazilian  menthol 
weakening 

London,  May  31:  Brazilian  menthol  was 
among  a  number  of  crude  drugs  to  be 
marked  lower  during  the  week  with  £0-15 
per  kg  being  knocked  off  the  spot  and 
June-July  shipment  rates,  and  £0  30  from 
the  afloat  price. 

Also  lower  were  celery  seeds  and  black 
and  white  peppers  for  shipment,  aloes 
(Cape  and  Curacao),  dandelion  root  and 
turmeric.  Buchu  was  unobtainable  on  the 
spot,  but  the  shipment  rate  was  reduced 
by  £0  05  lb.  Marked  higher  were  card- 
amoms and  lemon  peel. 

Among  essential  oils,  Chinese  spearmint 
was  dearer  by  £0-20  on  the  spot. 

Although  the  price  of  mercury  has 
firmed  up  considerably  in  producing 
countries,  demand  remains  at  a  low  level. 
Spain  and  Italy,  two  principal  producers 
are  reported  to  have  agreed  a  minimum 
price  of  $170  per  flask. 

Crude  drugs 

Aconite:  Spot  £1,050  metric  ton;  £1,050.  cif. 
Agar:  (lb)  Kobe  No  1  £0-85  cif;  European  £0-73. 
Aloes:  (metric  ton)  Cape  primes  £260  spot;  £210 
cif.  Curacao  £770  spot;  £720,  cif. 
Balsams:  (lb)  Canada:  £1-75  spot;  shipment  £1-70 
cif.  Copaiba:  BPC  £0-50;  Para  £0-40.  Peru:  £1-05; 
£0-92,  cif.  Tulu:  BP  £0-70. 

Belladonna:  Leaves  £0-15  lb  spot  and  cif.  herb 
£0-11   spot,  and  cif;  root  £0-12  spot;  £0-11,  cif 


Benzoin:  BPC  £0-75  kg  spot;  £0-66,  cif. 
Buchu:  No  spot;  £1-00  lb  cif. 
Camphor:  BP  natural  powder  £1  kg  spot;  £0-90, 
cif.  Synthetic  BP  £0-57  kg  in  500-kg  lots. 
Cardamoms:   (Per  lb  cif)  Alleppy  greens  No  T, 
£0-85;   prime  seeds  £0-90. 

Dandelion:  Root  £415  metric  ton  spot;  £390,  cif. 
Ergot:  Spot  £3-10  kg. 

Gentian:  Root  £405  metric  ton  spot;  £395,  cif. 
Ginger:  (ton)  Cochin  £210,  cif.  Jamaican 
No.  3  £1,050  spot;  £850,  cif.  Nigerian  split  £195 
spot,  £185  cif;  peeled  £300  spot;  £270,  cif. 
Sierra   Leone,  £240,  cif. 

Kola  nuts:  West  African  halves  £90  metric  ton 
spot;  shipment  £75,  cif. 

Lanolin:  Anhydrous  BP  minimum  1,000  kg  £317 
£415;  cosmetic  grade  £430. 

Lemon  peel:  Spot  £230  metric  ton;  £210,  cif. 
Liquorice  root:  (metric  ton)  Chinese  £110.  Russian 
£115.  Spray-dried  powder  £396,  delivered.  Block 
juice  £431-50. 

Lobelia:  American  herb  £785  metric  ton  spot; 
£760,  cif. 

Lycopodium:    Indian    £2  00    lb    spot;    £1-75,  cif. 

Russian  £2-50  spot. 

Mace:  Grenada  £0-35  lb.  fob. 

Menthol:  (kg)  Chinese  spot  £6;  shipment  £5-75 
cif.  Brazilian  spot  £3-75;  afloat  £3-50,  cif;  June- 
July  £3-40,  cif. 

Nutmeg:  (Per  ton,  cif).  Grenada:  80's  £580; 
sound  unassorted  £430,  defectives  £372,  all  cif. 
Nux  vomica:  Shipment  £100  metric  ton,  cif. 
Pepper:  (ton)  Sarawak  black  £360  spot;  £305 
May-June,  cif;  white  £475;  £432-50  April-May, 
cif. 

Podophyllum:  Emodi  £360  metric  ton  cif. 
Quillaia:  £450  metric  ton  spot. 
Rhubarb:  From  £0-30  to  £1-50  lb. 
Saffron:  Mancha  superior  £82-kg. 
Sarsaparilla:  Spot  £0-57  lb. 

Seeds:  (ton)  Anise:  China  star  £175,  spot; 
shipment  £125,  cif.  Caraway:  Dutch  ex  wharf 
£390.  Ceiery:  Indian  £340;  shipment  £250, 
cif.  Coriander:  Moroccan  £78,  cif.  Cumin:  Indian 
£300,  cif.  Iranian  £260  cif.  Dill:  Indian,  for  ship- 
ment £23,  cif.  Fennel:  Chinese  £130  (metric  ton), 
cif;  Indian  nominal.  Fenugreek:  Moroccan  for 
shipment  £66;  cif.  Mustard:  £60-£120. 
Senega:  Canadian  £1-65  lb  spot;  £1-60,  cif. 
Senna:  (lb)  Tinnevelly  No.  3  faq  leaves  £0  06i; 


pods,  hand-picked  £0-11;  manufacturing  E0-08J 
Alexandria  h/p  £0-52  ex  wharf;  manufacturin 
£0-26  nominal. 

Squill:  White  spot  £260  metric  ton;  £250,  cif. 

Styrax:  £M2i  lb  spot;  £1-10,  cif. 

Tonquin  beans:  Para  £0-37  lb  spot;  £0-32,  cif. 

Turmeric:  Madras  finger  £195  ton;  £160  April-May, 

cif. 

Essential  oils 

Almond:  Drum  lots  £0-60  kg. 

Amber:  Rectified  spot  £0-33  kg. 

Anise:  Chinese  £1-40  kg  spot;  £1-30  cif. 

Bay:   £5-95   spot,    shipment  £6-50,  cif. 

Spearmint:  American  from  £4-50  kg,  cif;  Chinese 

spot  and   shipment  £3-80  kg. 

COMING  EVENTS 


Tuesday,  June  6 
Eastbourne  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Queens  Hotel,  Eastbourne,  at  8  pm.  Annual 
meeting  and  colour  slide  competition. 
South-West  Metropolitan  Branch,  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  Alexandra  Hotel,  South-side 
Clapham  Common,  London,  SW4,  at  8  pm. 
Annual  meeting.  Talk  by  Mr  E.  Weyman, 
secretary,  London  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Thursday,  June  8 

Bedfordshire  Xranch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

County  Hotel,  Bedford.  Golden  jubilee 
banquet. 

Joint    Pharmaceutical    Analysis    Group,  17 

Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  WC1,  at  4  pm. 
Subject :  Original  papers. 

Friday,  June  9 

South   Eastern    Federation   of  Pharmacists, 

Haverfield  House,  Union  Place,  Worthing,  at 
6.15  pm.  Talk  on  VAT  by  Mr  Terence 
Higgins,  financial  secretary  to  the  Treasury. 
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HOME  WINEMAKING  SECTION 


WITH  C.W.E  QUALITY  PRODUCTS.  OUR  INGREDIENTS 
HAVE  PROVEN  THEIR  SUCCESS  WITH  THE  PUBLIC,  PARTICULARLY  THE  ENTHUSIAST.  THIS  IS  BE- 
CAUSE THE  FINEST  WINE  IS  SIMPLY  MADE  AND  AT  THE  RIGHT  PRICE.  THIS  MARKET  IS  FOR  YOU. 
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FYLDE  LABORATORIES,  PRESTON,  PR1  1RR 

have  appointed  Cartwrights  (Rawdon)  Ltd., 
Lakeside  Laboratories,  Leeds,  LS19  7YA,  as 

their  Sole  Distributors  to  the  Wholesale  and  Retail 
Trade  for  their  Products  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

List  of  Products : 

Fiery  Jack  Ointments  and  Creams 
Embrolin  Babezone 
Rheumalax  All  Fours  Mixture 

From  June  1st  1972  orders  —  Wholesalers  and  Retailers 
should  be  sent  direct  to  Cartwrights  (Rawdon)  Ltd.,  Leeds, 
LS19  7YA, 
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J.  P.  Kerr  is 
Society's 
new  president 

Mr  J.  P.  Kerr  is  the  new  president  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain,  and  Mr  C.  C.  B.  Stevens  is  the  new 
vice-president. 


rhey  were  elected  at  Wednes- 
day's Council  meeting,  when 
Mr  H.  Steinman  was  also  re- 
jected treasurer. 

Mr  Kerr  succeeds  Mr  W.  M. 
Darling,  who  has  served  a  two- 
year  term  of  office.  Mr  Kerr 
ivas  first  elected  to  Council  in 
96?.. 


octors  say 
hands  off 
medical  centres 

\dequate  accommodation  in 
postgraduate  medical  centres 
hust  be  available  primarily 
or  medical  staff  and  under 
ocal  medical  control,  according 
o  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
National  Association  of  Clini- 
al  Tutors. 
The  chairman  and  secretary 
if  the  Association,  writing  in 
ast  week's  British  Medical 
ournal,  claim  that  "difficul- 
es  have  already  arisen," 
/hen  centres  are  used  for 
lultidisciplinary  purposes  and 
/hen  they  are  being  organised 
y  a  multidisciplinary  com- 
littee. 

"The  intention  of  the  Depart- 
lent  appears  to  be  to  include 
reas  for  multidisciplinary  edu- 
tion  in  all  new  hospitals  and, 
lthough  it  has  been  conceded 
lat  certain  accommodation 
ill  be  for  the  exclusive  use  of 
le  medical  staff,  the  plans 
'hich  have  been  seen  do  not 
rovide  accommodation  on 
nything  like  the  scale  avail- 
ble  in  even  modest  purpose- 
uilt  postgraduate  medical 
ntres." 

Many  of  the  tutors  empha- 


sised at  the  meeting  the  value 
of  independent  catering  facili- 
ties in  the  centres  and  regretted 
the  absence  of  such  facilities 
in  recent  plans  to  emerge  from 
the  Department  of  Health. 

The  same  BMJ  carries  an 
editorial  entitled  "Hands  Off 
Postgraduate  Centres"  (Com- 
ment, p  805). 

UK  cosmetics 
exclusive 
for  Boots  ? 

Boots  Ltd  are  in  the  process 
of  completing  a  deal,  acquiring 
exclusive  rights  to  manufacture 
and  distribute  in  the  UK  Men- 
ley  &  James'  Love  Cosmetics. 

The  range,  according  to  the 
disclosure  in  the  latest  issue  of 
the  Sunday  Times,  was 
launched  in  America  in  1969 
and  has  achieved  great  success. 
This  was  attributed  partly  to 
a  combination  of  space  age 
packaging  and  names  like 
"Love's  Soft  Eyes"  and  "Love- 
sticks"  (lipsticks)  which  hold 
great  appeal  to  the  18  to  30 
target  age  group. 

When  asked  if  there  might 
be  a  possibility  for  Love  to 
follow  a  similar  pattern  to  that 
of  other  lines  which  began  as 
Boots'  own  brands  and  then 
went  into  general  distribution, 
a  spokesman  for  the  company 
told  C&D  there  is  no  intention 
of  this  occurring  as  the 
national  coverage  would  be 
adequate  with  the  June  1  total 
of  1,393  outlets. 

Figures  quoted  in  the  news- 
paper were  £3,850,000  worth  of 
sales  in  the  first  12  months, 
with  the  £38.5  million  turnover 
barrier  having  been  broken  by 
1971. 

This  move  follows  Boots' 
launch  of  the  French  skin  care 
range,  Vichy,  which  is  also 
being  distributed  solely  through 
the  group's  stores. 

Fewer  pharmacies 
and  pharmacists 

The  number  of  persons  in- 
cluded in  the  Register  of  the 
Pharmaceutical      Society  of 


Part  of  the  original  pharmacy  owned  by  Mr  John  Walker  who  in 
1827  invented  the  friction  match 


Great  Britain  fell  by  123  be- 
tween 1970  and  1971. 

According  to  the  registrar's 
report  for  1971,  the  total  was 
29,785,  of  whom  1,974  were 
fellows.  As  reported  by  C&D 
(January  22,  p  90)  the  number 
of  authorised  sellers  of  poisons 
fell  by  279,  reducing  the  total 
to  12,202. 

During  the  year,  proceedings 
were  instituted  under  the 
Pharmacy  Acts  in  34  cases — 
nine  against  pharmaceutical 
chemists,  13  against  unqualified 
persons,  six  against  corporate 
bodies  that  are  authorised 
sellers,  and  six  against  corpor- 
ate bodies  that  are  not  auth- 
orised sellers. 

Old  pharmacy 
saved  for  museum 

The  interior  of  a  19th  century 
chemist's  shop  originally  sited 
at  Finkle  Street,  Stockton-on- 
Tees,  has  been  reconstructed 
at  the  North  of  England  Open 
Air  Museum,  Beamish,  Stanley, 
County  Durham. 


At  present  the  reconstruction 
in  Beamish  Hall  is  serving  as 
a  sample  of  the  exhibits  which 
will  eventually  be  on  display. 
Other  items  on  view  are  in 
groupings  such  as  country  life, 
town  life  and  industrial  life. 

A  large  part  of  the  original 
pharmacy  building  (see  picture 
above)  is  available  and  will 
be  re-erected  on  the  200-acre 
site  within  the  next  five  years. 

Company  'yes' 
to  limitation 

As  C&D  went  to  press,  it  was 
reported  that  the  Company 
Chemists'  Association  has  put 
to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
Council  a  suggestion  incor- 
porating "a  limited  degree  of 
restriction  of  the  right  of  entry 
into  contract  to  dispense  NHS 
prescriptions  in  health  centre 
areas". 

The  Association  has,  how- 
ever, restated  its  objection  in 
principle  to  any  general  restric- 
tions which  might  affect  the 
opening  of  pharmacies. 


This  emergency  prescription  notice — a  PVC  "sticker" — is  being 
sent  to  all  chemist  contractors  in  England  and  Wales.  Pharma- 
cists in  Scotland  or  Northern  Ireland  may  obtain  the  notice 
free  by  sending  a  stamped  addressed  envelope  to  the  Central 
Contractors  Committee,  321  Chase  Road,  London  N14  6JN 


EMERGENCY  PRESCRIPTIONS 

INFORMATION  ABOUT  DISPENSING 
SERVICE  MAY  BE  OBTAINED  FROM 
THE  POLICE;  Telephone  i^BH^^B 
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NPU  adopts  three 
'principles'  of 
EEC  pharmacy 


Three  European  "principles" 
macy,  have  been  adopted  as 
ceutical  Union. 
They  are  the  principles  relating 
to: 

□  Responsibility — pharmacists 
to  have  complete  and  final 
control  at  all  stages  from 
manufacture  to  dispensing  of 
medicines. 

□  Monopoly — only  pharma- 
cists permitted  to  handle 
medicines. 

□  Geographical  distribution 
of  pharmacies. 

The  three  principles  are 
among  those  laid  down  in  the 
"White  Book  of  European 
Pharmacy"  ("Livre  Blanc"). 
But  the  NPU  Executive  has 
decided  to  keep  the  principles 
relating  to  training,  social 
security,  ethics  and  ownership 
"under  consideration." 

Delegation  report 

Discussion  of  the  principles 
arose  from  the  presentation  of 
a  report  of  the  visit  of  the 
NPU  delegation  to  four  coun- 
tries in  the  European  Econo- 
mic Community  during  April. 
The  visit  included  meetings 
with  Mr  J.  P.  de  Crayencour 
(head  of  liberal  professions 
division,  EEC  headquarters) 
and  Mr  J.  A.  Verreydt  (general 
secretary  of  the  EEC  pharma- 
ceutical group). 

It  was  agreed  that  there 
should  be  special  meetings  of 
the  Executive  Committee  to 
discuss  EEC  matters  during 
the  forthcoming  months.  There 
was  general  agreement  that 
because  of  the  importance  of 
the  remaining  principles,  par- 
ticularly that  concerning  own- 
ership, as  much  time  as  was 
needed  would  be  devoted  to 
full  discussion  of  all  the  fac- 
tors involved.  It  was  most 
important  that  the  final  deci- 
sions taken  were  the  correct 
ones  for  the  future. 

It  was  also  decided  that  fur- 
ther contact  would  be  estab- 
lished with  pharmaceutical 
organisations  in  the  enlarged 
Common  Market  area  and 
that  plans  would  be  laid  for 
a  conference  of  representatives 
of  these  organisations  early  in 
1973  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
changing view-points  and  of 
giving  the  representatives  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  at  first 
hand  the  scope  of  NPU  activi- 
ties  in   the  United  Kingdom. 


relating  to  the  practice  of  phar- 
policy  by  the  National  Pharma- 

Pharmacists 
and  industry 
honoured 

Mr  Allen  Aldington,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  Council,  receives  an 
OBE  in  the  Birthday  Honours 
list  published  on  June  3.  Mr 
Aldington  is  described  as 
vice-chairman,  Pharmaceutical 
Group,  Royal  Society  of 
Health,  though  he  currently 
holds  office  as  chairman. 

He  was  president  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  1967- 
68  and  operates  three  pharma- 
cies in  North  London,  having 
recently  "retired"  from  his 
fourth  pharmacy  in  Seven 
Sisters  Road. 

An  MBE  has  been  awarded 
to  Mr  George  R.  Milne,  MPS, 
deputy  regional  director,  Glas- 
gow and  West  of  Scotland 
Blood  Transfusion  Service. 

For  his  "services  to  export" 
Mr  J.  M.  Kirkness  RD,  export 
and  veterinary  services  man- 
ager. Association  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Industry,  re- 
ceives an  MBE,  as  does  Mr 
E.  B.  Seymour,  export  man- 
ager, Beatson  Clark  &  Co  Ltd. 

Mr  Kirkness  has  been  with 
the  ABPI  for  22  years.  He 
first  joined  the  pharmaceutical 
industry  in  1936  as  secretary 
to  the  director  of  research  at 
Wellcome  Research  Laborato- 
ries and  returned  to  the  Well- 
come Foundation  after  the  war 


Mr  Peter  Thomson  (left)  Scottish  area  manager  of  Burroughs 
Wellcome  and  Co,  and  Mr  Eric  H.  Hartley,  area  manager  for, 
Wales,  the  Midlands  and  South  Western  Counties,  retired  at  the 
end  of  May  after  34  and  26  years  respectively.  They  are  seen 
here  with  their  wives  at  a  reception  to  mark  their  retirements 


Mr  J.  M.  Kirkness 

as  Budgetary  Control  Officer. 

In  the  overseas  list,  an  MBE 
goes  to  Mr  A.  G.  Davis  JP, 
Rosanna,  State  of  Victoria, 
Australia,  "for  services  to 
pharmacy  and  the  community." 


European 
standards 
from  July  1 

By  the  Medicines  Act  1968 
(Commencement  No  1)  Order 
1972,  bringing  into  operation 
Section  65  of  the  Act,  provides 
that  where  a  medicinal  product 
or  an  ingredient  is  asked  for 
by  a  name  at  the  head  of  a 
monograph  in  one  of  the 
recognised  compendia  of  phar- 
maceutical standards,  the 
standard  in  the  relevant  mono- 
graph shall  be  applicable,  even 
though  the  publication  itself  is 
not  specifically  referred  to  by 
name.  This  test  is  to  be  used  in 
judging  whether  the  product 
or  ingredient  is  of  the  nature 
or  quality  requested  by  the 
purchaser  or  the  prescribing 
practitioner.  The  recognised 
compendia  of  pharmaceutical 
standards  immediately  involved 
are  the  British  Pharmacopoeia, 
the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Codex  and  the  British  Veter- 
inary Codex. 

Gazette  notices 

When  the  section  is  in  force 
it  is  intended  to  publish  a 
notice  under  sub-section  7  in 
the  London,  Edinburgh  and 
Belfast  Gazettes  declaring  that 
as  from  July  1,  1972  the  mono- 
graphs in  volume  1  of  the 
European  Pharmacopoeia  pre- 
pared by  the  European  Com- 
mission and  published  under 
the  direction  of  the  Council  of 
Europe  (Partial  Agreement) 
shall  become  official  standards 
in  the  United  Kingdom. 

This  declaration  will  fulfil 
an  obligation  under  the  Euro- 
pean Pharmacopoeia  Conven- 
tion, which  was  signed  by  the 
United  Kingdom,  the  six  coun- 


tries of  the  EEC  and  Switzer- 
land in  1964  and  subsequently 
ratified 

From  the  declared  date  the 
European  Pharmacopoeia 
monographs  will  replace  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  mono- 
graphs as  the  primary  reference 
under  the  Medicines  Act  for 
Standards  for  medicinal  pro- 
ducts or  ingredients  where  the 
publication  in  which  the 
standard  is  included  is  not 
specified. 

FDA  to  have 
new  division 

Sources  are  predicting  a  signi- 
ficant impact  on  pharmaceutical 
manufacturers  making  certain 
products  such  as  vaccines  and 
on  the  public's  use  of  such 
products  following  an  American 
administrative  change  recently 
announced. 

The  authority  which  conducts 
research  on,  tests  and  regulates 
the  use  of  biological  materials 
such  as  vaccines  in  America,  the 
Division  of  Biologies  Standards, 
presently  part  of  the  National 
Institutes  of  Health  will  be 
transferred  to  the  US  Food 
and  Drug  Administration  with 
effect  from  July  1. 

On  the  list  of  products  at 
present  licensed  with  the  agency 
are  32  vaccines,  mixed  bacterial 
agents,  which  are  not  generally 
considered  effective.  Marketing 
problems  are  anticipated  with 
those  vaccines. 

Another  group  of  products 
expected  to  be  investigated  are 
desensitising  agents  for  allergies. 
The  licensed  manufacturers  are 
likely  to  be  called  on  by  the 
FDA  to  obtain  proof  of  effec- 
tiveness, which  possibly  could  | 
present  difficulties. 
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COMPANY 
NEWS 

Export  drive  in 
EEC  countries 

Pharmaceutical  Projects  Ltd 
will  be  mounting  a  "personal- 
ised" export  drive  in  the 
Common  Market  beginning 
September  15.  Several  manu- 
facturers will  be  taking  part. 

The  intention  is  to  meet 
prospective  licencees  and  distri- 
butors in  their  own  country 
with  a  view  to  assessing  their 
capabilities  and  willingness  to 
co-operate. 

A  special  van  will  display 
samples  and  display  material 
and  is  also  fitted  out  as  a 
mobile  office.  Companies  in- 
terested in  taking  part  in  the 
project  should  contact  Phar- 
maceutical Projects  at  East- 
horpe  House,  Loughborough 
Road,  Ruddington,  Notting- 
ham NG11  6LW. 

Expansion 
in  India 

For  the  first  time  since  it  was 
set  up  in  1961,  the  state-owned 
Indian  Drugs  and  Pharmaceu- 
ticals Ltd,  is  expected  to  show 
a  gross  profit  of  Rs.16  million 
for  1971-72. 

The  antibiotics  factory  at 
Rishikesh  stepped  up  its  pro- 
duction by  45,000  milliards  of 
antibiotics  to  117,000  milliards 
in     1971-72.    The  synthetics 

Sir  Alan  Wilson  (right)  chairman  of  Glaxo  Group  Ltd  receives 
■he  Queen's  Award  Grant  of  Appointment  from  Field  Marshal 
Sir  Gerald  Templer  HM  Lieutenant  of  Greater  London.  This  is 
the  sixth  successive  Queen's  Award  to  Industry  for  export 
achievement  pained  by  Glaxo 


drugs  plant  at  Hyderabad 
stepped  up  its  production  by 
60  per  cent  in  1971-72  to  1,039 
metric  tons. 

The  expansion  programmes 
currently  under  implementation 
by  the  IDPL  are  the  stepping 
up  of  production  of  the  syn- 
thetic drugs  plant  at  Hydera- 
bad and  the  stabilisation  and 
improvement  of  production  at 
the  antibiotics  plant  at  Rishi- 
kesh. 

The  Rishikesh  plant  is  also 
increasing  production  of  phen- 
acetin,  sulphanilamide,  analgin, 
etc,  with  a  view  to  obtaining 
lower  costs  while  the  Hydera- 
bad plant  is  to  produce  new 
drugs  including  paracetamol. 

Weston  raise 
dividend 

Weston  Pharmaceuticals  are 
raising  their  dividend  total 
from  2-4p  to  2-6p  despite  profit 
growth  having  slipped  from 
40  per  cent  at  half  time  to  25 
per  cent  over  the  full  period  to 
February  29.  Pre-tax  total  was 
increased  from  £394,000  to 
£495,000  and  the  attributable 
figure  from  £256,000  to 
£312,000. 

Cahill  chairman 
'confident' 

The  chairman  of  P.  C.  Cahill 
and  Co  reports  that  if  present 
trends  continue,  he  is  confident 
that  next  year's  profit  should 
well  exceed  that  of  the  period 
under  review.  For  the  period 
to  January  31,  1972,  the  fixed 
assets  were  £862,116  (£781.955) 
and  the  net  current  assets 
£723,832  (£699,449). 


7QC0MMERCIA1S 

will  project  the  humorous  'hoarse' 
theme  and  will  reach  millions 
regularly  throughout  the  summer  months. 


PROMOTIONAL 
DISCOUNTS 

i  Available  from  your 
!  Wholesaler  or  in  case 
'of  difficulty  'phone  th< 
order  department, 
Bolton,  to  ensure 
immediate  delivery. 


Roberts 

Laboratories  Limited 


Burnden  Road,  Bolton, 
Lancashire  BL3  2RB 
Telephone:  Bolton  32631 
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Topical  reflections 
by  Xrayser 


/  "\ 


Professor    Maurice  Partridge, 

head  of  the  Department  of 
Pharmacy  at  Nottingham  Uni- 
versity, has  had  his  appoint- 
ment to  deputy  Vice-Chancellor 
for  three  years  from  September 
1  confirmed  by  the  University 
Council.  He  succeeds  Professor 
J.  D.  Ivins. 

Mr  William  D.  Massey,  over- 
seas development  and  sales 
director,  Ayrton  Saunders  & 
Co  Ltd,  Liverpool,  has  been 
chosen  to  lead  a  three  weeks' 
trade  mission  to  Jamaica, 
Puerto  Rico  and  Trinidad  in 
September,  being  organised  by 
Merseyside  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce and  Industry. 

The  Chamber  says  it  is  con- 
vinced of  the  opportunities 
offered  by  the  Caribbean  coun- 
tries for  British  exports. 

Mr  Massey  joined  Ayrton 
Saunders  &  Co  Ltd,  in  1961  as 
overseas  sales  manager,  becom- 
ing a  director  of  the  company 
in  1969.  He  has  travelled  ex- 
tensively throughout  the  world, 
and  has  taken  part  in  previous 
trade  missions. 

A  government  subsidy  of 
£175  will  be  available  to  each 
participant  in  the  mission, 
latest  of  a  series,  which  has 
taken  in  Nigeria,  Middle  East, 
Far  East  and  South  Africa. 

Mr  L.  C.  Muzzall,  representa- 
tive of  Smith  Kendon  Ltd  for 
south  and  west  England,  was 
recently  presented  with  the 
salesman's  award  sword  by  the 
chairman,  Mr  D.  A.  L.  Smith. 
The  sword  is  presented  an- 
nually to  the  salesman  who 
shows  the  highest  percentage 
increase  over  target. 

Reporting  on  an  unofficial  visit 
made  earlier  in  the  year  Dr 
T.  D.  Whittet,  chief  pharmacist 
Department  of  Health,  said  that 
he  went  to  Singapore,  Australia, 
Bangkok  and  Kuala  Lumpur. 

He  was  able  to  see  a  number 
of  government  departments, 
universities,  pharmaceutical 
companies  and  hospitals. 

Dr  Whittet  attended  the  first 
Commonwealth  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  and  toured  the 
Australian  Biological  Standards 
Laboratory.  Another  journey 
was  to  the  Malaysian  Pharma- 
ceutical Manufacturing  Co. 

Deaths 

Pickering:  Recently,  in  Portu- 
gal, Mr  Herbert  Pickering, 
aged  62.  Mr  Pickering  quali- 
fied as  a  pharmacist  in  1932 


and  was  a  representative  for 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co  in 
the  North  Wales  area  from 
1946  to  1958.  He  began  the 
company's  Portuguese  branch 
in  1969  and  managed  it  until 
his  retirement  in  1971. 
Allister:  On  May  23,  Miss 
Margaret  Allister,  MPS,  44 
Netherly  Road,  Edinburgh  EH5 
3LX.  Miss  Allister  qualified  in 
1922. 


Johnsons  of  Hendon  Ltd  have 
appointed  Mr  Alan  Price  as 
general  sales  manager.  He  was 
previously  marketing  manager 
of  Rank  Photographic. 
Kimberly-Clark  Ltd  have  ap- 
pointed four  additional  direc- 
tors to  the  Board.  They  are 
Mr  James  S.  S.  Hollins,  general 
manager  consumer  division; 
Mr  Peter  J.  Kimbell,  general 
manager  industrial  and  export 
division;  Mr  Meredith  O.  Nel- 
son, operations  manager;  and 
Mr  Thomas  F.  Godfrey- 
Faussett,  company  personnel 
manager. 

International  Chemical  Co  Ltd: 

Mr  Martin  Cook  has  been 
appointed  product  manager 
proprietary  medicines. 

Syntex    Pharmaceuticals  Ltd 

have  appointed  Mr  Ian  Ross 
as  deputy  UK  sales  manager 
(ethical  division)  with  direct 
responsibility  for  the  southern 
region.  Mr  Tony  Rawlinson 
has  succeeded  Mr  Ross  as 
northern  regional  sales  man- 
ager and  Mr  Les  Fifield,  form- 
erly southern  regional  sales 
manager  becomes  training 
manager  to  both  ethical  and 
consumer  divisions. 
Rockware  Glass  Ltd:  David 
M.  G.  Bailey  is  to  become 
managing  director  as  from 
July  1.  He  joined  the  group  in 
1960  and  was  latterly  assistant 
managing  director  (glass)  of 
Rockware  Group  Ltd  which 
position  is  to  be  filled  by  Mr 
Norman  A.  Nichols. 


□  The  old  established  phar- 
macy business  in  Loch  Street, 
Whitehills  Village,  Banffshire, 
carried  on  for  the  past  43  years 
by  Mr  Charles  Kellas  has  been 
sold  to  a  non-qualified  buyer, 
who  will  continue  with  drug 
store  merchandise.  Buyers  are 
Mr  and  Mrs  George  Dunbar  of 
Dundee.  Alternative  arrange- 
ments for  dispensing  are  to  be 
worked  out  by  the  local 
Pharmaceutical  Committee. 


Perfume 


The  informative  article  dealing  with  the  history  of  perfumes 
is  of  great  value  and  coming  from  the  pen  of  one  described 
as  chief  perfumer,  it  may  be  regarded  as  authoritative.  Mr 
D.  J.  W.  Clark  makes  reference  to  the  significance  of  perfume 
in  the  religious  burning  of  incense,  which  invoked  a  feeling 
of  ecstasy  within  the  participants,  evil  spirits  being  repelled 
by  pleasant  odours  whilst  offensive  smells  attracted  the  devil. 

There  was  also,  I  have  read,  the  need  for  covering  the 
odours  of  the  rite  of  the  sacrificial  killing  and  burning  of 
animals,  and  it  has  been  said  that  that  was,  in  fact,  the 
origin  of  incense  burning.  That  could  very  well  come  to  be 
regarded  as  banishing  evil  spirits,  and  by  so  doing  invoke 
the  feeling  of  ecstasy  to  which  the  author  refers. 

The  illustration  of  the  author  "composing"  his  perfumes 
provides  a  very  different  setting  from  that  in  which  I,  in 
earlier  days,  made  lavender  water  and  eau-de-Cologne.  Both 
preparations  contained  a  large  number  of  ingredients  match- 
ing in  variety  some  of  the  preparations  of  the  theriaca  of 
earlier  times.  So  far  as  I  am  able  to  recall,  only  one  of  the 
ingredients  was  a  synthetic  called  Neroletol — a  substitute  for 
oil  of  neroli  which  may,  at  the  time,  have  been  unobtainable. 

There  were  still  war-time  shortages  from  the  conflict  of 
1914-18.  But  there  were  many  fragrant  oils  in  stock,  and 
their  replacement  called  for  a  session  of  sampling  by  gentle 
inhalation.  The  high  priest  who  produced  the  oils  from  the 
dark  interior  of  a  capacious  bag  was  suitably  attired  in  top- 
hat  and  tailcoat  and  he  conveyed  an  atmosphere  of  mystery 
and  reverence  which  disclosed  that  he  was  in  the  direct 
line  of  descent  from  the  doctor-priests. 

But  those  days  for  the  pharmacist  are  over,  leaving  a 
fragrant  memory  only  less  ephemeral  than  the  fragrances 
left  behind  when  the  high  priest  took  his  departure. 

Please  note 

A  letter  from  a  large  manufacturer  announces — "please  note" 
is  what  it  says — that  a  brand  of  hypnotic  tablets  would 
become  available  eight  days  from  receipt  of  the  letter.  I  am 
invited  to  return  stock  holdings  of  present  packs  to  my 
wholesaler,  who  has  been  authorised  to  issue  full  credit  for 
unused  packs  and  50  per  cent  credit  for  broken  packs.  The 
letter  goes  on  to  say  that  the  new  film-coated  purple  coloured 
oval  tablet  will  be  introduced  to  doctors  commencing  May  30 
and  the  effort  will  be  supported  by  advertising  and  direct 
mailing,  "as  a  result  of  which  doctors  will  anticipate  that  all 
prescriptions  issued  [will]  be  met  by  the  new  presentation." 
The  tone  of  the  letter  seems  to  me  to  be  a  little  high-handed, 
considering  that  I  only  recently  opened  a  new  large  packr 
the  balance  of  which  is  now  worth  only  half  of  what  I  paid 
for  it.  When  the  representative  pays  his  next  call,  he  must 
not  be  surprised  if  his  eagle  eye  fails  to  alight  on  any  counter 
display  of  his  firm's  other  products. 

1916 

The  article  on  p  782  by  your  ever-welcome  contributor,  Mr 
E.  H.  Shields,  is  certainly  one  for  memories.  The  photograph 
of  the  students  depicts  the  change  in  appearance  of  students 
over  the  years.  Had  I  not  read  Mr  Shields  words,  I  should 
have  taken  the  illustration  as  depicting  an  outing  of  sea- 
captains  and  their  wives— but  it  is  wrong  to  jump  to  con- 
clusions without  a  careful  reading  of  the  typescript. 
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meet 

your  open  prescriptions 

for 

METHYLDOPA 

with  Dopamet* 


DOPAMET,  250mg.  yellow  film-coated 
tablets,  in  containers  of  250  and  1,000. 


Ask  your  BERK  Representative  about 
our  very  competitive  prices  and  parcel 
discount  terms  or  write  for  further 
information. 


BERK  PHARMACEUTICALS  LIMITED 
GODALMING  &  SHALFORD,  SURREY 

Telephone  Godalming  4191 


rade  Mark 
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PRODUCT 


Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Cachet  in  the  UK 

The  Prince  Matchabelli  fragrance,  Cachet, 
is  being  introduced  into  the  UK  on  a 
franchise  basis  to  selected  chemists  and 
department  stores  in  September. 

It  is  described  as  a  combination  of 
sophisticated  green  notes  with  floral  under- 
tones and  is  joined  by  the  smoothness  of 
jasmin. 

The  range  comprises  perfume  in  ioz 
(£3-60),  |oz  (£5-60)  and  loz  (£9-60)  bottles; 
purse  perfume  (£1-25),  perfume  spray  mist 
in  loz  (£1-05)  and  l-9oz  (£1-70);  creme 
perfume  (£1-50),  Cologne  in  loz  (£0-95), 
2oz  (£1-50)  and  4oz  (£2-20),  dusting  pow- 
der (£1-70)  and  shaker  talc  (£0-85)  (Prince 
Matchabelli.  Victoria  Road,  London 
NW10). 

Bath  additive  on  test 
Aquasil,  said  to  be  the  first  bath  additive 
on  the  British  market  to  provide  an  effec- 
tive deodorant  for  the  user,  is  being  test 
marketed  in  the  Southern  Television  area. 

The  liquid  product,  presented  in  sachets 
(£0-09)  and  180cc  bottles  (£0  75)  is  to  be 
marketed  as  a  "completely  new  kind  of 
luxury  bath  that  keeps  the  whole  body 
sweet  and  fresh  long  after  bathing"  and  is 
suported  by  a  campaign  equivalent  to  a 
national  expenditure  of  over  £100,000, 
including  television  and  cinema  advertis- 
ing and  door-to-door  distribution  of  lOp 
off  coupons  redeemable  against  a  full- 
size  bottle  (Ciba-Geigy  (UK)  Ltd,  con- 
sumer products  division,  Simonsway, 
Manchester  M22  5XB). 

New  from  Faberge 

Fleurs  du  Monde  is  a  new  floral  bouquet 
perfume  from  Faberge.  The  top  note  sug- 
gests roses  and  jasmin,  accompanied  by 
lavender  and  lilac  overtones;  the  middle 
note  gives  an  impression  of  jasmin,  to- 
gether with  floral  overtones  of  Ylang 
Ylang;  and  the  lower  note  has  a  woody 
and  mossy  fragrance.  The  perfume  is  in 
loz  (£14),  |oz  (£9-50)  and  |oz  (£6)  packs, 
the  cartons  decorated  with  a  bouquet  of 
flowers  in  a  green  vase.  Similarly  packed 
are  the  other  items  in  the  range:  parfum 
de  toilette,  4oz  (£5),  2oz  (£3)  and  also 
in   aerosol,   3-5oz   (£5)  and    L85oz  (£3); 


predre  pour  le  corps,  lOoz  (£6-50)  and 
soap,  three  tablets,  315g  (£2  25). 

Faberge  has  acquired  the  rights  to  sell 
Zizanie  preparations  in  the  United  King- 
dom. The  range  has  been  extended  to 
meet  all  a  man's  requirements.  The  per- 
fume is  a  heady,  modern-type,  woody 
fragrance  with  a  hint  of  citrus  and 
leather.  The  range  comprises:  eau  de 
toilette  (sprinkler),  2oz  (£250),  4oz  (£4), 
8oz  (£6)  and  16oz  (£10).  There  are  three 
packs  of  eau  de  toilette  (spray),  2oz 
(£2-50),  4oz  (£4)  and  8oz  (£6). 

Apres  shave  comes  in  2oz  (£2)  and  4oz 
(£3).  The  range  is  completed  with  talc. 
4oz    (£125),    aerosol    creme    shave,  5oz 


(£1-50),  aerosol  anti-perspirant,  5oz  (£L50) 
hair  spray,  5oz  (£1-50)  and  soap,  6oz  (£1) 
(Faberge  Inc,  Ridgeway,  Iver,  Bucks). 

Bath-time  Tweed 

Lentheric  have  introduced  Tweed  foaming 
bath  oil  (£1-20)  as  a  replacement  for 
bath  foam.  It  is  presented  in  a  lOOcc 
container  and  is  described  as  an  emollient 
bath  additive  which  turns  the  water 
blue  and  after  use  makes  the  skin  feel 
clean  and  soft  (Lentheric  Morny  Ltd,  17 
Old  Bond  Street,  London  W1X  4 AY) 


PRESCRIPTION 
SPECIALITIES 


HEMINEVRIN  syrup 

Manufacturer  Astra  Chemicals  Ltd,  PO  Box 
117,  King  George's  Avenue,  Watford,  Herts 
Description  Syrup  containing  in  lOOmls  chlor- 
methiazole  edisylate  5g 

Indications  Anxiolytic  for  night  and  daytime 
sedation 

Dosage  Night  sedation :    lOmls  on  retiring. 
Daytime  sedation  :  5mls  three  times  daily 
Precautions  Known  to  potentiate  the  pheno- 
thiazines   and   haloperidol.  Effect   with  bar- 
biturates and  alcohol  is  additive 
Side  effects  A  tingling  sensation  in  the  nose 
and  sneezing  may  occur  some  5-10  minutes 
after  administration.  Conjunctival  irritation 
and  increase  in  bronchial  secretions  have  also 
been  noted  in  some  cases 
Storage  Cool  at  15°C 

Packs  Of  lOOmls  (£0-60  trade),  500mls  (£2-50) 
Supply  restrictions  PI,  S4B 
Issued  July  3,  1972 

SPRILON  spray 

Manufacturer     Pharmacia     (GB)     Ltd,  75 
Uxbridge  Road,  Ealing,  London,  W5  5SS 
Distributor    Farillon    Ltd,    Chesham  Close, 
Romford,  Essex 

Description  Aerosol  cannister  containing  in 
each  200g  of  spray  dimethicone  1.2g 
(dimethicone  350  73  per  cent,  dimethicone 
200  27  per  cent),  zinc  oxide  14.4g,  base  to 
60g  (wool  fat,  wool  alcohols,  cetyl  alcohol, 
dextran,  liquid  paraffin  and  water).  Propel- 
lents to  200g  (dichlorodifluorimethane  and 
dichlorotet  rafluoroethane) 


Indications  Protection  of  the  skin  from  faeces 
and  urine ;  as  prophylactic  against  pressure 
sores ;  treatment  of  eczema,  leg  ulcers  and 
spontaneous  fissures 

Contraindications  Known  lanolin  sensitivity 
Method  of  use  Spray  area  from  a  distance 
of  20  cms  for  2-3  seconds.  The  zinc  oxide 
content  clearly  indicates  the  treated  area. 
Notes  The  spray  forms  a  thin  durable  film 
which  has  healing  and  water  repellent  pro- 
perties. It  does  not  stop  normal  perspiration 
and  transepidermal  water  loss 
Precautions  Protect  the  eyes  from  the  spray 
Pack  200g  aerosol  (£0-70  trade) 
Issued  June  12,  1972 

HOUSE  DUST  MITE  vaccine 

Manufacturer  Bencard,  Great  West  Road, 
Brentford,  Middlesex 

Description  Prick  test :  2ml  vials  at  a  con- 
centration of  1  per  cent.  Vaccine :  With  a 
maximum  concentration  of  allergen  of  0-1 
per  cent  in  the  normal  strength  Number  3 
vial.  Proportions  per  cent  indicate  the  weight 
of  mite  material  in  grams  per  lOOmls  of 
extracting  fluid 

Indications  Treatment  and  diagnosis  ofi 
house  dust  asthma  and  other  allergic  condi- 
tions caused  by  sensitivity  to  House  Dust 
Mite 

Notes  The  extract  is  prepared  from  mite 
bodies  and  excreta,  Dermatophagoides  ptero- 
nyssinus  which  are  free  from  extraneous 
culture  medium 

Packs  2ml  prick  test  (£2  trade),  basic  course 
of  specific  desensitising  vaccines  (£10),  vial 
Number  3  (£7-90) 
Issued  June  1972 


Correction 

The  ingredients  of  Tri-Adcortyl  Otic 
ointment  are  in  Plastibase  (a  polyethylene 
and  liquid  petrolatum  base)  and  not  a& 
mentioned  in  our  June  3  issue. 
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Transfers  with  Camberwick  Green 

In  the  latest  promotion  for  Camberwick 
Green  children's  toothpaste,  each  pack 
contains  a  free  Letraset  transfer  set.  There 
are  five  different  sets  which  can  be  col- 
lected, and  these,  when  placed  together 
make  a  2ft  "mural."  The  different  scenes 
are  freely  assorted  throughout  each  one 
dozen  pack. 

This  consumer  offer  is  now  being  sold 
to  stockists  in  conjunction  with  a  Pippin 
Fort  counter  merchandiser.  Associated  with 
this  offer  is  a  trade  bonus,  details  of 
which  are  available  from  salesmen  (Wright 
Layman  &  Umney  Ltd,  A  member  of  the 
Sanitas  group  of  companies,  43  Clapham 
Road  London  SW9). 

Alka-Seltzer's  fuzz 

A  new  commercial  has  been  launched  for 
Alka-Seltzer,  based  on  the  "fuzz"  theme, 
which  is  said  to  have  been  firmly  estab- 
lished in  the  consumer's  mind  by  the 
cartoon  series.  The  film  ends  with  "Alka- 
Seltzer  forget  the  Fuzz". 

The  product  is  also  the  subject  of  a 
series  of  four  national  posters,  designed 
for  the  kitchen,  which  show  a  roast  beef 
for  England,  a  pheasant  for  Scotland,  a 
salmon  for  Ireland  and  a  boar's  head  for 
Wales  (Miles  Laboratories  Ltd,  Stoke 
Court,  Stoke  Poges,  Bucks). 

US  on  Luxembourg 

US  herbal  bath,  aimed  at  both  sexes  in 
the  youner  age  groups,  is  being  adver- 
tised extensively  on  Radio  Luxembourg 
until  the  middle  of  August  (Johnson  Wax 
Ltd,  Frimley  Green,  Camberley,  Surrey). 

Fam-lax  advertising 

Over  52  advertisements  are  planned  to 
appear  for  Fam-lax  in  the  Daily  Express, 
Daily  Mail,  Daily  Minor  and  the  Sun, 
reaching  a  circulation  of  over  156  million. 
There  are  also  125  advertisements 
scheduled  for  provincial  papers  and  new 
display  outers  for  both  tubes  and  tins 
are  available  (Roberts  Laboratories  Ltd, 
Burnden  Road,  Bolton,  Lancashire 
BL3  2RB). 

Femfresh  offer 

Femfresh  is  currently  being  boosted  to  the 
consumer  with  a  "buy  two,  get  one  free" 
offer,  which  applies  to  all  sizes  of  packs. 
Leaflets  are  available  at  point  of  sale 


explaining  that  in  exchange  for  the  round 
plastic  tops  of  the  two  caps  and  the  cut- 
out from  the  leaflet,  she  will  receive  a 
coupon  worth  up  to  £0-28,  redeemable 
against  her  following  purchase  of  the 
deodorant.  The  offer  closes  on  September 
30  (Crookes  Anestan  Ltd,  1  Thane  Road 
West,  Nottingham). 

Thermos  summer  special 

Thermos  are  offering  a  summertime 
special,  consisting  of  three  18Q  and  seven 
18  flasks  plus  one  18  flask  free.  In  addi- 
tion, display  material  is  available,  includ- 
ing a  double  crowner  for  both  models 
and  a  window  sticker,  measuring  7in  X 
20in.  The  retailer  is  being  given  the  free- 
dom to  choose  the  length  of  the  promo- 
tion and  the  selling  price  (Thermos  Ltd, 
Ongar  Road,  Brentwood,  Essex). 

Baby  feeding  guide 

From  Cradle  Days  to  Family  Meals,  the 
baby  feeding  guide,  has  been  revised  and 
expanded  to  contain  80  pages  and  cover 
both  the  Cow  &  Gate  and  Trufood  ranges 
of  baby  food,  totalling  over  100  products. 

The  booklet  includes  many  recipes 
apppropriate  to  the  different  stages  between 
birth  and  three  years  of  age  and  empha- 
sises the  chemist  as  the  reader's  source  of 
supply  for  the  baby  food. 


Ln  =  London;  M  =  Midland;  Lc  =  Lancashire 
Y  =  Yorkshire;  Sc  =  Scotland;  WW  =  Walet 
and  West;  So  =  South;  NE  =  North-east;  A  = 
Anglia;  U  =  Ulster;  We  =  Westward;  B  = 
Border;  G  =  Grampian;  E  =  Eireann;  CI  = 
Channel  Islands. 

Adorn:  All  except  E 

Alka-Seltzer:  All  areas 

Anadin:  All  except  Sc,  G,  E 

Anne  French  cleansing  milk:  Ln 

Anne  French  cream  cleanser:  M 

Aquasil:  So 

Bisodol:  Ln 

Close-up:  All  except  E 

Cutex  colour  schemers:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  Y,  Sc 

Efferdent:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  Y,  Sc,  WW,  So,  NE 

Elastoplast:  All  except  U,  E 

Elnett  Satin:  All  except  E,  CI 

Erasmic:  Ln,  Lc,  Y,  So,  NE,  A 

Fresh  &  Dry  Alpine:  Y,  WW 

Fresh   &   Dry  with   natural   herbs:  All 

except  E,  CI 

Harmony  protein  plus:  All  except  E 
Immac:  All  except  Y,  NE,  E 
Light  powder  Arrid  extra  dry:  All  except 
U,  E 

Mum:  All  except  E,  CI 

Polaroid  sunglasses:  All  areas 

Polaroid   super   swinger   cameras:  All 

areas 

Q-tips  cotton  swabs:  Y 

Rennies:  All  except  U,  E 

Right  Guard:  All  except  E 

SR:  All  except  E 

Sunsilk  shampoo:  All  except  E 

Sure:  All  except  E 

Tempo:  All  except  E 

US  anti-perspirant:  All  except  U,  E 

Vapona:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  Y,  Sc,  WW,  So,  NE, 

A,  B 

Vapona  Spirelle:  So 

Wilkinson  Sword  blades:  All  except  E 

Yardley  mini  sprays:  All  except  E 


Special  range 
for  counter 
prescribing 

"Of  national  importance" — that's  how 
Roberts  Laboratories  see  the  retail  phar- 
macist's role  in  the  community,  and  why 
the  company  has  decided  to  launoh  its 
new  counter  prescribing  service,  advertised 
in  C&D  last  week. 

While  Roberts'  range  of  "chemist  only" 
pharmaceutical  products  has  been  avail- 
able since  luly  1971,  the  decision  has 
only  recently  been  taken  to  promote  the 
products  nationally  in  a  way  in  which 
they  could  provide  the  most  benefit  to 
patients,  pharmacists  and  the  Health 
Service. 

The  company  believe  that  recent  reports 
have  clearly  pointed  out  the  need  for  the 
development  of  counter  prescribing, 
among  them: 

□  The  Health  Services  are  overburdened 
resulting  in  overcrowded  surgeries,  frus- 
trated patients  and  a  monopoly  of  a 
considerable  amount  of  doctors'  time  for 
the  treatment  of  minor  ailments,  that  can 
adequately  be  treated  by  the  pharmacist. 

□  The  increasing  number  of  health 
centres  is  creating  a  situation  that  makes 
the  retail  pharmacies  more  vulnerable. 
Specialities  exclusive  to  the  pharmacists 
can  reduce  this  vulnerability. 

□  An  article  in  the  Practitioner  1968 
showed  that  during  a  two-day  period, 
21,000  customers  had  been  served  at  the 
medicine  counters  of  a  sample  of  20 
pharmacies  and,  of  those,  600  had  speci- 
fically asked  for  advice  on  the  treatment 
of  various  complaints. 

The  new  products  will  be  available  in 
a  compact,  comprehensive  display  unit 
which  enables  the  pharmacist  to  stock  the 
total  range  in  realistic  quantities  at  a 
minimum  investment,  whilst  the  efficacy 
of  each  product  is  being  established  by 
patients. 

The  range,  with  active  ingredients,  com- 
prises Pliafax  laxative  syrup  and  tablets 
(oxyphenisatin  diacetate);  Antagal  antacid 
tablets  and  suspension  (calcium  and  mag- 
nesium carbonates);  Alquinax  anti-diar- 
rhoel  tablets  and  suspension  (5,  7-dichlor- 
8-hydroxyquinoline);  Themic  throat  and 
mouth  lozenges  (benzalkonium  chloride) 
and  Themic  cough  syrup  (codeine  phos- 
phate, ephedrine  hydrochloride  and  guia- 
phenesin). 

Details  of  the  concept  and  of  each 
product  will  be  provided  in  compre- 
hensive literature  which  will  be  mailed 
to  pharmacists  in  the  UK.  A  comprehen- 
sive technical  and  product  information 
service  will  be  available  at  meetings  held 
by  trained  representatives. 

"Counter  recommendation  is  indeed  a 
rule  to  be  developed  to  the  benefit  of  the 
patient,  the  pharmacist  and  the  Health 
Service,"  say  Roberts  Laboratories.  "Our 
range,  introduced  in  this  way,  provides  the 
pharmacist  with  products  which  he  can 
purchase  in  realistic  quantities,  and  in 
which  he  can  have  every  confidence  to 
develop  this  role  to  the  full." 
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Price  'war'  on 
diazepam  ? 

Berk  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Station  Road, 
Shalford,  Surrey,  have  marked  their  new 
Atensine  tablets  (last  week,  p  771)  down 
as  follows:  2mg  (250)  £1-12,  (1,000)  £4-31; 
5mg  (250)  £1-66,  (1,000)  £6-39  (trade 
prices). 

The  new  prices  were  received  too  late 
for  inclusion  in  this  week's  Price  Service 
Supplement. 

Hexachlorophane — Cuticura  exchanges 

Cuticura  Laboratories  Ltd,  Clivemont 
Road,  Cordwallis  Trading  Estate,  Maiden- 
head, Berks,  are  closing  their  offer  to 
exchange  hexachlorophane  formulation 
Cuticura  soap  and  talcum  on  June  16. 

It  is  stressed  that  hexachlorophane  for- 
mulation Cuticura  soap  and  talcum  will 
continue  to  be  available  for  hospital  use 
and  for  customers  who  have  specifically 
indicated  a  need  for  this  formulation. 

Vidor  Vi-Paks 

Crompton  Parkinson  Ltd,  50  Marefair, 
Northampton  NN1  1NY,  have  introduced 
a  range  of  battery  multi-packs  called  Vidor 
Vi-Paks,  which  encompass  the  three  most 
popular  sizes  of  the  brand's  round-cell 
SP  and  HP.  The  packs,  made  of  trans- 
parent cellulose  film/polythene  laminate, 
are  recommended  for  self-service  merchan- 
dising either  from  standard  units  or  for 
dispensing  from  single  and  U-shaped  pegs 
with  the  slot  at  one  end  of  the  pack. 


i 


The  merchandising  unit  for  Carter-Wal- 
lace's new  antiperspirant,  light  powder 
Arrid  extra  dry,  which  is  currently  on 
bonus  offer 


Yardley's  ovoid  design 

Yardley  of  London  Ltd,  33  Old  Bond 
Street,  London,  Wl,  are  to  extend  their 
new  packaging  to  their  entire  range 
gradually  over  the  next  year. 

The  smokey  grey,  ovoid  design,  des- 
cribed as  "spacial"  and  "jewel-like",  first 
appeared  with  the  introduction  of  Soul 
Shimmer  lipsticks,  and  is  completed  by 
gold  lettering  and  new  outers  in  coffee, 
cream  and  grey. 

Combined  tissue  packs 

Imperial  Chemicals  Industries  Ltd,  phar- 
maceutical division,  Alderley  Park, 
Macclesfield,  Cheshire,  have  launched 
Mimette  feminine  hygiene  tissues  in  packs 
of  20  (£0-30)  which  include  six  hand 
cleaning  tissues  free  to  the  consumer. 
These  are  packed  in  counter  display  units 
of  six  cartons  and  are  now  being  sold 
on  special  bonus  terms. 

Capri  Carnival 

Woltz  Italiana  have  introduced  to  their 
range  of  nail  enamels  (£0-24)  "  Mediter- 
ranean" shades,  Amalfi  (grape  leaf  green), 
Positano  (sunshine  yellow),  Pompeii 
(lilac)  and  Sorrento  (deep  sky  blue).  Also 
new  are  Neretta  (black)  and  Bianca 
(white).  Supplies  are  available  from  Sales 
Affiliates  Ltd,  Barnet  By-pass,  Boreham 
Wood,  Herts. 

Laroe  Hedex 

Sterling  Health  Products,  Surbiton  KT6 
4PH,  Surrey,  are  to  introduce  a  new  large 
size  pack  of  Hedex  (£0-23).  The  new  size 
contains  24  tablets  which  will  be  blister 
packed.  Hedex  will  continue  to  be  avail- 
able in  the  original  handy  pocket-sized 
pack  of  16  tablets  (£0-16). 

Distribution  change 

Vine's  Biocrin  Ltd,  111  Clarence  Road, 
Lower  Clapton,  London  E5  8EE,  have 
taken  over  the  manufacturing  and  distri- 
bution of  the  Eclipsol  range  of  products 
for  C.  &  A.  Stokes  Ltd,  Bristol. 

pHisoDerm 

The  skin  cleanser,  pHisoDerm,  (last  week, 
p  770)  has  been  introduced  by  Winthrop 
Pharmaceuticals  and  is  available  in  150cc 
bottles  [corrected  note]. 

Swarfega  wins  award 

The  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  & 
Hygiene  has  awarded  Swarfega  Antiseptic 
hand  cleanser,  manufactured  by  Deb 
Chemical  Proprietaries  Ltd,  Forfar  Works, 
Belper,  Derbyshire,  the  Gold  Seal  of  the 
Institute  for  a  high  standard  of  quality 
over  a  ten-year  period  and  two  other 
products  Tot  high  active  detergent  and 
Treetop  pine  disinfectant  the  Silver  Seal 
of  the  Institute  for  satisfactory  quality 
over  five-year  periods. 

Farley's  discontinue  infant  milk  food 

Farley's  full  cream  infant  milk  food  will 
be  discontinued  as  from  July  1. 

The  company,  which  is  a  subsidiary  of 
Glaxo  Laboratories  Ltd,  are  to  suggest  to 
health  authorities  who  previously  used  or 
recommended  their  milk  food  that  they 
switch  to  Ostermilk  2  or  Golden  Oster- 
milk. 

Golden  Ostermilk  is  already  quoted  as 
an  alternative  to  liquid  milk  on  the  Far- 
ley's Rusks,  Farlene  and  Baby  Rice  car- 


tons. Farleys  say  "this  will  mean  even 
more  sales  for  Ostermilk — already  the 
market  leader  for  the  pharmacist". 

Additional  Paddi  pack 

Robinson  &  Sons  Ltd,  Wheat  Bridge  Mills, 
Chesterfield,  have  added  packs  of  20  Paddi 
pads  (£0-24)  to  their  range,  hitherto  com- 
prising 10s  and  30s.  As  an  introductory 
offer  for  the  new  size,  retailers  ordering 
not  less  than  one  case  of  18  packs  of  20 
through  his  wholesaler  will  receive  six 
free  packs  of  20  free. 

Christmas  showrooms 

Shulton  (Great  Britain)  Ltd,  at  St  Enoch's 
Hotel,  Glasgow,  June  19-23;  Griffin 
Hotel,  Leeds,  June  26-30;  Royal  Turks 
Hotel,  Newcastle,  July  3-7;  Castle  Hotel, 
Norwich,  July  3-7;  Metropole  Hotel, 
Brighton,  July  10-14;  Midland  Hotel,  Bir- 
mingham, July  10-14;  Piccadilly  Hotel, 
Manchester,  July  17-21;  Victoria  Hotel, 
Cork,  July  17-21;  Hendon  Hall  Hotel, 
Hendon,  July  31-August  4;  and  Clarence 
Hotel,  Dublin,  August  21-25. 

UniChem  Ltd  at  Metropole  Hotel, 
Brighton,  July  10-14;  Brent  Bridge  Hotel, 
Hendon,  August  8-10;  and  Cambridge 
Hotel,  Edmonton,  August  15-17.  There  will 
also  be  a  permanent  exhibition  at  the 
company's  premises  at  Vulcan  Way,  New 
Addington,  Croydon,  for  three  weeks 
from  August  21. 

Fassett  and  Johnson  at  St  Enoch's  Hotel, 
Glasgow,  June  19-22;  Metropole  Hotel, 
Leeds,  June  26-29;  Five  Bridges  Hotel, 
Gateshead,  July  3-6;  Metropole  Hotel, 
Brighton,  July  10-13;  Imperial  Hotel,  Bir- 
mingham, July  10-13;  Solway  House, 
Aytoun  Street,  Manchester,  July  17-20; 
Queens  Hotel,  Cardiff,  July  17-20;  and 
Hendon  Hall  Hotel,  London,  July  31- 
August  3. 

David  E.  Benn,  38  Marlborough  Avenue, 
Cheadle  Hulme,  Cheshire,  SK8  7AW,  has 
been  appointed  agent  for  chemists  and 
stores  for  the  north  of  England  by  French 
&  Scott  Ltd. 

Christmas  showrooms,  displaying  all  his 
agencies,  will  be  held  at  Griffin  Hotel, 
Leeds,  June  26-29;  Royal  Station  Hotel, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  July  3-6;  Hotel  Pic- 
cadilly, Manchester,  July  17-20. 

Agencies  shown  will  include:  Taylor  of 
London  Ltd,  M.  &  R.  Norton  Ltd,  R.  G. 
Trevorrow  Ltd,  Colson  &  Kay  Ltd, 
Vernon  Powell  Ltd,  Pinnivics,  French  & 
Scott  Ltd. 

Information  wanted 

The  Editor  would  appreciate  information 
on  the  following:  Perfecto  baby  feeding 
bottles. 


Fiona  Sands  Ltd,  Queen's  Way,  Croydon 
CR9  4DL.  Adagio  foam  bath.  £4-20  per 
dozen  (until  June  30). 
Carter-Wallace  Ltd,  Carteret  products 
division,  Wear  Bay  Road,  Folkestone, 
Kent.  Light  powder  Arrid  extra  dry.  Dis- 
count of  £1  on  parcel  consisting  of  12 
large  containers  and  24  small  (until 
June  30). 
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Four  ways  to 

show  a  fancy 
profit. 

Ravina's  top  selling  Pony  Tail  Holder 
is  now  available  with  four  different 
fancy  ends.  The  same  quality  covered 
elastic  is,  in  addition  to  the  original 
gilt  bobble  end,  now  available  in  the 
four  new  styles  shown  opposite. 

PONY  TAIL  HOLDERS 

come  in  a  wide  range  of  colours 
packed  in  see-through  blister  packs 
specially  produced  for  self-service 
display  or  they  may  be  soid  direct 
from  the  eye-catching  display  outer. 

Pony  Tail  Holders  replace  ugly  rubber 
bands  to  hold  the  hair  without 
tangling  or  tearing. 


HAIR  DECORATIONS 

obtainable 
from  your  wholesaler 


#  256 

the  original  Pony  Tail  Holder 
with  gilt  bobble  end 
packed  four  in  a  blister 

RETAIL  AT  ONLY      -j  ^.Ip 

all  the  above  packed  on  cards  two  in  a  blister 
RAVINA  LIMITED,  3  BARTON  ROAD,  WATER  EATON  INDUSTRIAL  ESTATE,  BLETCHLEY,  BUCKS.    BLETCHLEY  71888 
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Bath  additives— a  market 
changing  the  luxury' 
into  the  'necessity' 


A.  F.  L.  Deeson  MA,  PhD,  DSc 

Broadly,  bath  preparations  or  "additives", 
as  the  manufacturers  like  to  call  them, 
can  be  divided  into  three  main  categories : 
bath  cubes;  bath  salts,  crystals  and  tonic 
salts;  bath  oils,  essences,  foams  and  bubble 
baths. 

In  Britain  the  total  market,  including 
Avon  with  over  £1  million,  is  worth 
around  £11  million  at  rsp,  or  £7  million 
rsp  without  the  tonic  salts.  By  British 
standards  a  fair-sized  market,  perhaps, 
but  tiny  when  compared  with  that  of 
some  other  countries. 

In  West  Germany,  for  example,  with 
a  population  about  equal  to  ours,  it  is  a 
huge  £70  million  rsp — almost  entirely  in 
liquids  with  sales  of  bath  cubes  and  salts 
negligible. 

After  researching  this  market  in  1970 
it  is  not  surprising  that  a  year  later 
Beecham  purchased  the  German  com- 
pany Fischer  and  Fischer,  who  own 
Badedas  and  has  trading  agreements  with 
manufacturers  throughout  the  world  for 
its  products.  (In  the  United  Kingdom  the 
trading  agreement  is  with  Cussons.) 

Traditional 

In  Britain,  however,  the  traditional  bath 
preparations  market  has  been,  for  many 
years,  in  cubes  and  bath  salts.  Radox 
bath  salts  (Nicholas  Products)  increased 
their  sales  considerably  about  a  decade 
ago,  mainly  as  a  result  of  the  grocery 
outlets  which  now  account  for  about 
70  per  cent  of  the  turnover,  with 
chemists  taking  only  30  per  cent. 

No  doubt  it  was  the  success  of  Radox 
which  led  other  manufacturers  into  cube 
and  salt  products  a  few  years  ago.  But 
the  imposition  of  purchase  tax  at  36f 
per  cent  in  1968  virtually  stopped  the 
growth  of  the  market  and  a  number  of 
new  products  were  withdrawn. 

Although  the  market  recovered  slowly 
a  steady  growth  progress  of  cubes  and 
salts  has,  however,  not  been  fulfilled  and, 
with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  out- 
standing products,  this  particular  sector 
is  static  or  even  in  decline. 

Most  marketing  authorities  are  now 
agreed  that  in  the  long  term  the  higher 
priced  cosmetic  bath  additives  such  as 
Badedas,  Fenjal  and  Norsebad  will  show 
the  greatest  growth  and  offer  the  best 
returns  both  to  manufacturers  and 
retailers. 

The  fact  that  the  whole  area  of  bath 
preparations  is  still  regarded  as  "luxury" 
in  Britain  is  indicated  by  the  considerable 
peaking  of  sales  in  the  pre-Christmas 
period.  In  Germany  the  market  is  far 


more  sophisticated  and  bathing  with  foam 
(and  thus  without  soap)  is  now  an  accep- 
ted way  of  life.  Only  Radox  and  Fynnon 
Salts  currently  have  the  same  sales  pat- 
tern in  the  United  Kingdom  and  these 
are  of  course  associated  with  health- 
giving  properties. 

The  big  question  is  how  soon  can  the 
user  of  bath  preparations  in  this  country 
be  converted  to  considering  them  a  day- 
to-day  necessity  rather  than  a  luxury. 
When  manufacturers  and  retailers  can 
achieve  this  desirable  situation  the  mar- 
ket will  have  increased  many  times  over. 
Obviously  it  will  not  be  achieved  over- 
night, but  it  will  come  about  in  due 
course  and  there  will  be  a  regular  annual 
growth  at  the  more  expensive  end  of 
the  market. 

At  the  present  time,  sales  of  the  cheaper 
salts,  liquids  and  cubes  appear  to  have  a 
direct  relationship  to  water  supply :  they 
soften  the  water  and  add  perfume,  so  are 
distinctly  more  popular  in  hard  water 
areas.  The  objective  of  the  manufacturers 
of  the  more  expensive  preparations  is  to 
educate  consumers  to  choose  products 
that  give  them  coloured  and  perfumed 
bath  water  which  softens  and  moisturises 
the  skin  irrespective  of  the  water  supply. 

Today  there  is  a  very  wide  spectrum  of 
products,  from  the  expensive  cosmetic 
type  of  bath  additives  such  as  Badedas, 
with  the  bottom  end  of  the  market  repre- 
sented by  Radox  as  a  brand  leader  in 
this  sector  and  Fynnon  from  Beecham. 

Both  these  products  are  aimed  at  the 
older  purchaser  who  wants  relief  from 
aches  and  pains,  and  the  consumer  profile 
for  Fynnon  is  CI,  C2  and  D,  with  slightly 
more  sales  to  women  than  men. 

Liquids 

In  1971,  because  of  the  growing  demand 
for  liquid  preparations,  Beecham  intro- 
duced Fynnon  Spa  liquid,  which  was 
supported  with  heavy  consumer  advertis- 
ing. This  support  is  being  repeated  in  1972 
to  the  tune  of  £100,000,  mostly  in  the 
women's  popular  Press.  In  April  and 
May  this  year  there  were  money-off 
consumer  promotions.  Today  the  Fynnon 
products  sell  about  60  per  cent  to  chemists 
and  40  per  cent  to  grocery  outlets. 

While  there  is  obviously  a  need  to 
make  the  luxury  end  of  the  bath  prepara- 
tion market  a  necessity  it  is  significant 
that  no  one  in  this  field  advertised  be- 
tween January  and  March  this  year.  Not, 
you  may  think,  the  best  support  for  the 
chemist  trying  to  spread  his  sales  through- 
out the  year! 

Confirmation  of  the  seasonal  nature  of 
this  business  comes  from  Fontarel  who 


manufacture  the  Omarin  range  of  prepara- 
tions, designed  to  put  back  the  oils  into 
the  skin,  which  it  softens  and  moisturises. 
They  say  that  some  40  per  cent  of  the 
sales  of  liquid  additives  are  made  pre- 
Christmas  and  last  year,  from  mid-October 
to  mid-December  spent  £40,000  on  televi- 
sion advertising  in  the  London,  Southern 
and  Granada  areas.  Chemists  account  for 
80  per  cent  of  sales  with  the  remaining 
20  per  cent  to  departmental  stores. 

The  latest  figures  (1971)  for  the  per- 
centage of  users  of  bath  additives  who 
are  women  are :  — 

Salts  32 

Cubes  23 

Oils/liquids  21 

Bubble  baths  13 

Growth 

Reckitt  &  Colman  who  manufacture 
Bathjoys  cubes  (brand  leaders)  and  All 
Over  Softly,  a  body  shampoo,  also  believe 
that  the  major  growth  will  come  in  the 
oils  and  liquids.  Some  manufacturers 
predict  a  10-15  per  cent  per  annum 
growth  in  liquids  over  the  next  five  years. 
Cussons  who  manufacture  not  only 
Badedas  but  are  "in  cubes"  with  Imperial 
Leather  hold  this  view  although  they  also 
point  out  that  the  liquid  market  is  slowly 
becoming  overloaded  with  new  products. 

Certainly  there  have  been  quite  a  num- 
ber in  the  last  few  months.  US  Herbal 
Bath  (Johnsons  Wax)  has  been  on  test  for 
two  years  in  the  London  and  Southern 
TV  areas  but  is  now  going  national; 
Dioressence,  a  new  foaming  milk  bath 
from  Christian  Dior,  is  being  extensively 
sampled  in  chemist  outlets. 

The  attraction  of  the  newer  products 
for  the  chemist  is  clear  cut.  First,  they  are 
a  growth  market.  Second,  their  compara- 
tively high  retail  prices  offer  reasonable 
margins.  Third,  they  are  still  a  chemists' 
market  with  only  tiny  percentages  sold 
in  hairdressers  and  departmental  stores. 
Thus  they  are  not  subject  to  the  price- 
cutting  efforts  of  the  grocery  outlets — 
unlike  the  cheaper  cubes  and  salts. 

While  the  main  buyers  of  bath  pre- 
parations are  women  it  is  worth  remem- 
bering there  are  some  products — and  sales 
— for  children  and  men.  For  the  former 
Matey,  in  liquid  and  powder  form,  is  the 
only  nationally-sold  product. 

Men's  preparations  are  usually  soap- 
derived  and  liquids  or  oils  for  the  male 
are  still  relatively  unexploited.  Oriental 
Spice  shower  soap  and  Burley  body  soap 
are  both  popular,  especially  around  Christ- 
mas. 

Depth  Charge,  a  bath-oil  from  Scott  & 
Bowne,  is  both  unisexual  (and  could  be 
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lisplayed  on  a  man's  bar)  and  has  year- 
ound  sales.  Its  stable  mate  is  Fenjal, 
veil  established  after  nine  years. 

Some  other  successful  products  in  the 
ield   generally   include   Rosedale  herbal 

ath;  Personality  cream  foam  (repackaged 
ast  year);  Elizabeth  Arden's  Seaqua; 
loger  &  Gallet's  vitaminised  foam  bath, 
Sain-Tonique;  Estee  Lauder's  Azure; 
dew  Dew  (Lenbrook  Laboratories);  Bath 
Seads    (Mary    Quant);    and  Bronnley's 

ubble  bath. 

On  past  experience,  chemists  can  look 
or  good  television  and  Press  support  for 
dl  Over  Softly,  Badedas,  Bathjoys, 
ynnon,  Radox  and  Norsebad. 

rends 

he  IPC  Cosmetics  and  Toiletries  Sur- 
ey  shows  clearly  the  trends  of  the  various 
roducts  in  this  field.  In  1968  41  per  cent 
f  their  sample  of  women  were  using 
jath  cubes;  by  1970  the  percentage  had 
dlen  to  24  per  cent  and  by  October  1971 
)  23  per  cent.  Current  users  are  slightly 
igher  in  the  South-west,  West  and  Mid- 
inds  than  other  areas,  with  the  smallest 
se  in  Scotland  and  the  North. 
On  a  "brand  last  used  basis"  Bathjoys 
ere  clear  leaders  with  22  per  cent  of 
be  market,  followed  by  Cussons  (12  per 
^nt)  and  Yardley  (10  per  cent).  As 
ompared  with    1970  only  Yardley  has 
joreased  its  brand  share  in  the  last  year. 
In   1968  32  per  cent  of  women  used 
ath  salts,  crystals  and  tonic  salts.  There 
as  a  slight  drop  away  following  the 
traduction  of  higher  purchase  tax  but  by 
?71  the  sales  had  reoovered.  The  brand 
ader  in  this  sector  is  Radox  with  54 
;r  cent. 

Bath  oils  and  essences  were  used  by 
nly  17  per  cent  of  the  sample  in  1968 


but  by  October  1971  this  had  risen  to 
21  per  cent.  On  the  sample  basis,  Avon 
was  the  clear  leader  with  42  per  cent, 
followed  by  Boots  own  (9  per  cent)  and 
Johnsons  with  8  per  cent. 

On  the  basis  of  the  survey,  bath  foams 
and  bubble  baths  seem  to  have  stayed 
level,  with  notable  sales  peaks  in  the 
summer  months.  Brands  most  frequently 
used  are  Avon  (22  per  cent);  Boots  (13  per 
cent)  and  Goya  (7  per  cent).  Although 
Matey  is  a  child's  product,  4  per  cent  of 
the  sample  used  it  for  themselves. 


Undoubtedly  the  "modern"  bath  pre- 
parations are  the  best  prospects  for 
the  chemist,  for  the  reasons  already  given. 
But  we  haven't  yet  reached  the  enviable 
situation  of  West  Germany,  where  such 
products  apparently  sell  themselves.  To 
get  an  increasing  share  of  this  market 
it  is  necessary  to  display  the  products  all 
year  round  and  to  actively  sell  them  for 
what  they  are:  beauty  aids,  which  in 
due  course  women  in  this  country  will 
come  to  accept  as  necessities  rather  than 
luxuries. 


Pharmaceutical  Society's 
new  Fellows 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society's  panel  of 
Fellows  has  designated  the  following 
members  as  fellows  of  the  Society  as  from 
July  7,  1972. 

For  distinction  in  the  profession  of 
pharmacy 

Robert  Campbell  Miller  Dickson,  Notting- 
ham; Frank  Goulding,  Folkestone;  Stanley 
James  Hamer,  Beckenham,  Kent; 
Frederick  Albert  Hughes,  Cuckfield, 
Sussex;  Wilfred  Lesley  Jeffrey,  London; 
Bernard  Rees  Jones,  Warwick;  Gilbert 
Harper  Macdonald,  London;  Arthur  Ken- 
neth Mclver,  Barrow-in-Furness;  John 
Maclean,  Ayrshire;  William  Mott, 
Sheffield;  John  Richards,  Pencoed,  Glam; 
Kenneth  Richard  Rutter,  Leeds;  John 
Saville,  York;  James  Alexander  Smith, 
Crawley,  Sussex;  James  Stewart,  Glasgow 
and  John  Kenworthy  Westerman,  Green- 
ford,  Middlesex. 

Mr  Rutter  (right),  immediate  past  chair- 
man of  NPU. 
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COMMENT 


Autocracy  never! 

Last  week's  British  Medical  Journal  in  its  first  leading 
article  and  the  first  letter  in  its  correspondence  columns 
(see  p  793),  effectively  and  unashamedly  antagonises  all 
the  allied  health  professions. 

On  the  subject  of  postgraduate  medical  centres  the 
writers  insinuate  that  the  centres  are  being  polluted  by 
the  presence  of  "others" — that  is  other  professions,  and 
that  the  process  is  being  aided  by  the  Department  of 
Health.  No  longer  is  the  medical  centre  tearoom  being  kept 
as  the  exclusive  "club"  of  the  medical  profession. 

Those  who  persevere  and  read  through  the  arrogant 
nonsense  learn  that:  "It  is  becoming  increasingly  clear 
that  such  a  union  [between  medical  and  allied  professions] 
may  be  a  disaster." 

For  whom  the  disaster  then,  we  ask?  Perhaps  for  the 
doctor  who  gains  nothing  from  his  ears  except  well 
deserved  thumps  through  a  stethoscope. 

It  is  argued  that  "doctors  are  now  having  to  compete 
with  other  disciplines,  and  hospital  secretaries  and  matrons 
are  trying  to  control  the  facilities  available."  And,  "the 
situation  is  likely  to  deteriorate  as  a  result  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health's  policy."  If  increased  liaison  between  the 
lealth  professions  is  a  "deterioration"  then  long  may  it 
:ontinue. 

A  lesson  in  co-operation 

Giving  no  substantive  evidence  the  editorial  asserts: 
'Surely  it  is  better  to  agree  now  that  the  educational 
interests  of  doctors  and  the  other  professions  are  totally 
different  and  can  never  coincide."  That  prompts  the 
suggestion  that  if  the  doctor  has  not  learnt  the  benefits 
:>f  close  co-operation  with  other  members  of  the  health 
team  during  his  training,  as  should  members  of  all  the 
professions,  it  is  time  he  did  so  and  the  postgraduate 
centre  is  the  ideal  place  to  do  a  bit  of  catching  up. 

Benefits  to  the  medical  profession  arising  from  the 
centres  are  not  in  dispute;  what  is  contested  is  the  pseudo- 
slitism  which  attempts  to  maintain  an  artificial  staff  class 
system  in  our  hospitals  and  elsewhere.  Perhaps  that 
anachronism  deserves  more  attention  during  the  re- 
organisation of  the  Health  Service  than  it  is  getting. 

And  the  comment  is  included  in  the  BMJ's  editorial: 
"There  are  obvious  dangers  that  funds  raised  from  chari- 


Maws  golf  trophy  | 
winners 

The  Maws  trophy  for  the  best  Scottish  "Scratch"  score  was 
presented  this  year  to  Mr  Ian  MacFadyen  of  Cleveden  Road, 
Glasgow.  This  annual  meeting  is  arranged  by  the  Scottish 
Chemists'  Golf  Assocation  and  the  match  was  played  at  Glen- 
eagles  on  May  17.  The  photograph  shows,  left  to  right,  Mr  J.  P. 
Currie,  UK  sales  manager  of  S.  Maw  Son  &  Sons  Ltd,  Mrs  J. 
Hogarth,  wife  of  Mr  James  Hogarth,  a  well  known  Glasgow 
chemist,  Mr  Ian  MacFadyen  the  winner  and  Mr  B.  Lund, 
financial  director  of  S.  Maw  Son  &  Sons  Ltd 


ties  and  by  private  subscription  for  a  postgraduate  medical 
centre  might  become  lost  in  a  general  fund."  We  would 
not  support  any  initiative  to  disseminate,  if  that  were 
possible,  the  finances  of  the  existing  centres.  They  have 
been  contributed  by  the  pharmaceutical  industry,  bodies 
such  as  the  Nuffield  Provincial  Hospital  Trust,  the 
public,  doctors,  pharmacists  and  others.  Coming  from 
such  a  wide  field  it  is  justifiable  to  expect  those  monies 
to  be  utilised  for  the  general  further  education  of  the 
health  professions.  And  not,  as  may  be  the  case,  to 
provide  creature  comforts  for  one  profession  whose  leaders 
attempt  to  be  health  autocrats. 

A  successful  double  term 

"All  his  concentrated  experience,  short  though  it  may  be 
in  actual  years,  seems  to  have  extended  and  developed  his 
natural  abilities  to  render  him  the  right  man  in  the  right 
job  at  the  right  time  of  that  function." 

That  quotation  taken  from  the  C&D,  October  24,  1964, 
p  429,  is  just  as  applicable  today  as  it  was  then  when 
applied  to  the  same  individual — Mr  W.  M.  Darling — 
now  that  he  has  handed  over  the  office  of  president, 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain. 

"  Bill  "  Darling  imbued  the  presidency  during  his  double 
term  of  office  with  the  vitality  of  a  young  and  successful 
pharmacist  and  a  degree  of  humanism  that  brought  the 
office  nearer  to  the  membership.  In  both  ways  he  en- 
hanced the  office,  the  Society,  and  the  holder. 

The  office  of  president  requires  an  attention  to  detail 
and  a  conscientiousness  that  imposes  on  the  holder  a  heavy 
responsibility,  and  only  a  relatively  small  proportion  of  the 
Society's  membership  appreciates  the  personal  problems 
that  have  to  be  overcome — or  neglected — when  the  official 
duties  are  to  be  undertaken.  He  has  been  untiring  in  his 
efforts  for  the  profession  and  its  members,  his  steward- 
ship impeccable  and  it  was  often  evident  how  well  he 
has  been  supported  in  his  work  by  his  wife  and  family. 

If  only  the  membership  had  matched  such  selfless 
enthusiasm  then  the  percentage  of  voters  in  council 
elections  would  not  be  so  abysmally  low  and  pharmacy 
and  its  leaders  would  not  be  required  to  battle  continu- 
ously for  rightful  recognition  in  the  public  or  govenment 
spheres. 
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Legislative  difficulties 
bar  the  way  to  NI 
contract  limitation 

No  early  change  in  the  law  to  bring  about  NHS  contract  limitation  in  Northern 
Ireland  is  anticipated  by  the  NI  Ministry  of  Health  and  Social  Services. 
That    was    the    substance    of    a  letter 


received  by  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  of  Northern  Ireland  at  its 
May  meeting.  The  letter  stated  that  fol- 
lowing discussions  between  officials  and 
representatives  of  the  Council  in  January, 
the  matter  had  been  considered  with  great 
care  by  the  Ministry,  together  with  the 
additional  paper  from  the  Council  sub- 
sequent to  the  meeting. 

The  letter  said  that  changes  of  the  kind 
proposed  would  require  legislation,  and 
in  the  course  of  the  discussion  some  of 
the  difficulties  which  would  have  to  be 
faced  in  securing  parliamentary  approval 
at  Stormont  had  been  pointed  out.  In  the 
Ministry's  view  the  present  circumstances 
were  such  that  the  prospects  were 
negligible  of  securing  the  approval  of 
both  Houses  at  Westminster  to  an  Order 
in  Council  making  the  necessary  amend- 
ments to  the  legislation,  all  the  more 
because  such  action  would  be  in  advance 
of  other  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom 
where  the  same  subject  is  currently  under 
discussion  and  examination. 

Matching  Great  Britain 

This  was  in  addition  to  the  difficulties 
to  be  faced  in  relation  to  the  provisions 
of  Section  8  of,  and  Schedule  2  to,  the 
Finance  Act  (Northern  Ireland)  1971  in 
which,  among  other  things,  the  Govern- 
ment of  Northern  Ireland  undertakes  to 
keep  the  scale  and  standard  of  such 
services  in  Great  Britain,  and  to  ensure 
that  the  rates  of  remuneration  of  persons 
employed  in  such  services  in  Northern 
Ireland  correspond  as  nearly  as  may  be 
with  the  rates  for  such  services  obtaining 
in  Great  Britain. 

It  was  regretted  therefore,  that  the 
Ministry  could  not  hold  out  any  hope 
of  an  early  change  in  the  law  such  as 
would  be  necessary  to  make  action  on 
the  lines  of  the  proposals  a  feasible 
proposition.  The  Ministry  undertook  to 
keep  closely  in  touch  with  the  develop- 
ments in  the  discussions  promoted  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 
and  said  they  were  not  unmindful  of  the 
possibility  that  the  proposed  structure 
of  Area  Health  Boards  could,  in  the 
future,  present  a  useful  means  of  exam- 
ining, in  practical  details,  the  needs  of  the 
pharmaceutical  services  in  the  various 
localities  and  differing  situations  in  North- 
ern Ireland. 

After  the  contents  of  the  letter  had 
been  discussed,  Mr  Coll  said  he  had  the 
impression  that  the  officials  of  the  Ministry 
were  sympathetic  to  the  Council's  pro- 
posals and  thought  the  small  committee 
appointed  some  months  ago  to  produce 
maps  and  details  regarding  the  geographi- 
cal siting  of  pharmacies  should  continue 
its  work.  He  also  suggested  that  a  deputa- 
tion from  the  Council  should  seek  a 
meeting  with  Mr  Paul  Channon,  Minister 


of  State,  about  the  difficulties  of  obtaining 
the  necessary  legislation. 

The  application  of  Mrs  Maureen 
Donaldson  (nee  Ferguson),  Thorndale,  7 
Kylestone  Road,  Donaghadee,  co  Down, 
for  the  restoration  of  her  name  to  the 
Register  was  granted. 

The  secretary  stated  that  invitations  to 
attend  an  extraordinary  general  assembly 
of  the  EEC  pharmacy  group,  to  be  held 
on  June  23,  in  Brussels,  had  been  received 
and  also  one  to  attend  the  Group's  general 
assembly  in  Amsterdam,  from  October 
22-25.  It  was  agreed  that  the  Society 
should  be  represented  at  both  meetings 
and  that  the  president,  vice-president,  Pro- 
fessor D'Arcy,  Mr  Kerr  and  the  secretary 
should  arrange  who  would  attend  as 
delegates. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  and  Social  Ser- 
vices wrote  stating  that  their  officials  were 
at  present  busy  on  the  restructuring  of 
the  personal  health  and  personal  social 
services,  and  suggested  that  the  talk  on 
the  work  carried  out  in  the  health  centres 
should  be  postponed  until  September.  The 
suggestion  was  accepted. 

Arising  out  of  the  Finance  Committee 
report,  it  was  agreed  to  increase  the 
Society's  annual  subscription  to  the  Com- 
monwealth Pharmaceutical  Association  to 
£125.  Mr  Kerr  said  he  was  pleased  about 
the  increase  as  the  Association  would, 
within  the  next  few  years  have  to  become 
self  supporting.  The  Education  Committee 
report  included  a  recommendation  that 
John  Alexander  King  and  Eileen  Margaret 
Scott  be  registered  as  students  of  the 
Society.  In  reply  to  a  question  the  secre- 
tary stated  that  ten  graduates  had  been 
registered  as  students  during  the  year 
1971/72.  The  report  from  the  Law  Com- 
mittee included  a  recommendation  that 
a  circular  should  be  sent  to  members  of 
the  Society,  informing  them  of  require- 
ments regarding  licensing  under  the 
Medicines  Act  and  drawing  their  atten- 
tion to  the  latest  dates  for  applying  for 
Licences  of  Right.  The  Council's  policy 
with  regard  to  a  proposed  teaching  health 
centre  was  discussed  at  some  length;  Pro- 
fessor D'Arcy  said  he  understood  that 
the  professor  of  the  general  practice 
faculty  would  be  accommodated  in  the 
centre  and  that  medical  students  would 
obtain  certain  practical  experience  there. 
It  was  agreed  to  seek  any  available  in- 
formation about  the  activities.  It  was 
proposed  to  carry  on  in  the  centre  and  to 
discuss  the  matter  at  another  meeting. 
Mrs  Watson,  chairman  of  the  House 
Committee,  reported  that  Mr.  Houston, 
the  Society's  architect,  had  now  prepared 
several  schemes  for  the  redecoration  of 
the  Council  room.  These  would  be  con- 
sidered and  a  recommendation  made  to 
the  Council  at  the  next  meeting.  Con- 


gratulations were  extended  to  Mr  Coll  on 
the  birth  of  a  daughter. 

The  following  candidates  have  passed 
the  Society's  1972  examinations  in  Part  II 
Part  A:  — 

Coulter,  Norma  Maria;  Courtenay, 
Robert  Andrew;  Emery,  Patricia  Ann 
Baxter;  Henderson,  Margaret  Jean  Carol; 
King,  John  Alexander;  Martin,  Kenneth 
Brian;  Maze,  Anna  Elizabeth;  Mullin, 
George  Walter;  Nicholl,  Martha  Thomp- 
son; Perry,  Elizabeth  Frances;  Primrose, 
James  Vivian;  Slevin,  Loretto  Catherine; 
Scott,  Eileen. 

In  Part  II  Part  B,  Elizabeth  Alexandra 
Steede  was  successful. 
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Latin  aid 


It  surprises  me  that  a  pharmacist  who 
recalls  whooping  cough  in  the  thirties 
(Open  shop,  last  week)  forgets  the  Latin 
nomenclature  of  the  same  period  which  I 
have  found  singularly  useful  in  avoiding 
the  embarrassing  situation  he  recounts  re 
"NP"  labelling  of  soluble  aspirin. 

R.  M.  Mayle 
Chinley,  Derbys. 

Wm.  Cookworthy 

William  Cookworthy  1706-1780  has  been 
variously  honoured  with  the  title  "Patron 
Saint  of  the  China  Clay  Industry",  and 
"First  and  only  maker  of  hard  paste 
English  porcelain",  but  very  rarely  is  he 
mentioned  as  being  a  pharmacist  (he  was 
closely  linked  with  Sylvanus  Bevan,  fore- 
bear of  Allen  and  Hanbury's  pharmacy  at 
Plough  Court). 

Very  little  publicity  or  attention  seems 
to  have  been  given  to  this  facet  of  his 
life.  It  may  be  that  pharmacy  has  not 
taken  much  interest,  and  by  default 
emphasis  has  been  placed  on  the  china 
clay  aspects. 

Recently,  through  the  generosity  of 
English  China  Clays  Ltd,  the  old  Grammar 
School  at  Kingsbridge,  Devon  has  been 
converted  to  a  Cookworthy  Museum  and 
Cultural  Centre,  but  here  any  reference 
to  his  being  a  pharmacist  is  completely 
missing. 

The  Plymouth  and  District  Branch  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  with  the 
approval  of  E.C.C.  Ltd,  is  endeavouring 
to  correct  this  omission,  by  having  a 
section  devoted  to  his  pharmaceutical 
interests,  hence  the  appeal  of  this  letter. 
Have  any  of  your  readers,  pharmacist  or 
not,  notes,  letters,  equipment,  mementos, 
objects  used  by  Cookworthy,  or  any  con- 
temporary apparatus  which  couid  be 
loaned  for  this  section? 

We  are  not  asking  for  anything  to  be 
sent  at  this  stage,  but  to  be  informed  for 
indexing  and  arranging  purposes. 

Success  for  this  opportunity  presented 
depends  on  the  support  received. 

Mervyn  Madge,  Hon  Secretary 
1  Saltburn  Road 
St.  Budeaux,  Plymouth 
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Once  there  was  one  favourite  conditioner 


fordifflcutt 


aiS»ner 

with 
natural  P™*^ 


Now  there  are  two! 


Girls  who  wanted  beautiful  hair  made 
Cream  Silk  a  brand  leader  in  no  time.  Their 
hair  became  lovely  and  manageable  after 
shampooing. 

But  some  women  felt  neglected -the  ones 
with  damaged,  brittle-type  hair. That's  what 
consumer  research  told  us. 

So  now  we've  made  a  new  Cream  Silk 
with  body-building  protein  to  help  make 


this  kind  of  hair  healthy  as  well. 

That  makes  two:  Cream  Silk  for  difficult 
flyaway  hair,  and  Cream  Silk  for  damaged, 
brittle  hair. 

Now  everyone's  happy.  Or  will  be  when 


they  get  the  news  in  their 
favourite  magazines.  And  see 
the  new  taller,  graceful  packs 
on  your  shelves. 


The  Cream  Silk  range  for  complete  after-shampoo  conditioning  treatment 
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Contractors  claim  more 
for  containers 

A  claim  for  an  increase  in  the  container  allowance  from  083p  to  lp  per 
prescription  is  to  be  pressed  by  the  Central  NHS  (Chemist  Contractors)  Com- 
mittee following  receipt  of  provisional  results  of  a  costs  inquiry  by  the  Department 
of  Health. 


The  committee,  at  its  May  meeting, 
deemed  that  the  Department's  reply  to  its 
claim  for  increases  in  the  profit  level  and 
proprietors  notional  salary  was  "wholly 
unacceptable".  A  further  meeting  with 
officials  has  been  requested  as  a  matter 
of  urgency. 

It  was  reported  that  the  net  ingredient 
costs  discount  inquiry  had  taken  place  in 
April,  as  arranged,  and  that  work  on.  col- 
lating the  results  would  proceed  as  quickly 
as  possible. 

The  introduction  of  value  added  tax  and 
the  zero  rating  of  dispensed  medicines 
would  create  a  problem  in  that  the 
majority  of  chemist  contractors  would  be 
"in  credit"  with  Customs  and  Excise  at 
the  end  of  each  tax  period,  it  was  reported. 
The  Committee  decided  to  press  for  an 
increase  in  the  NHS  "on  account"  payment 
to  avoid  cash  flow  problems. 

The  Committee  welcomed  a  draft  docu- 
ment from  the  Department  setting  out  a 
revised  procedure  with  regard  to  the  setting 
up  of  health  centres.  The  document  im- 
pressed on  local  authorities  the  need  to 
inform  Executive  Councils  immediately 
a  proposal  for  a  health  centre  was  mooted; 
it  also  emphasised  the  importance  for 
Executive  Councils  to  inform  all  family 
practitioners  likely  to  be  concerned, 
through  consultations  with  the  four  local 
professional  committees,  of  the  existence 
of  any  new  health  centre  proposal  and  its 
implications. 

The  secretary  reported  on  a  meeting 
between  representatives  of  the  Committee 
and  representatives  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  on  the  supply  of  medicines  before 
issue  of  forms  EC  10.  It  was  agreed  that 
the  Department  be  approached  with  a  view 
to  changing  the  Terms  of  Service  for  doc- 
tors and  dentists  to  assist  pharmacists  in 
dealing  with  problems  that  had  arisen. 

Scripts  for  more  than  one  patient 

A  reply  had  been  received  from  the 
Department  refusing  payment  of  more  than 
one  fee  in  cases  of  prescriptions  for  more 
than  one  patient  being  written  on  one 
form  EC  10.  After  discussion  it  was 
decided  that  the  Committee  would  invite 
Executive  Councils  to  consider  reference  to 
the  local  medical  services  committee  for 
investigation  under  the  provisions  of  Regu- 
lations 4(5)  of  the  National  Health  Ser- 
vice (Service  Committee  and  Tribunal) 
Regulations,  provided  that  the  contractor 
concerned  agreed. 

A  letter  had  been  received  from  the 
Department  agreeing  to  the  Committee's 
representations  that,  with  effect  from  June 
1,  where  a  doctor  ordered  a  non-standard 
strength  tablet  which  had  to  be  dispensed 
by  a  combination  of  two  different  strength 
tablets  the  order  would  be  treated  as  two 
prescriptions  and  carry  two  fees.  It  was 
confirmed  that  the  patient  would  pay  one 


December 

1970 
23,173,787 
£15,960,480 


419p 
12-48p 
January 
1970 
23,962,074 
£16,946,155 
70-72p 


3-89p 
14  91p 


1970 

266,272,002 
£178,955,875 
67-23p 


charge  only  of  £0-20  on  such  an  order. 
The  second  prescription  would  therefore 
be  invoiced  as  one  "no-charge"  item. 

The  latest  available  figures  provided  the 
following  information: 

December 
1971 

Total  prescriptions  23,562,491 
Total  cost  £18,214,563 
Average  per  prescription  77-30p 
Average  on-cost 

(after    discounting)  4-34p 
Average   fee  14-95p 
January 
1971 

Total  prescriptions  24,189,123 
Total  cost  £18,617,400 
Average  per  prescription  76-66p 
Average  on-cost 

(after  discounting)  4-27p 
Average   fee  14-94p 

The  following  figures  are  for  the  whole 
of  1971  and  1970: 

1971 

Total  prescriptions  266,188,748 
Total  cost  £200,975.723 
Average  per  prescription  75-50p 
Average  on-cost 

(after  discounting)  4-29p 

Mr  G.  T.  M.  David  was  unanimously 
re-elected  chairman  of  the  Committee. 

The  appointment  of  Mr  J.  Charlton  as 
deputy  secretary  was  confirmed.  Mr  S.  R. 
Axon  was  welcomed  to  the  meeting,  hav- 
ing taken  up  duties  as  assistant  secretary 
on  May  1. 

Scots  receive 
back- dated 
award 

Scottish  chemist  contractors  are  to  receive 
l-219p  per  prescription  additional  re- 
muneration for  dispensing  done  during  the 
period  September  1,  1968,  to  March  31, 
1970. 

The  award,  a  retrospective  adjustment, 
was  announced  recently  after  the  arbitra- 


4-12p 


tion  Tribunal  and  investigated  the  situa- 
tion. 

For  the  year  1970-71  the  balance  of 
1  825p  per  prescription  is  now  also  due 
to  chemists. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  for  the 
essential  procedures  to  be  completed  with- 
out delay  and  for  the  amount  due  to  each 
chemist  to  be  paid  as  soon  as  possible  by 
the  Local  Executive  Council. 

The  third  period  looked  at  covers  the 
year  which  ended  on  March  31,  1972. 
The  Pricing  Bureaux  have  recently  finished 
pricing  the  March  prescriptions  to  com- 
plete the  income  figures  for  the  year. 

The  national  indices  used  for  up-dating 
the  chemists'  costs  should  be  available  in 
a  few  months'  time  and  the  amount  of 
capital  employed  can  then  be  calculated. 

If  any  balance  is  due  to  the  chemists 
in  respect  of  this  period,  it  will  be  paid 
as  soon  as  the  calculations  can  be 
completed. 

In  view  of  the  protracted  nature  of  these 
negotiations,  the  staff  side  of  Committee 
B  are  most  anxious  to  devise  some  formula 
whereby  the  chemists'  monthly  payments 
for  prescriptions  dispensed  will  be  auto- 
matically adjusted  in  line  with  the  national 
price  indices,  the  Pharmaceutical  General 
Council  (Scotland)  announced  recently. 
That  step  would  obviate  the  need  for 
retrospective  adjustment. 

The  matter  will  be  discussed  with  the 
Management  Side  at  an  early  meeting  of 
the  Whitley  Committee. 

NPU  members  in 
motorway  chase 

A  dramatic  police-car  chase  along  the 
motorway  added  to  the  day's  interest  for 
NPU  members  from  Bradford,  Halifax. 
Huddersfield  and  Leeds  Branches  who 
visited  Mallinson  House  last  week. 

The  chase  was  to  inform  their  coach 
driver  that  he  had  left  nearly  a  third  of 
the  party  behind — including  the  member 
with  the  passenger  list! 

The  driver  was  asked  to  await  the 
arrival  of  a  second  coach  carrying  the 
remainder  of  the  party,  before  continuing 
with  his  full  payload. 


Worth  the  effort?  The  latest  of  the  NPU's  series  of  members'  visits  to  headquarters 
was  more  eventful  than  some  (see  above)  but  at  a  meeting  in  the  Council  room  they 
expressed  their  admiration,  like  those  before  them,  of  the  services  provided 
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Eospital  pharmacy  torum 
lomen  proprium 


iy  a  hospital  pharmacist 

n  spite  of  strong  opposition  from  what 
ometimes  appeared  to  be  the  great 
lajority  of  pharmacists,  the  labelling  of 
nedicines  with  their  names  has  now 
>ecome  standard  practice. 

It  was,  of  course,  inevitable  that  the 
ong-standing  tradition  of  anonymity 
rould  one  day  have  to  be  abandoned, 
'atients  have  become  increasingly  know- 
jdgeable  about  the  way  in  which  their 
iodies  function  and  as  a  result  it  is  now 
airly  common  practice  for  the  doctor  to 
ike  the  patient  into  his  confidence  and 
iscuss  treatment  with  him.  By  doing  so 
te  is  much  more  likely  to  get  his  co- 
peration  than  would  be  the  case  if  he 
dopted  the  rather  disdainful  approach 
/hich  was  so  common  in  the  past. 

Furthermore,  doctors  no  longer  have  a 
ested  interest  in  hiding  the  name  of  the 
irugs  they  prescribe  from  the  prying  eyes 
f  their  patients  in  case  they  might  be 
smpted  to  save  a  consultation  fee  by 
esorting  to  self-medication  when  further 
reatment  is  required.  Today  the  situation 
as  been  completely  reversed.  Patients  who 
onsult  their  doctor  too  frequently  now 
ind  to  be  unwelcome;  they  are  certainly 
ot  the  mainstay  and  support  of  his  prac- 
ice  as  was  the  case  prior  to  the  introduc- 
ion  of  the  NHS. 

In  such  circumstances  it  was  only  to 
>e  expected  that  most  of  the  pressure  for 
pen  labelling  should  come  from  the  doc- 
ors.  Pharmacists,  by  and  large,  were  much 
ess  enthusiastic,  and  agreement  was  only 
cached  after  a  certain  amount  of  arm- 
wisting  by  the  BMA. 

Pharmaceutical  opposition  was  based 
lainly  on  the  contention  that  open  label- 
ing would  involve  additional  work  for 
/hich  a  fee  should  first  be  negotiated,  but 
r\  reality  much  of  it  stemmed  from  a  fear 
liat  the  move  could  well  be  just  one 
lore  small  but  significant  step  towards 
de-skilling"  the  dispensing  operation.  It 
/ould  certainly  open  the  door  for  the 
rescribing  of  "unit  packs"  sealed  and 
ibelled  by  the  manufacturer,  and  for  the 
ontents  of  which  the  pharmacist  has  no 
esponsibility.  If  that  came  about  it  might 
ot  be  long  before  someone  produced 
quipment  which  could  be  installed  in 
le  consulting  room  and  from  which  the 
esired  unit  pack  would  be  dispensed 
/hen  the  doctor  pressed  the  appropriate 
utton.  That  is  by  no  means  an  idle 
ream;  such  machines  were  installed  in 

number  of  United  States  hospitals  more 
han  ten  years  ago.  All  the  pharmacist 
id  was  to  ensure  that  they  were 
egularly  "topped  up". 

In  the  hospital  service,  where  great 
Sorts  have  been  made  to  minimise  the 
se  of  pharmacists  for  routine  dispensing, 
pen  labelling  has  been  in  general  use 
or  several  years.  The  aim  is  to  pre-pack 

wide  range  of  drugs  which  can  then  be 


safely  "dispensed"  by  technical  staff  and 
so  release  pharmacists  for  more  important 
duties.  In  that  context  open  labelling  is 
absolutely  essential,  but  proprietary  names 
are  studiously  avoided. 

For  several  years  hospital  doctors  have 
been  actively  encouraged  to  avoid  the  use 
of  proprietary  names  on  prescriptions  and 
a  considerable  measure  of  success  has  been 
achieved.  Nevertheless  proprietary  names 
are  still  used  quite  extensively  and  in 
consequence  most  hospital  authorities, 
acting  upon  advice  given  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health,  have  given  their  pharma- 
cists discretion  to  ignore  them  and  dis- 
pense an  alternative  brand  or  an  un- 
branded  product  of  equivalent  therapeutic 
effect. 

When  a  hospital  pharmacist  uses  his 
discretion  in  this  way  it  would  be  morally 
reprehensible,  if  not  actually  illegal,  to 
label  the  container  with  the  name  used 
on  the  prescription,  and  for  that  reason  it 
has  become  customary  to  use  the  non- 
proprietary name  whatever  brand  is  dis- 
pensed. To  do  so  is,  of  course,  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  the  agreement  between  the 
BMA  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in 
which  it  is  laid  d  own  that  the  name 
inscribed   on   the   label   should   be  that 


[quipment 

Electronic  counter 

The  Countesse  electronic  dispenser/coun- 
ter will  count  and  dispense  most  shapes 
and  sizes  of  tablets  and  capsules  at  speed. 
It  is  priced  at  £185  and  is  said  to  be  cheap 
to  run  and  can  be  bought  on  hire  purchase 
terms,  if  desired.  The  machine  is  mains 
operated  on  220/240  volts  A/C.  It 
occupies  bench  space  of  only  141  x  6}in. 

The  required  number  of  tablets  or 
capsules  can  be  preset  on  the  counter 
and,  when  this  number  has  been  reached, 
the  feed  is  automatically  switched  off  and 
an  electrically  operated  cut-off  stops  ex- 
cess tablets  from  reaching  the  delivery 
shute.  Any  surplus  remaining  in  the 
machine  can  be  quickly  cleared. 

The  Countesse  is  housed  in  a  steel 
cabinet,  stove  enamelled  in  a  blue  "ham- 
mer" finish.  All  the  metal  parts  with 
which  the  drugs  come  into  contact  are 
made  of  stainless  steel.  Furthermore,  the 
drugs  are  transferred  from  the  bulk  pack 
to  the  patient's  container,  untouched  by 
hand.  As  a  result,  the  dispenser's  fingers 
remain  free  from  residue. 

The  machine  is  simple  to  operate.  The 
tablets /capsules  are  fed,  a  few  at  a  time, 
into  the  small  hopper,  in  the  aperture  at 
the  top  of  the  cabinet  and  then  pass  to  a 
larger  hopper  and  down  a  guide  tube  to 
the  sensor  head,  where  they  are  counted 


used  by  the  doctor  on  his  prescription. 
It  is  of  course  true  that  the  agreement 
applies  only  to  NHS  prescriptions  written 
on  form  EC10  but  problems  are  bound 
to  arise  when  patients  are  discharged  from 
hospital  to  the  care  of  their  general  prac- 
titioners. 

During  his  stay  in  hospital  the  patient 
may  have  been  supplied  with  a  brand  of 
drug  other  than  that  ordered  by  the 
doctor  responsible  for  his  treatment.  On 
discharge  this  doctor  will  write  to  his 
general  practitioner,  possibly  suggesting 
that  he  should  prescribe  the  drug  with 
which  the  patient  has  been  treated  while 
in  hospital.  If,  in  his  letter,  he  gives  the 
proprietary  name  he  habitually  uses  on 
his  hospital  prescriptions  it  will  be  faith- 
fully transcribed  by  the  general  practi- 
tioner on  to  an  EC10  prescription.  This 
the  patient  will  take  to  his  local  pharma- 
cist only  to  find  that  he  is  supplied  with  a 
product  labelled  with  a  name  quite  differ- 
ent from  the  one  with  which  he  became 
familiar  as  a  hospital  patient  and,  in 
some  cases,  the  medication  itself  may 
differ  in  appearance  from  that  supplied 
by  the  hospital  pharmacy. 

In  such  circumstances  he  will,  quite 
naturally,  suspect  a  dispensing  error  and 
his  suspicions  are  not  likely  to  be  allayed 
by  explanations  that  all  too  often  sound 
rather  unconvincing.  It  is  incidents  such 
as  this  that  sometimes  make  it  difficult 
to  avoid  the  impression  that  the  gulf 
between  hospital  and  general  practice 
pharmacy  is  growing  wider.  A  little 
consultation  before  approaching  the 
doctors  might  well  have  resulted  in  an 
agreement  to  which  both  branches  of  the 
profession  could  subscribe. 

and  allowed  to  fall  into  the  delivery  shute. 

This  latter  has  a  sliding  door,  which 
may  be  shut  down  when  counting,  if 
desired.  When  the  count  is  complete,  a 
container  may  be  held  under  the  shute, 
the  door  opened  and  the  drugs  allowed  to 
slide  into  the  container.  Alternatively  the 
receiver  provided  may  be  held  under  the 
shute,  the  door  left  open  and  the  drugs 
allowed  to  fall  immediately  into  it  (Gyda- 
craft  Products  Ltd,  138  Burley  Road, 
Leeds,  LS4  2EU). 
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FAST  MOVER 


LAX 


THE  FAMILY  LAXATIVE 

is  to  receive  extensive 
NATIONAL  Advertising 
throughout  thu 
Summer 
months 


advertisements 

will  be  appearing  frequently  in  the 
DAILY  EXPRESS  -  DAILY  MAIL 
DAI LY  M I RROR  and  the  SUN 

reaching  a  huge  circulation  of  1  56,445,341 


Roberts 

boratories  Limited 


Burnden  Road,  Bolton, 
Lancashire  BL3  2RB 
Telephone:  Bolton  32631 


NOTE  ! 


Swarfega 


hand  cleanser 

Orders 

should  now  be  sent  to 
the  manufacturers: 

DEB  Chemical 
Proprietaries  Limited 
Spencer  Road  Belper 
Derby  DE5  1JX 

Please  alter  your  Buying 
Record  Card 


tablets, 
liquids, 
creams, 
pastes, 
powders  etc. 

CONTRACT  MANUFACTURE  ft 
PACKAGING  CAPACITY  AVAILABLE 

■  Modern  plant  and  analytical 
control  facilities  ensure  highest 
standards. 

■  Contractors  to  the  M  inistry  of 
Health. 

■  Hospital  own-formulations  a 
speciality. 

■  Assistance  with  Licence 
Requirements  given 

"**  CARTWRIGHTS 
(RAWDON)  LIMITED 

"f3^  Lakeside  Laboratories,  Rawdon, 
Leeds,  LS19  7YA. 
Tel:  Rawdon  (09737)  2143/6 
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OMPANY  PROFILE 


H.  Bronnley  &  Co  Ltd 


Exporting  soaps  to 
ver  60  countries 


The  House  of  Bronnley  is  essentially 
i  family  business  and  it  now  has  the 
listinction — in  this  world  of  cartels,  take- 
>vers  and  mergers — of  being  one  of  the 
>nly  businesses  in  its  field  which  is  still 
ntirely  privately  owned. 
It  was  founded  in  1883  by  James 
ironnley,  when  he  was  only  19.  He  was 
he  first  man  in  England  to  make  a  super- 
ne,  triple-milled  perfumed  soap,  and  his 
laughter — Mrs  G.  H.  Rossiter — is  now 
)ne  of  the  joint  directors  with  her  husband 
Mr  Hans  Rossiter.  Also  on  the  board  is 
ames  Bronnley's  grand-daughter — Ann 
tossiter — who  took  an  honours  degree  in 
istory  at  Edinburgh  University,  and  a 
tostgraduate  course  in  business  manage- 
nent,  before  joining  the  firm. 

draftsmen 

tronnley  is  a  small  firm  by  comparison 
✓ith  some  of  the  toiletry  giants,  but  this 
*i  itself  has  advantages,  for  the  personal 
ouch  is  apparent  everywhere.  There  is 
o  mass  production  as  such;  every  single 
ablet  of  soap  is  hand-finished  and  hand- 
trapped  and  every  member  of  the  staff  is 
craftsman  at  his  own  job,  from  Mr 
kossiter  who  presides  over  the  perfumery 
aboratory,  down  to  the  youngest 
mployees  engaged  in  adding  the  decora- 
ve  finishing  touches  to  the  gift  sets. 
The  perfumery  laboratory  is  small  and 
ompact,  but  the  standard  of  the  perfumes 
sets  is  high.  No  perfume  compounds 
re  bought  in  ready-made. 
The  company  carries  stocks  of  natural 
ssential  oils  to  the  value  of  around 
45,000  which  represents  quite  a  lot  of 
loney  for  a  small  firm;  the  most  valuable 
f  these  oils  are  kept  in  the  bank  under 
i>ck  and  key. 

With  such  raw  materials  as  neroli  cost- 
tig  £250kg,  otto  of  rose  at  £l,050kg  and 
ismin,  £500kg,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
ae  capital  outlay  is  so  high. 

'ood  mill 

he  company's  factory  is  at  Brackley, 
Jorthants.  Included  in  it  is  a  wood  mill 
here  the  distinctive  boxes  are  made  for 
ame  of  their  specialities  such  as  Country 
lerb  soaps  and  "lemons",  as  well  as  the 
rates  in  which  their  products  are  packed 
3r  dispatch  to  customers  all  over  the 
orld. 

The  pattern  of  the  firm's  exporting  is  a 
tudy  in  itself.  Sales  are  made  to  over  60 
□untries  .  .  .  from  Germany  to  Japan  .  .  . 

om  Switzerland  to  the  Caribbean.  But 
ot  the  same  things  to  every  country. 

ermany  imports  bubble  bath  in  large 
uantities  while  France  takes  delivery  of 


huge  numbers  of  jars  of  seashell  soaps 
and  are  now  giving  big  orders  for  import- 
ing the  Thistledown  motif  toiletries. 

Switzerland  is  "enthusing"  about  soaps 
Victoriana,  while  Finland  remains  very 
Country  Herb  conscious.  Belgium  thinks 
big,  and  likes  everything  jumbo  size,  and 
is  the  only  country  on  Bronnley's  books 
who  buy  twice  as  many  bath  size  soaps  as 
toilet  soaps. 

Sponge  soaps 

Countries  as  different  as  Holland.  Japan 
and  the  United  States  principally  buy 
Bronnley  lemon  soaps;  in  Japan,  sponge 
soaps  are  also  big  business. 

Colours  matter  ...  so  do  numbers. 
Finland  has  always  done  well  with  the 
company's  turtle  oil  soaps,  but  one  of  the 
latest  additions — English  Clematis,  which 
is  a  deep  purple  has  soared  to  the  tops 
of  the  charts  with  them.  While  the  rich 
cyclamen  of  English  Rose  is  favourite  of 
the  range  in  Japan,  where  red  is  a  lucky 
colour.  Shades  of  blue  seem  especially 
popular  in  Canada,  but  wouldn't  be 
acceptable  in  China  where  blue  is  the 
colour  of  mourning. 

Japan  will  not  accept  soaps  packed  four 
to  a  box,  for  the  number  4  is  to  the 
Japanese  considered  as  unlucky  as  13  is 
to  the  British  and  a  gift  of  four  of  any- 
thing would  be  quite  unacceptable. 

There  is  another  little  complication  in 
selling    to    Germany.    Here   the  export 

Filling  travel-size  bottles  ot  hand  and  body  lotion 


H.  Rossiter.  Bronnley  chairman 

department  must  remember  that  gift  sets 
must  always  be  referred  to  as  Christmas 
sets,  because  gift  means  poison  in 
German — and  a  "poison  set"  sounds  a 
pretty  macabre  present. 

Soaps  are  made  by  Bronnley  for 
hundreds  of  hotels  throughout  the  country 
including  the  Connaught,  the  Hilton,  the 
Inn  on  the  Park,  the  Westbury  and  the 
Dorchester  (to  name  just  a  few),  as  well 
as  for  the  exclusive  stores  in  the  States, 
like  Bonwit  Teller,  Saks,  and  Macy's  on 
New  York's  Fifth  Avenue,  Marshall  Fields 
in  Chicago  or  John  Wanamaker  in 
Philadelphia. 
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MARKET  NEWS 


per 


Little  demand 


London,  June  7:  There  was  generally  little 
demand  for  crude  drugs  during  the  week 
and  a  number  of  items  were  marked  down, 
including  white  pepper,  celery  seeds  and 
turmeric. 

Among  the  dearer  commodities  were 
Canada  balsam,  Peruvian  cochineal,  lemon 
peel  and  senega. 

Lower  prices  operated  for  Madagascar 
clove  leaf  oil,  lemongrass  and  petitgrain, 
but  patchouli  was  up  by  £O50-£0-75  per 
kg. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Adrenaline:  (Per  g)  Synthetic  1-kg  lots,  £0  059 
500  g  (£0  067);  acid  tartrate,  1  kg  (£0-44);  500  g 
(£0  05). 

Aloin:  50-kg  lots  £9  kg. 

Aminacrine  hydrochloride:  £33-50  kg. 

Ammonium  bicarbonate:  £55  metric  ton  delivered; 

carbonate  lump  and  powder  £88-20. 

Aspirin:  10-metric  ton  lots  £525  ton;  5-ton  £530; 

1-ton  £540. 

Bemegride:  BPC  £16  kg. 
Benzamine  lactate:  500-kg  lots,  £51-15  kg. 
Benzocaine:  50-kg  lots  £1-48  kg. 
Bismuth  salts:  £  per  kg. 


12i-kg  50-kg 

250-kg 

carbonate 

4-68  4-50 

4-45 

salicylate 

4  00  3-50 

subgallate 

4-30  4-10 

subnitrate 

4-25          4  05 

400 

Bromides: 

Crystals  (£  per  kg). 

12}  kg          50  kg 

250  kg 

Ammonium 

0-52  0-43 

0-40} 

Potassium 

0-47  0-38J 

0-36 

Sodium 

0-46  0-38 

0-35} 

•Powder  plus  £0-02. 
Brucine:  sulphate  £20  kg. 

Caffeine:  (50-kg)  Anhydrous  and  hydrate  £1-78  kg. 
Calamine:  BP  grade  £280  metric  ton  for  250-kg 
lots. 

Cantharadin:  £75  per  100  g. 

Chloroform:  BP  from  £222-20  per  metric  ton  in 
280-kg  drums  to  £235-97  in  35-kg  drums. 
Chlorophenesin:  50-kg   lots  £3-62}  kg. 
Dienoestrol:  50-kilo  lots  £0  07  per  g. 
Digoxin:  Up  to  25-g  lots  £2-60  per  g. 
Dimidium  bromide:  5-g  lots  £3-20  g. 
Emetine:  hydrochloride  £375  kg; — bismuth  iodide 
£212-50. 

Ephedrine:  (25-kg  per  kg)  alkaloid  £11-64;  hyrdo- 
chloride  £9-25;  sulphate  £9-50. 
Fentichlor:  50-kg  lots  £1-73  kg. 
Ferrous  fumarate:  £0-50  kg  for  50-kg  lots. 
Glucose:  (Per  metric  ton  in  10-ton  lots),  mono- 
hydrate   powder  £83-70;    anhydrous  £156;  liquid 
43°  Baume  £69  (5-drum  lots). 
Glycerin:  BP  spot  lots,  per  metric  ton:  5,000-kg 
£211-60;  1,000-kg  £214-55;  250-kg  £220-45;  under 
250-kg  £250. 

Gualacol  salicylate:  £1-40  kg  for  250-kg  lots. 
Homatropine:      (500-g)      Alkaloid     £59-10  kg, 
Hydrobromide      (£4-75;      hydrochloride  £55-30; 
methylbromide  £48-65;  sulphate  £57-25. 


Hydrocortisone:  Acetate  or  alcohol  £0-25  g. 
Hydrogen  peroxide:  35  per  cent,  £130 
1,000-kg. 

Hydroxocobalamin:  £5-25  per  g. 
Neomycin  sulphate:  BP  5-g  £27-50  g. 
Paracetamol:    1 -metric   ton   lots  £1-17   kg;  5-ton 
£1-14  kg.  For  direct  compression  £1-27  and  £1-24 
kg  respectively. 

Parachloro-meta-xytenol:  50-kg  lots  BPC  £0-94  kg. 
Paraffins:  (minimum  1-ton  lots)  liquid-BP  £0-552 
gal;  light  BPC  1963  £0-466;  technical  white  oil 
WA23  £0-422;  WA21  £0-477,  Jelly-soft  white  BP 
£95  ton;  yellow  BP  £85. 

Penicillin:  Potassium,  sodium  or  procaine,  sterile 
£9  per  1,000  Mu  for  5-25,000  Mu  lots. 
Phthalylsulphathiazole:  50-kg  lots  £1-60. 
Physostigmine:  100-g  lots  salicylate  £690  kg;  sul- 
phate £880. 

Pilocarpine:  1-kg  lots  hydrochloride  £102;  nitrate 
£95. 

Piperazine:  Under  50  kg;  adipate  £0-963  kg;  cit- 
rate £0-92};  hexahydrate  £0-663;  phosphate  £0-02}. 
Potassium  citrate:  £353  per  metric  ton. 
Potassium  permanganate:  BP  £0-22}  kg  technical 
£0-21}. 

Quinidine:  Alkaloid  (5-kg  lots)  £44  kg;  sulphate 
(50-kg)  £40-60. 

Quinine:  (Per  kg  in  85-kg  lots)  Alkaloid  £28-25; 
bisulphate  £21-85;  dihydrochloride  £27-60;  hydro- 
chloride £27;  sulphate  £23;  hydrobromide  (15-kg) 
£27-75. 

Saccharin:  BP  Powder  1  lb  and  over  £0-85; 
soluble  E0-77J  lb. 

Salicylamide:  (Per  metric  ton)  5-ton  lots  £700; 
1-ton  £710;  J  ton  £720. 

Sorbitol:  Powder  £335  metric  ton  for  over  250  kg. 
Streptomycin:  £11  kg  base;  dihydrostreptomycin 
£11-50  kg  base. 

Strychnine:    (kg)    alkaloid   £12-25;   sulphate  and 

hydrochloride  £10-50. 

Terpineol:  50-kg  lots  £0-47  kg. 

Theobromine:  Alkaloid  £13-50  kg  delivered. 

Theophylline:  (50-kg)  BP  anhydrous,  hydrate  and 

ethylenediamine    (aminophylline)    £2-23  kg. 

L-Thyroxine:  El -15  per  g. 

I  Triiodothyronine  sodium:  £2-50  per  g. 

Zinc  carbonate:  BPC  25-kg  sacks  £0-26  kg. 

Zinc  chloride:  granular  96-98%  £135  metric  ton. 

Zinc  sulphate:  heptahydrate  £44  metric  ton. 


Crude  drugs 


Balsams:  (lb)  Canada:  £1-85  spot;  shipment  £1-80 
cif.  Copaiba:  BPC  £0-50;  Para  £0  40.  Peru:  £105; 
£0-92,  cif.  Tulu:  BP  £0-70. 

Cochineal:  Tenerife  black-brilliant  £6-25  kg  spot; 
Peruvian  silver  grey  £6  shipment;  £6-10  cif. 
Lemon  peel:  Spot  £235  metric  ton;  £215,  cif. 
Menthol:  (kg)  Chinese  spot  £6;  shipment  £5-70 
cif.  Brazilian  spot  £3-60;  afloat  £3-50,  cif;  June- 
July  £3-40,  cif. 

Nutmeg:  (Per  ton,  cif).  Grenada:  80's  £570; 
sound  unassorted  £490,  defectives  £375,  all  cif. 
Pepper:  (ton)  Sarawak  black  £360  spot;  £305 
May-June,  cif;  white  £475;  £427-50  May-June, 
cif. 

Quillaia:  £460  nominal. 

Senega:  Canadian  £1-65  lb  spot;  £1-65,  cif. 
Tonquin  beans:  Para  £0-37  lb  spot;  £0-32,  cif. 

Essential  oils 

Almond:  Drum  lots  £0-60  kg. 
Amber:  Rectified  spot  £0-33  kg. 
Anise:  Chinese  £1-40  kg  spot;  £1-30  cif. 
Bay:   £5-95   spot,   shipment  £6-50,  cif. 
Bergamot:  E9-35-E11-55  kg  as  to  grade. 
Birch  tar:  Rectified  £2-35  kg. 

Bois  de  rose:  £2-30  spot;  shipment  £1-97  June- 
September. 

Buchu:  English  distilled,  £255  kg. 
Cade:  Spanish  £0-42  kg. 


Incl 


85 


Cajuput:  £1-20  kg  on  spot. 
Camphor  white:  Spot  £0-36;  £0-30  kg  cif. 
Cananga:  Java  £5  kg,  cif. 
Caraway:  Dutch  £6-50  kg;  English  £18  kg. 
Cardamom:     English    distilled    £45  kg; 
£46-50. 

Cassia:  Chinese  90  per  cent,  £2-20  kg 
cent  £2-05;  both  spot. 
Celery:  English  £27  kg;  Indian  £19. 
Cinnamon:    Ceylon    leaf   £1-45    spot,  £1-38 
Seychelles  leaf  rectified  £3,  cif.  Bark,  BP  £2 
English  distilled  bark  £88. 
Citronella:    Ceylon    spot    £1-10    kg;  £0-97, 
Clove:    Madagascar    leaf   £1-15    kg;  £1-08, 
English  distilled  bud  £17-60. 
Cod-liver:  BP  in  45-gal  lots  £31-50  naked. 
Coriander:   £8-80   kg  spot. 
Cubeb:  English,  £13  kg. 
Dill:  £5-70  kg  spot. 

Eucalyptus:  Chinese  80-85  per  cent  £0-66  kg 
bond  £0-60,  cif. 

sweet  £2  09  kg. 
Bourbon  £16  kg;  Congo 


£13- 


distilled  £39  kg;  Indian 
wood  £0-55. 


£22 


kg- 


0' 


Fennel:  Spanish 
Geranium:  (kg) 
cif. 

Ginger:  English 
Juniper:  Berry  £3  08  kg; 
Lavandin:  £2-76  kg  spot. 
Lavender:  French  from  £4-40  kg. 
Lavender  spike:  In  1-metric  ton  lots  £2-90 
Lemon:  Sicilian  £3-£6  kg  as  to  quality. 
Lemongrass:  £1-97  kg  spot;  May-June  £1-70,  j 
Lime:  West  Indian  £7-70  kg  spot;  £7-15,  cif. 
Mandarin:  £5  kg. 

Nutmeg:  East  Indian  £4-95  kg.  English  distill 
from  West  Indian  £12-75;  from  E  Indian  £13-" 
Olive:  £344-£347  metric  ton,  fob,  Spain;  S| 
£395-£405  long  ton,  duty  paid  ex  wharf. 
Orange:  Sweet  £0  54  kg  spot;  bitter  from  £3-15. 
Palmarosa:  £7-50  ka  spot,  £7,  cif. 
Patchouli:  Spot  E4-25-E5-00  kg. 
Pennyroyal:  E2-50-E2-70  kg  to  arrive. 
Peoper:  English  distilled  ex  black  £32-50  kg. 
Peppermint:  (per  kg)  Arvensis  Chinese,  sp 
unobtainable;  cif  £2-30  Sept-October.  Brazilia 
£1-60  spot;  May-June  £1-45,  cif.  America 
Piperata  from  £3-85. 
Pimento:  Berry  £4-90  kg;  leaf  £4-25. 
Pine:  (kg)  Abietis  £3-75,  pumilionis  £6;  sylvestr 
£1-62. 

Petitgrain:  £3-25  spot;  shipment  not  quoted. 
Rosemary:  Spanish  £1-55  kg. 
Sage:  Spanish  £1-85  kg  spot. 
Sandalwood:    Mysore    spot   £13-50.    East  Indt 
for  shipment  £13-40  kg,  cif. 
Spearmint:  American  from  £4-50  kg,  cif;  Chine 
spot  and  shipment  £3-80  kg. 


COMING  EVENTS 


Thursday,  June  15 
Royal  Society,  6  Carlton  House  Terrace 
London,  SW1Y  5AG,  at  4.30pm.  "Insulin: 
chemistry  and  biochemistry"  by  Doroth) 
M.  C.  Hodgkin. 

Leicester  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  al 

7.30pm.  A  treasure  hunt.  Details  from  Carl 
Bedford  (Leicester  884568). 

Courses  and  conferences 

University  of  London,  King's  College,  is 
offering  a  Master  of  Science  course  on 
powder  technology  which  will  commence  in 
October  1972.  Further  particulars  from  the 
Registrar,  King's  College,  Strand,  London 
WC2R  2LS. 
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Most  Effective  Therapy 


FULLY-FASHIONED  BABY  PANTS 


Packed  in  eye-catching  cellophane-pack  or  colourful  display-box.  Elastic 
or  taped  legs.  White,  pink,  blue,  yellow.  Small,  medium,  large,  extra- 
large.    Samples  and  price-list.    QUANTITY  QUOTATIONS.    (Mfr'd.  by) 

A.  &  H.  HEYMAN  •  H0RNDALE  AVENUE  Teh 
AYCLIFFE  INDUSTRIAL  ESTATE.  Co.  DURHAM     3307 * 
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SWORD 


SPECIAL  RETAILERVOUCHERS 


Pillarpack 


(25x10) 


30p 


Swordpack 

(50x10) 


Pillarpack 


Order  now  from  your  wholesaler 
HURRY!  while  stocks  last. 
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Controls  on  oral 
ontraceptives 
hould  be  relaxed' 

alth  visitors  should  be  allowed  to  prescribe  oral  contra- 
tives  in  suitable  cases,  Dr  Malcolm  Potts,  medical  director 
the  International  Planned  Parenthood  Federation  said  in 
ndon  on  Monday. 

Potts    maintained    that  a 
Tie  consideration  in  getting 
traception  accepted  by  the 
'er  social  classes  was  that 
plies  of  the  product  should 
made    available    to  the 
ent  at  the  time  of  "motiva- 
" — that  is,  as  soon  as  the 
1th  visitor  or  midwife  had 
rsuaded"    the    patient  to 
sider  contraception, 
/[any  doctors  were  "bored" 
handing  out  oral  contracep- 
prescriptions,  he  claimed, 
was  the  wrong  job  for  the 
tor  to  be  doing — the  skills 
olved  in  fitting  a  woman  to 
articular  brand  and  spotting 
effects  were  over-estimated. 


re  cautious 

Potts  said  he  was  not 
ocating  that  medical  super- 
on  should  be  abandoned — 
system  should  allow  for 
:rral  of  cases  presenting  spe- 
problems  to  the  doctor.  He 
eved  that  the  non-medical 
sonnel  would  be  more 
tious  than  the  doctor  in 
ding  out  the  pill, 
'o  support  his  argument,  Dr 
ts  referred  to  a  recent  paper 
gesting  that  since  the  reduc- 
in  oestrogen  dosage,  there 
been  a  fall  in  the  number 
deaths  in  which  the  pill  was 
licated.  There  were  fewer 
:s  reported  in  1970  than 
ths  from  aspirin. 

al  problems 

josition  to  Dr  Potts'  pro- 
als  came  at  the  meeting — 
ed  by  the  industry's  Oral 
traception  Information 
ltre.  It  was  agreed  that  the 
1th  visitor  could  usefully 
vide  some  forms  of  contra- 
tion  "on  the  spot"  but  there 
uld  be  little  need  where 
ily  planning  services  were 
quate.  There  were  also 
blems    of    legal  responsi- 

tv. 

it  the  same  meeting,  Dr 
G.  Harding,  medical  officer 
health  to  the  Borough  of 
nden,  described  the  opera- 
l  of  a  free  contraception 
ice  and  supplies  service.  He 
ntained  it  was  essential 
t  family  planning  advice  be 
de  available  as  an  integral 
t  of  the  health  services — 


"birth  control  shops"  were  not 
the  answer. 

Dr  Harding  reported  that 
there  had  been  a  sharp  in- 
crease in  the  numbers  attend- 
ing clinics  since  free  supplies 
had  been  made  available — but 
he  was  unable  to  say  what 
proportion  of  these  had  been 
diverted  from  normal  retail 
outlets. 
Comment  p  835. 

Commons  query 
on  presigned 
blank  scripts 

The  question  of  presigned  pre- 
scription forms  was  raised  in 
the  House  of  Commons  on 
Tuesday,  when  Mr  L.  Pavitt 
asked  the  Secretary  for  Social 
Services  if  he  would  institute 
a  penalty  for  doctors  who 
operated  this  practice. 

Sir  Keith  loseph  replied  that 
the  practice  was  among  matters 
being  discussed  with  the  general 
medical  services  committee  of 
the  British  Medical  Associa- 
tion, during  discussion  of 
revised  terms  of  service  for 
doctors. 

Answering  another  question. 
Sir  Keith  said  that  he  did  not 
intend  to  establish  a  working 
party  to  inquire  into  the  misuse 
of  barbiturate  sleeping  pills. 

He  said  that  discussions  with 
the  profession  had  taken  place 
and  he  was  considering  what 
further  measures  were  neces- 
sary. 

Public  petition 
in  Sheffield 

Sheffield  National  Health  Ser- 
vice Executive  Council  have 
been  receiving  petitions  from 
the  public  about  the  closure  of 
pharmacies  within  the  city. 
Seven  premises  were  closed  in 
1971  and  four  more  have 
closed  this  year. 

There  are  about  100  pharma- 
cies in  Sheffield  and  accounts 
suggest  that  the  closure  rate  is 
similar  to  the  national  average. 

One  petition  called  for  a 
24-hour  pharmaceutical  ser- 
vice in  the  city  centre,  another, 
carrying  approximately  500 
names,  noted  the  closing  of  a 


The  Lord  Mayor  of  Hull  (Dr  L.  Rosen)  opens  a  two-week  "Don't 
hoard  medicines"  campaign  in  Hull.  The  campaign  organised 
by  the  Hull  branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  finishes  on 
June  24.  Over  150,000  leaflets  have  been  distributed  and  there 
has  been  good  co-operation  from  schools,  doctors,  the  medical 
officer  of  health  and  television  companies 


pharmacy  in  a  particular  area 
and  asked  for  the  matter  to  be 
looked  into.  A  third  petition  of 
considerable  length  submitted 
by  those  from  an  area  housing 
predominantly  older  people 
was  concerned  about  travelling 
problems. 

A  spokesman  for  the  Execu- 
tive Council  said  in  the  present 
situation,  "the  Council  in 
general  cannot  do  anything 
about  the  problem".  It  was  a 
situation  which  was  "more  and 
more  likely  to  affect  the 
country  as  a  whole". 

Britain's  photo 
effort  in  Germany 

With  58  exhibitors  and  one 
represented  company  Great 
Britain  provides  the  biggest 
group  of  foreign  firms  at  the 
world's  largest  photo  and  cine 
exhibition,  the  Photokina, 
to  be  held  at  Cologne,  Sep- 
tember 23-October  1. 

Over  40  of  the  British  firms 
are  taking  part  in  conjunction 
with  the  British  Photographic 
Export  Group  within  the  joint 
venture  scheme  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Trade  and  Industry. 

Photokina  is  held  in  12  exhi- 
bition halls  covering  an  area 
of  1,076,500  sq  ft.  To  date, 
firm  applications  for  stand 
space  have  been  booked  by 
674  organisations  from  23 
countries.  This  means  that 
foreign  companies  outside 
Germany  constitute  51  per  cent 
of  all  exhibitors. 


Unichem  warning 
to  chemists 

The  existence  of  the  indepen- 
dent High  Street  chemist  is 
being  threatened  by  financial 
takeovers.  That  is  the  warning 
of  statement  issued  by  Unichem 
Ltd  earlier  this  week. 

Mr  Peter  Dodd  the  com- 
pany's managing  director  said: 
"The  small  chemist  has  become 
seriously  alarmed  by  the  spate 
of  takeovers  in  the  pharmaceu- 
tical industry." 

Referring  to  the  latest  merger 
between  Barclay  and  Sons  and 
Weston  Pharmaceuticals,  Uni- 
chem say  that  a  major  pharma- 
ceutical wholesale  organisation 
serving  the  profession  as  a 
whole  should  not  be  allowed  to 
join  forces  with  a  large  retail 
group  when  it  threatened  the 
livelihoods  of  the  too  rapidly 
declining  number  of  indepen- 
dants. 

The  merger  should  be  taken 
as  a  clear  warning  of  further 
dangers  ahead. 

"The  Monopolies  Commis- 
sion is  currently  investigating 
the  Boots-Glaxo  takeover,  the 
outcome  of  which,  in  respect  of 
the  'Vestric'  angle  in  particular, 
is  awaited  with  a  degree  of 
apprehension. 

"The  signs  are  clear  that  the 
independent  chemist  faces  a 
long  uphill  battle  against  com- 
petition from  the  big  multiples, 
which  will  be  magnified  if  the 
present  merger  trend  con- 
tinues." 
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Examine  pricing 
policy  advises 
VAT  Minister 

Retailers  should  examine  their  pricing  policies  in  the  situation 
that  will  exist  in  1973  when  value  added  tax  is  introduced. 
A  wrong  policy  could  help  competitors  to  progress.  They 
should  also  realise  how  the  VAT  taxed  "rolled  forward"  so 
they  would  not  be  carrying  the  financial  burden  such  as  was 
imposed  by  purchase  tax. 


That  advice  was  given  by  Mr 
Terence  Higgins,  MA,  MP,  Fin- 
ancial Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
when  he  spoke  to  the  South 
Eastern  Federation  of  Phar- 
macists at  Worthing  on  June  9. 

He  explained  the  working  of 
VAT  and  the  belief  that  it 
would  not  be  regressive. 

Registration  of  retailers 
would  commence  in  October 
1972  when  traders  would  be 
asked  to  notify  their  position 
and  whether  they  claim  exemp- 
tion, ie,  under  £5,000  turnover. 
He  believed  the  registration 
procedure  would  be  a  simple 
one  and  hoped  that  it  would  be 
possible  to  publish  a  general 
guide  to  the  tax  as  soon  as 
Royal  Assent  was  given. 

Reimbursing  tax 

Dealing  with  the  question  of 
stocks  on  which  purchase  tax 
had  been  paid  when  the  new 
tax  was  introduced  the  Minister 
referred  to  the  Committee  view 
expressed  some  years  ago  that 
decided  there  was  no  satisfac- 
tory practical  solution  to  the 
problem  of  reimbursing  tax. 
VAT  would  be  charged  on 
stocks  in  hand  on  the  com- 
mencing day. 

The  Minister  said  many 
chemists  had  written  about  the 
problem  of  tax  paid  stocks  but 
they  were  "  some  nine  months 
behind  most  of  the  people  who 
had  written  about  it". 

It  was  clear  from  investiga- 
tions when  purchase  tax  rates 
had  been  changed  and  parti- 
cularly when  traders  bought 
from  non-registered  wholesalers 
or  other  retailers  that  a  high 
percentage  did  not  know  exactly 
what  tax  had  been  paid  on 
stocks.  It  was  not  therefore, 
practical  to  make  any  allow- 
ances on  stocks.  The  sale  or 
return  consignment  schemes 
had  therefore  been  approved 
together  with  a  provision  for 
reducing  purchase  tax  before 
VAT  came. 

The  Minister  dealt  with  two 
specific  points  that  had  been 
raised  by  the  National  Phar- 
maceutical   Union.    The  first 


concerned  doubts  about  the 
cash  flow  position.  Chemists 
like  other  traders  would  be  able 
to  deduct  all  the  input  tax 
accruing  during  the  period 
being  dealt  with.  He  explained 
that  it  would  not  be  necessary 
to  pay  invoices  before  the  tax 
inputs  were  claimed. 

The  other  NPU  fear  had  been 
that  the  examination  of  pre- 
scription records  might  lead  to 
a  leakage  of  confidential  infor- 
mation. He  pointed  out  that 
the  officials  would  be  subject  to 
the  Official  Secrets  Act  and 
there  was  no  reason  to  suspect 
there  should  be  leakages.  Before 
answering  questions  the  Min- 
ister assured  members  that  the 
Government  wished  to  have 
full  consultations  before  draw- 
ing up  the  final  derails  of  VAT 
and  would  be  happy  to  receive 
representations. 

When  asked  if  he  anticipated 
that  goods  would  be  priced  in 
a  manner  that  included  the  tax 
or  if  a  price  would  be  quoted 
and  tax  added  or  shown  separ- 
ately, Mr  Higgins  replied  that 
no  decision  had  been  taken  on 
that  aspect.  He  would  like  to 
have  the  views  of  those  present. 
"It  could  be  a  tax  inclusive 
price  if  you  wish." 

Later  he  mentioned  the  use 
of  national  prices  for  purchase 
tax  purposes  "so  that  if  you 
buy  at  more  favourable  terms 
than  other  people  then  the  tax 
is  uplifted".  Under  VAT  tax 
was  charged  at  each  stage,  there 
was  no  uplift.  Asked  if  manu- 
facturers had  been  asked  to 
standardise  invoice  Mr  Higgins 
replied  that  so  far  as  possible 
they  would  avoid  imposing  spe- 
cific requirements  on  traders. 
Examples  might  be  given  but 
they  may  not  be  mandatory. 

A  member  asked  if  an  extra 
column  would  be  needed  in 
cash  books,  the  speaker  said 
"I  will  consider  very  carefully 
if  we  cannot  in  advance  of 
Royal  Assent  give  rather  more 
information  on  the  money  pro- 
visions that  will  be  necessary 
but  there  are  some  restrictions 
from  a  protocol  position". 


The  president,  Mr  J.  S.  Cannell  (centre),  presents  the  1972 
Publications  prize  to  Dr  A.  C.  Park  and  Dr  C.  B.  Baddiel 

Cosmetic  Chemists  change 
membership  rule 


Rules  relating  to  qualifications 
for  membership  of  the  Society 
of  Cosmetic  Chemists  of  Great 
Britain  were  changed  at  the 
Society's  annual  meeting. 

From  September  1  this 
year  only  graduates  would  be 
acceptable  as  members  al- 
though non-graduates  could 
still  qualify  for  associateship. 
There  was  an  "overwhelming" 
vote  in  favour  of  the  change. 

Mrs  Hilda  Butler  who  has 
been  elected  president  for  1972/ 


73  is  the  Society's  first  lady 
president.  Other  Officers  elec- 
ted for  the  1972/73  term  were 
vice-president,  Mr  G.  A.  C. 
Pitt;  secretary,  Mr  J.  C.  Mc- 
Carthy; and  treasurer,  Mr 
D.  E.  Butterfield. 

New  council  members  elec- 
ted were  Mr  F.  G.  Brown,  Mr 
K.  V.  Curry  and  Mr  R.  jf 
Chudzikowski. 

The  1972  Publications  Prize 
was  presented  to  Dr  A.  C.  Park 
and  Dr  C.  B.  Baddiel. 


Campaign  for 
a  VAT-day 
rebate 

Retailers  should  be  entitled  to 
put  in  a  claim  to  Custom  & 
Excise  for  purchase  tax  paid  on 
stock  held  on  April  1,  1973,  to 
be  treated  as  a  value  added  tax 
input. 

That  is  the  contention  of  Mr 
C.  J.  Fell,  FPS,  Saffron  Walden, 
Essex,  who  has  written  for  sup- 
port to  the  managing  directors 
of  pharmaceutical  suppliers. 

Mr  Fell  says  that  most  retail 
pharmacists  should  be  able  to 
satisfy  the  C  &  E  that  their 
claim  is  reasonable  by  showing 
a  stocktaker's  certificate  for  a 
date  within  six  months  of  the 
change  over.  "The  Chancellor 
should  be  consoled  by  the 
thought  that  any  dishonest  large 
claims  would  be  re-couped  in 
part  at  least  by  the  higher  in- 
come tax  payable  as  a  conse- 
quence." 

Mr  Fell  is  directing  his  atten- 
tion to  suppliers — having  previ- 


ously atempted  to  influence  the 
form  VAT  would  take  through 
correspondence  to  MP's  and 
letters  to  The  Times  and  The 
Economist — in  the  belief  that 
pressure  group  lobbying  will 
have  some  effect  on  the  Govern- 
ment. Some  farsighted  firms,  he 
says,  have  made  arrangements 
for  their  goods  to  be  supplied 
on  an  "on  consignment"  basis, 
so  that  their  sales  will  not  be 
adversely  affected  by  retailers' 
stock  limitation  during  the  ap- 
proach to  VAT. 

Second  reading  of 
Marketing  Bill 

A  second  reading  of  the  Multi- 
level Marketing  Bill  was  due 
on  June  16. 

The  first  draft  of  the  bill, 
concerned  with  the  new  form 
of  distribution  known  as 
"pyramid  selling",  was  sent  to 
a  number  of  organisations  con- 
nected with  marketing  and 
amendments  by  these  organi- 
sations are  now  contained  in 
the  draft  bill. 
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;DA  warning  on 

veterinary 

nedicines 

especially  careful  in  recommending  veterinary  medicines, 
aring  in  mind  that  large  numbers  of  animals  are  often 
ated  at  the  same  time,  and  the  cost  of  errors  may  be 
Lgnified  as  a  result. 


at  advice  is  given  in  the 
11  report  of  the  Chemists' 
fence  Association  Ltd,  which 
ords  that  when  a  member 
weed  killer  in  error  for 
tie  feed  supplement,  it  re- 
ted  in  the  eventual  death  of 
hit  cows. 

Vnother  member  advised  a 
mer  that  two  worm  prepara- 
ns  could  be  administered 
lultaneously  to  his  calves. 
2  farmer  did  so  and  seven 
the  calves,  valued  at  £385, 
!.  There  was  a  warning  on 
pack  of  one  of  the  products 
uch  contained  methyridine) 
no  other  treatment  for 
rms  should  be  given  within 
hours  of  administration, 
n  yet  another  case  a  farmer 
med  more  than  £1,000  from 
nember  who  had  supplied  a 
rcury-oontaining  ointment. 
i  farmer  used  the  ointment 
a  pedigree  Friesian  bull 
ch  subsequently  died  from 
cury  poisoning. 

claim 

|y  one  claim  arose  from 
alleged  transposition  of 
sis  of  medicines  dispensed 
multi-item  prescriptions.  The 
ets  involved  were  Valium 
paracetamol.  There  were 
further  cases  during  the 
r  of  eye  drops  being  dis- 
sed  with  neat  50  per  cent 
zalkonium    chloride  solu- 

ome  claims  concerned  the 
ply  of  the  wrong  product — 
tidrax/Mysoline,  phenobar- 
ne  /  ephedrine,  Stemetil  / 
azine,  Paramol  118/DF118, 
emid/Benuride. 
[embers  are  also  reminded 
the  report,  of  their  "third 
y"  responsibilities.  Damage 
caused  to  four  cars — on 
occasions  faulty  sunblinds 
apsed,  and  in  two  other 
s  damage  was  caused  by 
ng  masonry.  Prompt  repair 
lefects  and  adequate  main- 
nce  of  premises  pays  divi- 
is,  it  is  pointed  out. 
>me  claims  arising  from  the 
pe  of  liquids  from  con- 
srs  could  be  avoided,  it  is 
jested,  if  staff  were  in- 
zted  to  check  that  closures 
secured  before  handing  over 
hases  to  customers. 


Scottish  October 
conference  plans 

A  social  as  well  as  a  pro- 
fessional occasion  is  the  aim 
of  the  organisers  of  the  Scot- 
tish Conference  of  Pharmacists 
to  be  held  at  the  Strathspey 
Hotel,  Aviemore  on  Sunday, 
October  22. 

Members  are  being  encour- 
aged to  take  their  families  to 
enjoy  the  Aviemore  Centre 
facilities  including  swimming 
pool,  ice  rink,  trampolines,  and 
nature  trails.  Nearby  features 
include  Landmark  Carrbridge, 
Cairngorm  chair  lift,  and  a 
reindeer  herd. 

The  morning  professional 
session  covers  the  various  as- 
pects of  drug  mis-use,  with 
Dr  Francis  Fish,  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Strathclyde  as  one 
of  the  speakers.  It  is  also  hoped 
that  the  programme  will  in- 
clude the  first  Macmorran 
Lecture. 

The  Conference  fee  is  £7-25 
per  person  plus  £0-50  per  per- 
son occupying  single  accom- 
modation. It  includes  dinner/ 
dance  on  Saturday,  bed  and 
breakfast  (twin  room  with 
bath),  morning  coffee,  lunch  and 
afternoon  tea  on  Sunday.  Spe- 
cial terms  will  be  available  for 
children,  and  hotel  facilities 
include  a  playroom  with  a 
resident  "Nannie". 

Inquiries  and  reservations 
should  be  addressed  to  The 
Resident  Secretary,  36,  York 
Place,  Edinburgh  EH1  3HU. 

Women  doctors 
get  NHS  help 

A  new  scheme  to  enable 
women  doctors  bringing  up 
children  to  continue  to  practice 
their  profession  has  been  an- 
nounced by  Sir  Keith  Joseph, 
Secretary  for  Social  Services. 

In  answer  to  a  written  Parlia- 
mentary question,  he  said  he 
would  be  introducing  a  scheme 
to  make  it  possible  for  any 
doctor  under  55  years  of  age, 
who  cannot  practise  because  of 
domestic  commitments,  but 
intends  to  resume  a  full  medi- 
cal career  in  the  National 
Health  Service  when  these  com- 


The  silver  Unichem  trophy,  awarded  annually  to  the  winner 
of  the  Leeds  and  District  Chemists'  Golfing  Society's  competi- 
tion, has  been  won  this  year  by  Mr  Keith  Midgley.  Mr  Midgley 
(second  from  right)  is  pictured  being  congratulated  on  his 
victory  by  Mr  Mike  Jones,  the  society's  secretary,  and  also 
chairman  of  the  Leeds  and  District  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Also  in  the  photograph  are  (left)  Mr  Ken  Rutter  and  Mr  Colin 
Griffiths,  both  directors  of  Unichem  (Northern)  Ltd,  and 
(extreme  right)  Mr  John  Talbot,  director  of  Unichem  (Northern) 


mitments  lighten,  to  do  a  small 
number  of  specially  arranged 
clinical  sessions  and  attend 
some  postgraduate  medical 
education  sessions  each  year. 
Members  of  the  scheme  will 
receive  an  annual  retainer  of 
£50  to  help  cover  their 
expenses. 

The  scheme,  which  will  be 
known  as  the  Women  Doctors' 
Retainer  Scheme,  will  come 
into  operation  on  September  1. 

It  will  be  open  to  any  doctor 
unable  to  work  more  than  two 
sessions  a  week  because  of 
domestic  commitments.  The  £50 
annual  retainer  will  help  to 
cover  professional  expenses  eg 
registration,  membership  of  a 
defence  organisation,  and  the 
cost  of  a  professional  journal. 
In  addition,  the  clinical  sessions 
will  attract  pay. 

FDA  unlikely  to 
ban  saccharin 

The  inability  of  scientists  so 
far  to  establish  a  suspected 
link  with  cancer  makes  it 
appear  unlikely  that  the  US 
Food  and  Drug  Administra- 
tion will  put  a  ban  on  the 
use  of  saccharin,  reported  The 
Times  recently. 

In  January  the  FDA  ordered 
restricted  use  of  saccharin 
pending  the  final  outcome  of 
research  into  the  safety  of  the 
sweetener  (C&D,  February  5, 
pi  50).  The  agency  has  yet  to 
announce   a   further  decision. 

An  international  symposium 
of  experts  which  met  in  Wash- 
ington recently  to  report  on 
their  most  recent  findings 
failed  to  turn  up  anything 
conclusive  on  whether  sacchar- 
in  was   potentially  hazardous. 


NPU,  housewife 
agents,  and  VAT 

The  prospect  of  large  numbers 
of  people  dependent  upon 
"itinerant"  housewives  for 
their  everyday  requirements,  is 
held  out  by  Mr  J.  Wright, 
director,  National  Pharmaceu- 
tical Union  Group  in  a  letter 
submitted  to  The  Times. 

Writing  in  response  to  a  news 
item  about  the  selling  of  goods 
to  housewives'  homes  becom- 
ing liable  to  VAT — quoting 
Mr  R.  Carter,  MP,  who  con- 
sidered it  deplorable  that  VAT 
should  be  extended  to  agency- 
type  housewives  selling  in  their 
homes — Mr  Wright  says  such 
housewives  enjoy  many  advan- 
tages over  normal  retail  shops. 
They  have  no  business  over- 
heads, do  not  need  to  invest 
capital  in  stock,  are  not  sub- 
ject to  the  Shops  Act  or  the 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  Act,  can  play  on  the 
good-nature  of  their  friends  to 
persuade  them  to  buy  goods 
they  may  not  really  want  and 
do  not  need  to  pay  levies  to 
a  training  board. 

"No  doubt  Mrs  Ray  Carter 
occasionally  finds  it  convenient 
to  buy  her  cosmetics  from  a 
door-to-door  housewife.  But 
if  the  housewife  does  not  have 
the  shade  or  perfume  required. 
I  am  sure  Mrs  Carter  will  have 
no  compunction  about  going  to 
her  local  chemist. 

"The  logical  result  of  her 
husband's  suggestion  is  that 
many  shops  will  disappear  and 
large  numbers  of  people  will 
have  to  depend  on  itinerant 
housewives  for  their  everyday 
requirements",  Mr  Wright  con- 
cludes. 
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The  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Hertfordshire,  Major 
General  Sir  George  Burns,  presented  The  Queen's  Award  to 
Industry  to  the  Dietetic  Foods  Division  of  Wander  Ltd  on  June  9. 
He  is  seen  here  with  Mr  E.  P.  Godden,  managing  director,  at 
the  ceremony  which  was  held  at  the  company's  Kings  Langley, 
factory 


COMPANY 

NEWS 

Jeyes  acquire 

Danish  aerosols 
interest 

Jeyes  Group  Ltd  have  acquired 
a  50  per  cent  shareholding  in 
the  Carl  Bauder  A/S  subsidiary 
company,  Technopol  Packers 
A/S,  Copenhagen,  who  claim 
to  fill  50  per  cent  of  the  total 
Danish  production  of  aerosols. 

Jeyes  have  invested  2-million 
Kroner  in  this  venture,  and  the 
company— Technopol  Packers 
—will  now  be  re-named  Aero- 
sols International  (Scandinavia) 
Ltd.  It  will  have  direct  tech- 
nical and  commercial  liaison 
with  Aerosols  International 
Ltd,  the  Jeyes  group  subsidiary 
with  plants  at  Bracknell  and 
Wellington,  which  is  already 
the  largest  aerosol  company 
outside  the  US. 

Commenting  Mr  Ralph 
Auchincloss,  deputy  chairman 
and  chief  executive  of  Jeyes 
group  says:  "We  believe  that, 
in  partnership  with  Carl  Bau- 
der, there  are  considerable 
opportunities  for  us  to  expand 
the  business  and  profits  of  the 
Copenhagen  company". 

Carl  Bauder  A/S  is  a 
conglomerate  with  head- 
quarters in  Copenhagen  en- 
gaged in  motion  pictures, 
cosmetics,  toiletries,  household 
products  and  its  aerosols.  The 
chairman  is  Mr  F.  Brandi- 
Hansen,  and  the  company  is 
one  of  the  ten  largest  in 
Denmark. 

New  department 
for  Chas  Page 

A  new  department  has  been  set 
up  within  Chas  Page  &  Co 
Ltd,  industrial  chemists  for 
over  100  years,  to  specialise  in 
materials  for  the  perfumery, 
cosmetic  and  toiletry  trades. 

The  basis  of  this  department 
is  the  agency  for  a  French  per- 
fumery house — Descollonges 
Freres  SA.  A  member  of  the 
Lewis  and  Page  group,  Chas 
Page  also  has  agencies  for 
overseas  companies  producing 
phosphates  for  toothpaste, 
carboxymethylcellulose  for 
general  cosmetic  and  toiletry 
use,  protein  additives,  herbal 
additives,  etc. 

Mr  A.  J.  Connock,  who  was 


previously  with  Dragoco  (GB) 
Ltd  and  the  perfumery  depart- 
ment of  May  and  Baker  Ltd 
has  been  engaged  to  set  up  the 
new  department.  He  told  C&D: 
"The  plan  is  to  develop 
strongly  in  the  field  of  perfu- 
mery and  cosmetics,  but  we 
have  a  long  way  to  go  yet." 

Among  other  companies 
Chas  Page  are  UK  agents  for 
the  American  concern,  Stauffer 
Chemical  Co. 

Dr  Long  leaves 
Wellcome  board 

Dr  D.  A.  Long,  having  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  return  to 
academic  life,  has  resigned 
from  the  Board  of  the  Well- 
come Foundation  Ltd  and  has 
relinquished  his  other  appoint- 
ments within  the  company.  He 
will  act  as  a  consultant  to  the 
Foundation  for  a  period,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  will  retain 
his  office  at  the  Wellcome 
Building,  Euston  Road. 

Dr  D.  W.  Adamson,  group 
research  and  development 
director,  will  transfer  his  office 
to  the  Wellcome  Research 
Laboratories,  Beckenham.  In 
addition  to  his  Group  respon- 
sibilities he  will  discharge  the 
duties  of  director  of  W.R.L., 

Hickson&  Welch's 
interim 

Hickson  &  Welch  (Holdings) 
Ltd  made  a  trading  profit  of 
£M0m  in  the  half-year  ended 
March  31  (against  £132m  in  the 
same  1971  period).  The  interim 
dividend  of  7  per  cent  declared 


this  week  is  unchanged  from 
last  year's  interim. 

Aberdeen's  oldest 
chemist  closes 

Simpsons  Pharmacy  in  King 
Street,  Aberdeen — probably 
the  oldest  chemists  in  the  city 
— has  closed  down.  The  firm 
has  been  known  as  Simpson's 
Pharmacy  since  1855  but  is  the 
descendent  of  one  which  goes 
back  to  at  least  1816. 

Mr  A.  J.  Gray,  who  has 
been  with  the  firm  for  21  years, 
and  proprietor  for  17  years, 
has  moved  his  business  to 
Ellon,  Aberdeenshire,  where  he 
now  lives,  and  has  opened  a 
pharmacy  at  37  Station  Road. 

McKernan  to  form 
advisory  service 

Dr  W.  M.  McKernan  is  relin- 
quishing his  position  as  deputy 
managing  director  of  the  gela- 
tin division  of  Croda  Food  In- 
gredients Ltd  on  luly  31,  to  set 
up  McKernan  Scientific  Ser- 
vices, a  technical  consultancy 
and  advisory  service  to  the 
food,  fine  chemical  and  phar- 
maceutical industries.  The  new 
company  will  operate  initially, 
from  Bell  House,  Bell  Yard, 
London  WC2A  2LX  (tele- 
phone: 01-405  3960). 

In  brief 

Fujisawa    Pharmaceutical  Co, 

of  Japan  is  to  supply  Smith. 
Kline  and  French  Laboratories 
of  the  United  States  with  their 


"know-how"  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  a  new  antibiotic  de- 
veloped by  the  Japanese  firm. 
It  is  the  first  Japanese  phar- 
maceutical manufacturer  to 
sell  "know-how"  to  the  United 
States. 

Radiol    Chemicals    Ltd:  Mr 

G.  C.  Moser,  export  director 
of  Radiol  has  left  on  a  pro- 
tracted tour  of  the  major 
African  markets  with  the  ob- 
ject of  visiting  distributors  to 
outline  a  revised  marketing 
policy  in  those  areas. 

Rohm  &  Haas  Co,  Philadel- 
phia, USA,  and  their  British 
subsidiary  Lennig  Chemicals 
Ltd,  London,  have  announced 
the  start  up  of  a  new  methyl 
methacrylate  monomer  plant 
in  Seal  Sands,  Teesside. 

Dellex  Ltd  and  their  associate 
Grosvenor  of  London  have 
recently  increased  their  manu- 
facturing capacity  by  obtaining 
a  new  13,000  sq  ft  factory  at 
Aldershot,  Hants. 

Laughton  &  Sons  Ltd  are  in- 
creasing their  dividend  for  1971 
to  £0-09  per  £0-10  share  (from 
£005).  Profits  rose  from 
£256,763  to  £300,251  before  tax. 
£125,009  (£116,267). 

BDH  Chemicals  Ltd:  The  telei 
phone  number  of  the  company 
has  been  changed  to  0202-74 
5520  and  for  telephone  orders 
only  to  0202-74  6833. 

Barker  Gibson  Ltd  (Barkers 
Cash  Chemists),  309  Garratt 
Lane,  Wandsworth,  London 
SW18  was  taken  over  by  Mr:] 
S.  K.  Patel  on  June  12. 
W.  &  R.  Balston  (Modified 
Cellulose)  Ltd  is  to  be  merged 
with  Whatman  Biochemicals 
Ltd,  a  sister  company  in  the 
Balston  Group,  on  July  1. 

Mr  M.  Cagen,  MPS,  has  ac- 
quired Daltons  Pharmacy,  97 
Lidgett  Lane,  Leeds  8  and  is.j 
conducting  it  under  his  own 
name. 

LPC   Chemicals  &   Dyes  Ltd 

have  moved  to  Acorn  House, 
Victoria  Road,  London  W3 
6XU  (telephone:  01-992  4642). 

f  m 

<  '     •  *!Si 

til       v  x  — '  ' 

Shulton  (GB)  Ltd,  have  ap- 
pointed Michael  J.  Hemmings 
as  sales  manager  of  their  fran- 
chise division.  Mr  Hemmings 
joined  the  company  in  1961  as-( 
a  representative  in  the  main 
division. 

Sancella  Ltd,  have  appointed 
Mike  Beer  and  Joe  Johnston, 
executives  to  service  the  whole- 
sale sector  of  the  trade.  Mr 
Beer  will  look  after  London 
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Topical  reflections 
by  Xrayser 


knd  the  Home  Counties  and 
Mr  Johnston  Scotland  and  the 
North. 

leyes  UK  Ltd  have  appointed 
Duncan  E.  Medd  as  brand 
manager  for  their  paper  pro- 
ducts and  Richard  Richardson 
is  brand  manager  disinfectants 
ind  bleaches. 

Chanel  Ltd:  Mr  W.  D.  Rich- 
ardson has  become  marketing 
manager.  Since  1965  he  has 
been  international  marketing 
controller  for  Lentheric. 
\BM  Industrial  Products  Ltd 
iave  appointed  Mr  Arthur 
Henderson,  FCA  a  non-execu- 
tive director. 


lid  L_IL_J 


Councillor  Alex  T.  Brodie, 
MPS,  Ketton,  near  Stamford, 
Lines,  in  business  at  13  St 
Mary's  Street,  Stamford,  has 
taken  office  as  the  342nd  mayor 
af  Stamford. 

Lord  Rosenheim  was  elected 
an  honorary  fellow  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain  at  the  Council's 
meeting  last  week.  Recently 
Lord  Rosenheim  was  also 
sleeted  a  fellow  of  the  Royal 
Society. 

Professor  Jovan  Tucakov  and 
Dr  Joshua  Kohlberg  have  been 
sleeted  honorary  members  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain. 

Deaths 

Binns:  Mrs  Dorothy  Margaret 
Binns,  MPS,  APSI.  She  quali- 
fied in  1941  and  as  an  assistant 
in  Ireland  in  1964.  Mrs  Binns 
was  employed  in  the  pharmacy 
of  Miss  Burns,  Ballybrack,  co 
Dublin. 

Macgregor.  Recently,  Profes- 
sor Alastair  Gould  Macgregor, 
MD,  BSc,  FRCP,  regius  pro- 
fessor of  materia  medica  and 
head  of  department  of  thera- 
peutics and  clinical  pharma- 
cology at  Aberdeen  University 
since  1959.  He  was  aged  52. 

Before  going  to  Aberdeen  he 
was  lecturer  at  Sheffield  and 
Edinburgh  Universities.  Profes- 
sor Macgregor  served  on  many 
committees,  perhaps  the  most 
mportant  being  his  chairman- 
ship of  the  Ministry  of  Health's 
standing  joint  committee  on  the 
classification  of  proprietary 
preparations. 

Vlongey:  On  June  1,  Mi 
Lawrence  Mongey,  MPSI.  Mr 
Mongey  qualified  in  1923  and 
sonducted  a  pharmacy  in  Dun- 
garvan,  co  Waterford,  until 
about  a  year  ago  when  he 
retired. 


Court  imposes 
5p  fine 

A  fine  of  only  £0-05  was  im- 
posed upon  Mrs  Kathleen 
Crilly,  of  Balbriggan,  when  she 
was  summoned  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Ireland  for 
keeping  open  shop  without  hav- 
ing a  pharmaceutical  chemist  in 
charge  and  for  permitting  an 
unqualified  person  to  sell  a 
scheduled  poison.  The  hearing 
took  place  at  Balbriggan. 

The  solicitor  defending,  said 
that  Mrs  Crilly's  son-in-law, 
Mr  Timothy  Brett,  had  accepted 
responsibility  for  a  similar 
offence  committed  last  July, 
and  had  been  fined,  but  in 
actual  fact  the  title  of  transfer 
of  the  shop  had  never  been 
stamped  or  registered.  After 
that  case,  Mr  Brett  indicated 
that  he  no  longer  wished  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  the 
pharmacy  and  so  it  remained  in 
the  hands  of  Mrs  Crilly,  the 
widow  of  a  pharmacist. 

The  court  was  also  told  that 
Mrs  Crilly  had  done  her  utmost 
to  ensure  that  the  pharmacy 
was  properly  covered  at  all 
times;  that  the  shop  had  been 
closed  down  and  all  protected 
signs  and  symbols  had  been 
removed,  and  that  Mrs  Crilly 
had  been  at  a  substantial  loss 
because  of  what  had  occurred. 

The  Justice  said  that  in  the 
circumstances  he  would  only 
impose  a  minimum  penalty.  He 
applied  the  Probation  Act  in 
respect  of  the  offence  under 
section  30  of  the  Pharmacy  Act 
and  fined  Mrs  Grilly  £0-05 
under  section  2  of  the  Phar- 
macy Act,  1962.  The  Society 
was  allowed  £8-90  expenses. 


□  The  German  photographic 
industry  exported  56  per  cent 
of  its  output  in  1971.  Great 
Britain,  the  fourth  largest 
customer  took  products  to  the 
value  of  Dm  75-2m. 

□  A  provisional  code  of  prac- 
tice for  disposal  of  wastes  pre- 
pared by  the  Institution  of 
Chemical  Engineers  has  been 
published  and  is  available  (price 
£2  post  free)  from  the  Institu- 
tion at  16  Belgrave  Square, 
London  SW1X  8PT. 

□  This  year  daily  pollen 
counts  and  further  outlook 
bulletins  will  be  available  on 
the  telephone  by  dialling  01- 
246  8091. 


Pharmacopoeias 

I  have  read  several  times  the  somewhat  obscure  officialese 
referring  to  standards  under  the  Medicines  Act  1968  (p794): 
"From  the  declared  date" — July  1,  1972 — "the  European 
Pharmacopoeia  monographs  will  replace  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia monographs  as  the  primary  reference  under  the 
Medicines  Act  for  standards  for  medicinal  products  or 
ingredients  where  the  publication  in  which  the  standard  is 
included  is  not  specified." 

Does  that  mean  that  if  the  prescriber  fails  to  attach  the 
letters  "BP"  to  any  such  product  the  pharmacist  will  be 
required  to  consult  the  European  Pharmacopoeia?  Are  drug 
manufacturers  in  this  country  already  working  to  those 
standards?  Perhaps  someone  will  provide  the  answer.* 

It  is  further  evidence,  if  such  were  needed,  of  the  shrink- 
ing nature  of  our  world,  and  it  comes  only  a  few  years  after 
the  centenary  of  the  publication  of  the  first  British  Pharma- 
copoeia which,  in  1864,  combined  the  distilled  wisdom  of 
the  pharmacopoeias  of  London,  Edinburgh  and  Dublin. 
There  were  in  each  country  certain  marked  differences  in 
formula  of  a  number  of  galenical  preparations,  and  while 
some  standard  was  desirable,  now  that  the  three  capitals  had 
become  more  accessible,  agreement  was  not  always  possible. 

As  late  as  the  1914  issue  of  the  BP  (which  in  effect  means 
until  1932)  at  least  one  of  the  galenicals  of  the  Edinburgh 
pharmacopoeia  found  a  place  along  with  its  London  counter- 
part. But  the  work  of  the  College  of  Physicians  which  led 
to  the  publication  of  the  first  London  pharmacopoeia  in 
1618  set  standards  of  authority  in  these  islands,  to  be  followed 
in  Edinburgh  in  1699  and  Dublin  over  100  years  later. 

New  products 

To  those  on  the  register,  the  pharmacopoeia  is  that  which 
was  current  at  the  time  of  qualification,  and  to  a  considerable 
number  that  must  still  be  the  issue  of  1914,  if  only  because 
it  held  sway  for  eighteen  years.  It  seems  strange  today  to 
find  in  that  edition  a  formula  for  a  diluted  nitro-hydrochloric 
acid  and  to  recall  that  it  was  prescribed  for  many  years 
thereafter  as  acid,  nitro-mur  dil,  for  as  far  back  as  the  P.L. 
of  1863,  muriatic  acid  had  become  hydrochloric. 

There  were  now  products  in  the  BP  of  1914,  such  as 
aspirin  (though  not  described  in  that  manner)  barbitone  and 
adrenalin,  and  marching  orders  were  given  to  the  tinctures 
of  arnica  and  sumbul.  But  official  disapproval  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  guarantee  obscurity,  for  only  the  other  day  was  I 
asked  for  arnica — and  only  the  other  day  I  was  able  to  meet 
the  request. 

New  president 

I  feel  sure  that  all  will  wish  to  be  associated  with  your 
tribute  to  William  Martindale  Darling  at  the  end  of  his  term 
of  office  of  president  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  He  has 
been  at  the  helm  during  a  period  of  great  change  in  many 
fields  and  he  has  been  a  great  asset  to  pharmacy.  He  hands 
over  the  reins  to  another  energetic  and  able  member  of 
Council,  Mr  J.  P.  Kerr  who,  despite  his  middle  name,  is 
no  beginner. 

Their  close  association  extends  over  a  good  many  years, 
and  I  feel  sure  that  its  continuance  will  be  to  the  benefit  of 
the  profession.  I  wish  Mr  Kerr  all  success  in  office. 

*  The  BP  Addendum  1971  brought  BP  specifications  into  line 
with  those  of  volume  1  of  the  European  Pharmacopoeia.  The 
official  monographs  are  therefore  now  identical — Editor. 
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Take  care  of  Savlon  Babycare 

and  the  pounds 
will  take  care  of  themselves. 


Did  yOU  kllOW  that  baby  toiletries  are 
becoming  more  and  more  important 
to  chemists?  That  it  is  one  of  the  few  areas 
where  chemists  are  gaining  over  grocers? 
And  that  last  year  your  sales  increased  by 
half  a  million  pounds  over  the  year  before? 

That's  why  you're  on  to  such  a  big 
potential  money-maker  in  Id's  Savlon 
Babycare.  Babycare  is,  of  course,  a  chemist- 
only  range.  But,  even  more  important  to  you, 
it  is  the  first  range  of  baby  care  products 
specifically  formulated  to  pharmaceutical 
standards.  Each  product,  the  cream, 
shampoo,  lotion  and  talc,  is  medicated  with 
an  IGI  antiseptic  to  overcome  such  common 
skin  problems  as  nappy  rash,  cradle  cap, 
soreness  and  chafing.  So  that  mothers  are 
provided  with  a  complete  skin- care  routine. 

We're  spending  Dig  money 

on  the  biggest  baby  care  cam- 
paign ever  mounted  in  Woman, 
the  biggest -selling  women's 
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weekly  magazine.  Seven  out  of  every  ten 
women  coming  into  your  shop  will  see  our 
colour  pages  in  Woman  and  in  the  baby 
publications.  Almost  every  new  mother  will 
have  been  given  a  sample  of  the  cream  in 
hospital,  as  well  as  a  leaflet  describing  the 
whole  range.  All  this,  plus  professional 
recommendation,  is  designed  to  direct  her 
towards  your  counter  looking  for  Savlon 
Babycare. 

You  can  make  high  profit  margins  on  all 

packs  (over  40%  on  S.P.).  With  an  extra 
display  bonus  from  our  representative  if  the 
Babycare  products  are  featured  on  display. 

Now  make  sure  your  shop  carries  Savlon 
Babycare  -  the  one  doctors  and  midwives 
recommend.  Make  space  for  Savlon  Babycare 
where  your  customers  can  see  and  handle  it, 
and,  if  you  run  into  any  difficulties  in 
obtaining  supplies  from  your  wholesaler, 

contact  your  Savlon  representative 
and  he  will  sort  it  out. 


SAVLON^BABYCARE 

TRAK  MARK 

all  the  care  a  baby's  skin  needs 
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PROOUCTS 


bosmetics  and  toiletries 

Outdoor  Girl's  Naturalash 
)utdoor  Girl  are  introducing  Naturalash 
£0-59),  real  hair,  false  eyelashes  in  black 
>r  brown  which  are  scheduled  to  be  on 
ale  next  month. 

They  are  said  to  be  so  natural  looking 
hat  they  are  ideal  for  beginners  to 
xperiment  with  and  also  "for  the  shy  to 
ain  confidence  with"  (Myram  Picker  Ltd, 
look  Rise,  Kingston  By-pass,  Surbiton, 
urrey). 

i/of  only  a  cleanser 

firming  and  revitalising  treatment  as 
/ell  as  a  cleanser  is  the  description  of 
ayot's  Hemera  cleansing  milk,  available 
3|oz  (£1-70)  and  6|oz  (£2  80)  plastic 
ottles.  Suitable  for  all  skins  the  milk 
ontains  ribonucleic  acid,  biological  oils 
ind  witch  hazel  extracts  (Payot  Ltd,  139a 
Jew  Bond  Street,  London  Wl). 

Hary  Quant  scrubs  softly 
lary  Quant  have  introduced  Soft  Scrub 
E096),  a  thick  cream  which  is  presented 
ith  applicator  brush,  and  is  due  on  sale 
t  the  end  of  this  month.  It  is  designed  as  a 
ipplement  to  the  normal  cleansing  routine 
)  remove  the  last  vestiges  of  make-up 
nd  the  deep-seated  dirt  and  excess  oil 
lat  can  lead  to  bad  skin  and  ugly 
lackheads. 

The  preparation  is  said  to  work  up  into 
foamy  lather  and  is  recommended  for 
se  twice  a  week  on  oil  skins  and  once  a 
eek  on  dry  (Myram  Picker  Ltd,  Hook 
ise,  Kingston  By-pass,  Surbiton,  Surrey). 

ubinstein's  big  bold  eyes 
lelena  Rubinstein  have  introduced  kits  of 
)ur  cake  eyeshadows,  called  Minute  Big 
old  Eyes  (£1-20)  and  packed  in  cherry 
oloured  compacts  with  sponge  tip  applica- 
)r  and  mirror. 

There  are  four  combinations — the  Iced 
emon  Kit,  comprising  Iced  Lemon,  Mist 
f  Blue,  Meadow  Green  and  Watercress; 
;ed  Strawberries  kit,  comprising  Iced 
trawberries,  Alpine  Green,  Blue  Yonder, 
nd  Blue  Smoke;  Iced  Lilacs  kit,  corn- 
rising  Iced  Lilacs,  Candied  Lime,  Wood 
iolet  and  Mauve  Smoke;  and  the  Iced 
yster  kit,  comprising  Iced  Oyster,  Drift- 


wood, Seafoam  and  Aqua  Smoke.  In  each 
case,  the  first  named  shade  is  designed  for 
highlighting  just  under  the  eyebrow,  while 
it  is  suggested  the  other  three  can  be  used 
by  applying  the  pale  shade  on  the  lid,  the 
deeper  toning  colour  in  the  crease  and  the 
contrasting  colour  under  the  eye. 

The  company  have  also  launched  Nudit 
in  a  rinse-off  aerosol  spray  (£  1-55),  allow- 
ing depilation  to  be  a  much  cleaner  and 
simpler  operation,  and  Heaven  Sent  in  a 
loz  perfume  mist  (£0-60).  At  the  same 
time  the  4oz  size  is  being  offered  at  £1T5 
(value  £2)  and  the  dusting  powder  in  a 
flask  at  £0-62  instead  of  the  normal  £0  82 
(Helena  Rubinstein  Ltd,  31  Davies  Street, 
London  Wl). 

Pine  bath  milk 

Ravika  have  introduced  non-foaming  Black 
Forest  pine-needle  bath  milk,  presented  in 
100ml  glass  bottles  (£0-66)  and  said  to 
contain  conifer  oils  (Ravika  Ltd,  2a  Tot- 
tenhall  Road,  Palmers  Green,  London 
N13  6HX). 

Aronde  sun  cream 

Aronde  have  introduced  a  sun  cream 
(£0-25)  packed  in  a  gold  handbag  size 
container  (Aronde  Laboratories  Ltd,  Sher- 
bourne  Avenue,  Binstead,  Ryde,  Isle  of 
Wight). 

Eyelash  dye 

National  distribution  has  begun  for 
Dylash,  an  eyelash  dye  which  is  presented 
in  tubes  (£0-90)  and  contains  Ursol  dyes. 

It  is  available  in  black,  brown  or  blue 
and  each  pack  can  be  expected  to  give 
12  applications.  As  a  launch  offer,  a  free 
bottle  of  peroxide  is  supplied  with  each 
order  as  this  has  to  be  added  to  the  dye 
(Lon  (UK)  Beauty  Advisory  Service,  61 
Sloane  Avenue,  London  SW3  3DM). 

Yardley's  Nature  Lipids 
Making  their  debut  from  Yardley  are 
three  skin  care  preparations,  presented  in 
the  company's  new  smokey-grey  oval- 
shaped  containers.  The  newcomers,  under 
the  collective  title  of  Nature  Lipids,  are 


CANON  Tib 


formulated  for  all  skin  types  and  designed 
to  emulate  the  skin's  natural  lipids  to 
regulate  the  moisture  level. 

The  range  comprises  cream  moisturiser 
in  a  60cc  jar  (£0  89)  with  an  introductory 
offer  at  £0-54,  skin  freshener,  a  milky 
skin  tonic  in  120cc  bottles  (£0  81)  with 
half  size  introductory  offer  pack  at  £0-52 
and  cream  cleanser  in  a  120cc  jar  (£0  89) 
with  half  size  introductory  offer  pack  at 
£0-59.  Pre-loaded  merchandisers  are  avail- 
able to  stockists  (Yardley  of  London 
Ltd,  33  Old  Bond  Street,  London  Wl). 

Sachets  against  dandruff 

Feversham  have  introduced  sachets  for  Dr 
Page  Barker's  dandruff  lotion  (£0  07)  and 
dandruff  shampoo  (£005),  and  are  now 
operating  an  initial  offer  giving  63  pei 
cent  profit  on  cost  (Feversham  Products 
Ltd,  16  Devonshire  Square,  London 
EC2M  4SQ). 

Photographic 

Sib  camera  from  Silber 

A  new  SLR  camera  model  Tib  (£119  60 
and  £79-86  for  Canon  Tib  body  only) 
described  as  a  sister  to  the  Canon  Ftb 
and  using  the  same  interchangeable  lens 
system  is  available  from  J.  J.  Silber.  Full 
aperture  metering  has  been  adopted. 

The  new  camera  has  a  Canon  FD  50mm 
fl.8  lens,  eye-level  pentagonal  prism  view- 
finder,   and   a   focal   plane   shutter  with 


9  out  of  10  of  your  customers  are  watching  me 
keep  cool  on  Beecham's  £250,000  TV  campaign 
for  New  COOL  anti-perspirant  deodorant! 

Profit  from  my  experience... 

DISPLAY  A  LOT  OF  COOL 
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speeds  from  1  /  5000  to  one  second  and 
B  multiple  series.  It  also  incorporates  an 
exposure  meter  and  the  film  speed  scale 
is  from  25  -  2000  ASA.  An  "ever-ready" 
case  is  priced  at  £5-75  (J.  J.  Silber  Ltd, 
11  Northburg  Street,  London  EC IV  0AU). 

Household 

Bio-degrading  Johnson  products 
A  further  two  products  from  Johnson 
Wax's  service  products  division  are  now 
bio-degradable.  Sprint  instant  foaming 
cleanser  for  any  washable  surface,  and 
3  Way  concentrated  lavatory  cleanser 
join  the  list  of  Johnson  products  that 
contain  no  "hard"  detergents,  ie,  those 
which  cannot  be  broken  down  by  normal 
sewage  plant  treatments  (Lhe  Service 
Products  Division,  Johnson  Wax  Ltd, 
Frimley  Green,  Camberley,  Surrey). 

Sundries 

Wig-hats 

Topsy  Creations  have  introduced  a  "new 
idea"  in  hats — the  washable  Topsy  Wig- 
Hat,  (£3-50)  which  is  a  hat  fringed  by 
permanently  curled  hair. 

Hats  are  available  in  patchwork  design 
in  blue/brown,  red/black  or  red/mauve, 
and  denim  in  burgundy,  blue,  red  and 
mauve,  the  range  of  hair  colours  being 
blond,  auburn,  brunette  and  black  (Topsy 
Creations,  190  Bishopsgate,  London 
EC2M  4NR). 

For  temporary  colostomies 
Hollister  Ostomy  Products  have  intro- 
duced their  loop  ostomy  products  for  the 
management  of  temporary  colostomies. 
Current  drainage  bags  for  permanent 
colostomies  are  usually  not  large  enough 
to  fit  around  the  protruding  loop  of 
bowel  and  as  a  result  the  patient  can 
suffer  from  skin  breakdown. 

The  range  includes  loop  ostomy 
starter  set,  3jin  and  4yin  (£264  trade); 
bridge  (£5-17);  karaya  seal  gasket,  34in 
and  4jin  (£2  86)  and  drainage  stoma  bag, 
3|  and  4-Hn  (£8-80)  (Hollister  Ostomy 
Products.  Abbott  Laboratories  Ltd, 
Queenborough,  Kent). 


PRESCRIPTION 

SPECIALITIES 

AMINOPLEX  '5' 

Manufacturer  Salvia-Werk  GmbH,  Homburg/ 

Saar,  W.  Germany 

Distributor  Geistlich  Sons  Ltd,  Chester 
CH2  3QZ 

Description  Intravenous  solution  containing 
per  litre: — L-isoleucine  l-20g,  L-leucine  l-65g, 
L-lysine  HCI  3-19g,  L-methionine  2-40g, 
L-phenylalanine  l-65g,  L-threonine  l-20g, 
L-tryptophan  0-60g,  L-valine  l-95g,  L-arginine 
3-95g,  L-histidine  l-05g,  L-alanine  5-55g, 
glycine  4-50g,  L-proline  l-50g,  L-ornithine-L- 
aspartate  0-75g,  nicotinamide  0-05g,  vitamin 
B.-HCI  0  03g,  L-malic  acid  2  01  g,  electro- 
lytes: sodium  35mEq  Na+,  potassium 
15mEq  K+,  chloride  62mEq  CI-  carbo- 
hydrates: sorbitol  125g,  ethanol  50g 
Indications  Parental  feeding 
Contraindications   Irreversible  liver  damage. 


In  moderate  liver  disease,  Aminoplex  '5'  is 
not  contraindicated 

Dosage  1-3  litres  per  24  hours  for  a  70kg 
adult 

Notes  Addition  of  drugs  is  not  advisable 
Storage  At  5-25°C,  protected  from  light 
Packs  1 -litre  glass  bottle  (£5-40  trade) 
Issued  May  1972 

LIORESAL  tablets 

Manufacturer  CIBA  Laboratories,  Horsham, 
Sussex 

Description  Circular,  flat  white  tablets,  un- 
coated  with  bevelled  edges  and  scored  for 
halving.  Upper  imprint  "KJ",  lower  imprint 
"CIBA".  Each  tablet  contains  lOmg  baclofen 
Indications  Voluntary  muscle  spasticity  due 
to  multiple  sclerosis  and  certain  other  spinal 
lesions,  e.g.  traumatic  partial  section  of  the 
spinal  cord,  motoneurone  disease,  tumours, 
syringomyelia  etc 

Contraindications   History   of   epilepsy.  No 
drug  interactions  observed 
Dosage  A  gradually  increasing  dosage  regime 
should  be  followed,  5mg  three  times  a  day 
for  a  minimum  of  three  days,  increasing  by 
5mg  daily  at  a  minimum  of  three-day  inter- 
vals until  optimal  therapeutic  effect  obtained, 
usually  between  40mg  and  60mg  daily 
Precautions  Patients  with  a  proven  history 
of  peptic  ulceration  and  severe  psychiatric 
disturbances    should    only    receive  Lioresal 
under  close  medical  supervision 
Side  effects  Hypotonia  and  fatigue.  Nausea, 
vomiting,  day  sedation  and  confusion  have 
occurred.  The  incidence  of  these  effects  may 


be  decreased  by  reducing  the  dosage  with 
little  or  no  loss  of  therapeutic  efficacy 
Pack  £5-84  for  100  tablets  (exempt  purchase 
tax) 

Supply  restrictions  Recommended  on  prescrip- 
tion only 

Issued  June  19  1972 

MALATEX  cream  and  solution 

Manufacturer  H.  N.  Norton  &  Co  Ltd, 
133A  Shawbridge  Street,  Glasgow  G43  1QQ 
Distributor  Vestric  Ltd  branches 
Description  Cream  containing  propylene 
glycol  1-7  per  cent,  malic  acid  0-36  per  cent, 
benzoic  acid  0024  per  cent,  salicylic  acid 
0  006  per  cent.  Solution  containing  propylene 
glycol  40  per  cent,  malic  acid  2-25  per  cent, 
benzoic  acid,  0-15  per  cent,  salicylic  acid 
0  0375  per  cent 

Indications  As  a  desloughing  agent  where 
wound  healing  is  retarded  by  the  existence 
of  slough,  varicose  and  indolent  ulcers, 
pressure  sores  and  burns 
Method  of  use  The  affected  part  should  be 
cleansed  with  solution  ;  the  cream  should  be 
applied  to  the  cleansed  surface.  This  should 
be  repeated  twice  daily 

Side  effects  Mild  pyrexia  is  possible  in  cases 
of  extensive  burns 

Precautions  Due  to  the  acidic  content,  care 
should  be  taken  to  avoid  contact  with  the 
eyes 

Packs  Solution— 500-ml  bottle  (£0-75  trade) 
Cream  100-g  jar  (£0-75)  and  125-g  tube 
(£0-75). 

Issued  :  June  1972 


INTRODUCTORY  SACHET  OFFER 

gives  AQO/ 

OO  /O  PROFIT  on  Cost  (39%  on  selling) 


^DOCTOR 

I  Page- 
IBarkersi 

SPECIAL 
OFFER 

£3-65 

1  Box 
4  Boxes 

Normal 
£104 
£4  16 

[dandruff 

LOTION 

P.Tax 
26p 
£104 

Public 

7p 
each 

also 

D.43 

1  Box 

£0-75 

1  DANDRUFF 

19p 

5p 

4  Boxes 

£3  00 

I  SHAMPOO 

£2  60 

75p 

each 

25  sachets  per  box 

Expires 
30  JUNE 
any  4 
boxes 
qualify 

FEVERSHAM  PRODUCTS  LTD.,16  DEVONSHIRE  SQUARE, LONDON  EC2M  4SQ  TeLOl  247  2649 


:arleys  in  shrink  wrap  for  C&C 

To  meet  the  special  requirements  of  cash- 
ind-carry  outlets  Farley's  Infant  Food 
.td,  Torr  Lane,  Plymouth,  PL3  5UA, 
lave  recently  been  carrying  out  intensive 
;tudies  on  the  packaging  of  their  products, 
n  particular  a  special  three-month  study 
vas  conducted  on  the  use  of  shrink  wraps 
:or  selected  products.  The  result  was  that 
;ales  rose  more  than  13  per  cent. 

Consequently  the  company  has  now 
idopted  shrink  wraps  for  three  of  its 
najor  products.  Farley's  rusks  (12  packets 
)f  6)  Farex  fingers  (12  packets  of  18) 
-arlene  (12  8oz  packets). 

In  each  instance  the  standard  case  is 
14  packets,  and  the  new  sizes  are  available 
n  cash-and-carry  outlets  only. 

"They  are  in  effect  tailor-made  for  their 
>urpose",  explains  product  manager  Mr 
3rian  Farrar.  "On  the  one  hand  shrink 
trapping  adds  impact  and  sales  appeal 
n  cash-and-carries,  and  on  the  other  the 
I  dozen  case  helps  widen  distribution  es- 
jecially  to  the  smaller  retailers  who  do 
lot  have  adequate  space  to  stock  the 
Standard  2-dozen  cases,  even  of  rapidly 
;xpanding  lines  like  Farex  fingers". 

'resenting  Cyclax 

Tyclax  Ltd,  65  South  Molton  Street, 
^ondon  Wl,  are  now  packing  their  skin 
>racer  tissues  in  sachets  (£0-04,  three  for 
:0-10).  They  are  also  offering  Moistura 
it  £0-85  instead  of  £1-45  for  a  limited 
period  and  a  special  introductory  size  of 
^eojuven  cucumber  soap  for  £0-70. 

Easy  selection  and  fixing 

Bylure  Ltd,  Grange  Industrial  Estate, 
Cwmbran,  Mon  NP4  2XR,  are  now  pre- 
senting their  Easyfix  nails  in  a  new  pack, 
ivith  instructions  explaining  that  the  nails 
lan  be  prepared  12  hours  before  they  are 
worn  and  a  new  counter  merchandiser 
:ontaining  six  boxes  and  a  selector.  Until 
luly,  the  current  trade  price  remains  in 
operation  despite  the  retail  price  increas- 
ing to  £0  79  from  June  15. 

Valstock  Valuers 

Valstock  Valuers  draw  attention  to  the 
sconomic  terms  for  their  stocktaking,  audit 
transfer  and  probate  services.  They  are  at 
79  Griffiths  Road,  London  SW19,  the 
premises  previously  occupied  by  Kingston 
Associated  Valuers  that  ceased  to  trade 
earlier  this  year.  We  regret  that  the  adver- 
tisement appearing  in  the  June  Quarterly 
Price  List  refers  to  the  defunct  company 
instead  of  Valstock  Valuers. 

Cool  at  the  crease 

As  in  previous  years,  Shulton  (Great 
Britain)  Ltd  are  supplying  the  MCC  and 
Australian  cricket  teams  with  men's  toilet- 
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ries  for  use  in  the  dressing  room  during  the 
five  test  matches  in  the  1972  cricket  season. 

Last  year  the  MCC  toured  Australia 
and  took  plenty  of  Shulton  products  with 
them,  and  were  restocked  by  Shulton's 
Australian  company  when  the  bottles 
began  to  run  low. 

Change  in  terms  of  business 

W.  R.  Warner  and  Co  Ltd,  Eastleigh, 
Hants,  announce  a  change  in  their  terms 
of  business  with  effect  from  July  1. 
Discounts  will  then  be  5  per  cent  on 
orders  of  £25  and  1\  per  cent  on  orders 
of  £100.  Carriage  will  be  paid  on  orders 
of  £10  and  direct  orders  below  this  value 
will  be  subject  to  a  handling  charge. 

Vestric  value 

Vestric  Ltd,  Chapel  Street,  Runcorn, 
Cheshire,  are  now  distributing  the  second 
edition  of  Vestric  Value,  the  discount 
order  pad  introduced  last  year  to  en- 
courage minimum  quantity  buying.  To 
qualify  for  discount,  orders  must  be  at 
least  four  assorted  packs,  and  as  well  as 
the  5  per  cent  a  further  2  per  cent  is 
offered  for  payment  within  14  days. 

Free  VAT  guide 

NCR  has  produced  a  basic  guide  to  value 
added  tax  for  the  retail  trades,  covering 
an  introduction  to  VAT,  methods  of  mak- 
ing returns  to  the  Customs  &  Excise  and 
VAT  record  keeping.  A  reproduction  of 
the  tax  returns  form  is  also  included, 
together  with  a  cautionary  note  about 
penalties  which  will  be  incurred  if  returns 
are  not  made  and  adequate  records  kept. 

Copies  may  be  obtained,  free  of  charge, 
from  SP  &  A  Dept,  The  National  Cash 
Register  Co  Ltd,  206  Marylebone  Road, 
London  NW1  6LY. 

Seton  'Leg'  Drainage  Bag 

The  Seton  "leg"  drainage  bag,  previously 
supplied  only  by  MSA  Ltd,  can  now 
also  be  obtained  direct  from  the  manufac- 
turer, Seton  Products  Ltd,  Tubiton 
House,  Medlock  Street,  Oldham,  Lanes. 
The    "leg"    bag,    designed    for  the 


ambulant  or  chair-ridden  patient  who  is 
incontinent  of  urine,  incorporates  a  non- 
return valve  and  drainage  outlet  and  can 
be  used  either  with  an  indwelling  catheter 
or  male  incontinence  sheath. 

Manufactured  from  soft  PVC,  it  is 
presented  individually  wrapped,  complete 
with  fastening  tapes,  in  boxes  of  10 
(sterilised  by  ethylene  oxide).  Also  avail- 
able from  Seton  is  a  one  piece  male 
incontinence  sheath  in  three  sizes.  In 
addition  to  being  used  with  the  "leg" 
drainage  bag,  these  may  also  be  used 
with  the  Seton  range  of  bedside  urine 
drainage  bags. 

Bumper  Johnson  baby  powder 

Johnson  &  Johnson  Ltd,  Slough,  Bucks, 
have  introduced  a  bumper  size  container 
of  their  baby  powder,  454g  (£0-49),  which 
is  156g  more  than  the  next  size. 


Oakes  &  Co  Ltd,  Hutton,  Essex.  Dentyr- 
bleach  in  redesigned  packaging.  14  in- 
voiced as  12  (until  July  31). 

Vestric  Ltd,  Chapel  Street,  Runcorn, 
Cheshire.  Aquaclene.  12  invoiced  as  10, 
for  as  long  as  stocks  last.  Packs  come  in 
self-service  display  outer  during  this 
period. 

Wilkinson  Sword  (Acton)  Ltd,  Sword 
House,  Great  West  Road,  Brentford, 
Middlesex.  Banded  special  retailer 
vouchers  on  packs  of  blades,  worth  30p 
on  the  25  x  10  pillarpack  and  on  the 
50  x  5  sword  pack  and  15p  on  the  25  x  5 
pillarpack.  Vouchers  are  redeemable  until 
September  30  from  Wilkinson  Sword 
Voucher  Offer,  21  Seymour  Road,  East 
Molesley,  Surrey. 

William  Freeman  &  Co  Ltd,  Suba-Seal 
Works,  Staincross,  Bamsley,  Yorks.  Suba- 
Seal  and  Suba-Screw  hot  water  bottles. 
5  per  cent  discount  on  all  orders  placed 
prior  to  June  30  and  for  delivery  before 
December  31. 


10  of  your  customers  are  watching  me 
n  Beecham's  £250,000  TV  campaign 
0L  anti-perspirant  deodorant! 
Dm  my  experience... 

AY  A  LOT  OF  COOL 
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Chemists  advisory 

panel  planned 

by  new  UK  company 


BGP  Cosmetics 

(Division  of  G.  0.  Woodward  and  Co.  Limited), 
225  Putney  Bridge  Road, 
London,  S.W.1 5 


"A  marriage  between  retailer  and  manu- 
facturer". That  phrase  summarises  the 
underlying  policy  towards  the  cosmetics 
industry  of  Mr  Neil  Brookwick,  mana- 
ging director  of  Bonne  Bell  Ltd,  the 
American  company  which  has  entered  the 
UK  market  this  month. 

At  present  the  range  is  being  sold 
through  selected  department  stores  only, 
but  is  intended  that  early  next  year  a 
selective  distribution  network  to  chemists 
will  begin  to  be  set  up. 

Accompanying  this  step  will  be  several 
unusual  facets  of  operation,  as  Mr  Brook- 
wick  revealed  in  an  exclusive  interview 
'    with  C&D. 

Because  of  the  great  importance  he 
attaches  to  close  liaison  between  retailer 
and  manufacturer,  he  is  planning  to  insti- 
j  gate  a  form  of  advisory  panel,  consisting 
of  four  or  five  pharmacists  probably  from 
the  London  area,  who  will  meet  regularly 
to  exchange  ideas  and  be  consulted  on  the 
basis  of  a  pre-selection  committee  for 
products  that  are  being  considered  for 
introduction  into  the  UK  from  the  United 
States.  In  the  long-term  too  Mr  Brook- 
wick sees  such  a  group  as  providing  a 
useful  forum  for  assessing  retailers'  opin- 
j  ions  on  the  future  of  cosmetics  through 
their  outlets. 


Rationalise  stock 

Not  only  is  he  a  strong  advocate  of  the 
theory  that  pharmacists  themselves  should 
rationalise  stock,  he  believes  the  manu- 
facturer also  has  a  vital  role  to  play  in 
this  respect.  An  example  is  that  he  in- 
tends to  restrict  the  range  of  lipstick 
shades  to  a  maximum  of  a  dozen,  or  less 
if  possible,  replacing  a  few  at  a  time 
according  to  the  dictates  of  fashion. 

This  approach  indeed  reflects  the  over- 
all strategy  of  Bonne  Bell  who  aim  to 
keep  the  range  constant,  priding  them- 
selves on  customer  loyalty  to  the  indi- 
vidual products  as  well  as  to  the  brand. 

In  this  country,  however,  distribution 
will  not  be  general.  Mr  Brookwick  plans 
to  set  up  a  franchise  and  feels  that  a 
selective  marketing  programme  with  major 
outlets  should  be  adequate,  providing  the 
range  is  supported  sufficiently  at  point  of 
sale. 

In  return,  the  company  hope  to  offer  a 
comprehensive  and  thorough  service,  in- 
cluding a  monthly  to  six-weekly  journey 
j  cycle  to  all  stockists  by  representatives 
who  will  carry  out  a  system  of  cross 
merchandising  between  outlets  to  ensure 
the  pharmacist  is  never  left  with  quanti- 
ties he  is  unable  to  move.  This,  asserts 
Mr  Brookwick,  should  be  standard  prac- 


tice throughout  the  industry  as  "it  is  just 
common  sense". 

In  addition,  he  proposes  to  recruit  staff 
to  travel  the  country  holding  promotional 
demonstrations  of  the  products.  "A  custo- 
mer in  a  provincial  pharmacy  is  just  as 
important  as  the  one  in  a  major  depart- 
ment store  in  a  major  city,"  he  explained, 
"although  that  doesn't  mean  her  tastes  will 
be  the  same.  I  think  far  more  attention 
should  be  paid  to  the  regional  differences 
when  deciding  on  a  sales  pattern." 

Bonne  Belle,  based  in  Ohio,  was  foun- 
ded in  1927  by  Mr  J.  G.  Bell,  father 
of  Bonne  Bell  after  whom  the  range  of 
cosmetics  is  named.  She  is  executive 
vice-president  and  is  actively  involved  with 
the  company,  which  remains  a  family 
concern;  her  husband,  Bill  Eckert  is 
vice-president  in  charge  of  international 
sales,  while  her  brother,  Jess  is  president. 

Two  products  of  particular  interest  are 
Well  Spring  (C&D,  May  20),  and  Ten-O- 
Six  lotion,  which  is  claimed  to  be  the 
biggest  selling  combined  cleanser  and 
toner  in  America.  A  golden  liquid  it  con- 
tains isopropanol,  and  is  said  to  have  been 
efficacious  for  such  complaints  as  sun- 
burn, nettle  rash,  and  athlete's  foot  as 
well  as  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
originally  intended. 

An  indication  of  its  success  is  that  in 
addition  to  being  sold  in  quarts  and  pints, 
the  annual  promotion  in  May  consists  of 
many  thousand  one-gallon  containers 
emerging  from  the  American  production 
line,  and  apparently  this  package  grows 
in  popularity  each  year. 

The  remainder  of  the  range,  of  which 
approximately  half  is  currently  being 
marketed  in  the  UK,  includes  medicated 
make-up,  Ten-O-Six  shampoo,  cleansing 
bar  and  tissues,  face  powders,  suntan 
preparations  and  glosses. 

Cold  sterilisation  service 

The  cold  sterilisation  of  medical  supplies 
by  ethylene  oxide  vacuum  fumigation  is 
offered  by  Rentokil  Ltd's  fumigation 
division,  Morocco  Street,  South  London. 

The  service  can  also  be  used  for  sterilis- 
ing talcum  powder,  false  eyelashes,  cos- 
metics and  pharmaceutical  commoditiies 
such  as  powdered  senna. 

A  built-in  circulation  system  produces 
even  and  rapid  distribution  of  the  fumi- 
gant  and  under  vacuum  its  insecticidal 
and  bactericidal  effect  is  improved  by  the 
lack  of  oxygen.  No  heat  is  applied  so  the 
goods  suffer  no  change  during  treatment. 

The  Degash  fumigation  equipment  used 
can  also  be  supplied  by  Rentokil  to 
organisations  wishing  to  purchase  their 
own  treatment  plant. 
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Syntex  top  salesgirls 

Syntex  Pharmaceuticals  latest  competition 
for  salesgirls  begins  on  Monday  and  runs 
until  July  14. 

During  this  four-week  period  the  assis- 
tant who  sells  the  most  Syntex  skin  care 
products  in  her  area  will  win  £25. 

In  addition,  the  five  runners-up  in  each 
of  the  five  regions  (Scotland,  Northern 
Ireland  and  the  North;  East  and  West 
Midlands;  Wales  and  the  West;  London; 
and  the  South  East)  will  receive  a  special 
travelling  case. 

Competition  scorecards  which  have  to 
be  countersigned  by  managers  and  re- 
turned to  Syntex  by  July  20,  are  enclosed 
with  copies  of  Pharmscript  or  are  avail- 
able direct  from  Skin  Care  Division,  Syn- 
tex Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  St  Ives  House, 
Maidenhead,  Berkshire. 

Anadin  wild  words 

Anadin  are  running  a  "wild  words  com- 
petition" for  retail  pharmacists,  which  is 
open  until  the  end  of  August  and  consists 
of  placing  eight  product  selling  points  in 
their  order  of  importance. 

To  qualify  for  entry  a  total  of  nine 
:ards  have  to  be  collected  to  make  up 
the  sentence :  "For  tense  nervous  head- 
ache nothing  sells  faster  than  Anadin". 
A  card  carrying  one  of  these  words  is 
included  in  each  special  pack  of  standard 
quantities.  Prize  winners  will  receive  a 
credit  note  to  the  value  of  their  qualifying 
arder  (International  Chemical  Co  Ltd, 
11  Chenies  Street,  London  WC1E  7ET). 

Stop  'n  Grow  outer 

Stop  'n  Grow  is  now  available  in  display 
Duters  containing  three  units,  each  with 
i  showcard  already  mounted  in  position. 
This  product,  claimed  to  be  the  leading 
anti-nail  biting  preparation,  is  promoted 
:hrough  women's,  teenage  and  the 
national  Press  (Mentholatum  Co  Ltd, 
plough,  Bucks). 

■Barex  advertising 

fearex  ear  drops  and  swim  plugs  are  now 
feeing  advertised  extensively  in  all  national 
■newspapers  (Earex  Ltd,  Tulketh  Street. 
■South port,  Lanes). 

Bio-Strath  for  tennis 

~rom  next  week,  Bio-Strath  is  being  adver- 
ised  in  the  Daily  Mirror,  Daily  Express, 
Evening  Standard  and  on  the  London 
inderground  to  coincide  with  the  Wight- 
nan  Cup  and  the  Wimbledon  tennis 
ournament  (Stratenport  Ltd,  Stratenport 
-louse,  Tring,  Herts). 

^entheric  on  television 

\  new  policy  for  the  Lentheric  organisa- 
ion  is  now  emerging  with  the  use  of 
elevision  for  advertising  some  of  their 
products  for  the  first  time.  Recently  Tweed 
'arfum  de  Toilette  appeared  in  Scotland 
ind  as  support  for  Fathers'  Day  gift  shop- 
>ing,  Onyx  after  shave  balm  was  shown 
n  London  last  weekend  and  yesterday 
nd  also  is  to  appear  today.  This,  accord- 
ng  to  a  company  spokesman,  could  be 
ollowed    by   more   extensive  advertising 


through  this  medium  (Lentheric  Morny 
Ltd.  17  Old  Bond  Street,  London  W1X 
4AY). 

Scotties'  make-up  hints 

Until  the  end  of  next  month,  all  Scotties 
white  and  rainbow  packs  are  carrying  a 
series  of  hints  with  two  of  the  four 
provided  by  Revlon — one  on  make-up 
and  the  other  on  skin  care.  The  set  is 
completed  by  crochet  (Sirdar)  and  colour 
in  the  home  (Berger  Paints)  (Bowater- 
Scott  Corporation  Ltd,  Bowater  House, 
London  SW1X  7LR). 

Olympic  sponsors 

The  British  team  at  the  Munich  Olympic 
Games  in  August  are  to  be  protected  from 
the  sun  by  Chefaro  Proprietaries'  Sylva- 
sun,  the  vitamin  A  based  tablets.  Among 
the  other  manufacturers  who  have  donated 
products  are  Bronnley,  Faberge  and 
Ritters,  whose  Muesli  is  claimed  to  have 
been  chosen  as  the  only  breakfast  cereal 
to  be  provided  for  Olympic  competitors. 

Consumer  offers 

□  A  sachet  of  US  herbal  bath  free  with 
each  size  of  US  anti-perspirant  (Johnson 
Wax  Ltd,  Frimley  Green,  Camberley, 
Surrey). 


□  On-pack  Jeypine  disinfectant  offer  of 
an  Agfa  Iso-Pak  camera  with  carrying 
strap,  instruction  book  and  cartridge  of 
colour  film  for  £2-88,  a  saving  of  £170, 
as  well  as  a  free  film  for  life  (Jeyes  (UK) 
Ltd,  Brunei  Way,  Thetford,  Norfolk). 


i_n  =  London;  M  =  Midland;  Lc  =  Lancashire, 
Y  =  Yorkshire;  Sc  =  Scotland;  WW  =  Wales 
and  West;  So  =  South;  NE  =  North-east;  A  = 
Anglia;  U  =  Ulster;  We  =  Westward;  B  = 
Border;  G  =  Grampian;  E  =  Eireann;  CI  = 
Channel  Islands. 

Alka-Seltzer:  All  areas 

Anne  French  cleansing  milk:  Ln 

Anne  French  cream  cleanser:  M 

Aquasil:  So 

Bisodol:  Y,  NE,  U 

Close  Up:  All  except  E 

Cutex  colour  schemers:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  Y, 

Sc 

Elastoplast:  All  except  U,  E 

Elnett  Satin:  All  except  E,  CI 

Erasmic:  Ln,  Lc,  Y,  So,  NE,  A 

Fresh  &  Dry  Alpine:  Y,  WW 

Fresh   &   Dry   with   natural   herbs:  All 

except  E,  CI 

Harmony  Protein  Plus:  All  except  E 
Immac:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  Y,  WW,  So,  NE,  U, 
B,  CI 

Light  powder  Arrid  extra  dry:  All  except 
U,  E 

Polaroid  sunglasses:  All  areas 

Polaroid   Super   Swinger   cameras:  All 

areas 

Rennies:  All  except  U,  E 

Shield:  All  except  E 

SR:  All  except  E 

Sunsilk  shampoo:  All  except  E 

Sure:  All  except  E 

US  anti-perspirant:  All  except  U,  E 

Vapona:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  Y,  Sc,  WW,  So,  NE, 

A,  B 

Vapona  Spirelle:  So 

Wilkinson  Sword  blades:  All  except  E 


9  out  of  10  of  your  customers  are  watching  me  J 
keep  cool  on  Beecham's  £250,000  TV  campaign  H 
for  New  COOL  anti-perspirant  deodorant! 

Profit  from  my  experience... 

DISPLAY  A  LOT  OF  COOL  1 


c 


— Chemist  &  Druggist    June  17,  1972 


Meet  Fred 
At  heart  he's  just  a  great 
big  softy  But  he's  a  great 
one  for  sales. 


He's  our  great  new  Calgon  character.  Promoting 
Calgon  in  its  new  hard-selling  re-styled  pack. 

Your  customers  will  be  seeing  them  both  in 
full  pages  in  Good  Housekeeping,  Homes  and  Gardens, 
Woman  and  Home  and  Ideal  Home. 

Half  pages  in  the  Sunday  Times  and  Daily 
Telegraph  colour  supplements. 

And  big  spaces  in  the  women's  pages  of  the 
Observer,  Sunday  Express  and  Guardian. 

They'll  be  getting  the  message  about  hard  water. 
And  learning  about  Calgon — the  unique  double 
action  water  softener  and  laundry  conditioner 

There's  plenty  of  profit  in  hard 
water.  If  you  stock  Calgon. 

Albright  &  Wilson  Ltd., 
Domestic  Products  Dept., 
P.O.  Box  3,  Oldbury, 
Warley,  Worcs. 
Tel:  o2i-cc2  3333. 


DOUBLE  ACTION  CALGON 

NEW  PACK.  NEW  PITCH. 
^  GET  IN  THERE  FAST. 
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Competition,  you 
and  the  law 


Dy  Ewan  Mitchell 

Dnce  upon  a  time,  the  chemist  sold  drugs, 
lotions  and  other  pharmaceutical  sup- 
plies— and  the  grocer  dealt  in  groceries. 
Today,  the  chemist  may  sell  anything 
rom  gifts  to  gramophone  records — while 
he  grocer  deals  in  "patent"  medicines, 
anitary  towels  and  as  many  traditional 
:hemists'  supplies  as  are  likely  to  sell  well 
without  supervision.  It  is  therefore  essen- 
ial  for  ohemists  to  see  how  far  the  law 
:an  help  him  to  cope  with  this  sort  of 
ompetition. 

If  you  own  the  freehold  of  your  pro- 
perty, and  you  have  planning  permission 
:or  retail  operations — and  provided  that 
/ou  do  not  advertise  improperly  or  spread 
I'our  wares  on  your  forecourt,  so  as  to 
:reate  a  "nuisance" — and  provided,  of 
;ourse,  that  you  close  on  the  appropriate 
Jay  and  half  day — the  law  will  let  you 
;et  on  with  your  job.  You  may  sell  what- 
:ver  you  wish. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  you  are  a  tenant, 
/ou  must  comply  with  the  terms  of  your 
ease  or  tenancy  agreement  or  you  are  in 
preach  of  your  contract  with  your  land- 
ord.  Once  again,  the  law  will  not  inter- 
fere with  the  arrangements  vou  make  with 
he  landlord-but  it  will  help  him,  if 
lecessary,  to  force  you  to  comply  with 
ts  terms. 

Often,  landlords  of  shopping  parades 
will  include  in  each  lease  a  restrictive 
:ovenant,  intended  for  the  benefit  of  other 
enants.  This  will  restrict  a  shop  to  sales 
of  a  particular  kind.  You  may,  for 
nstance,  be  restricted  to  "chemists'  sup- 
plies"— and  if  you  sell  toys  or  stationery, 
you  may  find  yourself  in  breach  of 
:ovenant.  Your  landlord  could  apply  to 
he  court  for  an  injunction,  to  restrain 
you  from  contravening  your  lease.  And 
he  court  could  award  damages,  to  com- 
pensate your  landlord  for  any  loss  which 
he  judge  thought  that  he  had  suffered 
is  a  result  of  your  breach  of  covenant. 
In  some  cases,  the  breach  would  be 
ear-cut.  Even  today,  items  of  garden 
furniture  (for  example)  could  hardly  be 
justified  as  "chemists'  supplies".  But 
sometimes  the  decision  could  be  border- 
ine.  Elasticated  stockings  may  have  medi- 
cal uses.  Special  shoes  for  correcting 
fallen  arches  would  no  doubt  come  out- 
side your  sphere;  but  what  of  the  exer- 
cise sandals? 

Nobody  can  give  you  any  clear  defini- 
ion  of  "chemists'  supplies,"  although  the 
advertisements  in  Chemist  and  Druggist 
would  probably  help  a  court  to  decide 
the  ordinary  articles  coming  within  the 
scope  of  that  definition.  But  in  one 
unreported)  county  court  case,  not  long 
ago,  a  judge  restrained  a  grocer — restric- 
ted, in  his  case,  to  selling  groceries — from 
retailing  aspirins,  disposable  nappies  and 
other  chemists'  supplies. 


If  a  pharmacv  is  faced  with  potential 
competition  from  a  new  (or  existing) 
supermarket — or  grocery,  stationery  shop, 
or  other  enterprise  which  decides  to 
branch  into  "chemists'  supplies",  then  the 
best  hope  of  putting  a  stop  to  the 
competition  is  via  the  landlords — assum- 
ing, that  is,  that  there  are  mutual  coven- 
ants in  the  leases.  But  if  you  hold  your 
tenancies  from  different  landlords,  the 
chances  are  that  the  law  can  do  nothing 
to  be  of  assistance.  However,  if  appro- 
priate discuss  it  with  the  NPU. 

You  could  try  applying  some  pressure 
through  the  local  chamber  of  commerce. 
You  might  even  have  a  word  with  the 
proprietor — or  one  of  the  directors — of 
the  competing  firm.  After  all,  just  as 
they  could  harm  your  business,  it  is 
possible  that  you  could  damage  theirs. 

Now  suppose  that  suppliers  of  fast- 
selling  lines  of  cosmetics,  decline  to  accept 
any  further  orders  from  you,  because  they 
are  to  receive  much  larger  orders  from 
your  competitors,  provided  that  the  lines 
go  exclusively  to  them.  What  are  your 
rights? 

There  is  no  law  which  requires  your 
suppliers  to  accept  new  orders  from  you. 
They  must,  of  course,  comply  with  the 
contracts  which  thev  have  already  made. 
But  if  they  can  do  better  by  dealing 
exclusively  with  your  competitors,  that 
is  their  privilege. 

As  with  stock,  so  with  staff.  Your 
competitors  may  attract  your  employees 
to  their  business,  if  they  wish.  Provided 
only  that  they  do  not  induce  your  em- 
ployees to  leave  your  service  without 
giving  proper  notice — and  hence  that  they 


do  not  lay  themselves  open  to  a  claim 
for  damages  for  inducing  a  breach  of 
contract — they  are  free  to  raid  your  pay- 
roll list,  as  they  wish. 

Still,  you  can  console  yourself  with  the 
thought  that  the  law  is  fair  to  all.  If  you 
can  rob  your  competitors  of  their  sup- 
pliers by  insisting  upon  exclusivity  in 
your  district  ...  if  you  can  replace  your 
lost  staff  by  attracting  people,  selected 
and  trained  by  your  competitors,  the  law 
wishes  you  the  best  of  luck. 

It  is  a  tough  world  and  (in  theory,  at 
least)  the  law  does  what  it  can  to  ensure 
that  those  chemists  who  best  help  their 
customers  to  survive  by  the  efficient  dis- 
pensing and  sale  of  drugs  (and,  of  course. 
to  live  better  through  the  purchase  of 
more  cosmetics,  photographic  supplies 
and  other  profitable  lines)  will  themselves 
keep  in  business.  The  survival  of  the  fittest 
is  a  concept  which  spreads  throughout  the 
realms  of  business. 


m 

mm  m 

The  annual  four-day  outing  of  the  Irish 
Chemists'  Golfing  Society  (May  21-24)  at 
Tramore  attracted  its  biggest-ever  attendance. 
Sunday:  class  A — T.  Hogan;  J.  Hanley  ;  J. 
Brosnan :  J.  Glynn;  class  B — M.  Hennessy, 
M.  Moloney,  J.  Lennon,  P.  Fitzmaurice. 
Monday  :  President's  prizes  (20  year  class) — 
P.  J.  Morgan ;  all  comers — J.  Hanley ;  class 
A — J.  DeLoughry,  F.  O'Brien,  R.  Tierney ; 
class  B — M.  Santry,  V.  Cronin,  M.  Dougan  : 
class  C — M.  O'Connor,  J.  Hogan,  A.  C. 
Martin.  Tuesday:  I.C.I,  prizes:  Class  A — 
T.  Hogan,  J.  Burke,  F.  O'Brien,  M.  Moloney: 
class  B— P.  Kelly,  P.  J.  Hickey,  C.  O.  Greene, 
S.  Boyd.  Wednesday  :  winner  captain's  prize 
— M.  Moloney  (13),  39;  B.  R.  Smith  (12), 
37  :  class  A — M.  Corrigan,  D.  Mulvey,  J. 
Brosnan,  J.  Hanley  :  class  B — G.  Golden,  T. 
Dooley,  W.  J.  Dalton,  J.  Staunton ;  class 
C — P.  Foley,  E.  Rodgers,  J.  T.  Foley,  J. 
Lennon :  class  D — C.  Mernagh,  S.  Power, 
W.  Carvill.  T.  Dempsey ;  past  captain's 
prize — T.  J.  Lynch:  1st  9 — D.  Tracey  :  2nd 
9 — J.  DeLoughry:  non-winners:  1,  J. 
Casserley  ;  2,  P.  Fahey ;  3,  S.  Carroll. 


9  out  of  10  of  your  customers  are  watching  me 
keep  cool  on  Beecham's  £250,000  TV  campaign 
for  New  COOL  anti-perspirant  deodorant! 

Profit  from  my  experience... 

DISPLAY  A  LOT  OF  COOL 
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REGISTERED  TRADE  MARK 


SUBA-SEAL®  and  SUBA-SCREW®  hot-water  bottles  outsell  all  others. 
They're  nationally  advertised  brands,  and  your  customers  will  be  looking  for  them. 
And  whether  they  want  the  conventional  screw-type  closure,  or  the  unique 
SUBA-SEAL®,  you  can't  lose. 

If  you  wish,  you  also  have  the  choice  of  the  Nu-range®-designed 
exclusively  for  sale  through  chemists.  Each  bottle  is  packed 
in  a  specially  designed,  high  clarity  polythene  bag  giving 
full  display  to  the  product  and  to  the  key  slogan  "Buy. . . 
from  your  Chemist".  Eye-catching  showcards  in  full- 
colour  are  available  on  request. 
All   "SUBA-SEAL®"  and   "SUBA-SCREW®"  hot 
water  bottles  are  guaranteed  to  conform  to  British 
Standard  specification  BS  1970,  and  there's  a 
replacement  guarantee,  too. 

P.C.  or  phone  call  will  bring  you  our  Catalogue 
and  Order  Form  by  return. 

William  Freeman  &  Co.  Ltd.,  Suba-Seal  Works,  Staincross,  Barnsley,  Yorkshire.  Telephone :  Barnsley  4081, 
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COMMENT 


Who  should  supply  ? 

"Oral  contraceptives  safer  than  aspirin,"  "Let  health  visi- 
tors give  out  the  pill".  Good  headlines  for  Sunday  news- 
papers, no  doubt,  but  is  this  really  the  way  that  the  gospel 
of  contraception  for  those  most  in  need  should  be  put 
across? 

Dr  Malcolm  Potts,  medical  director  of  the  International 
Planned  Parenthood  Federation,  probably  sees  very  clearly 
the  relative  safety  of  the  pill  and  of  pregnancy  when  he 
advocates  that  medical  control  should  be  relaxed  (p  821). 
In  countries  with  less  highly  developed  health  services 
it  may  be  right  to  use  even  lay  means  of  distribution,  but 
in  Britain  it  is  surely  wrong  to  encourage  the  patient  to 
fegard  any  drug  as  outside  the  category  "dangerous  if 
misused". 

If,  as  Dr  Potts  claims,  the  medical  profession  is  "bored" 
}y  the  process  of  supervising  oral  contraceptive  therapy, 
it  is  a  fault  of  the  profession,  not  the  control  system, 
□ral  contraceptives  are  potentially  hazardous  in  a  pro- 
portion of  women,  and  we  would  expect  doctors  to  be 
he  last  to  relinquish  their  exclusive  rights  in  this  area. 

If  there  were  to  be  any  relaxation,  the  retail  pharmacist 
would  have  at  least  as  good  a  claim  to  supply  oral  contra- 
:eptives  on  his  own  authority,  by  virtue  of  his  training 
ind  continuing  commercial  contact  with  the  young  mother. 
There  are  also  only  7,000  health  visitors,  in  terms  of 
'whole-time  equivalents,"  to  carry  out  this  function. 

Dr  Potts  did  not  confine  his  remarks  to  the  pill,  how- 
ever— he  saw  the  health  visitor  carrying  supplies  of  other 
:ontraceptives  (though  one  contributor  to  the  discussion 
eared  she  would  be  reduced  to  the  role  of  "the  french 
etter  lady").  This  raises  the  question  of  the  supply  of 
contraceptives  generally.  Retail  pharmacists  are  often 
mcouraged  to  stock  and  display  them,  particularly  by 
:hose  concerned  with  getting  the  message  of  contraception 
across  to  the  lower  socio-economic  groups. 

We  agree  that  the  pharmacist  is  ideally  placed  to  act 
n  this  capacity — but  his  commercial  position  is  being 
:otally  undermined  by  the  free  supplies  being  made  avail- 
able in  many  areas. 

Dr  Harding  described  one  such  scheme  in  the  London 


Borough  of  Camden.  Not  only  are  supplies  of  all  types 
of  contraceptive  made  available  free  to  those  attending 
the  borough's  family  planning  clinics,  but  "orders"  from 
doctors  dealing  with  their  own  patients  (presumably 
privately)  are  "honoured"  by  the  borough.  This  is  to  avoid 
local  doctors  feeling  that  their  patients  are  being  "stolen". 
A  separate  distribution  point  is  available  to  such  patients 
at  the  health  department's  headquarters,  and  is  open  all 
day  Monday  to  Friday.  It  has  proved  particularly  attrac- 
tive to  the  area's  students. 

Dr  Harding  was  unable  to  say  how  many  of  the 
patients  obtaining  free  supplies  were  being  attracted  away 
from  normal  commercial  channels — this,  of  course,  is 
not  the  object  of  the  scheme,  which  aims  rather  to 
encourage  contraception  in  those  families  that  would  not 
normally  consider  it.  But  he  did  reveal  that  the  cost  to 
the  borough  was  £60,000  a  year  for  the  total  family 
planning  service. 

Involving  the  pharmacist 

With  such  expenditure  levels  being  contemplated,  it 
should  surely  be  possible  to  devise  an  economic  scheme 
which  would  involve  the  pharmacist  in  the  distribution  of 
free  supplies  of  all  types  of  contraceptive,  if  that  is 
decreed  the  social  need.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  has 
put  forward  such  a  scheme  for  oral  contraceptives  but  we 
have  not  noticed  any  great  rush  to  take  it  up. 

There  is  much  talk  of  involving  the  pharmacist  in 
"health  education" — but  very  little  about  financing  the 
schemes,  always  remembering  that  a  shop  in  the  high 
street  must  earn  money  on  every  square  foot  of  selling 
area  to  stay  in  business. 

With  contraception,  there  is  a  product  associated  with 
the  education,  and  local  authorities  are  increasingly  pre- 
pared to  pay  for  something  more  than  posters  to  promote 
the  subject. 

If  the  costs  of  administrative  and  distribution  staff, 
and  of  accommodation,  were  re-allocated,  it  should  be 
possible  for  retail  pharmacy  to  provide  a  better  service 
than  from  central  clinics.  And  there  would  be  a  "bonus" 
in  that  more  people  would  come  to  realise  that  there  was 
a  source  of  advice  on  contraception  on  their  doorstep. 


ing  any  responsibility  for  the  consequences 
of  his  actions. 

Today  I  have  dispensed  a  prescription 
calling  for  a  supply  of  250  Aldomet 
tablets  and  250  Declinax  tablets  lOmg. 
Is  this  GP  acting  responsibly  giving  over 
four  months  supply  of  these  drugs? 

Further  I  state  categorically  that  it  is 
not  the  duty  of  pharmacists  to  cope 
quietly  with  the  type  of  prescription  quoted 
by  W.  F.  Wilkinson — that  is  the  attitude  of 
mind  that  has  brought  pharmacy  to  the 
disgracefully  weak  state  in  which  we  find 
it  in  1972.  and  the  feeling  amongst  the 
public  that  we  are  second-rate  to  GPs. 

It  is  not  quietly  coping  that  is  needed, 
but  strong,  realistic  leadership  and  pro- 
fessional unity  incorporating  retail,  hospi- 
tal and  industrial  pharmacy. 

R.  Booker 

Hindley  Green,  Wigan 


Speeding  orders 

Vlembers  of  the  National  Association  of 
3harmaceutical  Distributors  make  every 
jffort  to  supply  their  customers'  orders 
with  speed  and  accuracy  but  the  latter 
Dbjective  is  often  nullified  by  incorrect 
descriptions  being  used  by  customers. 

Prices  are  constantly  changing  and  in- 
leed  they  now  rarely  appear  on  retail 
lacks.  Orders  for  o-t-c  goods,  identified 
iy  price  alone  can  often  be  misinterpreted 
ly  both  retailer  and  wholesaler. 


As  the  majority  of  retail  packs  bear 
the  size  or  content  in  some  conspicuous 
place  on  the  label  or  carton,  can  I  please 
request  all  retailers  to  quote  the  pack 
size  or  volume  and  not  the  suggested 
selling  price,  when  placing  their  orders. 
One  is  fixed  and  rarely  varies,  the  other 
can  vary  day  by  day. 

E.  R.  Leaver 

Secretary,  NAPD 
South  Harrow 

Speak  up 

There  must  indeed  be  something  "in  the 
air  at  Sittingbourne",  for  a  pharmacist 
(W.  Hook)  to  castigate  a  fellow  pharma- 
cist (W.  F.  Wilkinson)  for  writing  about 
an  opinion  which  is  widely  held  by 
pharmacists  throughout  the  profession — 
namely  that  the  modern  GP  is  not  accept- 
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Holidays  are  happier  with  Acriflex  handy. 

It's  a  first  aid  kit  in  itself.  Soothing,  cooling  and 
promoting  rapid  healing  in  a  multitude  of  cases. 

You  can  recommend  it  with  confidence  for  burns, 
scalds,  cuts,  grazes,  insect  bites,  skin  infections  and 
severe  sunburn. 

Don't  let  your  customers  go  off  on  holiday  this  year 
without  Acriflex. 

For  maximum  sales  display  Acriflex  during  the  summer 
months  where  your  customers  can  see  it  best. 

the  antiseptic  cream  that  soothes  and  heals 


Acnf  ex 


 1   Acriflex  is  a  Trade  Mark  of  Allen  &  Hanburys  Ltd  London  E2 
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2,000  pharmacy  closures 
in  next  ten  years  ? 


Two  thousand  pharmacies  might  close  in 
last  week's  Council  meeting  of  the  Pharm 
Mr  J.  A.  Myers  had  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing question:  "How  many  pharmacies 
are  likely  to  be  closed  in  the  next  10 
years  and  what  effect  will  this  have  on 
the  premises  and  retention  fee  income  of 
this  Society?"  Three  thousand  family 
doctors  would  be  practising  from  over 
500  health  centres  in  England  by  the  end 
f  1974,  according  to  Lord  Aberdare. 
The  reply  stated:  An  accurate  estimate 
of  the  number  of  pharmacies  likely  to 
close  in  the  next  10  years  cannot  be  given. 
A  guess,  for  what  it  is  worth,  is  that  the 
number  may  be  2,000  but  there  are  signs 
hat  the  closure  rate  is  now  levelling  out. 
The  full  effect  of  the  expansion  of  the 
health  centre  building  programme  has  not 
yet  been  seen. 

The  effect  that  this  will  have  on  the 
Society's  income  from  premises  fees 
depends,  obviously,  on  the  amount  of  the 
premises  fee  at  any  time.  Under  the 
Medicines  Act  1968  this  is  determined 
by  the  Department  of  Health  and  not  by 
he  Society.  It  is  reasonable  to  conclude 
hat  the  fee  will  be  raised  on  three  occa- 
ions  in  a  period  of  10  years.  The 
naximum  that  the  Society  could  lose  is 
probably  2,000  fees. 

However,  it  could  not  be  assumed  that 
because  the  number  of  pharmacies  was 
"educed  by  2,000  in  10  years  there  would 
be  a  corresponding  reduction  in  the  num- 
er  of  pharmacists,  since  the  number  of 
pharmacies  employing  more  than  one 
Dharmacist  was  likely  to  increase. 

When  the  Company  Chemists  Associa- 
ion's  decision  on  contract  limitation  in 
lealth  centre  areas  was  reported  (last 
week,  p  793),  the  president,  Mr  W.  M. 
Darling,  said  he  felt  that  positive  pro- 
ress  had  been  made.  It  would  appear 
hat  many  of  the  problems  foreseen  in 
elation  to  the  establishment  of  a  health 
:entre  would  be  resolved  by  the  Associa- 
ion's  proposal. 

The  Council  supported  the  proposal  for 
i  meeting  and  expressed  pleasure  that 
he  Association  had  dealt  with  the  matter 
n  such  a  constructive  manner. 

Regional'  pharmacy  in  Wales 

\  letter  setting  out  the  decision  of  the 
\Velsh  hospital  board  not  to  appoint 
egional  pharmacists  was  considered  by 
he  Practice  Committee.  It  was  decided 
hat  an  effort  should  be  made  to  persuade 
he  Welsh  Hospital  Board  to  reconsider 
he  matter  and  that  letters  should  be  sent 
o  the  chief  pharmacist,  Department  of 
Tealth  and  to  the  Minister  of  State  for 
.Vales  expressing  concern  about  the 
Board's  decision. 


the  next  ten  years,  it  was  suggested  at 
aceutical  Society. 

Industry  code 
and  pharmacy 

Preliminary  consideration  was  given  by 
the  Ethical  Committee  to  the  implications 
for  pharmacy  of  the  code  of  Industrial 
Relations  Practice.  The  code  contained 
the  following  paragraphs: 

□  Some  employees  have  special  obliga- 
tions arising  from  membership  of  a  pro- 
fession and  are  liable  to  incur  penalties 
if  they  disregard  them.  These  may  include 
obligations,  for  example,  in  regard  to 
health,  safety  and  welfare,  over  and  above 
those  which  are  shared  by  the  community 
as  a  whole. 

O  A  professional  employee  who  belongs 
to  a  trade  union  should  respect  the  obliga- 
tions which  he  has  voluntarily  taken  on 
by  joining  the  union.  But  he  should  not, 
when  acting  in  his  professional  capacity, 
be  called  upon  by  his  trade  union  to 
take  action  which  would  conflict  with  the 
standards  of  work  or  conduct  laid  down 
for  his  profession  if  that  action  would 
endanger:  public  health  or  safety;  the 
health  of  an  individual  needing  medical 
or  other  treatment;  and  the  well  being 
of  an  individual  needing  care  through  the 
personal  social  services. 

□  Professional  associations,  employers 
and  trade  unions  should  co-operate  in 
preventing  and  resolving  any  conflicts 
which  may  occur  between  obligations 
arising  from  membership  of  a  profession 
and  those  which  the  professional  em- 
ployee owes  to  his  employer  and  to  his 
trade  union  if  he  belongs  to  one. 

While  the  Committee  felt  that  the  code 
contained  paragraphs  which  the  Council 
might  well  feel  were  satisfactory  to  phar- 
macists, the  vice-president,  Mr  J.  P.  Kerr, 
pointed  out  that  many  retail  pharmacists 
were  "workers"  under  the  Act,  and  any 
negotiating  body,  such  as  the  Central  NHS 
(Chemist  Contractors)  Committee,  would 
therefore  be  in  an  invidious  position  if 
pharmacists  could  not  use  the  ultimate 
sanction  of  withdrawing  service. 

Mr  K.  A.  Lees  pointed  out  that  in 
industry,  "quite  vigorous"  attempts  were 
now  being  made  to  recruit  scientific  and 
professional  staff  into  various  unions. 
Scientists  and  professional  people  in  indus- 
try who  belonged  to  the  Royal  Institute 
of  Chemistry  had  a  clear  choice  in  that 
they  were  being  asked  to  decide  between 
the  Association  of  Scientific,  Technical 
and  Managerial  Staffs  and  the  Associa- 


tion of  Professional  Scientists  and 
Technologists.  The  latter  organisation 
could  be  joined  through  membership  of 
the  Council  of  Scientific  and  Technological 
Institutes. 

Many  felt  that  there  should  be  a  prefer- 
ence for  APST  because  it  was  a  less 
militant  union  and  the  one  likely  to  serve 
the  best  interests  in  the  profession.  Yet 
pharmacists  in  industry  could  only  join 
APST  at  present  at  double  the  annual 
subscription  paid  by  members  of  the 
Royal  Institute  of  Chemistry.  Mr  Lees 
said  that  pharmacists  in  industry  should 
be  in  the  position  of  having  the  same 
choice  as  members  of  the  Institute.  It 
would  appear  that  membership  of  COSTI 
was  available  to  the  Society  if  applica- 
tion were  made  to  join  it.  The  cost  was 
small  and  if  an  application  were  success- 
ful, it  would  place  all  pharmacists  in 
industry  in  the  position  of  having  the 
full  facilities  of  APST  available  to  them. 

The  only  point  against  the  Society 
applying  to  join  COSTI  was  that  it  might 
dilute  somewhat  the  membership  of 
another  union  which  the  Society  might 
recommend  for  the  bulk  of  its  member- 
ship. Mr  Lees  suggested  that  Council 
should  explore  seriously  the  possibility 
of  joining  COSTI. 

The  secretary  and  registrar,  Mr  D.  F. 
Lewis,  replied  that  such  a  possibility  had 
been  investigated.  COSTI  would  welcome 
application  from  the  Society  for  member- 
ship. However,  the  Council  had  con- 
sidered the  matter  and  it  had  been  turned 
down.  Mr  D.  E.  Sparshott  supported  Mr 
Lees. 

Doubts  on  Society's  vote 

Mr  Lees  had  doubts  whether  the  Society 
could  create  a  union  which  would 
do  the  best  for  the  many  diverse  interests 
in  pharmacy.  The  recommendation  that 
the  matter  should  be  considered  again  at 
a  further  meeting  of  the  Ethical  Com- 
mittee was  approved. 

It  was  reported  that  in  the  capital 
projects  code,  hospital  building  procedure, 
the  pharmaceutical  department  was  classi- 
fied as  a  service  department.  When  new 
buildings  were  in  the  planning  stage,  the 
allowance  for  a  department  was  dependent 
on  its  classification,  service  departments 
having  a  smaller  allowance  per  square 
foot  than  diagnostic  and  technical  depart- 
ments. It  was  considered  that  the  pharma- 
ceutical department  should  be  reclassified 
as  a  diagnostic  and  technical  department, 
and  a  letter  to  that  effect  should  be  sent 
to  the  chief  pharmacist  at  the  Department 
of  Health. 

Reports  had  been  received  of  instances 
in  which  dentists  and  veterinary  surgeons 
had  prescribed  drugs  which  might  not 
be  for  dental  or  animal  use,  respectively. 
They  related  mainly  to  the  prescribing 
of  amphetamines  and  in  some  cases  of 
barbiturates,  by  dentists.  It  was  recom- 
mended that  a  letter  should  be  sent  to 
the  Medicines  Commission  reiterating  the 
Continued  on  p  838 
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Society's  proposals  that  all  veterinary 
prescriptions  should  be  endorsed  "for 
animal  treatment  only"  and  all  dental 
prescriptions,  "for  dental  treatment  only". 

The  Practice  Committee  considered  the 
report  of  the  inaugural  meeting  of  the 
membership  group  for  pharmacists  in  in- 
dustry on  May  16.  It  was  noted  that  an 
amendment  to  the  draft  constitution  had 
been  carried  by  the  meeting  (C&D  May 
20,  p715).  The  proposed  amendment  was 
acceptable  to  the  Practice  Committee.  The 
paragraph  would  now  read:  "The  group  is 
administered  by  the  industrial  practice  sub- 
committee of  the  Practice  Committee  of 
the  Society's  Council.  Chairman  of  the 
subcommittee  will  be  a  member  of 
Council;  members  of  the  group  will  elect 
from  their  number  five  members  of  the  in- 
dustrial practice  subcommittee  on  June  1, 
1973  and  at  intervals  of  two  years  there- 
after. Members  elected  will  serve  on  the 
subcommittee  for  a  period  of  two  years 
and  will  be  available  for  re-election  at 
the  end  of  the  period  of  their  office.  The 
other  members  of  the  subcommittee,  five 


in  number,  will  be  appointed  by  the 
Society's  Council." 

The  Committee  on  the  European  Econo- 
mic Community  reported  that  in  Brussels 
on  June  23,  representatives  of  the  phar- 
maceutical associations  of  countries  which 
are  candidates  for  entry  to  the  European 
Community  would  ratify  the  convention 
that  created  the  pharmaceutical  group  of 
the  European  Community.  It  was  recom- 
mended that  the  convention  should  be 
ratified  by  the  Society. 

Arising  from  the  report  of  the  Organisa- 
tion Committee,  it  was  stated  that  the 
Committee  could  not  agree,  as  had  been 
suggested  at  the  branch  representatives' 
meeting,  that  the  release  of  news  and 
comment  affecting  the  affairs  of  the 
Society  should  at  any  time  be  delayed 
pending  circulation  first  to  branch  Press 
officers.  As  at  present,  they  would  be 
notified  of  Society  policy  on  all  important 
matters  with  a  minimum  of  delay. 

Following  a  suggestion  made  at  the 
annual  meeting,  the  Committee  agreed 
that  provision  should  be  made  within  the 
closing  session  of  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference  for  members  attending 
to  comment  on  policy  matters.  The  dis- 
cussion would  be  noted  by  the  Council, 
whose  responsibility  it  was  to  take  any 
appropriate  decisions. 

The  Committee  was  pleased  to  note  a 
small  excess  of  income  over  expenditure 
from  the  balance  sheet  of  the  1971 
Conference  at  Glasgow.  It  was  recom- 
mended that  the  Glasgow  local  com- 
mittee and  in  particular  the  treasurer,  Dr 
J.  Chilton,  should  be  congratulated. 

It  was  noted  that  the  annual  report  of 


the  British  Medical  Association  had  stated 
that  family  planning  drugs  and  appliances 
should  be  freely  available  under  the 
National  Health  Service  from  general 
medical  practitioners.  It  was  recommen- 
ded that  a  letter  should  be  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Health  making  the  point 
that  if  family  planning  drugs  and  applian- 
ces became  prescribable  in  the  NHS  for 
social  reasons,  supplies  should  be  made 
in  the  normal  way  through  pharmacies. 

Channel  Island  training 

Following  the  Council's  recommenda- 
tion that  pharmaceutical  establishments  in 
the  Channel  Islands  and  the  Isle  of  Man 
should  not  be  accepted  for  the  purposes 
of  preregistration  experience,  letters  had 
been  received  from  the  Boots  Co  Ltd  and 
from  the  chief  pharmacist  at  the  General 
Hospital,  Jersey.  The  Education  Com- 
mittee recommended  that  the  Council 
policy  should  be  maintained. 

Mr  Madge  asked  whether  if  alterations 
in  the  law  were  made  in  the  future  the 
application  would  be  reconsidered  by  that 
Committee.  Mr  Lees  said  it  would  when 
new  evidence  was  presented.  But,  he 
added,  it  was  not  merely  a  matter  of  a 
difference  in  law  between  the  Channel 
Islands  and  the  UK.  There  was  also  a 
difference  in  the  NHS  contract  and  a 
difference  insofar  as  inspection  was  con- 
cerned. Council  had  no  right  to  inspect 
premises  either  hospital  or  retail  phar- 
macies, in  the  Channel  Islands. 

Mr  D.  E.  Sparshott  asked  whether  it 
was  not  possible  that  permission  might 
be  given  in  the  future  for  preregistration 
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students  to  be  given  training  in  hospitals 
n  Jersey.  Mr  V.  Roberts  said  that  it  was 
iccepted  now  by  most  regional  pharma- 
cists that  preregistration  students  in 
lospital  must  be  exposed  to  all  facets 
>f  hospital  pharmacy.  That  would  mean 
i  rotation  between  hospitals,  and  it  was 
loubtful  whether  a  hospital  in  the  Chan- 
lel  Islands  would  be  able  to  fulfil  all  the 
»ecessary  training  facets.  However,  if  that 
vas  so  there  appeared  to  be  no  reason 
vhy  permission  should  not  be  granted. 
The  recommendation  that  the  Council 
>olicy  should  be  maintained  was  adopted. 

It  was  recommended  that  Dr  J.  R. 
'arratt  should  be  designated  a  fellow  of 
he  Society  under  Byelaws  Section  111(3). 

It  was  reported  that  Mr  G.  D.  Rees  had 
>een  awarded  the  degree  of  doctor  of 
>hilosophy  of  the  Council  for  National 
Academic  Awards  for  studies  undertaken 
it  the  school  of  pharmacy,  City  of 
Leicester  Polytechnic. 

The  Education  Committee  recommen- 
led  that  the  one  year  full-time  MSc  and 
he  second  year  of  the  two  year  MSc 
:ourse  in  pharmaceutical  analysis,  Univer- 
ity  of  Strathclyde,  should  be  approved 
or  the  purpose  of  preregistration  ex- 
>erience  thereby  committing  26  weeks  of 
hose  periods  to  be  acceptable  as  part 
yf  the  preregistration  experience  require- 
nents. 

Further  consideration  had  been  given 
o  a  resolution  of  the  executive  commit- 
ee  of  the  National  Pharmaceutical  Union 
which  had  asked  that  each  graduate 
jndergoing  preregistration  training  in 
;eneral  practice  should  be  visited  at  least 
wice  during  the  period  of  training  by 
>ne  of  the  Society's  inspectors. 


The  office  had  taken  the  view  that  it 
would  not  be  practical  for  an  inspector 
to  visit  twice  a  year  each  set  of  premises 
concerned.  It  had  proposed  that  inspectors 
could  be  asked  to  call  once  a  year,  when- 
ever that  was  possible  without  interfering 
with  their  normal  duties.  The  purpose  of 
the  visit  should  be  to  discuss  the  work 
of  the  Society  and  of  the  inspectorate  in 
particular  but  not  to  ensure  that  the 
requirements  of  the  byelaws  were  being 
properly  fulfilled.  It  was  recommended 
that  those  proposed  arrangements  should 
be  approved. 

After  considering  the  possible  effects  of 
entry  into  the  Common  Market  on  phar- 
maceutical education  requirements,  it  was 
recommended  that  a  special  meeting  of 
heads  of  schools  of  pharmacy  should  be 
held  in   October  to  discuss   the  matter. 

New  president 

The  president  (Mr  W.  M.  Darling)  said 
it  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  submit  to 
the  Council  the  name  of  Mr  John  Prentice 
Kerr  as  the  next  President  of  the  Society. 
Having  known  him  for  many  years,  he 
felt  sure  that  Mr  Kerr  would  not  spare 
himself  in  the  execution  of  his  duties, 
and  in  electing  him  to  the  highest  office 
of  the  Society,  Council  would  in  its  tum 
be  continuing  the  advancement  of  phar- 
macy. There  being  no  other  nominations, 
Mr  Kerr  was  elected  president  of  the 
Society  (see  C&D,  June  10,  p793). 

The  president  (Mr  Kerr)  said  he  was 
deeply  conscious  of  the  honour  which 
Council  had  done  him,  and  his  first  wish 
was  to  refer  to  the  work  which  Mr 
Darling    had    done    over    the   past  two 


years.  Ten  years  ago  in  Newcastle,  he 
said,  he  had  met  a  young  man  with  a 
burning  desire  to  serve  pharmacy,  and 
for  the  past  10  years  that  desire  had  not 
changed.  Mr  Kerr  said  he  had  worked 
closely  with  Mr  Darling  during  the  past 
year  and  had  never  failed  to  be  astounded 
by  his  energy  and  enthusiasm  in  carrying 
out  his  duties. 

Mr  Darling  thanked  the  president  for 
the  kind  things  he  had  said.  The  past 
two  years  had  been  extemely  onerous 
but  it  had  been  made  less  so  by  the 
magnificent  help  and  support  he  received 
from  all  his  officers  and  from  members 
of  Council. 

The  president,  referring  to  the  coming 
year,  said  it  had  almost  become  a  cliche 
for  the  president  to  state  that  Council 
had  a  mass  of  legislation  before  it  which 
must  be  tackled.  The  current  year  was 
no  different.  Regulations  were  coming 
out  in  connection  with  the  Medicines  Act 
which  would  affect  every  sector  of  phar- 
macy, there  was  the  reorganisation  of  the 
Health  Service  with  its  implications  for 
hospital  and  general  practice  pharmacy, 
and  there  was  the  problem  of  health 
centres,  perhaps  showing  some  signs  of 
being  resolved  now,  as  well  as  the  prob- 
lem of  the  dispensing  doctor.  Added  to 
all  that  there  was  the  question  of  entry 
into  the  Common  Market. 

As  announced  last  week  Mr  C.  C.  B. 
Stevens  was  elected  vice-president  and 
Mr  H.  Steinman,  treasurer. 

The  elections  were  confirmed  of  Lord 
Rosenheim  as  an  honorary  fellow  of  the 
Society  and  of  Professor  Jovan  Tucakov 
and  Dr  Joshua  Kohlberg  as  honorary 
members  of  the  Society. 


Pharmaceutical 
and  Fine  Chemicals 


ADRENALINE 

AESCULIN 

ALLANTOIN 

BARBITONE 

CAFFEINE 

CAMPHOR 

CARMINE 

DIASTASE 

EPHEDRINE 

FERROUS  FUMARATE 


FOLIC  ACID 

LACTOSE 

MANNITOL 

NICOTINATES 

PANCREATIN 

PAPAIN 

PAPAVERINE 

PEPSIN 

PHENYTOIN  SODIUM 
PHENOLPHTHALEIN 


QUINIDINE 

QUININES 

RESORCIN 

SILVER  PROTEIN 

SULPHADIMIDINE 

SULPHAGUANIDINE 

SULPHANILAMIDE 

SULPHATHIAZOLE 

THEOBROMINE 

THYMOL 


Chas.  Zimmermann  &  Co.  Ltd. 

Dega  Works,  Walmgate  Rd.,  Perivale,  Middlesex 

phone:  01  997.9121  telex  No:  27563 
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Lemon 
and 


NOW  ON 
TELEVISION 


7OC0MMERCIAl£ 

will  project  the  humorous  'hoarse' 
theme  and  will  reach  millions 
regularly  throughout  the  summer  months. 


PROMOTIONAL 
DISCOUNTS 

Available  from  your 
Wholesaler  or  in  case 
of  difficulty  phone  th 
order  department, 
Bolton,  to  ensure 
immediate  delivery. 


Rnhprte 

Burnden  Road,  Bolton,., 

nuuci  10 

Lancashire  BL3  2RB 

Laboratories  Limit) 

3d            Telephone:  Bolton  32631 

NATROSLIM 


ON* 


Due  to  a  reversal  of  their  previous 
decision,  H.M.  Customs  and  Excise 
have  now  ruled  that  "NATROSLIM" 
be  classified  as  a  beverage,  and  as 
such  liable  to  Purchase  Tax  under 
Group  35(a)  currently  at  18%, 
adding  30p  per  tin. 
With  immediate  effect,  all  repeat 
orders  will  have  to  be  charged  at 
£1-65  +  30p.  Recommended  retail 
price  for  a  3  weeks'  course  £2-78. 
We  apologise  to  customers  for  the 
inconvenience  caused  due  entirely 
to  circumstances  beyond  our 
control. 


ANGEL  PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICES  LTD. 

422  St.  John's  Street,  London,  E.C.I.  01-837  5373 


TIRED  OF  COUNTING  TABLETS  &  CAPSULES? 
THEN  GIVE  IT  UP ! 
LEAVE  IT  TO  THE  NEW 

COUNTESSE 

ELECTRONIC  TABLET  &  CAPSULE 
DISPENSER/COUNTER 

ITS  SPEED  &  ACCURACY  — AND  ITS 
MODEST  PRICE  TAG  — WILL  SURPRISE  YOU  ! 
SEND  THE  COUPON  NOW  FOR  DETAILS  TO; 

GYDACRAFT  PRODUCTS  LIMITED 

138,  BURLEY  RD,  LEEDS,  LS4  2EU,  ENGLAND 
TEL.(0532)  23617  OR  IN  CANADA  TO: 

R.  C.  KHAL,  P.O.  BOX  1089,,  POINTE-CLAIRE,  P.Q. 


SEND  COUNTESSE  DETAILS  TO: 
NAME  


ADDRESS  

(BLOCK  CAPS  PLEASE) 


TICK  BOX  IF  YOU  WANT 
A  DEMONSTRATION 


TEL.  (514)  697-4013 


Tentative  alterations  to 
next  year's  BPC 


The    Council     of    the  Pharmaceutical 

Society  of  Great  Britain  has  released  the 

following  tentative  lists  of  additions  to 

and  deletions  from  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Codex  1973. 

ADDITIONS 

Part  I 

Aminobenzoic  acid,  calcium  acetate,  capre- 
omycin  sulphate,  carbenoxolone  sodium,  car- 
damom oil,  cephalexin,  chlorpromazine, 
clomiphene  citrate,  coconut  oil,  danthron, 
deslanoside,  dextran  70  injection,  dextrose 
monohydrate  for  parenteral  use,  fenflura- 
mine hydrochloride,  fractionated  palm 
kernel  oil,  framycetin  sulphate,  fusidic  acid, 
hydrocortisone  sodium  phosphate,  isopren- 
aline  hydrochloride,  kaolin,  light  (natural), 
lanatoside  C,  levodopa,  macrisalb  (131I)  injec- 
tion, macrogol  1540,  magnesium  acetate, 
meglumine  diatrizoate  injection,  potassium 
acetate,  practolol,  prilocaine  hydrochloride, 
propanidid,  propicillin  potassium,  salbutamol 
sulphate,  secbutobarbitone.  1-selenomethionine 
(75Se)  injection,  sodium  methyl  hydroxyben- 
zoate,  sodium  propyl  hydroxybenzoate, 
sodium  pertechnetate  (0!lmTc)  injection, 
tetracosactrin  acetate,  tropicamide,  vincris- 
tine sulphate,  xenon  (133Xe)  injection,  xylose. 

Part  II 

Diphtheria  vaccine,  adsorbed,  diphtheria  and 
tetanus  vaccine,  adsorbed,  diphtheria,  tetanus 
and  pertussis  vaccine,  adsorbed,  eltor 
vaccine,  rubella  vaccine  (live  attenuated), 
tetanus  vaccine,  adsorbed,  tetanus  and  per- 
tussis vaccine,  adsorbed,  typhoid-paratyphoid 
A  and  B  vaccine,  intracutaneous,  typhoid  and 
tetanus  vaccine. 

Part  III 

Human  albumin,  dried  human  albumin,  dried 
human  fibrinogen  for  isotopic  labelling, 
human  antihaemophilic  fraction,  human 
antitetanus  immunoglobulin,  human  anti- 
vaccinia  immunoglobulin. 

Part  V 

Cotton  conforming  bandage,  x-ray  detectable 
absorbent  ribbon  gauze,  absorbent  viscose 
wadding. 

Part  VI 

Betamethasone  application,  paromomycin 
capsules,  clioquinol  cream,  ipecacuanha 
emetic  draught,  paediatric,  cascara  elixir, 
chlorpromazine  elixir,  diamorphine  and 
cocaine  elixir,  isoniazid  elixir,  propicillin 
elixir,  peppermint  emulsion,  hyoscyamus  dry 
extract,  hyoscyamus  liquid  extract,  betame- 
thasone eye-drops,  chloramphenicol  sodium 
succinate  injection,  hydrocortisone  sodium 
phosphate  injection,  procyclidine  injection, 
suramin  injection,  aminobenzoic  acid  lotion, 
betamethasone  lotion,  cephalexin  mixture, 
co-trimoxazole  mixture,  fusidic  acid  mixture! 
indomethacin  mixture,  betamethasone  and 
chlortetracycline  ointment,  gentamicin  oint- 
ment, hydrocortisone  with  clioquinol  oint- 
ment, nystatin  ointment,  paraffin  ointment, 
calcium  hydroxide  solution,  chlorhexidine 
solution,  dilute,  morphine  hydrochloride 
solution,  chlorpromazine  suppositories,  tolu 
syrup,  sodium  chloride  tablets,  compound, 
soluble,  gentian  tincture,  compound. 

DELETIONS 

Part  I 

Acepromazine  maleate,  aminacrine  hydro- 
chloride, bacitracin,  bemegride,  benzalkonium 


bromide  solution,  butacaine  sulphate,  caffeine 
and  sodium  iodide,  calcium  cyclamate,  cara- 
miphen  hydrochloride,  chloramphenicol  cin- 
namate,  chromium  trioxide.  prepared  coffee, 
cottonseed  oil,  cyclamic  acid,  diethanolamine 
fusidate,  disulphamide,  dyfios,  ergot,  pre- 
pared ergot,  erythromycin  ethyl  carbonate, 
ethyl  biscoumacetate,  furazolidone,  hexame- 
thonium  bromide,  hexoestrol,  ispaghula, 
lobeline  hydrochloride,  lucanthone  hydro- 
chloride, mebhydrolin  napadisylate,  mecamyl- 
amine  hydrochloride,  mercuric  oxycyanide, 
mesulphen,  methylpentynol,  naphazoline 
hydrochloride,  nealbarbitone,  nitrofurazone, 
octyl  nitrite,  oestradiol,  fresh  bitter-orange 
peel,  pempidine  tartrate,  potassium  per- 
chlorate,  prednisone  acetate,  sesame  oil,  silver 
protein,  mild  silver  protein,  sodium  anti- 
monylgluconate,  anhydrous  sodium  carbonate, 
sodium  cyclamate,  solapsone,  spermaceti, 
spike  lavender  oil,  stibophen,  sulphadiazine 
sodium,  sulphanilamide,  sulphaphenazole, 
terpin  hydrate,  tretamine,  triacetyloleandomy- 
cin,  tricyclamol  chloride,  trimetaphan.  cam- 
sylate,  tryparsamide. 

Part  II 

Diphtheria  and  pertussis  vaccine,  measles 
vaccine  (inactivated),  staphylococcus  antitoxin, 


Although  patients  with  tuberculosis  could 
be  treated  at  home  with  virtually  100  per 
cent  effectiveness  some  patients  were  being 
kept  in  hospital  for  an  average  of  10 
weeks  at  a  cost  of  £400  per  case.  That 
paradox  was  mentioned  by  Professor 
A.  L.  Cochrane  during  a  symposium  the 
proceedings  of  which  are  published  by 
The  Office  of  Health  Economics,  162 
Regent  Street,  London  W1R  6DD,  and 
titled  "Evaluation  in  the  Health  Services" 
(£0-50).  It  illustrated  the  underlying  theme 
that  a  National  Health  Service  which  is 
superbly  effective  in  eliminating  diseases 
can  also  be  grotesquely  inefficient  in  its 
day-to-day  work. 

Professor  Cochrane  also  pointed  to  the 
phenomenon  of  medical  inflation  whereby 
NHS  costs  escalate  as  people  demand 
more  and  more  treatment  which  doctors 
do  little  to  discourage,  very  often  pre- 
ferring to  do  something  rather  than 
nothing  whether  treatment  really  works 
or  not.  Carefully  controlled  trials,  he 
suggested,  are  the  best  way  of  separating 
effective  from  ineffective  treatments  and 
so  controlling  medical  inflation. 

A  warning  note  was  sounded,  however, 
by  Margot  Jeffereys,  a  professor  of  medi- 
cal sociology,  who  pointed  out  that  there 
is  a  lot  more  to  the  NHS  than  straight- 
forward prevention  and  cure  at  the  mini- 
mum cost.  The  NHS  also  has  to  do  with 
the  intangible  qualities  of  care  and  sym- 
pathy. She  described  two  other  specific 
functions  of  the  health  services  as  "equal- 
ising life  chances"  and  "controlling 
aberrant  behaviour"  (which  may  seem  to 
threaten  social  stability).  These,  she  said, 
do  not  lend  themselves  easily  to  measure- 
ment in  controlled  trials. 

A  consultant  neurological  surgeon,  Mr 
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staphylococcus  toxoid,  typhoid-paratyphoid. 
A,  B  and  C  vaccine. 

Part  V 

Rayon  and  rubber  elastic  bandage. 
Part  VI 

Calcium  aminosalicylate  cachets,  alum  and 
zinc  dusting-powder,  paediatric,  zinc  and 
salicylic  acid  dusting-powder,  diamorphine 
and  terpin  elixir,  atropine  and  cocaine  eye- 
ointment,  zinc  gelatin,  lobeline  injection, 
mephenesin  injection,  morphine  and  hyoscine 
injection,  pituitary  (posterior  lobe)  injection, 
solapsone  injection,  strong,  aconite  liniment, 
aconite,  belladonna  and  chloroform  liniment, 
belladonna  liniment,  ammoniated,  betame- 
thasone lozenges,  fusidate  mixture,  saline 
mixture,  iodine  ointment,  non-staining, 
iodine  ointment,  non-staining,  with  methyl 
salicylate,  ginger  oleoresin,  iodine  paint, 
compound,  ichthammol  pessaries,  silver- 
nitrate,  mitigated,  benzylpenicillin  solution- 
tablets,  buffered,  chloral  syrup,  ferrous  phos- 
phate syrup,  compound,  ferrous  phosphate, 
quinine  and  strychnine  syrup,  aspirin  and 
opium  tablets,  compound,  aspirin  and  phen- 
acetin  tablets,  aspirin  with  ipecacuanha  and 
opium  tablets,  atropine  tablets,  soluble, 
paediatric,  disulphamide  tablets,  ergot  tablets, 
ethyl  biscoumacetate  tablets,  furazolidone 
tablets,  hexoestrol  tablets,  mebhydrolin 
tablets,  pentolinium  tablets,  phenacetin 
tablets,  phenacetin  and  caffeine  tablets, 
potassium  tablets,  effervescent,  potassium 
perchlorate  tablets,  sulphaphenazole  tablets, 
octyl  nitrite  vitrellae. 


B.  H.  Dawson,  providing  a  clinical  view- 
point, severely  criticised  management  inter- 
ference in  clinical  freedom.  This  brought  a 
strong  reaction  from  the  managers  and 
medical  planners  present  who>  felt  that 
the  days  when  clinicians  could  be  given 
carte  blanche  to  spend  public  money  as. 
they  saw  fit  were  over. 

From  the  economist's  point  of  view 
Mr  A.  J.  Culyer  of  the  Institute  of  Social 
and  Economic  Research  at  York  clearly 
could  not  accept  that  resources  could  be 
optimally  allocated  by  clinicians  acting 
according  to  their  own  lights  when  he 
described  what  he  and  his  colleagues  were 
doing  to  put  medical  planning  on  a  more 
rational  footing.  Basically,  the  Institute's 
work  is  an  extension  of  recent  work  on 
social  indicators  to  the  health  field  and 
involves  devising  "health  indicators" 
which  could  be  used  to  measure  the  real 
and  final  effects  of  medical  care  in 
comprehensive  and  consistent  terms.  These 
could  be  used  to  aid  choices  between  al- 
ternative investments,  such  as  more 
kidney  machines  or  more  coronary  care 
units,  instead  of  relying  on  clinical  im- 
pressions and  guesswork  which  charac- 
terise medical  planning  at  present. 


Pharmaceutical  Society 
South-east  Metropolitan.  Chairman,  M.  P. 
Cooke ;  vice-chairman.  Miss  P.  V.  Reynolds  ; 
social  secretary,  T.  Gracey ;  treasurer,  Mrs 
J.  Hooke ;  Press  officer,  T.  Wilson ;  secre- 
tary, J.  G.  Sutherland,  119  Westwood  Park, 
London  SE23. 
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Jochem's 

Hair  Preparation 


We're  never  on 
the  shelf  ic 
for  long...  _ 


Gill's  Gill's  Beautisheen 

Dandruff  Remover  Shampoo     Pre-Perm  and  Colour  Conditioner     Spray  Tonic 


£7.44  +  P.  Tax  per  doz.  bottles.      £1.44  +  P.  Tax  per  doz.  bottles.       £3.36  +  P.  Tax  per  doz.  bottles. 


£5.04  + P.  Tax  per  doz. 


Ltd 


35  Old  Bond  Street,  London  W1X  4JH.  Telephone:  01-493  2565 
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MOUTH  ULCERS 

The  Most  Effective  Therapy 


FRILLY  NYLON  BABY  PANTS 

Fully  fashioned  plastic  lined. 

Cot  sheets,  plastic  bibs  in  plain  material  or  nursery  prints. 
Samples  and  quotation  from: 


A.  &  H.  HEYMAN  •  HORNDALE  AVENUE 
AYCLIFFE  INDUSTRIAL  ESTATE,  Co.  DURHAM 


Tel: 
Aycliffe 
3307 


ENSURE  THE  SUCCESS  OF  YOUR 

HOME   WINEMAKING  SECTION 

WITH  C.W.E  QUALITY  PRODUCTS.  OUR  INGREDIENTS 
HAVE  PROVEN  THEIR  SUCCESS  WITH  THE  PUBLIC,  PARTICULARLY  THE  ENTHUSIAST.  THIS  IS  BE- 
CAUSE THE  FINEST  WINE  IS  SIMPLY  MADE  AND  AT  THE  RIGHT  PRICE.  THIS  MARKET  IS  FOR  YOU. 
PLEASE  ENQUIRE  THROUGH  YOUR  USUAL  WHOLESALER  OR  DIRECT  TO: 

CONTINENTAL  WINE  EXPERTS  Ltd 
THE  WINERY 

CAWSTON  TELEX:  97204 

NORFOLK  NOR  75X         TELEPHONE:  CAWSTON  275/6/7       A/B  CWE  CAWSTON 
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MARKET  NEWS 

Quinine  rates  up 
by  f  1  kg 

London,  June  14:  Rates  for  quinine  alka- 
loid and  salts  have  been  raised  by  £1 
per  kg.  Quinidine  is  also  sharply  up  by 
about  £4  kg.  Both  rises  were  due  to  a 
world  shortage  of  cinchona  bark. 

In  balsams,  copaiba  was  dearer  but  Peru 
eased  again  on  the  spot.  Following  its 
recent  trend  lemon  peel  advanced  £5 
metric  ton.  Holders  of  white  pepper  on 
the  spot  marked  up  their  rates  in  antici- 
pation of  a  dock  strike.  Other  changes  in 
crude  drugs  included  dearer  cassia  lignea, 
cherry  bark  and  turmeric  for  shipment. 

Lower  were  dandelion  and  gentian  roots 
and  celery  seed. 

Trading  in  essential  oils  remained  quiet 
with  Bourbon  geranium,  Ceylon  citronella 
and  lemongrass  easing  slightly  and  petit- 
grain  edging  up. 

Production  of  sulphuric  acid  by  mem- 
bers of  the  National  Sulphuric  Acid  Asso- 
ciation Ltd,  during  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year  at  789,333  metric  tons  was  down 
by  almost  8  per  cent  compared  with  the 
equivalent  quarter  of  1971.  Sales  in  the 
quarter  at  868,832  tons  (which  included 
35,940  tons  of  imported  acid)  was  down 
by  1 1  per  cent. 


Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Acetic  acid:  In  12-ton  lots,  delivered,  per  metric 
ton,  BPC  glacial  £87-50;  90-5  per  cent  technical 
£81;  80  per  cent  grades  pure  £76-50;  technical 
£69-50. 

Acetomenaphthone:  100-kg  lots  £5-62}  kg. 
Alcohol:  (Per  proof  gal).  Ethyl,  fermentation 
in  2,500  bulk  gal  lots — SVR  doubly  rectified  96-1 
per  cent  £0-303;  absolute  99-9  per  cent  £0-315. 
In  drums  900  gal  minimum  respective  prices  are 
£0-317,  £0-329;  Synthetic  grades  are  96  per  cent, 
£0-233  and  99-9  per  cent,  £0-245  in  tank  wagon; 
£0-247  and  £0-259  in  drums  for  900-bulk  gal; 
industrial  grade  95  per  cent  £0-164  in  bulk  and 
£0-178   in  drums. 

Ascorbic  acid:  £2  36  kg;  5-kg  £2  33  kg;  sodium 
ascorbate  plus  £0  23;  coated  plus  £0  10. 
Benzoic  acid:  One-metric  ton  lots  £30-42  kg. 
Boric  acid:  BP  grade  per  metric  ton:  granular 
£99;  crystals  £140;  powder  £110;  extra-fine  powder 
£114  in  paper  bags,  carriage  paid.  Technical  is 
£20  per  1,000  kg  less  than  BP  grades. 
Calcium    carbonate:    BP    precipitated    £49  per 
10,000  kg. 

Calcium  gluconate  250-kg  lots  £0  63  kg. 
Calcium  lactate:  250-kg  £412  per  metric  ton. 
Calcium  pantothenate:  £5-23  kg;  25-kg,  £5-18  kg. 
Calcium   sodium    lactate:    metric   ton.    £709  for 
50-kg  lots. 

Carotene:  Suspension  20  per  cent  £16-73  kg. 
Citric  acid:  BP  granular  hydrous  per  metric  ton 
50-kg    lots,    £337;    250-kg   £325;    1 ,000-kg  £313. 
Anhydrous  £358,  £346,  £334  respectively.  Premium 
for  powder  £10. 

Cyanocobalamin:  up  to  200-g  lots  £2  per  g. 
Ether:  Anaesthetic  BP — 2-litre  bottles  £0-87  each 
for  under  350  litres;  £0-81   for  over  350  litres; 
32-kg  drums  £0-41  kg  for  500-kg  lots.  Solvent  BP 
— per  metric  ton  in  drums  from  £294  for  500-kg 
lots   in   16-kg   drums   down   to   £266   in  130-kg 
drums;  250-kg  from  £304  to  £276. 
Folic  acid:  1-kg  £32;   50-kg  £28-29. 
Gallic  acid:  1 ,000-kg  lots  £1  62  kg. 
Hydroxocobalamin:   £5  25   per  g. 
Lactic  acid:  £570  metric  ton  for  50-kg  lots. 
Nicotinamide:   (Per  kg)   1-kg  £2-12;  25-kg  £207 
50-kg  £2  02. 

Nicotinic  acid:  (Per  kg)  1  kg  £1-93;  50-kg  £1-83. 


Oleic  acid:  BP  is  £206-70  per  metric  ton  delivered. 
Oxalic  acid:  20-ton  lots  about  £170  metric  ton. 
DPanthenol:  £9  kg;   5-kg  £8-50  kg. 
Pyridoxine:  £4-50  kg;  5-kg  £4-47kg. 
Pyrogallic  acid:  Pure  500-kg  lots  £4-73  kg. 
Quinidine:  Alkaloid  (10-kg  lots)  £48  kg;  sulphate 
(50-kg)  £44. 

Quinine:  (Per  kg  in  85-kg  lots)  Alkaloid  £29-25; 
bisulphate  £22-85;  dihydrochloride  £28-60;  hydro- 
chloride £28;  sulphate  £24;  hydrobromide  (10-kg) 
£28-75. 

Riboflavine:  £13-35  kg;  5-kg  lots  £13-32  kg. 

Salicylic  acid:  per  metric  ton  5-ton   lots  £405; 

1-ton  £425;  250-kg  £470. 

Stilboestrol:  BP  in  25-kilo  lots  £33  kg. 

Tannic  acid:  500-kg  fluffy  £1-35  kg;  powder  £1-33. 

Tartaric  acid:  (Per  metric  ton)  50-kg  lots  £422; 

250-kg  £417;  £408  ton. 

Thiamine:  Hydrochloride  and  nitrate  £7-55  kg; 
5-kg  £7-52  kg;  25-kg  £7-50. 

Vitamin  A:  Oily  1  m  iu  per  g  £6-68  kg;  5  kg 
£6-58  kg;  dried  acetate  325,000  iu  per  g  £3-48  kg; 
500,000  iu,  £4-55. 

Vitamin  D:  Powder  for  tableting  850,000  iu  per  g, 
£17-81  kg;  5-kg  £17-75  kg. 

Vitamin  E:  (per  kg)  £7-15;  5-kg  lots  £7  05;  25  per 
cent  dry  powder  £4-81  and  £4-71  respectively;  50 
per  cent,  £5-35  and  £5-25. 

Crude  drugs 

Balsams:  (lb)  Canada:  £1-85  spot;  shipment  £1-80 
cif.  Copaiba:  BPC  £1-20;  Para  £0-40.  Peru:  E1-02J; 
£0-92,  cif.  Tulu:  BP  £0-70. 

Cherry  bark:  Nominal  spot;  shipment  £345 
metric  ton.  cif. 

Dandelion:  Root  £410  metric  ton  spot;  £385,  cif. 
Gentian:  Root  £400  metric  ton  spot;  £390.  cif. 
Lemon  peel:  Spot  £240  metric  ton;  £220.  cif. 
Pepper:  (ton)  Sarawak  black  £360  spot;  £305 
cif;  white  £510;  £432-50,  May-June.  cif. 
Seeds:  (ton)  Anise:  China  star  £175,  spot; 
shipment  £125,  cif.  Caraway:  Dutch  ex  wharf 
£390.  Celery:  Indian  £275;  shipment  £230. 
cif.  Coriander:  Moroccan  £78.  cif.  Cumin:  Indian 
£300,  cif.  Iranian  £260  cif.  Dill:  Indian,  for  ship- 
ment £23,  cif.  Fennel:  Chinese  £130  (metric  tort), 
cif;  Indian  nominal. 

Turmeric:  Madras  finger  £195  ton;  £160,  cif. 


Display    £4-50  per  single  column  inch,  minimum  1  inch 
(1  x  1§  ins).  I  page  (4f  x  3£  ins)  £40. 
\  page  (4f  x  7  ins)  or  (9  x  Z\  ins)  £70. 
Whole  page  (9J,  x  7  ins)  £120. 

Lineage    £0-35  per  line,  min.  5  lines  at  £1-75 

Box  numbers    £0-25  extra 

Series  Discounts    5%  discount  on  3  insertions  or  over 

15%  discount  on  13  insertions  and  over 
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Headings  all  advertisements  appear 
under  appropriate  headings 
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publication  date 

Advertisements  should  be  prepaid 

Publication  date  Every  Saturday 

Post  to  Classified  Advertisements, 
Chemist  and  Druggist, 
25  New  Street  Square, 
London  EC4A  3JA 
Telephone  01-353  3212 

Circulation  ABC 

January/December  1971  15,167 


Hospital  appointments 


PART-TIME  PHARMACIST 

required  for  Chelsea  Hospital  for  Women. 
Whitley  Council  scales  and  conditions  of  service. 


Applications  to  the  Chief  Pharmacist 
Chelsea  Hospital  for  Women,  Dovehouse  Street, 

S.W.3. 


HAMMERSMITH  HOSPITAL  AND  THE 
ROYAL  POSTGRADUATE  MEDICAL 
SCHOOL.  Du  Cane  Road,  London. 
W12  0HS.  Pharmacist  required  for 
large,  general  postgraduate  teaching 
hospital  (Category  V).  Post  offers 
excellent  experience.  Department 
actively  involved  in  research  projects 
of  Hospital,  School  and  Research 
Units.  Developments  taking  place  to 
improve  ward  stocks  service  and 
to  introduce  ward  pharmacy.  Very 
pleasant  working  conditions.  Salary 
scale  £1 .545-E1 .941  plus  High  Quali- 
fications Allowance  (where  applic- 
able) and  London  Allowance  £126. 
Accommodation  available  for  single 
person  (female).  Applications  stating 
age,  experience  and  naming  two 
referees  to  Chief  Pharmacist. 


BROOKWOOD  HOSPITAL 
Knaphill,   Woking,  Surrey 

Applications  are  invited  for  the 
post  of 

PHARMACY  TECHNICIAN 

salary  £894-£1,320.  The  success- 
ful candidate  will  be  required  to 
work  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Chief  Pharmacist.  Residential 
accommodation  (female)  avail- 
able. Applications  giving  particu- 
lars of  age,  experience  and 
qualifications  together  with  the 
names  of  two  referees  to  The 
Hospital  Secretary  as  soon  as 
possible. 
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Hospital  appointments 

Situations  vacant 

Mansfield 
Hospitals 


A 

Senior 
Pharmacist 

In  Area  Pharmaceutical  Department  serving  10 
hospitals. 

Well  equipped  with  separate  sterile  fluids  unit. 
First  class  experience  in  all  aspects  of  hospital 
pharmacy. 

Single  accommodation  available  and  occasional 
help  with  married  accommodation. 
Work  in  area  surrounded  by  beautiful  country- 
side, including  Sherwood  Forest. 
Not  far  from  Nottingham.  3  miles  from  M1. 
Salary — Whitley    Council    Rates   of    pay  and 
conditions  of  service — at  present  £1,689 
to  £2,100  per  annum  plus  higher  qualifi- 
cations allowance. 
Application  form  and  further  details  if  required 
from  Mr.  C.  H.  Preston-Robinson,  the  Group 
Pharmaceutical  Officer. 


ST  BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL, 
LONDON,  EC1.  Pharmacist  or  Locum 
Pharmacist  required.  5  day  week. 
Whitley  Council  scales.  Extra  pay 
for  evening  clinics.  Accommodation 
may  be  available  in  our  hostel  in 
the  West  End  of  London.  Post  offers 
varied  experience  in  a  Teaching 
Hospital,  including  close  collabora- 
tion with  other  disciplines  in  the 
hospitals.  Pre-reglstration  graduates 
registering  during  Summer  will  also 
be  considered.  Applications  with  full 
particulars,  naming  two  references, 
to  the  Chief  Pharmacist. 


Please   address    Box  No. 

replies  to:  Box  No  

CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST, 
25  New  Street  Square, 
LONDON,  EC4A  3JA. 


Situations  vacant 


PHARMACIST  (SUPERINTENDING 
AND  MANAGING) 

required  for  Andover  pharmacy. 
Furnished  one-bedroomed  flat 
plus  good  basic  salary.  Excellent 
prospects  for  young  man  or 
couple,  with  drive  and  initiative. 
Written  applications  to  P.  D. 
Langdown,  1  London  St.,  Andover. 


REPRESENTATIVES  (freelance)  retail 
only;  all  areas  to  carry  EAREX 
SWIM  PLUGS  AND  TAYLOR'S 
SEVNOLS.  Applications  in  writing: 
Earex  Ltd,  Southport,  Lanes. 


Please  mention  C  &  D 
when  replying 
to  advertisements. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  PACKAGING 
MANAGER  required  for  medium 
sized  department.  Knowledge  of 
modern  methods,  ability  to  con- 
trol staff  and  instil  rigid  phar- 
maceutical discipline  essential. 
G.  0.  Woodward  &  Company  Ltd., 
Larkhall  Laboratories,  Putney 
Bridge  Road,  London,  S.W.15. 
Tel:  01-870  0971. 


Vestric 


ASSISTANT  BRANCH 
MANAGER 

The  Company:  Vestric  is  the  largest  pharmaceutical 
wholesaler  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
providing  services  to  retail 
pharmacies,  hospitals,  clinics, 
veterinary  surgeons  and  users  of 
surgical  equipment  from  34 
centres. 


The  Position: 


An  Assistant  Branch  Manager  aged 
25/40  is  required  at  the  Company's 
Heywood,  Lanes,  Branch.  The 
person  appointed  will  be 
experienced  in  modern  wholesaling 
techniques,  preferably  in  the 
pharmaceutical  industry.  His  main 
responsibility  will  be  to  assist  the 
Branch  Manager  in  all  aspects  of 
management  in  order  to  further  the 
efficient  running  of  the  branch. 

The  Company  offers  an  attractive 
starting  salary  together  with 
significant  fringe  benefits,  which 
include  pension  and  life  assurance 
schemes,  profit  sharing  bonus,  etc. 

Write  in  first  instance  to: 

Personnel  Manager, 

VESTRIC  LIMITED, 

Chapel  Street, 
Runcorn,  Cheshire. 

A  member  of  the  Glaxo  Group  of 
Companies. 


DEPUTY  CHIEF  PHARMACIST 

HOME  OFFICE,  PRISON  DEPARTMENT 

Applications  are  invited  from  male  or  female  registered 
Pharmacists  aged  25  or  over  for  appointment  as 
Deputy  Chief  Pharmacist  (Category  IV)  at  Her 
Majesty's  Prison,  Wormwood  Scrubs,  Du  Cane  Road, 
London,  W.12.  Previous  hospital  experience  is  not 
essential. 

Present  salary  scale  £1,629  to  £2,085  plus  £102  per 
annum  environment  allowance.  (Improved  scales  will 
shortly  be  applicable).  London  weighting  is  payable 
in  addition.  Starting  salary  above  the  minimum  of  the 
scale  may  be  allowed  for  previous  National  Health 
Service,  Government  Service  or  other  comparable 
experience.  5-day  week. 

Application  forms  obtainable  from  the  Establishment 
Officer,  Home  Office,  Prison  Department,  (R10/10 
VDC),  Portland  House,  Stag  Place,  London  SW1. 
For  further  information  please  telephone  the  Head 
Pharmacist  of  the  Prison  Service  (01-743  0311.  Ext. 
324). 
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C&D  reports  on  a  strong  argument  for 
such  superstores  (see  p  870).  Next 
week:  the  opposition 
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Pharmacists 
killed  in 
air  disaster 

Mr  Frederick  William  Adams,  FPS,  former  secretary  and 
registrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain, 
and  his  wife,  Margaret,  lost  their  lives  in  the  Brussels-bound 
Trident  which  crashed  shortly  after  take-off  from  Heathrow, 
^ondon,  on  Sunday  night. 


When  he  retired  from  office  in 
June  1967,  Mr  Adams  had 
been  associated  with  J  7 
Bloomsbury  Square  for  47 
years.  He  was  a  student  there 
find  qualified  in  1921.  From 
1922  to  1927  he  was  a  demon- 
strator at  the  school  during 
which  time  he  was  awarded 
the  first  Harrison  Memorial 
(nedal  in  1924.  A  year  later  he 
passed  the  examination  for  the 
Associateship  of  the  Royal 
nstitute  of  Chemistry  and  in 
1926  graduated  BSc,  London, 
with  honours  in  chemistry. 

Mr  Adams  was  appointed 
assistant  secretary  of  the 
Society  in  1927,  deputy  sec- 
etary  in  1942  and  secretary 
ind  registrar  in  1949. 

In  the  year  in  which  he 
etired  he  was  awarded  the 
Charter  gold  medal  of  the 
Society. 

Mr      Adams'     first  wife, 
atherine  Stevenson,  qualified 
|»hC  in  1924  and  died  in  1958; 
Ihere  were  two  daughters  both 
•urrently  living  abroad.  He  re- 
arried  in  1964. 

Mr  J.  C.  Bloom  field  writes — 
It  was  with  profound  shock 
nd  sadness  that  I  learned  of 
he  deaths  of  my  good  friends 
r  and  Mrs  Adams  in  such 
agic  circumstances.  My  wife 
nd  I  had  been  privileged  to 
njoy  their  friendship  for  many 

h  and  Mrs  F.  W.  Adams 


Funeral  arrangements 

The  funeral  will  take  place  at 
Hampstead  Parish  Church, 
Church  Row,  London  NW3,  on 
June  28  at  11.30am.  Cremation 
at  Golders  Green  at  noon. 

years  and  none  was  more 
treasured. 

"  'Bill'  Adams,  as  he  was 
affectionately  known  to  all  his 
friends,  often  detached  himself 
and  remained  aloof  from  the 
hurly-burly  of  the  political 
arena.  This  often  created  a 
false  impression  of  the  man 
because  it  was  sometimes  diffi- 
cult to  penetrate  this  facade, 
which  was  calculated  and  deli- 
berate. He  would  not  suffer 
fools  gladly,  he  had  an  inci- 
sive mind  that  cut  through 
trivialities  and  irrelevancies 
and  concentrated  on  the  major 
issues  of  a  problem.  His  quick, 
alert  brain  having  sifted  out 
important  facts  would  then 
formulate  a  solution. 

"He  also  had  that  rare  ability 
of  projecting  his  mind  into  the 
future,  proffering  advice  on  the 
path  pharmacy  should  take  to 
advance.  The  progress  of  the 
profession  of  pharmacy  was 
his  life's  blood  and  history  will 
record  the  incalculable  contri- 
bution he  has  made  to  its 
advancement. 

"I  had  the  privilege  of  work- 


ing closely  with  him  during 
two  momentous  years  when  the 
Society  was  engaged  on  the 
Dickson  case  through  the 
courts.  There  is  no  secret  of 
the  fact  that  the  ultimate  judg- 
ment was  a  bitter  personal  dis- 
appointment to  him,  but  he 
never  deflected  from  the  view 
that  what  the  Society  attempted 
to  do  was  correct — both  for  the 
public  and  the  profession. 

"He  was  a  dedicated  and 
devoted  secretary  of  the 
Society,  and  a  truly  great 
ambassador  for  pharmacy.  He 
served  on  innumerable  com- 
mittees as  the  Society  repre- 
sentative, and  his  opinions  were 
always  highly  respected,  but 
perhaps  more,  he  was  always 
highly  regarded  as  an  indi- 
vidual. He  was  well-known  in 
international  pharmacy,  having 
attended  over  the  years  a  con- 
siderable number  of  foreign 
congresses,  and  enjoyed  the 
friendship  of  the  leaders  of 
many  Commonwealth  and 
foreign  pharmaceutical 
societies. 

"Today  we  salute  the  memory 
of  one  of  the  greatest  pharma- 
cists of  this  century — this  is  the 
epitaph  I  would  write  for  him." 

Irish  tribute 

Mr  R.  J.  Power,  president  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Ireland,  in  a  message  to  the 


president  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain,  said: 
"We  have  been  shattered  by  the 
news  of  the  tragic  deaths  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  Adams.  We,  in 
Ireland,  remember  his  excellent 
work  for  pharmacy  in  Great 
Britain  and  recall  the  unfailing 
help  he  gave  to  Irish  phar- 
macy. Our  sympathies  go  out 
to  you  and  your  members." 

Homoepathic 
pharmacist 
also  dies 

Another  prominent  pharma- 
cist to  be  killed  in  the  crash 
was  Mr  Dudley  Wootten 
Everitt,  MPS,  managing  direc- 
tor of  the  firm  of  homoepathic 
chemists,  A.  Nelson  &  Co  Ltd, 
Duke  Street,  Grosvenor  Square, 
London  Wl.  Accompanied  also 
by  his  wife,  Mr  Everitt  was 
travelling  to  a  homoepathic 
congress  of  doctors  and  phar- 
macists in  Brussels.  He  was  71. 

Mr  Everitt  qualified  in  1927 
and  took  over  the  business 
which  his  father-in-law  had 
founded.  He  joined  the  busi- 
ness in  1918  and  it  was  in  the 
last  30  years  when  under  his 
direction  that  emphasis  was 
laid  on  the  homoepathic  side 
of  the  business  resulting  in  its 
present  unique  position. 


Kent  medical 
centre  links 
professions 

A  new  £40,000  postgraduate 
medical  centre  for  500  doctors 
and  dentists  in  North-west 
Kent  was  to  be  officially 
opened  by  Lord  Rosenheim, 
until  recently  president  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Physicians, 
at  Joyce  Green  Hospital,  Dart- 
ford,  on  June  23. 

Pharmacists  and  veterinary 
surgeons  will  also  use  the 
centre,  and  other  professional 
and  technical  staff  will  be  en- 
couraged to  take  part  in  the 
centre's  educational  pro- 
grammes. 

Presiding  at  the  opening 
ceremony  is  Mr  Norman  Berry 
FPS,  president  of  the  North- 
west Kent  Postgraduate  Medi- 
cal Association.  He  recently 
retired  as  managing  director  of 
Burroughs  Wellcome  UK  Ltd, 
which  has  given  a  large  dona- 
tion towards  the  development 
of  the  centre. 

The  main  part  of  the  centre, 
incorporating  a  lecture  hall, 
tutorial  room,  museum  and  a 
dining-common  room,  has  been 
created  by  converting  a  large 


ward.  The  lecture  room,  which 
will  accommodate  up  to  100 
people,  contains  audio-visual 
aids  including  a  television 
camera,  video  tape  player  and 
monitor,  and  projection  and 
recording  equipment. 

It  is  hoped  in  the  next  stage 
of  the  project  to  extend  the 
medical  library. 

UCA  conference  \ 
arrangements 

The  annual  conference  of  the 
Ulster  Chemists'  Association  is 
to  be  held  at  the  Slieve  Donard 
Hotel,  Newcastle,  co  Down, 
from  September  29  to  October 
1. 

Business  sessions  will  include 
papers  on  Health  Service  re- 
muneration, value  added  tax 
and  pharmacy  in  the  EEC. 
Besides  social  events  there  will 
be  amusements  for  children. 

51  pharmacy 
closures  in  May 

Forty-eight  pharmacies  closed 
down  in  England  during  May. 
and  14  new  premises  opened. 

In  Scotland,  there  were  two 
openings  and  one  closure,  and 
in  Wales  two  closures  and  one 
new  opening. 
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Pharmaceutical 
chemicals  output 
up  8  per  cent 

Although  output  of  pharmaceutical  chemicals  and  products 
in  the  last  quarter  of  1971  was  slightly  down  on  that  of  the 
third  quarter,  the  total  for  the  year  was  up  by  8-8  per  cent 
over  1970.  The  percentage  increase  in  output  for  the  chemi- 
cal industry  as  a  whole  for  1971  over  1970  was  2-3  per  cent 
while  that  for  all  manufacturing  industry  was  down  by  0-2 
per  cent. 


Provisional  figures  suggest 
that  output  of  chemicals  in  the 
first  quarter  of  1972  fell  by 
about  lj  per  cent  compared 
with  the  fourth  quarter  of  1971 
although  it  was  2  per  cent  up 
on  the  first  quarter  of  that 
year. 

Imports  of  pharmaceuticals 
in  the  first  quarter  were  valued 
at  £11 -2m — the  same  as  in  the 
preceding  quarter  but  nearly 
£lm  higher  than  in  January- 
March,  1971.  Exports  at  £41-7m 
were  up  by  £7-4m  on  the  same 
quarter  last  year. 

The  price  index  in  the  first- 
quarter  of  the  year  at  104-7 
compares  with  101-4  for  1971 
and  100  for  1963. 

The  enigma 
of  migraine 

Simple  pain  killers  bought  over 
the  counter  like  aspirin  and 
paracetamol  are  probably  used 
to  alleviate  more  migrainous 
headaches  than  all  prescription 
medicines  put  together  says  a 
report*  published  by  the  Office 
of  Health  Economics  this 
week. 

It  adds  that  because  specific 
treatments  for  migraine  often 
prove  ineffective,  the  majority 
of  sufferers  do  not  seek  advice 
from  doctors.  The  estimated 
number  of  sufferers  from  the 
malady  is  put  at  5  million  in 
Britain. 

Clinical  research 

It  suggests  that  efforts  to  im- 
prove treatment  could  take  the 
form  of  both  fundamental  and 
clinical  research  and  also  com- 
munity surveys  to  shed  light  on 
the  characteristics  of  people 
with  migraine  and  perhaps 
elicit  clues  as  to  causes.  In 
addition,  research  by  the  phar- 
maceutical industry  to  develop 
effective  medicines  could  play 
a  key  role,  although  such  re- 
search is  likely  to  be  very  ex- 
pensive especially  since  there 
is  at  present  no  basic  under- 
standing of  the  underlying 
causes  of  migraine. 

Recent  findings,  the  report 
notes,  have  demolished  a  num- 


ber of  myths  about  migraine. 
Migraine  is  not,  as  is  often  be- 
lieved, more  common  among 
intelligent  people  or  people  in 
higher  social  classes.  Nor  is  the 
view  that  migraine  is  associated 
with  poor  eyesight,  "eye  strain" 
or  high  blood  pressure  suppor- 
ted by  hard  evidence  from 
community  surveys. 

Because  of  the  limited 
resources  available  for  research 
into  the  causes  of  migraine  the 
report  suggests  there  is  room 
for  an  international  institution 
to  co-ordinate  such  research  in 
a  number  of  countries  and  act 
as  a  focal  point  for  communi- 
cation: in  other  words  to  do 
the  sort  of  job  at  an  interna- 
tional level  as  the  Migraine 
Trust  does  at  a  national  level 
in  this  country. 

*  Migraine.  Office  of  Health 
Economics,  162  Regent  Street, 
London  W1R  6DD,  price  £0-25. 

Counsel's  claim 
in  Koscot  case 

Allegations  by  counsel  for  the 
Department  of  Trade  and 
Industry  that  the  activities  of 
Koscot  Interplanetary  (UK) 
Ltd,  a  cosmetics  company 
based  in  Nottingham,  consti- 
tuted a  "gigantic  swindle"  on 
the  public,  were  strenuously 
denied  in  the  High  Court  this 
week. 

The  Department  is  seeking 
"in  the  public  interest,"  to 
have  the  company,  which  is 
accused  of  "pyramid  selling," 
wound  up,  together  with  its 
Swiss  associate  company,  Kos- 
cot AG. 

Opening  the  case,  Mr  Peter 
Millett,  the  Department's 
counsel,  said  Koscot  Inter- 
planetary had  been  using 
pyramid  selling  whereby 
franchisers  sold  marketing 
rights  to  others-  to  extract 
money  from  a  gullible  public. 
The  Swiss  company,  he  alleged, 
was  a  means  by  which  those 
who  had  devised  the  scheme 
hoped  to  place  the  proceeds 
beyond  the  reach  of  those 
they      had      defrauded.  The 


The  Mayor  of  Bedford,  Alderman  Henry  Rischmiller  (secont 
from  left),  last  week  officially  opened  a  new  factory  for  Loriei 
Laboratories  at  Potton.  Also  pictured  (left  to  right)  are  Mayoress 
Rischmiller,  Mr  J.  G.  O'Sullivan,  managing  director  of  Loriei 
Laboratories.  Lorien  are  manufacturing  cosmetics  and  contrac 
packing  lor  markets  in  the  United  Kingdom,  Scandinavia  ant 
Continental  Europe 


Crown  intended  to  institute 
criminal  proceedings. 

In  order  to  carry  on  its 
activities.  Koscot  Interplanetary 
established  a  hierarchy  of 
individuals.  On  the  lowest  level 
of  the  pyramid  were  the 
beauty  advisers  and  above 
them  were  supervisors,  distri- 
butors and  the  company.  The 
significant  part  of  the  com- 
pany's income  came  not  from 
selling  cosmetics  but  from 
franchise  holders.  Franchisers 
paid  up  to  £1,500,  receiving 
£100- worth  of  stock  and  the 
right  to  appoint  others  under 
their  franchise. 

The  conceptual  basis  of  the 
Koscot  plan  was  the  "chain 
letter"  or  "snowball"  and  it 
constituted  an  illegal  lottery, 
Mr  Millett  alleged. 

Whether  franchise  holders 
recovered  their  investment 
depended  on  the  number  of 
recruits  they  could  obtain.  The 
scheme  could  not  last  indefi- 
nitely and  those  last  recruited 
stood  no  chance  of  recovering 
their  money. 

After  protesting  at  Mr 
Millett's  "most  immoderate 
language,"  Mr  Ashe  Lincoln, 
QC,  for  Koscot,  read  a  sworn 
statement  by  Mr  James 
Weimer,  Koscot  Interplane- 
tary's  managing  director. 

Franchises  sale 

He  said  the  sale  of  franchises 
was  a  respectable  method  of 
carrying  on  business.  The  pub- 
lic benefited  because  products 
could  be  sold  more  conveni- 
ently than  by  shop  sales. 

The  franchises  conferred 
effective  legal  rights  on  the 
holders,   and,   far   from  their 
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having    to    recoup    losses,  ii 
many  cases  the  franchise  hold  ?' 
ers  had  earned  substantial  pro""' 
fits.  W 
There    was    ample  protecJii 
tion    for    any    person  whe''"' 
bought  a  franchise  to  have  hing) 
money    refunded    if    he  sol 
desired.  ^ 
Koscot  Interplanetary's  pro-^ 
ducts  were  sold  only  by  door-,11 
to-door    trading    and    it  wasL 
necessary  to  have  a  team  ol , 
distributors.     The  company's,, 
business  was  not  the  sale  ol 
franchises.    As    business  in- 
creased its  income  would  arise 
solely     from     the     sale  of 
cosmetics. 

Business      was  expanding 
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despite       the  Department's 
winding-up   petitions  and  the T'^ 

resultant  publicity.  There  werej, 

Hun 

now  over  100  different  Koscot, 
products  and  an  adequate  or-fl 
ganisation  had  been  built  up 
to  deal  with  orders.  ttC 
The  hearing  continues.  k 

Pharmacy  for 
Fleetwood  centre* 

Fleetwood  is  planning  its  first 
health  centre  and  when  this 
is  completed  it  is  expected  to 
include  a  pharmacy  which  will 
be  run  by  a  consortium  of 
Fleetwood  chemists. 

All  Fleetwood  chemists 
are  understood  to  be  involved 
and  the  idea  is  to  have  a  phar- 
macy within  the  health  centre 
buildings,  and  open  during  the 
same  hours  as  the  medical 
cenre. 

The  centre  is  to  be  sited  in 
London  Street,  Fleetwood,  with 
provision  for  six  doctors,  con- 
sulting rooms  and  facilities  for 
ancillary  staff. 
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JjUniChem  hosts 
Iho  Japan  VIPs 

'nJniChem  Ltd  were  hosts  last 

<,veek  to  a  party  of  twenty 
eading  Japanese  businessmen 
/vho  are  in  Britain  as  part  of 
1  tour  of  European  countries 
itudying  pharmaceutical  distri- 
jution  techniques.  The  tour 
vas  organised  by  the  Distribu- 
ion  Economics  Institute  of 
apan. 

The  party  visited  UniChem 
leadquarters  at  Crown  House, 
vlorden,  Surrey,  where  they 
lad  informal  talks  with  Mr 
Tom  Reid,  chairman  of  Uni- 
Chem, and  Mr  Peter  Dodd, 
■nanaging  director.  Discussions 
covered  the  expanding  Uni- 
Chem operation  in  the  UK. 

The  Japanese  also  visited  the 
JniChem  depot  at  Kingston- 
ipon-Thames,  Surrey,  and  two 
JniChemists  in  south-east  Lon- 
don. They  were  Mr  Frank 
udge,  of  A.  G.  Mack  &  Co, 
ligh  Street,  Penge  and  Mr 
ohn  Judge,  of  Basil  Smith 
-td,  The  Parade,  Croydon 
load,  Anerley. 

JVlore  medicines 
fexempt  from  PT 

■under  Purchase  Tax  (No  3) 
Rirection  1972  made  by  the 
■Customs  and  Excise,  the  fol- 
lowing are  added  to  Schedule 

■  I  of  the  last  of  "essential 
■rugs  and  medicines  "  exempted 

■  'om  purchase  tax :  — 

E  Disopyramide;  Dinopostone; 
|)inoprost;  Alphaxalone,  mixed 
■nth  alphadolone  acetate  and 
Irepared  for  injection  in  saline 
ind  polyoxyethylated  castor  oil, 
■men  not  presented  or  supplied 
Ipr  veterinary  purposes. 
1  The  changes  took  effect  on 

June  16. 

| 

Did  pharmacies 
o  close 

\k  "miserable  pittance"  is  how 
Mr  A.  J.  Mellors,  proprietor  of 
\wl.     Monkhousc     of  Derby 


describes  the  Government's 
payment  on  prescriptions.  This 
he  considers  the  major  factor 
leading  to  his  300  year  old 
pharmacy  in  Iron  Gate  having 
to  close  within  the  next  three 
years. 

Mr  Mellors,  who  claims  to 
run  one  of  the  largest  dis- 
pensaries in  the  town,  told 
C&D  he  estimates  that  six 
pharmacies  have  closed  in 
Derby  within  the  past  year, 
all  for  economic  reasons.  These 
include  erosion  by  the  super- 
market of  the  fast  selling 
toiletry  lines,  leaving  the  phar- 
macist with  slow  moving  pro- 
ducts, such  as  cosmetics  "which 
require  personal  service,"  while 
the  Government  is  committed 
to  the  idea  of  health  centres. 

Cope  &  Taylor  Ltd,  of  Mar- 
ket Place,  another  17th  cen- 
tury firm  are  also  to  close. 
They  are  planning  not  to  renew 
their  lease  when  it  expires  on 
June  30. 

DITB  levy  is 
unchanged 

The  Secretary  of  State  for 
Employment  has  approved  the 
proposals  submitted  by  the 
Distributive  Industry  Training 
Board  for  an  unchanged  levy 
on  employers  equal  to  0  7  per 
cent  of  their  payroll  in  the 
fourth  levy  period — the  year 
ended  April  5,  1972. 

Employers  whose  total  pay- 
roll is  less  than  £6,000  are  to 
be  exempt  and  all  other  em- 
ployers will  have  their  payroll 
totals  reduced  by  £3,000  before 
assessment. 

These  proposals  come  into 
operation  on  July  7,  1972. 

Interphex  dates 

The  next  Interphex  (exhibi- 
tion for  the  pharmaceutical, 
cosmetic,  toiletry,  perfumery 
and  allied  industries)  is  to  be 
held  at  the  Brighton  Exhibition 
Centre  October  30-November 
2,  1973. 


Westminsfer 
report  

Labour  MPs 
sign  motion 
on  NHS  costs 

Led  by  Mr  Laurie  Pavitt,  Dr 
Shirley  Summerskill  and  Mrs 
Shirley  Williams,  136  Labour 
MPs  have  signed  a  Parliamen- 
tary motion  on  the  cost  of 
NHS  medicines. 

It  states  "That  this  House 
is  of  the  opinion  that  substan- 
tial resources  could  be  made 
available  for  other  needs  of 
the  National  Health  Service  if 
Her  Majesty's  Government 
made  determined  efforts  to 
reduce  the  present  expenditure 
of  £203m  upon  the  pharma- 
ceutical services  for  the  year 
1971-72  by  an  immediate 
review  of  the  Voluntary  Price 
Regulation  agreements  made 
with  drug  manufacturers  and 
by  the  bulk  purchase  of  those 
medicines  most  extensively  pre- 
scribed by  general  practitioners 
by  exercising  the  provisions  of 
section  59  of  the  Health  Ser- 
vice and  Public  Health  Act 
1968." 

Rush  to  secure 
licences 

The  rush  to  secure  licences  of 
right  under  the  Medicines  Act 
was  highlighted  in  the  Com- 
mons on  Tuesday. 

Replying  to  Mr  Pavitt,  Mr 
Michael  Allison,  Under-secre- 
tary  for  Social  Services,  said 
that  709  applications  relating 
to  about  20,000  medicinal  pro- 
ducts had  been  received,  the 
rising  rate  being  shown  by  the 
following  timetable. 

September  to  December 
1971,  seven  applications;  Janu- 
ary 1972,  17;  February,  65; 
March  98;  April,  138;  May, 
235;  and  in  the  period  June  1- 
9,  there  were  a  further  149. 

The  closing  date  for  manu- 
facturers and  wholesalers  to 
apply  for  licences  of  right  is 
June  30. 

Industry  and  the 
Commission 

Mr  Pavitt  asked  the  Secretary 
for  Social  Services,  if  he  took 
into  consideration,  when  mak- 
ing appointments  to  the  Medi- 
cines Commission,  the  fact  that 
directors  of  major  manufac- 
turing pharmaceutical  com- 
panies may  appear  to  be  con- 


sidering licensing  applications 
for  their  own  products. 

Sir  Keith  Joseph  replied  that 
the  Medicines  Act  required  the 
Medicines  Commission  to  in- 
clude at  least  one  person  with 
wide  and  recent  experience  of 
the  industry.  In  view  of  this 
members  were  not  required  to 
sever  links  with  pharmaceutical 
companies.  The  Commission 
was  neither  the  licensing 
authority  nor  either  of  the 
bodies  appointed  to  give 
advice  on  safety,  efficacy  and 
quality  of  a  medicinal  product. 
It  might  be  concerned  where 
the  Committee  on  Safety  of 
Medicines  or  the  Veterinary 
Products  Committee  had  ad- 
vised Ministers  that  a  licence 
ought  to  be  refused  or  granted 
subject  to  conditions,  but  the 
Ministers,  as  the  licensing 
authority,  must  then  give  the 
applicant  the  opportunity  of 
making  representations  about 
the  Committee's  advice. 

"So  far  no  such  representa- 
tions have  been  made;  when 
the  occasion  arises  it  will  be 
ascertained  whether  any  mem- 
ber has  an  interest  in  the  com- 
pany concerned,  so  that  the 
Commission  can  ensure  that 
its  proceedings  are  not 
prejudiced." 

Exemption  for 
the  over  60s 

Nearly  150  Labour  MPs  have 
also  signed  a  motion  calling  on 
the  Government  to  issue  ex- 
emption certificates  for  pre- 
scription charges  to  all  women 
over  the  age  of  60,  while  a 
further  motion  that  exemption 
certificates  be  issued  to  all  per- 
sons who  have  suffered  or  are 
suffering  from  schizophrenia, 
coronary  thrombosis,  chronic 
asthma,  Parkinson's  disease  and 
to  all  others  who  require  con- 
stant or  intermittent  medica- 
tion. 

□  The  Multi-level  Marketing 
Bill,  introduced  by  Mr  Ray 
Mawby  and  designed  to  regu- 
late "pyramid  selling",  failed 
to  obtain  a  second  reading  in 
the  Commons  on  June  16.  It 
now  has  virtually  no  chance 
of  becoming  law  in  the  present 
session,  although  Mr  Mawby 
has  made  it  clear  that  he  may 
seek  to  introduce  a  similar  Bill 
in  the  next  session. 

□  Asked  to  make  public  the 
progress  being  made  on  criteria 
for  sales  promotion  expendi- 
ture the  Department  of  Health 
is  seeking  to  negotiate  with  the 
Association  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Industry,  Mr 
Allison  preferred  not  to  com- 
ment until  the  negotiations 
were  complete. 


jfr  Peter  Todd,  UniChem  managing  director,  and  Mr  Tom  Reid, 
hairman,  with  the  Japanese  visitors 
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Chemists. 
If  it  was  your  mouth 

that  was  ulcerated/ 

which  eel 


would  you  choose? 


Choline  Salicylate  8.7% 

Cetalkonium 

Chloride  0.01% 

Alcohol  (95%)  39.0% 

Menthol  0.057% 

Glycerin  4.6% 

Other  well-known 
ulcer  gel  formula 


Benzocaine  2.0% 

Sodium  Ricinoleate  0.1% 

Chloroxylenol  0.1  % 

Clove  Oil  0.1% 

Myrrh  0.1% 

Glycerin  10.0%, 

Carboxymethyl- 

cellulose  2.0% 

Rectified  Spirit 

(90%  Alcohol)  30.0% 

Rinstead  Gel  formula 


White  Laboratories  Ltd., 
London,  S.E.15. 
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COMPANY 

NEWS 

Higher  sales 
seen  by 
Sangers  group 

rhe  chairman  of  Sangers  Ltd, 
Mr  H.  T.  Nicholson,  tells 
ihareholders  that  there  is  little 
ioubt  that  the  group's  current 
/ear  sales  will  continue  to  in- 
:rease  and  a  "worthwhile 
mprovement"  in  profit  is 
:xpected. 

The  year  has  begun  success- 
:ully,  and  he  sees  no  reason 
vhy  it  should  not  continue  in 
he  same  way,  leading  to 
ligher  profits  and  an  increased 
lividend. 

One  of  the  big  intangibles, 
lowever,  is  the  effect  of  tax, 
le  adds.  It  is  difficult  to  say 
vhat  the  effect  of  VAT  will  be 
:xcept  to  say  that  it  will  require 
o  finance  a  substantial  addi- 
ional  sum  in  stocks  and 
lebtors. 

During  the  year  a  branch 
vas  opened  at  Aylesham,  and 
t  is  planned  to  open  a  further 
hree  this  year. 


Sarclay  &  Sons' 
lew  acquisition 

larclay  &  Sons  Ltd  have 
icquired  the  total  share  capital 
»f  Hildreth  &  Co  Ltd,  sup- 
)liers  of  occupational  health 
iroducts  in  the  Midlands. 

It  is  intended  that  Hildreth 
fill  be  closely  associated  with 
he  occupational  health  division 
if  Reynolds  &  Branson  Ltd. 
.eeds,  whose  range  of  pro- 
ducts, particularly  surgical  in- 
truments  and  furniture,  will 
iow  be  available  to  Hildreth's 
,000  industrial  customers.  Hil- 
reth  will  continue  to  operate 
s  a  separate  company  and  Mr 
Itanley  Foster,  who  has  owned 
he  company  for  21  years,  will 
ontinue  as  managing  director. 

The  board  of  Barclay's 
arent  company,  Barclay  Sec- 
rities  Ltd,  announced  this 
eek  that  it  is  to  recommend 

one-for-two  scrip  issue.  They 
Iso  intend  to  maintain  the  divi- 
end  rate  of  50  per  cent  on 
le  increased  capital. 

An  analysis  of  the  group's 
971  trading  results  (C&D, 
lay  27,  p  728)  shows  that 
harmaceuticals  contributed 
458,000  to  the  trading  profit 
gainst  £371,000  in  1970. 


Part  of  the  citric  acid  plant  at  the  Selby,  Yorks,  factory  of  John 
&  E.  Sturge  Ltd,  who  received  the  Queen's  Award  for  technolo- 
gical innovation.  Presentation  of  the  Award  was  made  on 
Monday  by  Brigadier  Kenneth  Hargraeves,  Lord  Lieutenant  for 
West  Riding  to  Sturge's  chairman  and  managing  director,  Dr 
E.  R.  S.  Winter 


Astra  forecast 
higher  sales 

The  president  and  chief  execu- 
tive of  Astra  AG,  Sweden  in 
his  annual  report  for  1971 
forecasts  an  increase  in  sales 
of  "at  least  20  per  cent,"  to  a 
total  of  approximately  US 
S177-3m  during  1972.  He  partly 
attributes  the  anticipated  large 
sales  gain  to  the  addition  of  a 
newly  formed  company,  Hassle- 
Ciba-Geigy,  but  the  group's 
other  units  are  also  expected 
to  increase  combined  sales  by 
at  least  15  per  cent,  he 
declares. 

Group  earnings  before  ap- 
propriations and  taxes  are 
expected  to  rise  from  US  $91m 
to  US  $ll-3m. 

ICI  production 
at  Severnside 

Imperial  Chemical  Industries 
Ltd's  Severnside  works  is  now 
the  starting  point  for  several 
bulk  chemicals  for  the  group's 
pharmaceutical  division. 
Employing  70  people,  output 
of  the  bulk  chemical  for 
Atromid-S — one  of  the  items 
provided  there — is  expected  to 
be  increased  when  a  new  plant 
is  commissioned  within  the 
existing  four-storey  building. 

Ayrton,  Saunders 
profits  up 

Pre-tax  profit  of  Ayrton, 
Saunders  &  Co  Ltd  rose  to 
£114,206  in  the  54  weeks  to 
February  26,  against  £60,763 
for  the  corresponding  period  of 
51    weeks.      The    board  are 


recommending  a  dividend  of 
10  per  cent  (up  from  6  per 
cent). 

Bayer  expect 
5-6%  sales  rise 

Shareholders  of  Farbenfabriken 
Bayer  AG,  Leverkusen,  West 
Germany  were  told  by  the 
chairman,  Kurt  Hansen  at  last 
week's  annual  meeting  that  the 
parent  company's  sales  during 
the  present  year  were  expected 
to  rise  by  between  5  and  6  per 
cent  against  a  rise  of  only 
1  per  cent  in  1971  to  DM 
6  276m. 

In  brief 

Coekburn  &  Co  Ltd,  Glasgow, 
increased  their  trading  profits 
for  the  year  to  March  31,  from 
£77,747  to  £97,388.  Net  profit 
was  £88,040  (against  £50,311). 
A  final  ordinary  dividend  of  10 
per  cent  (7  per  cent),  makes 
15  per  cent  on  capital  as  in- 
creased by  scrip  issue  (12  per 
cent  on  smaller  capital). 

Duphar  Laboratories  Ltd:  The 

administration  department  of 
all  Duphar  companies  is  now 
operating  from  Duphar  House, 
Gaters  Hill,  West  End,  South- 
ampton S03  3JD  (telephone 
West  End  2281). 

Mr    D.    A.    Wallace,  MPS, 

recently  closed  his  pharmacy 
at  56  Beech  Drive,  Wistaston, 
near  Crewe,  Cheshire,  and 
joined  P.  Williams  (Chemists) 
Ltd,  at  their  recently  opened 
shop  in  Victoria  Street,  Crewe. 

Associated    British  Maltsters' 

new  Scottish  malting  at  Car- 
noustie was   officially  opened 


by  Brigadier  J.  A.  Oliver  at  a 
reception  for  more  than  200 
guests  on  June  14. 

British  Oxygen  Co  Ltd:  Pre- 
tax profit  for  the  six  months 
ended  March  fell  to  £92 lm 
(from  £9-46m)  on  sales  £3m 
higher  at  £120m.  Interim  divi- 
dend of  4  per  cent  is  main- 
tained. 

Petfoods  Ltd  is  to  change  its 
name  to  Pedigree  Petfoods  Ltd 
from  July  3. 


Ronson  Products  Ltd  have 
appointed  Mr  E.  H.  Gibson 
home  sales  manager  of  their 
electrical  division. 
Radiol  Chemicals  Ltd  have 
appointed  Mr  B.  Aynsley  their 
representative  for  Cumberland, 
Durham,  North  Lancashire, 
Northumberland  and  Westmor- 
land, and  Mr  B.  J.  Young  for 
Cornwall,  Devon,  Dorset, 
Gloucestershire,  Somerset  and 
Wiltshire. 

Smith,  Kline  &  French  Labora- 
tories Ltd  have  appointed  Mr 
Peter  Castle  registration  officer 
in  their  animal  health  division. 
In  that  capacity  he  will  be 
responsible  for  negotiating 
licences  with  various  govern- 
mental departments  for  new 
animal   health  products. 

National  Economic  Develop- 
ment Council:  Sir  Henry  Jones, 
has  been  appointed  chairman 
of  the  Economic  Development 
Committee  for  the  Chemical 
Industry.  He  succeeds  Lord 
Pilkington  who  has  retired 
from  the  chairmanship  after 
serving  for  four-and-a-half 
years. 

Sir  Hentry  Jones,  is  chair- 
man of  Benzole  Producers  Ltd 
and  of  Benzene  Marketing  Co 
Ltd.  He  is  a  vice-chairman  of 
the  International  Executive 
Council  of  the  World  Energy 
Conference. 

Pfizer  Ltd  have  appointed  Mr 
William  Sharp,  MPS,  manager 
of  their  pharmaceutical  divi- 
sion. He  succeeds  Mr  Frank 
Goulding.  whose  election  as 
chairman  and  managing  direc- 
tor of  the  company  was  pre- 
viously announced. 

Mr  Sharp  joined  Pfizer  as 
a  medical  representative  in 
1953,  and  was  subsequently 
appointed  regional  sales  man- 
ager for  Scotland  and  North- 
ern England.  Between  1957 
and  1968,  he  held  a  number  of 
senior  sales  and  marketing 
appointments  at  the  company's 
UK  headquarters.  Since  1968, 
he  has  served  as  marketing 
director  of  the  division. 
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Topical  reflections 
by  Xrayser 


re 


Alderman  R.  V.  Campbell, 
MPSNI,  proprietor  ol  two  phar- 
macies in  Bangor,  co  Down 
and  a  former  mayor  of  the 
town,  is  to  be  made  the  sixth 
freeman  of  the  borough 

Mr  Cyril  Turner  who  received 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
Charter  Silver  Medal  this  year 
(C&D,  May  27,  p  737),  was 
chief  guest  at  a  dinner  recently 
given  by  his  local  branch  of 
which  he  has  been  secretary 
for  21  years. 

Deaths 

Duncan:  On  June  12,  suddenly, 
in  hospital,  Mr  John  Duncan, 
MPSNI,  29  Portrush  Road. 
Ballymoney,  co  Antrim,  aged 
59.  Mr  Duncan  qualified  in 
1935.  He  was  in  business  at 
Main  Street,  Ballymoney. 

McHenry:  On  June  13,  Miss 
Patricia  McHenry,  MPSI,  High 
Street,  Enniskillen,  co  Ferma- 
nagh, aged  79.  Miss  McHenry 
had  been  in  business  in  Ennis- 
killen for  over  40  years. 

Irish  news 

Irish  Congress 
programme 

With  under  for  months  to  this 
year's  Irish  Pharmaceutical 
Congress,  to  be  held  in  Tralee 
October  8-11,  the  organising 
committee  has  received  over  50 
advance  bookings.  The  panel 
of  speakers  will  discuss  a 
variety  of  pharmacy  topics 
ranging  from  local  problems 
to  those  which  will  confront 
Irish  pharmacists  when  they 
enter  Europe.  Among  the  lec- 
turers will  be  the  president  of 
the     Belgian  Pharmaceutical 


Association,  M.  Boris  Brus, 
with  a  paper  on  "Pharmacy  in 
the  EEC". 

The  programme  starts  on 
Sunday  with  a  dinner  followed 
by  the  official  opening,  and  a 
folk  concert. 

On  Monday  the  topics  are 
"The  history  of  pharmacy  in 
Ireland",  (speaker  Mr  N. 
Cooper)  "Pharmaceutical 
aspects  of  diabetes  mellitus", 
(Professor  D.  J.  O'Sullivan); 
"Pharmacy  in  the  EEC"  (Mr 
M.  F.  Walsh  and  M.  Brus). 
The  annual  meeting  of  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Ireland 
will  be  held  in  the  evening. 

Subjects  for  Tuesday  are: 
"Drug  interaction",  (Mr  Murty 
O'Connor,  Mr  P.  Pierse  Gray), 
coach  tour  to  Killarney,  and 
in  the  evening  "Review  of  the 
operation  of  the  Health  Services 
for  the  initial  six  months"  (Dr 
Brendan  Hensey,  Assistant 
Secretary,  Department  of 
Health;  Dr  Aidan  Meade  and 
Dr  W.  E.  Boles)  and  "Rodent 
control  in  Ireland"  (Mr  J.  K. 
Shelley,  supervising  inspector. 
Eastern  Health  Board)  with 
Mr  D.  W.  P.  Boyd  in  the 
chair. 

Wednesday:  "Use  and  misuse 
of  some  modern  drugs",  (Mr 
T.  O'Connell,  county  physician, 
Tralee  County  Hospital), 
"Evolution  of  drugs  in  psy- 
chiatric medicine"  (Professor 
Thomas  Lynch,  Mrs  Olive 
Corrigan);  golf  competition; 
sherry  reception;  banquet  and 
dance. 

The  Irish  Heart  Foundation 
"Mediscan"  mobile  unit  will 
be  available  to  pharmacists 
during  Congress  (by  appoint- 
ment). A  representative  of  the 
Department  of  Health  will  be 
present  to  discuss  problems 
related  to  the  Health  Services. 
Free  salmon  fishing  on  River 
Laune  available. 

A  special  ladies'  programme 
includes  a  tour  of  Dingle  Pen- 
insula, film  show,  a  cook-in,  a 
display  by  Kerry  Leather 
Fashions  Ltd,  hairdressing,  and 
"Departure  of  an  Exile,"  pre- 
sented in  music  and  dance  by 
I.istowel  Comhaltas  group. 


Pharmacy 
changes 


Mr  Eamonn  N.  Kinirons, 
Granvillepark,  Blackrock,  has 
opened  a  new  pharmacy  in 
Main  Street,  Lucan.  Mr  Kini- 
rons, who  qualified  in  1953, 
was  a  former  medical  represen- 
tative with  Smith,  French  and 
Kline,  and  later  worked  with 
Ciba  Laboratories  Ltd. 

Mrs  Mary  Brigid  O'Nuallain 
has  disposed  of  her  pharmacy 
at  Terenure  Road  East,  Dublin. 


Crystal  ball 


Mr  J.  A.  Myers  could  scarcely  have  expected  a  complete 
answer  to  the  question  he  put  to  the  June  meeting  of  the 
Council  unless  he  hoped  that  among  the  newly-elected 
members  there  was  a  crystal-ball  gazer.  He  asked :  "How 
many  pharmacies  are  likely  to  be  closed  in  the  next  ten 
years  and  what  effect  will  this  have  on  the  premises  and 
retention  fees  income  of  the  Society?" 

Mr  Myers  had  in  mind  a  statement  from  Lord  Aberdare 
that  three  thousand  family  doctors  would  be  practising  from 
over  500  health  centres  by  the  end  of  1974.  The  answer  was 
that  a  guess  "for  what  it  is  worth"  was  that  the  number 
might  be  2,000,  but  there  were  signs  that  the  closure  rate  was 
levelling  out,  and  that  the  full  effect  of  the  health  centre 
building  programme  had  not  yet  been  seen. 

There  are  so  many  imponderables  that  the  Council's  guess, 
Mr  Myers'  own  guess,  and  that  of  anyone  else,  are  of  little 
value.  We  are  nearing  the  end  of  a  situation  which  arose 
out  of  the  chaotic  effect  on  pharmacy  of  the  1914-18  war. 
Large  numbers  of  pharmacists  came  on  to  the  market  at 
that  time,  many  more  than  could  be  absorbed  into  the  exist- 
ing pattern,  and  for  many  the  only  hope  of  practising  their 
profession  and  obtaining  a  precarious  livelihood  was  to  open 
business  on  their  own  account,  frequently  in  opposition  to 
pharmacies  which  were  themselves  not  particularly  healthy 
in  an  economic  sense. 

That  group  has  been,  in  recent  years,  coming  to  the  end 
of  its  active  life,  and  it  is  sad  that,  after  many  years  of  com- 
parative hardship,  many  of  those  who  have  striven  so  hard 
have  been  left  with  a  business  which  has  found  no  successor. 
That  I  believe,  has  accounted  for  a  large  number  of  the 
closures  which  have  exercised  the  leaders  of  pharmacy  in 
recent  years,  and  it  may  be  that  some  of  the  levelling  out  is 
attributable  to  that  particular  factor.  There  has  also  been  the 
impact  of  environmental  change  in  which  demolition  and 
reconstruction  have  altered  the  existing  pattern. 

Not  new 

Environmental  change  is  not  something  of  recent  origin — it 
has  been  part  of  growth  and  development  over  the  years, 
and  reference  to  street  and  trade  directories  of  a  century  ago 
discloses  the  melancholy  fact  that  pharmacies  have  been 
vanishing  from  the  scene  for  a  very  long  time. 

The  centre  of  the  city  gradually  ceased  to  be  a  centre  of 
habitation,  and  modern  transport  has  led  to  the  scattering 
of  what  was  once  a  close-knit  and  compact  community.  That 
has  continued  to  happen  with  ever-increasing  speed  following 
the  expansion  since  the  late  war,  with  totally  changed  con- 
cepts of  housing,  and  we  have  still  to  come  to  terms  with  it. 

New  concepts 

And  now  there  is  the  question  of  a  new  approach  to  medical 
practice  which  was  the  basis  of  the  question  asked  by  Mr 
Myers.  There  is,  for  the  moment,  great  departmental  and 
medical  enthusiasm  for  the  group  practice  or  health  centre, 
and  as  yet  it  is  not  known  what  the  public  reaction  to  such 
change  will  be.  For  the  moment,  the  convenience  of  the 
public  geographically  does  not  seem  to  have  been  the  over- 
riding factor  in  the  siting  of  such  places,  and  it  may  be  that 
experience  will  show  that  the  sudden  rush  to  build  large 
centres  will  undergo  considerable  modification. 

For,  after  all,  the  public,  who  ultimately  foot  the  bill, 
are  surely  entitled  to  some  say  in  the  matter. 
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v  Baby  care 

Poppa  pants 
is  Interbro    are    introducing    Poppa  baby 
„  pants  (£0I9)  which  are  made  of  clear 

plastic,  lanolised  for  softness  and  incor- 
.  porate   press   stud   fastenings   each  side 

of  the  front  and  a  pocket  for  disposable 
a  'nappies. 

u  1    The  company  also  supply  Caroline  dis- 
;   posable  nappies   packed  in  carry  home 
n  polythene  bags  in  30's  (£0-33),  50's  (£0-63) 
and  100's  (£0  89)  and  there  are  also  plans 
1,1  to  produce  units  of  200. 
jj,      The  product  has  an  outer  layer  of  non- 
woven  viscose  with  high  wet  strength  and 
smooth  surface  even  when  wet  and  a 

*  cellulose  inner  skin   with   defibred  pulp 

*  jto  ensure  high  absorbancy. 

I  Advertising  appears  in  the  Bounty  Baby 
f  Book  and  sampling  in  Gift  Pax  (Interbro 
l(  Ltd,  Cavridy  House,  Ladymead,  Guild- 
j  [ford). 

Health  foods 

German  honeys  and  drink 

i  IFrom   one   of   the   largest   health  food 
,  [manufacturers   in   Germany  Eden-Waren 
.  GmbH,  Bad  Soden  come  a  range  of  six 
;  fioneys  packed  in  lib  jars.  It  consists  of 
lime  and  locust  tree  honey  (£0-37),  sun- 
flower   (£0-33),    country    flower  (£0-32), 
wild  blossom  (£0-33),  sage  honey  (£0-36), 
'Dalmatian  sage  honey  (£0-43).  Also  im- 
ported   from   Germany   is   Eden  quince 
!  (prink,  24  fl  oz  (£033j)  made  from  fully 
ripened    selected   fruit.    It   is   ready  for 
drinking  being  sweetened  and  diluted  but 
iUnfermented  and  unfiltered  (Distributors 
lAlfonal  Ltd,  Byfleet,  Surrey). 

Sundries 

Hygienic  thermometer  holders 
jlKn  ever  ready  hygienic  clinical  thermo- 
Ijneter  is  achieved  by  the  Steritherm 
Iplinical  pack  comprising  a  clinical  ther- 
Imometer  in  an  antiseptic  fluid  both  in  a 
■plastic  screw  top  container.  The  device  also 
Jhas  a  bracket  and  pad  for  wall  fixing. 

The  steriliser  can  be  removed  from  the 
jaracket  when  the  thermometer  is  to  be 
llised.  The  complete  pack  with  holder, 
t  hermometer  and  bracket  (£0-75)  is  suit- 

ible  for  home  or  hospital  use  and  for 


retailers  there  are  magenta  display  car- 
tons of  five  (S.  Brannan  &  Sons  Ltd, 
Cleator  Moor,  Cumberland). 

Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Self-portrait  eyes 

Due  to  be  on  sale  September  1  are  Eliza- 
beth Arden's  self-portrait  eyes  collection 
(£1-25)  which  consists  of  a  choice  of 
Sweetpink  Ultrafrost,  a  gentle  pink  with 
frosty  gleam  and  Pewter  Powderfrost,  a 
soft  deepish  grey  (Elizabeth  Arden  Ltd, 
20  New  Bond  Street,  London  W1A  2AE). 

Rosedale  shower  foam 
Rosedale  have  introduced  a  shower  foam, 
presented  in  an  aerosol  (£0  39).  Perfumed 
with  May  Green,  it  should  be  sprayed  on 
to  a  thoroughly  wet  body  at  about  two- 
inch  distance  to  leave  the  skin  feeling  soft 
and  cleansed  (Fassett  &  Johnson  Ltd,  19 
Radford  Crescent,  Billericay,  Essex). 

Black  Label  pre-electric  shave 
On  sale  early  next  month  is  Yardley's  pre- 
electric  shave  lotion  in  their  Black  Label 
range  in  54cc  bottles  (£0  49).  It  is  said  to 
leave  the  skin  cool  and  comfortable  after 
a  "faster  and  closer  shave"  (Yardley  of 
London  Ltd,  33  Old  Bond  Street,  London 
Wl). 

Orlane's  Bronzilane 
Orlane  have  introduced  Bronzilane  (£1-90), 
a  slightly  tinted  non-greasy  emulsion, 
which  is  said  to  be  efficient  in  salt  water. 
In  addition  the  company  are  offering  from 
the  beginning  of  July  Creme  a  l'Orange 
and  Creme  Naturelle  banded  together  for 
£2-50,  a  saving  of  £0-30,  and  special 
summer  loz  Eau  de  Toilette  atomisers  of 
Jean  d'Albret  Ecusson  and  Princesse 
d'Albret  at  £135,  a  saving  of  £0-15  (Sirex 
Ltd,  125  High  Holborn,  London  WC1). 

Yardley's  Quickwink 
Yardley  have  introduced  a  range  of 
mascaras,  called  Quickwink,  (£0  59)  which 
are  packed  in  gold-capped  black  tubes 
with  a  spiral  brush  and  are  available  in 
black,  brown,  grey,  blue  or  mauve. 

In  addition,  the  company  have  amal- 
gamated their  Pearly  Shiners  with  Pearly 
Cream  colours,  and  added  two  new 
shades,  making  a  total  of  10:  Spiced 
Snow,  Pink  Pansy,  Pretty  Aqua,  Pretty 
Blye.  Pretty  White,  Pretty  Beige,  Deep 
Aqua,  Smoky  Grey,  Violet  and  Smoky 
Green  (Yardley  of  London  Ltd,  33  Old 
Bend  Street,  London  Wl). 

Charles  of  the  Ritz  newcomers 
Arrivals  at  pharmacies  next  month  from 
Charles  of  the  Ritz  include  Powder  Trans- 
lucent (£2  35),  a  loose  face  powder  which 
comes  in  one  shade  and  is  presented  in  a 
50g  container  with  a  plastic  safety  cover 


to  ensure  safety  during  travel  along  with 
milk  cleanser  (£11 5)  and  Liqui-Fresh 
tonic  (£105)  in  120cc  polythene  bottles. 

Also  available  will  be  Blushing  Pom- 
made  Creme  gel  spotlighter,  (£1-95)  in 
five  shades — Pinkopal  Lights  for  high- 
lighting and  Chili  Peach,  Canyon  Rose, 
Cedar  Mauve  and  Bronze  for  use  as  a 
blusher.  These  colours  are  in  addition 
applied  to  the  Blushing  Powder  (£225) 
along  with  a  frosted  highlighter.  Barebuff 
Lights,  and  presented  in  a  slim  compact 
with  mirror  and  brush.  New  shades  are 
Brandy  Red  and  Frosted  Pombeige  in  Lip 
Pommades  and  Snow  Blue  Frost,  Sea- 
Green  Mist,  Mochamist  and  Pearly  Pewter 
in  Eyeshadow  Pommades  (Charles  of  the 
Ritz  Ltd,  Brook  House,  Park  Lane. 
London  Wl). 


PRESCRIPTION 
SPECjjjtmES 

DIPIDOLOR  injection 

Manufacturer  Janssen  Pharmaceuticals,  Divi- 
sion of  Ortho  Pharmaceutical  Ltd,  Saunder- 
ton,  High  Wycombe,  Buckinghamshire 
Description  Clear,  colourless,  injectable  solu- 
tion containing  lOmg  piritramide  per  ml 
Indications  Post-operative  pain  relief 
Dosage     By     intramuscular     injection  2ml 
(20mg).  Depending  on  the  severity  of  pain, 
repeat  doses  may  be  given  every  six  hours 
up  to  a  maximum  of  four  doses 
Precautions  Caution  should  be  observed  in 
administering  the   product  during  the  first 
three  months  of  pregnancy 
Side   effects    Rarely,   respiratory  depression 
and  emetic  effects  can  occur 
Shelf  life  Stable  for  5  years  under  normal 
storage  conditions 

Packs  10  215-ml  ampoules  (£2-48),  to 
hospitals  only 

Supply  restrictions  PI,  SI,  DDA 
Issued  June  1972 

ALTHESIN  injection 

Manufacturer  Glaxo  Laboratories  Ltd,  Green- 
ford,  Middlesex 

Description    Ready-prepared   clear  injection 
solution  containing  per  ml  alphaxolone  9mg 
and  alphadolone  acetate  3mg 
Indications  Induction  of  anaesthesia  and  the 
main     anaesthetic     for    short  procedures, 
especially  when  rapid  recovery  is  required ; 
except  in  infants  up  to  1  year,  obstetrics, 
obstructive  jaundice  and  neurosurgery 
Contraindications  None  known 
Dosage  Usual  dose  by  slow  intravenous  in- 
jection  (ie,   over    15-30  seconds)   for  both 
children  and  adults  lies  between  005ml  and 
0  075ml  per  kg  body  weight 
Precautions   Should  be  used   with  care  in 
patients  known  to  have  suffered  acute  hypo- 
tension reactions  with  other  anaesthetics.  The 
effect  will  be  enhanced  in  patients  with  im- 
paired liver  function 

Side  effects  Occasional  muscle  excitation 
during  induction :  possible  short  periods  of 
coughing  during  recovery.  Lachrymation 
may  also  occur,  and  nausea  and  vomiting 
are  possible 

Storage  At   room   temperature  (not   to  be 
refrigerated)  and  protected  from  light 
Shelf  life  Two  years 

Packs      Ten   5ml   ampoules  (hospital  price 
£2-40)  and  ten  10ml  ampoules  (£4-60) 
Supply  restrictions  Recommended  on  prescrip- 
tion only 

Issued  June  26,  1972 
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Oriental  Dragonhead 

Shulton  (Great  Britain)  Ltd,  Trevor 
House,  100  Brompton  Road,  London  SW3, 
are  launching  Oriental  Spice  after  shave 
and  shower  in  lOOcc  Dragonhead  con- 
tainers (£L40),  due  to  be  on  sale  in 
August.  The  company  are  also  making 
available,  for  as  long  as  stocks  last,  Car- 
ven's  Vetiver  after  shave  atomiser  (£1-25). 

New  formula  and  package  design 

L'Oreal's  Colour  Glo  semi-permanent  hair 
colourant  has  been  repackaged  in  an 
amber  glass  bottle  with  knobbled  lower 
section  and  reformulated  as  a  shampoo- 
in  product. 

The  range  is  now  standardised  to  10 
shades :  Dark  Brown  Sable,  Rich  Brown 
Sable,  Deep  Auburn,  Golden  Chestnut, 
Auburn,  Black  Tulip,  Black  Sapphire, 
Dark  Brown  Sherry,  Molten  Gold  and 
Deep  Rich  Chestnut.  This  is  supported 
by  new  display  material  and  shade  charts 
with  an  advertising  campaign  scheduled 
for  Autumn  in  all  leading  teenage  maga- 
zines. In  addition,  Golden  Ltd,  Berkeley 
Square  House,  Berkeley  Square,  London 
Wl  are  offering  bonus  terms  to  the 
trade  until  July  28,  of  which  details  can 
be  obtained  from  representatives. 

Innoxa's  summer  introductions 

For  the  summer  holiday  period,  Innoxa 
(England)  Ltd,  Innoxa  House,  436  Essex 
Road,  London  Nl,  have  launched  Ging- 
ham toilet  water  in  a  trial  size  bottle 
(£0-25)  and  Skin  shampoo  41  and  Hair 
shampoo  41  in  sachets  (£0  05).  In  addition, 
Coloursheen  cream  stick  makeup  comes 
in  Chestnut  for  shaping  a  suntanned  face. 

New  terms  for  Eire 

John  Wyeth  &  Brother  Ltd,  Huntercombe 
Lane  South,  Taplow,  Maidenhead,  Berks, 
are  introducing  revised  direct  account  trad- 
ing terms  in  Eire.  As  from  June  26  the 
new  terms  will  give  a  7|  per  cent  dis- 
count on  all  orders  valued  at  £25  or  over. 

Pack  prices  being  confused 

Ortho  Pharmaceutical  Ltd,  Saunderton, 
High  Wycombe,  Bucks,  report  that  some 
pharmacists  are  retailing  the  Ortho-Novin 
1/50  L'nipak  at  the  same  price  as  the 
Dialpak  (£0-44)  instead  of  the  correct 
price,  £0-35.  The  Unipak  was  introduced 
as  a  simple  presentation  catering  for  that 
section  of  the  market  in  which  price  is 
very  important. 

Wooden  hair  decoration 

Ravina  Ltd,  3  Barton  Road,  Water  Eaton 
Industrial  Estate,  Bletchley,  Milton 
Keyes,  Bucks,  have  added  Oval  Wood 
Effect  (£0-20)  to  their  range  of  Barrette 
hair  decorations.  This  addition,  coded 
No  703,  can  be  used  for  securing  the 
hair  and  is  presented  in  a  blister  pack. 


oriental  spice 


Christmas  showrooms 

Cussons  Sons  &  Co  Ltd  at  Griffin  Hotel, 
Leeds,  June  26-30;  Five  Bridges  Hotel, 
Gateshead,  July  3-7;  Metropole  Hotel, 
Brighton,  July  10-14;  Midland  Hotel,  Bir- 
mingham, July  10-14;  Piccadilly  Hotel, 
Manchester,  July  17-21;  Greyhound  Hotel, 
Croydon,  July  24-28;  Hendon  Hall  Hotel, 
July  31-August  4;  St.  Enoch's  Hotel, 
Glasgow,  August  21-25. 
Helena  Rubinstein  Ltd  at  Hotel  Metro- 
pole,    Leeds,   June   26-29;    Royal  Turks 


Head,  Newcastle,  July  4-6;  Castle  Hotel 
Norwich,  July  4-6;  Midland  Hotel,  Bir 
mingham,  July  10-13;  Grand  Hotel 
Brighton,  July  10-13;  Hotel  Piccadilly 
Manchester,  July  17-20;  Unicorn  Hotel 
Bristol.  August  1-3;  Hendon  Hall  Hotel 
July  31-August  3. 

Jackel  &  Co  Ltd  at  Griffin  Hotel,  Leeds 
June  26-July  6;  Royal  Station  Hotel,  New- 
castle upon  Tyne,  July  3-6;  Douglas 
Hotel,  Aberdeen,  July  4  (pm)-6;  Gordor 
Arms  Hotel,  Elgin,  July  10;  Imperia: 
Hotel,  Birmingham,  July  10-13;  Metropole 
Hotel,  Brighton,  July  10-13;  County 
Hotel,  Nottingham,  July  11  (noon)-13: 
Caledonian  Hotel,  Inverness,  July  12  and 
13;  Trade  Showrooms,  Solway  House. 
Aytoln  Street,  Manchester,  July  17-20: 
Queens  Hotel,  Cardiff,  July  17-20;  Tay 
Centre  Hotel.  Dundee,  July  18  (pm)-20; 
Midland  Hotel,  Leicester,  July  19  and 
20;  Greyhound  Hotel,  Croydon,  July  24- 
27;  George  Hotel,  Edinburgh,  July  24-27; 
Crown  and  Anchor  Hotel,  Stoke-on-Trent, 
July  26  and  27;  Stork  Hotel,  Liverpool, 
July  26-28;  Hendon  Hall  Hotel,  July  31- 
August  3;  The  Round  House,  Bourne- 
mouth, August  9  and  10.  All  dates  are 
inclusive. 

Bonus  offers 

Earex  Ltd,  Tulketh  Street,  Southport. 
Lanes,  one  large  Taylors  Sevnols  embro- 
cation (£0-35)  free  with  12  Earex  drops. 
Through  wholesalers  during  July. 


Supersoft  relaunch 


The  current  relaunch  of  Supersoft  hair- 
spray  should  rapidly  double  the  product's 
market  share.  That  confident  prediction 
is  made  by  Reckitt  &  Colman  toiletries 
division,  who  this  week  make  public  the 
formula  and  presentation  "breakthrough" 
they  believe  they  have  achieved. 

R&C  say  that  new  Supersoft  combines 
the  dual  advantages  of  spraying  on  finely 
and  evenly  and  leaving  the  hair  gently 
soft  and  manageable.  Group  manager,  Mr 
Raymond  Reeve  says  "The  means  of  ob- 
taining   softness    and    fineness    are  the 


opposites  of  those  for  obtaining  firm 
hold,  but  we  have  succeeded  in  satisfac- 
torily combining  the  two,  where  others 
have  failed.  In  technical  terms  the  aim 
seemed  impossible.  But  we  produced  a 
totally  new  product  based  on  an  exclusive 
resin  system". 

R&C  researched  the  product  among 
5,000  women  and  report  that  over  70 
per  cent  classed  it  as  significantly  better 
than  any  other  popular  hairspray. 

Developing  the  new  packaging  took 
nearly  a  year  and  involved  the  heaviest 
research  programme  that  the  company 
have  yet  undertaken.  "We  were  looking 
for  a  spectacular  ideal.  It  had  to  be 
more  impactful  than  competition,  yet  look 
modern,  elegant,  cosmetic  and  obviously 
concerned  with  hair  care". 

The  new  Supersoft  is  in  two  sizes: 
standard  (120g  £0-26)  and  medium  (200g 
£0  36),  and  each  size  is  in  four  variants. 
Three  of  these  are  to  meet  the  differing 
needs  of  different  hair  types,  normal,  dry 
and  greasy,  in  cerulean  blue,  summer  lilac 
and  ilex  green  respectively — and  for  extra 
hair  control  a  variant  in  blush  rose. 

Sales  of  new  Supersoft  are  said  to  be 
already  at  least  400  per  cent  of  normal, 
even  before  new  advertising  has  broken. 
From  mid-July  there  will  be  national  tele- 
vision advertising,  with  £200,000  support- 
ing the  first  12  weeks.  Full  page  colour 
advertising  in  major  women's  magazines 
will  give  women  an  early  opportunity  to 
see  the  new  packaging  in  colour. 
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PROMOTIONS 
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Pharmaton  for  living 

"Life  is  for  Living"  is  the  theme  of  the 
latest  advertising  campaign  for  Pharmaton 
capsules,  which  runs  from  July  to  Novem- 
ber in  Daily  Express,  Daily  Mail,  Daily 
Telegraph,  Evening  News,  Evening  Stand- 
ard, Radio  Times,  TV  Times  and  Read' 

I  er's  Digest,  to  reach  94  per  cent  of  the 
target  market. 

In  addition,  there  are  two  bonus  offers 
to  retailers  in  operation  until  July  29. 
These  consist  of  1  x  30  bottle  free  on 

i  every  parcel  of  5  x  30's  capsules  and 
1  x  100's  and  an  extra  1\  per  cent  off  all 

I  orders   of   three   bottles   of   30  (Vestric 
Ltd,  Chapel  Street,   Runcorn,  Cheshire). 

National  campaign  for  Natroslim 

Natroslim,  the  slimming  aid,  is  to  be 
advertised  nationally  in  Sunday  Express, 
Sunday  Telegraph,  Sunday  Times,  Daily 
Express,  Daily  Telegraph,  Daily  Mail, 
Slimming,  She,  Cosmopolitan,  Harpers  & 
Queen,  Woman  &  Home,  Vogue,  Woman's 
I  Journal  and  Good  Housekeeping  (Angel 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Ltd,  422  St  John 
Street,  London  EC1U  4NJ). 

Dogband  advertising 

Shellgard  Dogband,  the  Vapona  impregna- 
ted collar,  is  currently  being  advertised 
extensively  in  the  national  Press  and  is 
being  supported  at  point  of  sale  by 
colourful  display  packs  and  outer  (Ashe 
Laboratories  Ltd,  Ashtree  Works,  Kings- 
ton Road,  Leatherhead,  Surrey). 

Consumer  sampling  for  Libresse 

!  Libresse,  which  is  claimed  to  have  won 
i  9-5  per  cent  of  retail  pharmacists'  sales  of 
sanitary  towels  in  less  than  eight  months, 
1  is  to  be  the  subject  of  a  consumer  sampl- 
I  ing  campaign,  advertised  through  maga- 

I  zines  including  Woman,  Woman's  Own, 
|  Nova,  19,  Money  and  Petticoat. 

I I  Every  first  advertisement  of  each  series 
jj  includes  the  invitation  to  write  to  the 
I  manufacturers  for  the  sample  pack, 
j  encouraged  by  a  down-to-earth  theme, 
IS  headlined   "Libresse — the   sanitary  towel 

that  isn't  .  .  .",  and  full  explanatory  details 
j  about  the  product  (Sancella  Ltd,  Sancella 
!  House,  Harpenden,  Herts). 

I  Contac  400  "goes  karting" 

1  Menley  &  James  are  sponsoring  the 
1  Hitchin  and  District  Round  Table's  Go- 
|  Kart  Grand  Prix  on  July  1  as  a  "vehicle" 
I  for  Contac  400,  which  will  be  flashed  on 
J  drivers'  helmets,  cross  track  banners  and 
I  many  other  sites  during  the  afternoon. 
I  The  programme  comprises  seven  races 
f  (Menley  &  James  Laboratories,  Welwyn 
I  Garden  City,  Herts). 

Radian-B  outer 

I  Radiol  Chemicals  are  now  distributing  a 
|j  new  display  outer  for  Radian-B  in  con- 
j:  junction  with  an  advertising  campaign, 
'  scheduled  to  cover  all  the  big  circulation 
j  national  daily  and  Sunday  papers  on 
themes  related  to  summer  activities — house 
decorating,  gardening  and  sports  (Radiol 
I  Chemicals  Ltd,  Stepfield,  Witham,  Essex). 


Anadin's  First  Aid  Guide,  approved  by  a 
medical  panel,  spells  out  simple  but 
fundamental  rules  that  can  be  followed 
by  anyone  in  an  emergency,  including 
artificial  respiration,  serious  bleeding, 
poisoning,  burns  and  scalds,  broken 
bones  and  shock.  The  guide  is  to  be 
distributed  to  pharmacists  throughout 
Britain  for  them  to  make  available  free 
to  the  public  (International  Chemical  Co 
Ltd,  11  Chenies  Street,  London  WC1E 
7ET) 

Lectric  Shave  tankard 

James  B.  Williams  Co  (England)  Ltd 
are  offering  the  consumer  a  one  pint 
Silverwood  Glass  Bottom  tankard  for 
£1-45  and  one  Williams  Lectric  Shave 
carton  as  proof  of  purchase.  This  is 
identfied  at  point  of  sale  by  a  merchan- 
dising unit  now  available  and  to  be 
advertised  nationally. 

The  company  predict  that  the  UK  pre- 
shave  market  is  "going  to  explode"  and 
that  the  present  £1  million  market  could 
quadruple  within  five  years.  They  claim 
that  Lectric  Shave  is  the  world's  largest 
selling  pre-shave  lotion  with  a  63  per 
cent  brand  share  in  the  USA  and  47  per 
cent  in  France  (Southall  Sales  Ltd, 
Welwyn  Garden  City,  Herts). 

Outdoor  Girl  to  Jamaica 

A  two-week  holiday  for  two  in  Jamaica 
is  the  first  prize  for  Outdoor  Girl's  con- 
sumer competition  currently  being  run 
through  stockists.  Second  prize  is  a  fort- 
night for  two  in  Greece  and  the  third 
prize  a  one  week  holiday  for  two  in 
Majorca.  This  has  been  organised  in 
conjunction  with  Thomsons  Skytours. 

In  addition,  each  purchaser  of  Tanfastic, 
is  entitled  to  buy  a  Polaroid  swinger  sen- 
tinel camera  at  £4,  a  saving  of  £1-95. 
The  company  have  announced  advertising 
plans  for  the  next  two  months,  which 
cover  19,  She  and  Over  21  in  July  and 
the  latter  magazine  in  August  (Myram 
Picker  Ltd.  Hook  Rise,  Kingston  By-pass, 
Surbiton,  Surrey). 

Lux  and  Miss  GB 

Lux  Beauty  soap  are  sponsoring  the  Miss 
Great  Britain  national  beauty  contest, 
organised  by  the  borough  of  Morecambe 
and  Heysham. 

The  winner,  to  be  awarded  the  largest 
ever  first  prize  of  £2,500  cash  as  well  as 
the  Lux  beauty  crown,  will  appear  in  Lux 
TV  commercials  and  will  also  be  featured 
in  promotions.  The  finals  of  the  contest 
being  held  on  September  12  and  13  will 
be  televised  nationally  from  the  Winter 


Garden  Theatre,  Morecambe,  Lanes. 

In  addition,  during  the  qualifying  heats 
which  are  running  until  August  16,  leaflets 
incorporating  3p  off  coupons  against  a 
bar  of  the  soap  will  be  distributed.  These 
are  valid  until  October  30  (Lever  Brothers 
&  Associates  Ltd,  Port  Sunlight,  Birken- 
head, Cheshire). 

Ladies'  point-to-point 

Goya  were  the  sponsors  of  the  first  ever 
ladies'  point-to-point  championship,  held 
recently  at  the  Melton  Hunt,  following  a 
similar  involvement  with  the  first  ever  race 
for  lady  jockeys,  run  under  Jockey  Club 
rules. 

As  well  as  the  £40  prize  money,  the 
winner  of  the  point-to-point  received  a 
special  trophy  and  a  "bumper  parcel"  of 
Goya  perfumes  and  beauty  products.  All 
the  competitors,  including  those  who  came 
second  and  third  with  prizes  of  £10  and 
£5  respectively,  received  gift  boxes  and 
the  spectators  were  given  sachets  of 
Aqua  Manda  herbal  foam  bath  (Goya 
Ltd,  Badminton  Court,  Amersham, 
Bucks). 

Consumer  Offers 

□  Banded  Vosene  standard  packs  at  9p 
off  and  economy  packs  at  15p  off 
(Beecham  toiletry  division,  Beecham 
House,  Brentford,  Middlesex). 

□  A  flashed  offer  on  300  and  650  Her- 
mesetas  packs  of  a  free  full  colour  calorie 
chart  with  glossy  spongeable  surface  to 
hang  in  the  kitchen  (Crookes  Anestan 
Ltd,  1  Thane  Road  West,  Nottingham). 

□  Worth  have  extended  their  special  offer 
of  Eau  de  Je  Reviens  and  Monsieur 
Worth  sports  Cologne  atomisers  (£1T7) 
(Worth  Perfumes  Ltd,  Magnolia  House, 
160  Thames  Road,  Chiswick,  London  W4 
3RG). 


OH  TV  HiHTWEEK 

»  |'|'|'i||m""1''"™'1''^^ 

Ln  =  London;  M  =  Midland;  Lc  =  Lancashire; 
Y  =  Yorkshire;  Sc  =  Scotland;  WW  =  Wales 
and  West;  So  =  South;  NE  =  North-east:  A  = 
Anglia;  U  =  Ulster;  We  =  Westward;  B  = 
Border;  G  =  Grampian;  E  =  Eireann;  CI  = 
Channel  Islands. 

Adorn:  All  except  E 
Alka-Seltzer:  All  areas 
Andrews  Liver  Salt:  All  except  U,  E 
Aquasil:  So 

Close-up:  All  except  E 

Cutex  colour  schemers:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  Y,  Sc 

Elastoplast:  Ln,  Lc,  Y,  Sc,  So,  NE,  A, 

We,  B,  G,  CI 

Foot  Guard:  So 

Harmony  hairspray:  All  except  E 
Immac:  M,  Y,  Sc,  WW,  NE,  A,  U,  We,  Ct 
Light  powder  Arrid  extra  dry:  All  except 
U,  E 

Polaroid  sunglasses:  All  areas 

Polaroid    Super   Swinger   cameras:  All 

areas 

Right  Guard:  All  except  E 

Shield:  All  except  E 

Signal:  All  except  E 

SR:  All  except  E 

Sunsilk  shampoo:  All  except  E 

Tempo:  All  except  E 

Vapona:  Ln,  M  Sc,  WW,  So,  A 

Vapona  Spirelle:  So 

Zubes  honey  and  lemon  sweets:  M 
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The  key  to 

promotion 

success 

Good  planning  and  the  involvement  of 
sales  staff — those  are  the  major  keys  to 
successful  toiletries  promotion,  one 
chemist  chain  has  found. 

Four  years  ago,  E.  Moss  Ltd,  who  trade 
in  Middlesex,  Surrey  and  Buckingham- 
shire, believed  that  promotions  were  not 
for  them.  But  they  were  persuaded  by 
Beecham  Products  to  stage  a  limited  ex- 
perimental promotion  in  three  of  their 
shops. 

The  product  was  Silvikrin  hair  spray, 
and  the  success  of  the  operation,  although 
modest,  was  immediate  and  convincing. 
Other  Beecham  promotions  soon  followed, 
with  a  wider  range  of  products  and  staged 
throughout  the  Moss  chain.  With  the 
company's  assistance,  each  promotion  was 
carefully  planned,  suitable  products  selec- 
ted and  a  formula  for  profitable  promo- 
tions soon  evolved  and  was  established  to 
provide  a  programme  which  has  since 
proved  to  be  consistently  and  mutually 
profitable. 

Now  completely  promotion-oriented,  E. 
Moss  was  among  the  first  to  run  a  special 
launch  promotion  for  the  New  Bristow's 
shampoo  and  conditioner-in-one,  a  pro- 
motion which  proved  so  effective  that  it 
was  extended  to  run  over  a  12  week 
period.  Sales  of  New  Bristow's  during  just 
those  three  months  reached  more  than 
double  those  for  the  whole  of  1971. 

Mrs  Peggy  Butteriss,  the  company's 
toiletry  buyer,  says  that  before  embarking 
on  a  promotion  every  aspect  is  studied  in 
great  detail,  taking  into  account  time  of 
year  and  prevailing  market  conditions.  "A 
price  is  then  fixed  which  will  give  maxi- 
mum incentive  to  the  customer  and  yet 
allow  a  healthy  margin.  Sales  targets  are 
set  for  each  outlet  calculated  on  the  in- 
dividual branch  traffic  volume. 

Incentive  scheme 

"We  have  developed  a  sales  incentive 
scheme  which  enables  sales  staff  to  take  a 
deeper  interest  and  contribute  to  the  effort 
of  the  entire  group.  It  is  a  points  system 
and  has  been  devised  in  such  a  way  as  to 
give  each  member  an  opportunity  to  com- 
pete on  an  equal  footing.  I  think  this 
scheme  to  be  very  important — after  all, 
it's  the  sales  function  which  has  a  direct 
bearing  on  the  degree  of  success  of  any 
promotion." 

Moss  have  developed  a  regular  pro- 
gramme for  promoting  major  toiletry 
lines.  As  a  result  they  enjoy  a  high  de- 
gree of  customer  loyalty.  They  have 
found  in  almost  every  case  that  sales  re- 
tain a  higher  level  after  the  end  of  a 
promotion  than  that  achieved  prior  to  the 
promotion.  Toothpaste  for  example,  is 
promoted  in  all  Moss  branches  every 
other  month.  As  a  result  of  this  constant 


An   assistant  in  one  of  the  E.   Moss  branches  restocks  promotional  displays 


pressure,  annual  sales  of  Macleans  Fresh- 
mint  and  White  Fluoride  have  more  than 
doubled  in  three  years. 

The  Moss  view  is  that  if  the  chemist  is 
constantly  surrounded  by  promotions  in 


neighbouring  grocery  outlets,  the  only 
way  he  can  benefit  is  by  planning.  Here 
it  is  up  to  the  chemist  to  make  full  use 
of  the  manufacturers'  expertise,  as  Moss 
have  done. 


MANUFACTURERS 


Synthetic  l-methanol 

Following  almost  10  years  research,  Haar- 
mann  &  Reimer  GmbH,  Holzminden, 
West  Germany,  say  they  are  the  first 
European  company  to  produce  synthetic 
l-methanol.  According  to  Haarmann  & 
Reimer,  their  synthetic  l-methanol  is  a 
full  equivalent  to  natural  menthol. 

'Ethicals'  sales  force  for  hire 

To  solve  manufacturers'  problems,  Mer- 
chandising Manpower  Ltd — said  to  be  the 
largest  supplier  of  auxiliary  sales  forces 
in  Britain — has  recruited  a  register  of 
salesmen  with  experience  of  selling  to 
doctors,  chemists  and  hospitals,  who  can 
assist  manufacturers  of  "ethicals"  for  short 
periods  without  requiring  a  long  indoc- 
trination course. 

Many  of  the  salesmen  have  worked  for 
years  with  the  major  drug  houses  and 
have  experience  which  makes  them  suit- 
able to  work  as  holiday  /sickness  reliefs, 
to  fill  vacant  territories  as  a  caretaker 


whilst  a  new  salesman  is  recruited  and 
trained,  or  to  assist  in  the  launch  of  new 
products,  "ethical"  or  over-the-counter. 

They  are  available  for  periods  of  two 
weeks  upwards,  fully  mobile  with  their 
own  cars  and  "at  a  charge  which  equates 
with  the  general  running  rate  for  special- 
ised salesmen".  Further  information  from 
MML,  Greater  London  House,  Hampstead 
Road,  London  NW1  7QP. 

Sign  reference  list 

An  informative  "Reference  list  of  admini- 
stration and  statutory  safety,  warning  and 
direction  notices"  leaflet  has  been  pro- 
duced by  Focal  Displays,  Cavendish  Road, 
New  Maiden,  Surrey.  More  than  200  self- 
adhesive  sticker  signs  are  illustrated  in 
colour  and  each  sign  is  identified  by  a 
reference  number  and  carries  dimensions 
in  inch  measurements.  The  signs  are 
screen  printed  in  colour  on  self-adhesive 
vinyl  sheet  for  simple  and  speedy 
application. 

The  A5  leaflet  is  divided  into  a  number 
of  sections  covering  electrical,  radiation 
transport,  corrosive,  vehicular,  warning, 
fire  and  general  signs. 

Standard  signs  are  individually  priced 
from  £01 0  to  £2  and  may  be  ordered 
as  singles  or  quantities  of  25  and  50. 
Special  signs  in  quantities  of  50  upwards 
will  be  prepared  at  list  price. 
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COMMENT 


F.  W.  Adams 

It  was  with  a  sense  of  shock  that  we  learned  of  the 
dreadful  air  disaster  near  Heathrow  on  Sunday.  A  shock 
that  was  brought  closer  by  the  sad  news  that  amongst 
those  who  perished  were  Mr  and  Mrs  F.  W.  Adams. 
Mr  Adams  was,  of  course,  until  recently  the  Secretary 
and  Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain. 

This  is  not  the  place  for  a  detailed  account  of  a 
brilliant  career,  rather  should  it  be  made  the  occasion  for 
an  expression  of  gratitude  that  he  should  have  devoted 
himself  so  wholeheartedly  in  the  task  of  enhancing  the 
reputation  of  his  chosen  profession  both  at  home  and 
abroad. 

He  devoted  his  life,  his  energies  and  his  gifts  to  raising 
the  standards  of  pharmacy.  He  was  not  the  easiest  of 
people  to  know  for  there  was  an  innate  shyness  and  a 
modesty  which  almost  concealed,  except  for  those  closest 
to  him,  the  man  himself.  No  one  who  worked  closely 
with  him  could  fail  to  recognise  his  complete  integrity 
and  the  outstanding  ability  which  will  ensure  for  "Bill 
Adams"  a  place  among  the  few  outstanding  men,  not  only 


of  his  generation  but  of  the  whole  history  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society. 

It  was  perhaps  unfortunate  that  he  never  seemed  to 
do  himself  justice  on  the  platform.  Those  who  would 
know  the  best  of  him  must  turn  to  his  writings,  where 
he  was  faultless,  logical,  concise  and  scholarly. 

Finest  report 

When  all  that  can  be  said  of  him  has  been  said,  his 
really  lasting  memorial  must  be  his  work  on  the  Report 
on  the  Committee  of  Inquiry,  begun  in  1938  and  finished 
in  the  dark  days  of  the  1939-45  war.  It  was  nothing  short 
of  a  tragedy  that  the  conditions  of  the  time  overshadowed 
the  finest  report  on  pharmacy  ever  to  see  light  of  day 
and  those,  now  and  in  the  future,  who  wish  to  know 
F.  W.  Adams  and  assess  his  capacity  as  a  leader  should 
study  that  work.  The  way  ahead  was  pointed  with  clarity 
and  conviction  and  many  believe  that  it  is  to  its  shame 
that  pharmacy  failed  to  follow  the  lead  so  clearly  given. 

Though  retired  Bill  Adams  was  still  a  force  to  be 
reckoned  with  and  he  had  much  yet  to  give.  The  pro- 
fession which  he  adorned  for  so  long  has  sustained  a 
heavy  blow. 


Undercutting 

I  have  just  dispensed  a  repeatable  private 
prescription  for  1  x  15g  Betnovate-N 
cream  which  had  been  previously  dispensed 
by  a  branch  of  Boots,  and  priced  at  £0  361 
which  is  the  manufacturer's  retail  price — 
no  professional  fee  having  been  added. 

Thinking  that  there  had  been  some 
[mistake,  I  phoned  the  manager  of  the 
branch  concerned,  only  to  be  told  that 
Ithe  prescription  had  been  priced  in  accord- 
ance with  the  company's  policy. 

If  Boots  are  prepared  to  undervalue 
Ithe  services  of  their  pharmacists  to  the 
point  of  under-cutting  the  National  Health 
(Service,  how  can  our  negotiators  hope  to 
jfmprove  our  situation  with  their  hands 
jltied  behind  their  backs? 

H.  C.  Campbell 

Sidcup 

uiet  diplomacy 

ie  words  "it  shall  be  the  duty  of  phar- 
acists  to  satisfy  himself  that  the  pres- 
riber's  intention  has  been  correctly  inter- 
acted"' surely  lays  upon  us  the  onus 
f  saving  the  patient  from  the  conse- 
uences  of  a  lapse  on  the  prescriber's 
art,  and  no  medals  are  ever  awarded  for 
erforming  run-of-the-mill  duties. 
Everywhere  today,  guerilla  warfare  and 
ombastic  propaganda  are  favoured  by  a 
;w  in  place  of  quiet  diplomacy.  As  I  am 
i  favour  of  the  quiet  diplomacy  of  the 
ociety  and  the  pressure  of  Ministry  doc- 
»rs  on  GPs'  over  excessive  prescribing. 


I  see  no  reason  why  I  should  not  state 
so  because  I  feel  that  professional  pro- 
gress and  unity  can  only  be  achieved 
under  the  umbrella  of  the  Society. 

Place  the  facts  with  the  negotiators  to 
strengthen  their  hands  by  all  means,  but 
remember  always  that  the  BMA  reads  our 
journals  and  their  reactions  may  not  be 
the  ones  expected. 

W.  Hook 

Sittingbourne 

Nostalgia 

I  was  most  interested  in  "Nostalgia  phar- 
maceutica"  (C&D,  June  3,  p782),  all  the 
more  so  since,  only  a  week  or  two  ago, 
I  came  across  a  number  of  old  "square" 
photographs  which  were  both  interesting 
and  amusing!  The  photograph  reproduced 
is  one  taken  on  a  visit  to  Parke  Davis  & 
Co  in  the  spring  of  1917  (the  year  that  I 
was  a  Redwood  scholar). 

I  hardly  think  that  Mr  Shields  is  right 
in  saying  ".  .  .  the  complete  .  .  .  group". 
It  was  never  my  experience  at  the 
"Square"  (1914-1921)  that  all  the  students 
turned  out  on  any  one  occasion!  I,  too, 
look  back  on  a  happy  time,  both  as  a 
student  and  as  a  member  of  the  staff. 

There  are  several  interesting  people  in- 
cluded in  the  photograph,  eg,  Doris 
Gregory — now  Lady  Jephcott — and  George 
Felton,  a  well-known  North  London  phar- 
macist, and  B.  W.  Melhuish  the  then 
Bell  Scholar,  both  of  whom,  alas,  are  no 
longer  with  us.  I  am  afraid  I  am  not 
able  to  name  half  of  those  present — but 
the  faces  are  all  familiar  to  me. 

Incidentally,  Mr  Shields  often  enter- 
tained us  at  student  functions,  with  his 
violin,  I  wonder  whether  he  still  plays 
that  instrument? 

Ella  Corfield 

New  Barnet,  Herts 


VTO  options 

I  write  to  express  my  strongest  opposition 
to  the  circular  letter  sent  out  from 
Mallinson  House  over  the  name  of  J. 
Wright  on  the  subject  of  voluntary  trad- 
ing organisations. 

I  was  one  of  the  few — in  all  only  about 
10  per  cent  of  NPU  members  attended 
the  meetings  to  discuss  the  VTO — who 
heard  the  arguments  for  the  new  initiative 
on  marketing.  At  Newcastle  those  present 
were  asked  to  vote  on  whether  they  sup- 
ported, in  principle,  the  idea  of  NPU 
Marketing  setting  up  a  VTO.  They  did  not 
commit  themselves  to  support  the  scheme 
in  practice,  nor  were  they  asked  to  do  so. 

Even  in  advance  of  the  NPU  initiative, 
numerous  groups  throughout  the  country 
have  been  operating,  or  are  planning 
operations  on  a  smaller  localised  scale.  It 
is  by  no  means  certain  that  such  smaller 
schemes,  with  reduced  overheads  and 
negligible  distribution  costs,  might  not  be 
able  to  do  more  for  pharmacy  than  the 
vast  NPLI  scheme  that  is  envisaged. 

No  harm  can  come  to  pharmacy  or  to 
NPU  from  these  smaller  groups,  and  I 
consider  the  remarks  in  the  second  part  of 
the  NPU  circular  to  be  deplorable. 

NPU  has  been  given  the  go  ahead  to 
investigate  the  mechanics  of  a  national 
VTO  and  to  estimate  the  possibilities  of 
national  promotions.  When  some  final 
details  are  worked  out,  pharmacists 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
country  will — I  trust — be  given  the  choice 
of  saying  yes  or  no.  At  that  time,  and  if 
the  answer  is  yes,  it  will  be  up  to  every- 
one of  us,  in  the  light  of  the  scheme 
devised,  to  consider  whether  or  not  to  run, 
or  take  part  in  smaller  localised  operations 
as  well. 

S.  Olswang 

Sunderland 
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A  typical  Carrefour  hypermarket  in  France 


French  hypermarket  giants 
march  into  the  UK 


The  story  of  Carrefour  is  rather  like  a 
fairy  tale  come  true.  It  is  not  the  work 
of  bankers  or  a  powerful  financial  group. 
Carrefour  was  created  by  two  typical 
traders  who  had  little  money  but  a 
wealth  of  imagination,  enterprise  and 
courage. 

Two  traders — Marcel  Fournier,  pro- 
prietor of  a  novelty  store  of  10,000  sq  ft 
in  Annecy,  France  and  Louis  Defforey 
food  wholesaler  in  a  small  town  near 
Lyon,  were  talking  of  the  trading  revolu- 
tion. 

According  to  these  two  men  there  was 
a  trading  revolution  going  on  at  the  time 
— a  grocer,  who  was  causing  a  disturbance 
because  he  was  retailing  at  wholesale 
prices  thus  enabling  his  customers  to  save 
20  per  cent. 

The  vast  majority  of  French  retailers, 
large  and  small,  were  violently  opposed 
to  this  type  of  trading.  He  was  insulted, 
he  was  opposed,  his  price  reductions  were 
ridiculed,  without  any  effort  being  made 
to  understand  the  reason  for  his  enormous 
success  among  consumers. 

The  two  other  traders  took  time  to 
study  the  sales  methods  of  the  cut-pricer. 
Their  conclusion  was  that  not  only  was 
the  discount  system  a  profitable  selling 
method  but  that  it  was  also  the  method 
of  the  future. 

So  a  company  was  formed  with  an 
initial  capital  of  £50,000. 

The  first  Carrefour  supermarket  was 
opened  at  Annecy,  France,  in  June  1960. 
It  was  only  small — about  6,500  sq  ft. 
Although  the  town  was  small  with  60,000 
inhabitants,  very  quiet  and  very  conserva- 


tive, the  success  of  the  supermarket  was 
immediate. 

Two  years  later,  in  1962,  the  two  traders 
went  on  a  study  tour  of  America.  At  this 
time  self-service  discount  department 
stores  were  growing  like  mushrooms  on 
the  outskirts  of  the  large  American  towns. 

Customers  rushed  en  masse  to  these 
new  type  shops  which  offered  them  low 
prices  on  all  lines,  parking  places  galore, 
a  vast  amount  of  cut-price  goods  under 
one  roof  and  late  opening  hours. 

The  Carrefour  directors  set  out  bearing 
this  same  principle  in  mind: — What  is 
good  for  the  American  consumer  is  good 
for  the  French  consumer.  What  is  good 
for  the  American  trader  is  good  for  the 
French  trader. 

With  this  in  mind  the  first  Carrefour 
hypermarket  was  opened  in  June  1963  at 
Sainte  Genevieve  des  Bois  and  was  an 
exact  copy  of  the  American  discount 
store. 

Large  numbers  of  guests  were  invited 
to  the  opening  of  Carrefour  supermarkets 
— Bankers,  local  authorities,  suppliers  and 
competitors. 

Listen  to  these  remarks : 

□  "Carrefour  is  mad  to  build  such 
a  vast  shop — 25,000  sq  ft,  in  such  a 
small  town  of  12,500  inhabitants." 

□  "Carrefour  is  mad  to  build  such 
a  vast  car  park  with  space  for  450 
cars.  The  French  have  fewer  cars 
than  the  Americans.  The  French  don't 
drive." 

□  "  Carrefour  is  mad  to  build  a  shop 
in  the  middle  of  the  country  miles 
from  the  town  centre." 


□  "Carrefour  is  mad  to  cut  prices. 
Mad  and  dangerous." 

□  "Immoral." 

For  four  or  five  years  Carrefour  had 
no  competitors.  They  profited  from  this 
by  growing,  introducing  aggressive  sales 
methods  and  gathering  together  a  dynamic 
staff. 

From  1963  to  1970  the  company 
opened  10  hypermarkets  and  a  total  sales 
area  of  850,000  sq  ft.  This  culminated 
in  the  opening  of  a  220,000  sq  ft  hyper- 
market with  parking  for  4,000  cars  at 
Marseilles. 

And  so  to  Great  Britain. 

The  term  hypermarket  is  still  relatively 
unknown  in  this  country — and  those  com- 
panies seeking  to  establish  them  are 
meeting  quite  large  opposition.  However 
if  present  trends  continue  it  seems  inevi- 
table that  they  must  increase  their  foot- 
hold. 

Caerphilly  opening 

The  first  hypermarket  to  be  opened  by 
Carrefour  in  the  UK  will  be  in  September 
this  year  at  Caerphilly.  Whether  it  will 
be  hard  cheese  or  not  for  the  local 
residents  or  for  Carrefour  themselves  is 
yet  to  be  seen. 

It  will  consist  of  100,000  sq  ft.  Of  this 
55,000  sq  ft  will  be  selling  space  and 
the  rest  for  warehousing  and  preparation 
areas  on  three  sides  of  the  building  which 
is  basically  twice  the  length  of  its  width. 
Staff  will  number  250.  The  shell  of  the 
building  will  be  on  lease  from  the  build- 
ers Peachey.  There  will  be  parking  for 
700  cars. 
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Strong  argument  for 


superstores 

Supporters  and  opponents  of  the  hyper- 
market idea,  as  it  might  be  applied  in 
the  UK,  aired  their  views  at  a  recent 
symposium  held  in  Bolton. 

Small  retailers  would  have  drawn  com- 
fort from  the  statement  made  then  by 
Mr  P.  C.  R.  James,  chairman  and  manag- 
ing director,  Marketing  and  Planning 
Consultants  &  Associates  Ltd,  who  main- 
tained that  quality  multiples  and  inde- 
pendent shops  in  town  centres  had  been 
least  affected  by  the  growth  of  hyper- 
markets in  France. 

He  said  that  special  studies  by  his 
company  on  the  affect  of  hypermarket 
openings  on  French  town  centres  showed 
that  supermarkets  over  4,000  sq  ft  suffered 
most,  with  a  loss  of  18  to  30  per  cent  of 
trade.  Small  shops — which  had  been  worst 
affected  by  the  coming  of  supermarkets — 
were  damaged  least. 

In  department  stores  the  range  of  affect 
was  +5  per  cent  to  —5  per  cent,  cheap 
variety  stores -8  per  cent  to  —25  per 
cent,  electrical  trade  —1  per  cent  to  —  2 
per  cent,  while  high  quality  men's  acces- 
sory wear,  footwear  and  furniture  regis- 
tered no  change. 

Shopping  pattern 

Today's  pattern  of  shopping  must  be 
geared  to  today's  way  of  life  and  not 
today's  way  of  life  to  yesterday's  pattern 
of  shopping,"  declared  Mr  James.  Properly 
planned  and  researched  hypermarkets  and 
out-of-town  shopping  centres  could 
become  an  asset  to  Britain's  retail  trade 
and  to  the  community.  In  being  the  last 
sophisticated  country  in  the  world  to 
adopt  out-of-town  shopping,  Britain  was 
in  a  unique  and  favourable  position  to 
learn  from  and  eliminate  mistakes  made 
in  other  countries,  he  contended. 

Mr  R.  G.  Towsey  (NCR,  London),  said 
that  over  the  next  ten  years  the  rate  of 
expenditure  increases  would  be  of  the 
order  of  30  per  cent,  and  he  questioned 
whether  town  centre  shopping  areas  would 
be  able  to  provide  for  the  expansion 
which  was  going  to  be  required.  He 
submitted  that  town  centres  would  survive 
alongside  hypermarkets  and  regional 
shopping  centres. 

Mr  Robin  Behar,  property  director. 
Tesco,  stated  that  his  company  had  800 
stores  up  and  down  Britain — "an  enor- 
mous investment  in  Britain's  high  streets. 
"We  are  not  saying  we  are  going  to  re- 
locate outside  town  centres,  but  there  are 
areas  where  we  cannot  provide  the  facili- 
ties we  want  in  town  centres.  The  basic 
argument  is  that  we  want  to  serve  all  the 
requirements  of  our  customers  and  to 
retain  our  investment  in  the  towns,"  he 
declared. 

A  paper  by  Mr  S.  H.  Chippindale, 
deputy  chairman.  Town  &  City  Properties 


Ltd,  read  for  him  by  Mr  Arthur  Ashdown, 
emphasised  the  need  for  "something 
positive  to  emerge  from  all  the  talking" 
and  all  the  researching  which  had  gone 
on  into  future  retailing  patterns. 

He  said  more  than  60  applications  for 
hypermarket  development  had  been  made 
and  remained  unresolved  in  the  Lancashire 
County  area  alone.  He  believed  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  was  going  to 
release  sites  for  another  half-dozen  super- 
stores in  this  category. 

"The  real  issue  is  that  they  will  not  be 
on  motorways  or  in  green  fields — they 
will  be  in  urban  renewal  areas.  This,  I 
contend,  is  controlled  urban  renewal  and 
as  such  has  everything  to  commend  it. 
It  keeps  the  shopping  public  in  one  place 
and  caters  for  the  family  which  does  not 
possess  a  car,"  he  said. 

The  whole  problem  had  been  created 
by  lack  of  proper  town  centre  parking 
facilities.  Mr  Chippindale  suggested  that 
the  Department  of  the  Environment  should 
finance  central  car  parking.  It  was  no 
use  financing  new  roads  if  they  led  to 
towns  and  cities  where  it  was  impossible 
to  park.  He  believed  his  company's  Arn- 
dale  centres  provided  a  high  standard  of 
design,  aesthetic  value  and  a  wonderful 
environment.  Some  of  the  existing  discount 
stores — as  yet  they  had  not  seen  a  hyper- 
market in  this  country — were  built  and 
fashioned  down  to  a  level  which  appeared 
to  ignore  all  the  better  qualities  that  could 
be  provided  through  the  normal  process 
of  urban  renewal. 

The  case  for  hypermarkets  was  put 
strongly  by  Mr  J.  D.  Fairclough,  manag- 
ing director,  Hypermarket  (Holdings)  Ltd, 
Carrefour  general  management,  who  said 
that  research  into  hypermarkets  was 
necessary,  but  this  could  not  take  place 
until  there  was  a  number  of  suitable 
locations  throughout  the  country. 

Consumer  demand 

It  was  the  job  of  the  marketing  expert 
in  manufacturing  and  retailing  to  watch 
consumer  demand  and  provide  the  pro- 
ducts the  housewife  wanted.  Today,  he 
believed  the  housewife  and  most  family 
groups  required  to  buy  a  large  part  of 
their  normal  purchases — food,  household 
goods  and  textiles — within  a  short  visiting 
time  (say  one  hour),  during  a  once-a-week 
shopping  expedition  at  any  time  conveni- 
ent to  themselves;  to  choose  from  a  wide 
range  of  goods,  aggressively  priced, 
stocked  under  one  roof;  to  park  their 
cars  near  the  shopping  area,  preferably  at 
no  charge;  and  to  load  large  amounts  of 
shopping  into  their  cars  for  easy  trans- 
portation home. 

In  his  experience  he  knew  of  only  one 
town  in  France  where  there  appeared  to 
have   been   a   serious   over-provision  of 


shopping  at  a  point  of  time,  but  even 
here,  measured  over  a  year,  there  was  no 
significant  shop  closure. 

Mr  Fairclough  said  that  if  in  this 
country  they  had  been  correct  in  limiting 
and  resisting  out  of  town  or  fringe  of 
town  shopping  then  the  Americans, 
Canadians,  Swiss,  French,  Belgians,  Dutch, 
Germans,  Danes  and  Swedes  were  wrong. 
In  this  country  they  tended  to  be  slow 
to  accept  and  assimilate  the  inevitable 
change  that  must  come  in  retailing. 

While  agreeing  there  must  be  circum- 
stances in  particular  locations,  which 
might  make  out  of  town  centres  or  hyper- 
markets desirable,  Mr  J.  A.  E.  White, 
estate  manager,  Marks  &  Spencer,  argued 
strongly  in  favour  of  high  street  shopping. 
He  said  he  regarded  it  as  of  fundamental 
importance  that  existing  town  centres, 
developed  alongside  business,  commercial 
and  other  activities  should  not  be  allowed 
to  deteriorate  or  to  become  blighted. 

Prime  positions 

"It  is  as  true  today  as  ever  it  was  that 
the  shops  go  where  the  people  are,"  said 
Mr  White.  Prime  trading  positions  may 
shift  or  there  may  be  changes  in  emphasis 
but  they  remained  always  in  the  town 
centre  where  they  were  acceptable  to 
the  housewife  whether  she  came  by  pri- 
vate or  public  transport. 

The  vast  majority  of  shoppers  still 
preferred  to  shop  in  familiar  surroundings 
where  there  was  opportunity  for  window 
and  comparison  shopping. 

Mr  A.  Winters,  deputy  borough  plan- 
ning officer,  Bolton,  said  that  if  there 
was  to  be  a  change,  which  would  be 
painful  at  least  to  sectional  interests  and 
with  ramifications  far  beyond  the  sphere 
of  shopping,  they  must  at  least  ensure 
that  it  was  a  change  for  the  better.  "I 
think  there  is  a  real  prospect  of  a  limited 
number  of  genuine  regional  out-of-town 
centres  being  established,  particularly  in 
areas  where  the  competition  with  a  modern 
town  centre  is  not  overwhelmingly  exclu- 
sive," he  said.  "Although  many  of  the 
European  centres  of  this  type  are  in  fact 
located  on  the  periphery  of  large  urban 
areas  I  do  not  think  this  is  the  ideal 
situation  in  this  country.  The  regional 
centre  could  be  the  true  equivalent  of  a 
major  city  centre  and  could  usefully  be 
developed  where  there  is  not  viable 
opportunity  of  a  traditional  city  centre 
being  established. 

"I  am  less  enthusiastic  about  the  pros- 
pects for  hypermarkets,"  said  Mr  Winter. 
"They  are  mainly  joyless  creations,  heavily 
dependent  on  their  discount  image.  I 
think  hypermarkets  present  a  challenge 
which  should  be  fairly  resisted  on  truly 
competitive  terms  and  the  ultimate 
responsibility  for  curbing  them  or  not 
rests  on  the  community  as  a  whole  and 
not  just  the  planner." 

So,  will  the  UK  see  the  development 
of  these  retailing  giants  in  the  not-so- 
distant  future?  The  Economist  Intelligence 
Unit  has  no  doubt  that  it  will.  A  recent 
analysis  published  in  its  Retail  Business 
declares :  "Eventually  out-of-town  retail 
outlets  will  be  developed  in  a  fairly  wide- 
spread manner  in  the  UK.  The  weight  of 
the  argument  for  them  is  strong  today 
and  will  become  stronger  in  future." 


NEXT  WEEK  C&D  looks  at  the  mounting 
opposition  to  hypermarket  planning 
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Concern  over  slow  progress 
in  union  formation 

Disappointment  at  the  lack  of  progress  being  made  in  the  establishment  of  a 
pharmaceutical  union  was  expressed  at  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  in  Dublin  on  June  13. 
The  matter  arose  out  of  a  letter  from 


Mr  T.  R.  Miller  in  which  he  conveyed  his 
apologies  for  being  unable  to  attend  the 
meeting. 

Mr  Miller  said:  "One  point  1  wish  to 
raise  is  the  concern  I  feel  at  the  lack  of 
progress  in  the  formation  of  the  union. 
As  I  have  explained  at  previous  Council 
meetings  my  sub-committee  has  been  in 
negotiation  with  representatives  of  the 
Irish  Drug  Association  and  progress  was 
being  made.  I  am  now  afraid  that  this 
progress  is  not  being  maintained. 

"Following  the  last  joint  meeting,  it 
seemed  to  me  that  we  were  back  to 
where  we  were  two  or  three  years  ago. 
Therefore  I  am  putting  forward  the 
suggestion  that  the  matter  be  brought 
into  the  open  and  that  all  community 
pharmacists  be  given  an  opportunity  of 
deciding  the  issue. 

"I  suggest  that  this  could  be  done  in 
the  near  future  at  the  next  annual  general 
meeting  of  the  IDA  in  Portlaoise  on  June 
25.  I  have  not  been  formally  notified  of 
this  meeting  but  I  presume  the  notice 
will  be  issued  in  due  course. 

"I  suggest  that  a  notice  of  motion 
concerning  the  formation  of  the  union 
be  put  on  the  agenda  for  that  annual 
meeting.  This  will  ensure  that  a  decision 
is  made  one  way  or  the  other  and  that 
the  verdict  of  the  community  pharmacists 
of  this  country  will  be  made  known. 

"I  do  not  wish  to  be  unfair  to  the 
Committee  of  the  IDA  but  I  think  every- 
body will  agree  that  this  matter  has  been 
dragging  on  for  too  long. 

Laughing  stock 

"When  I  tell  you  that  the  veterinarians 
by  whom  I  was  consulted  just  18  months 
ago  about  the  establishment  of  a  union, 
not  only  have  formed  and  registered  it, 
but  have  acquired  premises  and  appointed 
a  director-general.  I  think  you  will  agree 
that  we  pharmacists  must  be  the  laughing 
stock  of  the  professions". 

Mr  Michael  Shannon,  supporting  Mr 
Miller's  suggestion,  said  he  was  dis- 
appointed to  think  that  the  progress  of 
pharmacy  was  being  held  back  through 
the  failure  to  establish  a  union  which  he 
had  always  held  was  a  necessity. 

When  the  matter  was  discussed  at  the 
Pharmacy  Congress  in  Wexford  last  year 
it  was  quite  clear  that  the  members 
wanted  such  a  union.  "I  just  cannot 
understand  why  it  has  not  been  set  up 
by  now." 

Mr  Shannon  added  that  he  was  par- 
ticularly worried  at  the  lack  of  progress 
because  of  the  tendency  for  outside 
interests  to  set  up  pharmacies.  Pharmaceu- 
tical   chemists   were    being    tempted  by 


attractive  salaries  to  join  those  enterprises. 
In  his  view  it  would  downgrade  pharmacy 
and  inhibit  future  recruitment  because 
young  people  would  not  enter  a  profession 
unless  high  standards  were  seen  to  be 
operating. 

Mr  Shannon  said  he  was  worried  about 
this  particular  aspect  and  considered  that 
a  union  was  the  one  factor  which  would 
rectify  the  position.  At  the  same  time 
he  was  optimistic  and  if  there  were 
organisations  or  people  holding  back  the 
setting  up  of  the  union,  he  appealed  to 
them  in  the  interests  of  pharmacy  to  co- 
operate in  working  for  the  development  of 
pharmacy  to  the  fullest  extent. 

Mr  Tom  Guckian,  endorsing  Mr 
Miller's  suggestion,  thought  there  were 
people  somewhere  along  the  line  acting 
negatively.  Since  last  October  it  was 
apparent  that  forces  were  at  work  to  see 
that  the  Union  was  not  established.  It 
should  have  been  set  up  months  ago,  yet 
they  appeared  to  be  back  "in  square  one". 

Union  matters 

Mr  J.  E.  Burrell  said  he  had  been  trying 
for  the  past  10  years  to  have  a  unified 
body  established  in  pharmacy.  It  was 
becoming  more  apparent  at  every  meeting 
of  Council,  that  they  were  forced  to  deal 
with  matters  which  should  be  the  work 
of  a  pharmaceutical  union. 

Just  as  other  professions  had  unions 
for  dealing  with  non-professional  matters, 
the  time  had  come  when  they,  as  pharma- 
cists, could  not  afford  to  allow  any  group 
or  persons,  if  such  existed,  to  block 
progress. 

Mr  W.  Butler  said  they  could  all  sym- 
pathise with  Mr  Miller.  It  was  sad  that 
things  should  come  to  this  position  and 
he  could  see  a  genuine  fear  that  a  split  in 
pharmacy  was  imminent.  It  was  fairly 
obvious  where  the  blame  rested  for  the 
lack  of  progress.  He  suggested  they 
invite  Mr  Miller  to  call  a  special  meeting 
of  his  sub-committee  and  set  about  estab- 
lishing the  union,  with  or  without  the  help 
of  other  bodies.  It  was  a  matter  of  some 
urgency.  He  felt  the  responsibility  for 
negotiating  on  behalf  of  community  phar- 
macists should  be  in  the  hands  of  one 
body. 

Mr  M.  F.  Walsh  said  they  all  deplored 
any  divisive  influence.  He  believed  there 
were  divisive  influences  in  the  profession. 
He  asked  the  Council  to  request  the 
president  to  meet  the  president  of  the 
IDA  and  discuss  with  him  how  to  estab- 
lish the  union  without  delay.  It  was 
rather  frustrating  that  a  resolution  passed 
almost  unanimously  at  Sligo  two  years 
ago  calling  for  the  establishment  of  the 


union,  had  not  yet  been  implemented. 
If  he  were  a  member  of  the  IDA  he 
would  put  down  a  notice  of  motion 
along  the  lines  suggested  by  Mr  Miller. 
Mr  Walsh  added:  "I  am  not  going  to 
Tralee  if  this  union  is  not  in  existence 
by  October.  I  could  not  explain  to  the 
pharmacists  of  Ireland  our  failure  to  carry 
out  a  responsibility  given  to  us  two  years 
ago." 

The  president,  Mr  R.  J.  Power,  said 
they  had  obviously  reached  a  stage  where 
there  was  a  crisis  and  he  was  prepared  to 
meet  the  president  of  the  IDA  as 
suggested. 

Critical  years 

Mr  R.  J.  Semple  said  they  must  get  the 
union  organised  in  the  next  three  months. 
But  for  the  Joint  Health  Negotiating 
Committee  he  did  not  know  where  they 
would  be.  The  trouble,  he  believed,  was 
that  members  of  the  organising  committee 
for  the  union  had  been  too  considerate 
of  other  people's  feelings.  The  years 
ahead  would  be  critical. 

Mr  H.  P.  Corrigan  said  from  his 
experience  he  did  not  see  them  getting 
anywhere  in  establishing  the  union  unless 
there  was  a  complete  change  of  heart. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr  Semple  seconded 
by  Mr  M.  L,  Cashman,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  president  should  arrange  a  meeting 
with  the  president  of  the  IDA  to  resolve 
the  impasse. 

The  president  said  it  was  clear  he 
would  be  asked  at  the  coming  annual 
meeting  of  the  Society  why  the  wish  of 
the  members  to  have  the  union  estab- 
lished had  not  been  implemented.  It  was 
his  duty  to  ensure  that  everything  possible 
had  been  done. 

Letters  were  received  from  two  pharma- 
cists in  Northern  Ireland  requesting 
registration  with  the  Society  and  referring 
to  a  reply  given  in  the  Dail  recently  by 
the  Minister  for  Health. 

The  president  said  it  was  obvious  that 
these  two  pharmacists  had  misunderstood 
what  the  Minister  had  stated.  It  was 
agreed  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  new 
Regulations  to  them. 

The  president  explained  that  under  those 
Regulations  the  Society  had  authority  to 
register  pharmacists  from  outside  the  State 
irrespective  of  any  reciprocity  agreement. 
It  would  require  considerable  thought  on 
the  part  of  the  Council  to  decide  exactly 
in  what  circumstances  and  under  what 
conditions  pharmacists  from  outside  the 
State  could  be  registered.  The  Council 
would  examine  the  position  carefully  and 
consideration  would  have  to  be  given  to 
the  fact  that  they  would  soon  be  entering 
Europe  and  that  harmony  in  academic 
standards  might  be  achieved  in  the  con- 
text of  EEC  membership. 

Mr  J.  P.  O'Donnell  said  that  any  agree- 
ment for  reciprocity  would  have  to  be 
on  a  mutual  basis,  with  particular  refer- 
ence to  academic  standards. 

It  was  eventually  decided  to  refer  the 
matter  to  a  special  Committee  with  a 
Continued  on  p  875 


I 


Chemist  &  Druggist   June  24,  1972—875 


Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Ireland 


Continued  from  p  872 

Will  graduates 

reject 

pharmacy? 

request  that  they  should  prepare  rules 
for  consideration  by  the  Council. 

The  president  referred  to  the  Inspec- 
tor's Report  and  said  that  one  thing  that 
was  very  obvious  was  that  medicines, 
whether  controlled  or  otherwise,  should 
not  be  subject  to  commercialism.  The 
Society  would  express  its  viewpoint  when 
the  Minister's  proposals  for  Medicines' 
Legislation  were  published.  "We  will 
always  speak  out  clearly  on  developments 
which  are  not  in  the  public  interest.  You 
cannot  subject  medicines  to  commercialism 
because  the  outcome  of  such  a  policy  will 
never  be  in  the  public  interest." 

The  president  added  that  in  this  respect 
he  had  fears  that  their  graduates  would 
reject  pharmacy  if  this  trend  continued.  As 
a  Council  anxious  to  preserve  the  pro- 
fessional aspects  of  pharmacy,  they  must 
oppose  any  developments  which  tended 
towards  commercialism  in  medicines  and 
they  must  not  be  afraid  to  express  their 
views.  "This  report  emphasises  the 
dangers  of  commercialism,  and  I  hope  that 
pharmacists  reading  these  comments  will 
bear  in  mind  that  they  are  professional 
people  whose  function  is  to  look  after  the 
public  interest." 

The  registrar,  Mr  J.  G.  Coleman,  read 
a  letter  from  the  Department  of  Educa- 
tion confirming  that  provision  had  been 
made  in  the  Estimates  for  1972-73  for  a 
grant-in-aid  of  £45,000  to  help  defray  the 
cost  of  pharmaceutical  education  provided 
by  the  Society  at  the  College  of  Pharmacy 
during  the  coming  financial  year. 

The  president  said  it  was  the  Council's 
intention  to  pursue  the  matter  further. 
This  grant-in-aid  covered  salaries  and 
wages  at  the  College  of  Pharmacy  but  was 
insufficient  to  meet  capital  requirements 
for  equipment.  The  Minister  had  agreed 
to  meet  the  Society  on  this  matter  within 
the  next  five  weeks. 


Representative 

On  the  motion  of  the  president,  seconded 
by  Mr  Corrigan,  Professor  R.  F.  Timoney 
was  appointed  to  represent  the  Society  on 
the  Advisory  Committee  set  up  by  the 
Minister  for  Health  under  the  Therapeutic 
Substances'  Act,  1932,  for  a  three-year 
term  commencing  on  August  1  next. 

The  president  and  registrar  were 
appointed  to  represent  the  Council  at  an 
extraordinary  general  meeting  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Group  of  the  European  Com- 
munity to  be  held  in  Brussels  on  June  23 
at  which  approval  will  be  given  to  a  new 
Constitution  for  the  Group. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Posts  and  Telegraphs  dealing  with 
the  system  of  re-funding  members  of  the 
postal  staff  the  cost  of  expensive  medi- 


cines prescribed  for  them  by  Departmental 
medical  officers.  The  letter  indicated  that 
for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with  such 
claims  the  Department  would  be  quite 
satisfied  if  receipts,  which  give  a  general 
description  of  the  medicines  or  drugs 
supplied,  are  furnished  by  the  claimant 
in  support  of  his  claim. 

It  was  agreed  that  a  committee  be  set 
up  to  deal  with  the  question  of  selecting 
Honorary  Fellows  and  Designate  Fellows 
of  the  Society,  consisting  of  the  president, 
three  members  of  the  Council  and  two 
other  persons  outside  of  the  Council  who 
would  assess  the  qualifications  of  persons 
considered  worthy  to  receive  the  Fellow- 
ship of  the  Society.  It  was  further  agreed 
that  the  committee  would  then  submit 
their  recommendations  to  the  Council 
which  might  not  necessarily  act  on  them. 

Tribute  was  paid  to  the  memory  of 
former  president  and  Council  member  for 
20  years,  Mr  Frank  Loughman,  who  died 
in  May.  Members  stood  in  silent  tribute 
for  one  minute. 

It  was  reported  that  the  following  phar- 
macists had  been  appointed  on  the  local 
Health  Committees  in  the  Eastern  Health 
Board  Area :  Dublin  city,  Mr  J.  E. 
Burrell;  Dublin  County,  Mr  Michael 
Shannon;  Dun  Laoghaire  Borough,  Mr 
T.  J.  Lynch;  co  Kildare,  Mrs  Cora 
O'Connor;  co  Wicklow,  Mr  Richard  D. 
Arnold. 

Council  representation 

Regret  was  expressed  on  receipt  of  a 
letter  from  Mr  Vincent  McElwee  tendering 
his  resignation  from  the  Council  after 
17  years  service. 

Mr  McElwee  wrote :  "I  regret  having 
to  sever  my  connection  with  the  Council, 
but  the  strain  of  travelling  to  Dublin 
each  month  was  becoming  too  much  for 
me.  After  17  years'  service  I  shall  miss 
both  the  pleasure  and  the  excitement  of 
the  Council  meetings." 

The  president  and  other  members  of 
the  council  expressed  regret  at  Mr  Mc- 
Elwee's  resignation  and  Mr  Guckian  said 
that  as  chairman  of  Western  Region 
Chemists'  Association  he  realised  the  great 
part  Mr  McElwee  played  on  the  Council 
and  in  the  Association.  He  thought  his 
departure  was  a  sign  of  the  times  because 
country  members  were  finding  it  in- 
creasingly difficult  to  leave  their  pharma- 
cies to  attend  Council  meetings  because 
of  the  shortage  of  qualified  staff. 

The  chairman  of  the  Practice  of  Phar- 
macy Committee,  Mr  Butler,  reported  that 
they  had  examined  the  question  of  what 
they  considered  constituted  a  properly- 
conducted  pharmacy  in  relation  to  the 
functions  of  Pharmaceutical  Assistants. 

He  explained  that  the  Committee  had 
agreed  there  were  both  long  and  short- 
term  problems  and  they  had  decided 
mainly  to  stress  the  short-term  aspects — 
those  of  the  "journeyman"  Assistant,  or 
those  acting  as  locum  tenens.  The  Com- 
mittee accepted  that  a  pharmacist  employ- 
ing a  permanent,  whole-time  Assistant  was 
keeping  to  the  spirit  of  the  Act  and  would 
be  entitled  to  take  time  off  from  his 
pharmacy  to  attend  funerals,  or  go  to 
lunch,  etc.  It  was  agreed  there  should  be 
no  change  in  the  legal  status  of  Assistants 
in  such  circumstances,  but  on  all  occa- 


sions the  pharmacist  must  accept  ultimate 
responsibility.  When  the  Assistant  was 
employed  full-time  this  should  not  present 
any  great  problem.  However,  it  was  felt 
that  the  "journeyman"  Assistant  doing 
locum  was  not  in  a  position  and  was  not 
fully  qualified  to  accept  responsibility. 

The  Committee  believed  it  was  not  in 
the  public  interest  that  an  Assistant,  not 
an  fait  with  the  prescribing  habits  or 
writing  of  local  doctors,  should  be 
engaged  to  do  locum  work  and  that  such 
employment  was  not  in  keeping  with  the 
spirit  of  the  1890  Act.  It  was  recommen- 
ded the  Regulations  be  drawn  up  for 
presentation  to  the  Minister  for  his  con- 
sideration. Another  aspect  discussed  was 
the  long  opening  hours  of  pharmacies  in 
certain  shopping  centres.  In  the  case  of  a 
pharmacist  employed  in  such  a  centre  by 
a  corporate  body  it  was  debatable  whether 
an  Assistant  could  legally  alternate  with 
the  pharmacist  during  these  long  periods. 
In  addition,  there  was  the  vexed  question 
of  corporate  bodies  opening  pharmacies 
as  such. 

The  president  said  that  one  thing  which 
the  Committee's  report  had  underlined 
was  the  importance  of  the  role  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Assistant.  He  had 
recently  had  discussions  with  representa- 
tives of  the  Assistants  who  expressed 
certain  fears  that  from  views  expressed 
at  Council  meetings  it  might  be  the 
Council's  intention  to  abolish  Assistants. 

This  report  should  go  a  long  way 
towards  alleviating  such  fears.  The 
importance  of  the  Assistant  in  operating  a 
legally-conducted  pharmacy  could  not  be 
over-emphasised  but  the  fear  was  that 
the  misuse  of  the  Assistant  could  con- 
stitute a  danger.  The  Committee  was 
deserving  of  the  Council's  best  thanks  for 
its  report.  Because  of  the  shortage  of 
pharmacists,  the  Assistant,  in  co-operation 
with  the  pharmacist,  would  be  very 
important. 

Not  a  replacement  pharmacist 

The  Committee's  report  emphasised  that  the 
"journeyman"  Assistant  should  never  be 
used  to  replace  or  supplant  the  pharma- 
ceutical chemist  who  was  the  only  person 
who  could  manage  or  conduct  a  pharmacy. 

Mr  Sean  Hillery  stressed  the  danger  of 
a  pharmacist  taking  other  employment— 
even  for  an  hour  per  day— but  thought 
this  would  be  covered  in  the  proposed 
Regulations.  The  control  must  come  from 
the  pharmacist. 

He  wondered  if  "our  type  of  Assistant" 
would  be  allowed  under  EEC  conditions? 

Mr  Walsh  did  not  think  that  the  EEC 
would  interfere  with  national  legislation — 
at  least  not  for  a  long  time. 

When  Mr  Cashman  asked  if  anything 
could  be  done  to  help  young  pharmacists 
set  un  pharmacies,  as  it  was  becoming 
increasingly  difficult  to  find  the  finance. 
Mr  O'Donnell  commented  that  the 
economics  of  establishing  a  pharmacy  in 
present  conditions  could  be  prohibitive. 

Mr  Butler  said  this  would  involve 
geographical  control  of  pharmacies 
because,  on  paper,  there  were  too  many 
pharmacies  per  head  of  population.  If 
ihey  could  get  a  Government  subvention 
or  set  up  a  fund  to  establish  pharmacies 
Continued  on  next  page 
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in  areas  which  would  otherwise  be  un- 
economic, it  would  be  desirable. 

Mr  Walsh  reported  that  the  sub- 
committee set  up  to  deal  with  the  Medi- 
cines' Legislation  hoped  to  have  a 
recommendation  before  the  next  Council 
meeting.  He  appealed  to  members  of 
the  Committee  to  attend  the  two  final 
meetings  so  that  they  would  be  able  to 
have  the  recommendation  agreed  in  time. 

A  review  of  the  progress  of  the  Health 
Services  to-date  in  the  Eastern  Region 
was  given  by  Mr  Cashman,  chairman 
of  the  Negotiating  Committee.  He  ex- 
plained that  there  were  some  problems, 
including  the  prescribing  of  large  quan- 
tities in  some  cases.  The  matter  had  been 
raised  with  the  Department  and  one  of 
the  recommendations  made  was  that  each 
item  on  a  prescription  should  be  quantified 
because  it  seemed  some  drugs  were  being 
prescribed  for  a  period  of  time — one 
month,  or  two  months'  supply.  He  under- 
stood the  April  accounts  would  be  paid 
reasonably  soon. 

Lessons  learned 

By  introducing  the  scheme  in  the  East- 
ern Region  only,  the  Department  had 
been  able  to  examine  the  difficulties  in 
detail  and  this  would  make  for  smoother 
national  administration  later  on.  The 
Committee  recommended  that  only  offi- 
cial notices  should  be  displayed  on  doors 
or  windows  of  pharmacies. 

He  added  that  officials  of  the  Depart- 
ment would  attend  at  four  or  five  regions 
before  October  next  to  assist  pharmacists 
with  any  problems  they  might  have  before 
entering  the  scheme. 

Mr  Cashman  said  it  was  intended  to 
advertise  shortly  for  an  administrative 
officer  to  engage  in  research  and  negotia- 
tion in  connection  with  the  scheme. 

Mr  Walsh  said  that  from  his  experience 
of  the  scheme  pharmacists  would  have  no 
difficulty  in  coping  with  it. 

The  president  said  he  had  read  in  a 
trade  journal  the  heading  "Pharmacists 
are  still  counting  the  pence".  He  con- 
sidered this  a  major  reflection  on  their 
professional  outlook.  In  a  reference  to 
the  statement  in  the  article  that  a  phar- 
macist had  dealt  with  400  scripts  in  one 
day,  the  president  commented :  "Any 
statistics  quoted  should  be  related  to  fact, 
not  fiction." 

Mr  Guckian  said  it  should  be  stressed 
that  the  quality  of  dispensing  was  of  vital 
importance  in  the  scheme. 

Reporting  on  the  activities  of  the  Post- 
Graduate  Education  Committee,  the 
chairman,  Mr  Semple,  said  that  many 
pharmacists  expressed  a  wish  to  have  a 
course  provided  in  veterinary  pharma- 
cology. 

The  president  told  Mr  Semple  and  Mr 
Walsh  that  their  Committee  was  one  of 
the  most  active  in  pharmacy.  The  fact 
that  pharmacists  were  interested  in  post- 
graduate education  was  significant.  He 
thought  the  suggested  course  would  be 
very  useful  to  rural  pharmacists  and 
believed  it  would  evoke  a  favourable 
response. 


Mrs  Mary  F.  T.  O'Connor  (nee  Bergin), 
LPSI,  Joseph  P.  Twiggs,  LPSI  and  Mrs 
Mary  O'Shea  (nee  Cotter),  Asst,  were 
restored  to  the  Registers; 

Elected  to  membership:  Joan  Aherne. 
Helen  Carden,  Therese  McDonald,  Carmel 
A.  Whelan,  James  McElwee,  James  Pren- 
dergast,  Henry  W.  A.  Sheridan; 

Nominated  for  membership:  Fergal  V. 
Chambers,  LPSI,  Ballymun,  Dublin  9; 
Henry  Clark,  LPSI.  Finglas,  Dublin  11; 
Eugene  E.  Flaherty,  LPSI,  Finglas.  Dublin 
11;  Humphrey  Gibbs,  LPSI,  Cobh,  co 
Cork;  Patrick  Quigley,  LPSI,  South 
Douglas  Road,  Cork.  Joseph  P.  Twiggs, 
LPSI,  Perth,  Western  Australia; 

The  Licence  Certificates  of  Fergal  V. 
Chambers,  99,  Ballymun  Road,  Dublin  9; 
Raymond  T.  French,  St  Raphael's,  New 
Ross.  Wexford  and  Oliver  J.  Roche.  Main 
St,  Dunlavin,  co  Wicklow,  were  signed 
and  sealed. 

The  following  changes  of  address  were 
noted :  — 

Mrs  Helena  M.  Kearns,  LPSI,  to  61 
Kerrymount  Rise,  Hill  Road,  Foxrock, 
co  Dublin;  Dr  Ellen  O'Flynn,  LPSI,  to 
Shannon  Lawn,  N.  C.  Road,  Limerick; 
Mr  Aaron  Fine,  MPSI,  to  Flat  33,  Fins- 
bury  House,  Pembroke  Road.  Dublin  4; 
Mr  Edmund  P.  J.  Haves,  to  The  Medical 
Hall,  Castlerea.  co  Roscommon;  Mr 
Edmund  Power,  MPSI,  to  Brulay  House, 
Turkey  Road,  Tramore,  co  Waterford. 

The  following  were  granted  change  of 
names  in  Registers,  marriage  certificates 
having  been  submitted:  — 

Mrs  Mary  K.  McGuane  (nee  Dorrian), 
LPSI  (3644);  Mrs  Bridget  Byrne  (nee 
Shannon),  Asst  (2125);  Mrs  Mary  P.  Dillon 
(nee  Flanagan).  Asst  (1522);  Mrs  Monica 
A.  O'Rafferty  (nee  Perry),  Asst  (2196); 
Mrs  Esther  Scully  (nee  Blake),  Asst  (1997). 


The  Decimo  10^CR  hand-operated  cash 
register  with  which  the  add-lister  can 
easily  be  detached  from  the  cash  drawer 
for  use  as  an  ordinary  add-lister,  is  being 
marketed  by  Decimo  Ltd,  95  Gray's  Inn 
Road,  London  WC1X  8TX.  The  machine 
has  been  specifically  designed  for  retail 
outlets  such  as  pharmacies.  The  cost 
is  £69-75  or  £0-52  a  week  on  rental  in- 
cluding all  service 


BUSINESS  OS  A 

What  are  the  steps  which  must  be 
taken  in  forming  a  company? 

The  first  step  is  to  decide  upon  a  name 
and  to  ascertain  its  availability  from  the 
Registrar.  It  is  then  necessary  to  prepare, 
stamp  and  file  a  Memorandum  and 
Articles  of  Association.  It  is  also  neces- 
sary to  file  a  statement  of  nominal  capital 
which  bears  stamp  duty  at  a  rate  of  50p 
per  cent.  Finally  a  Declaration  of  Com- 
pliance sworn  before  a  Commissioner  for 
Oaths  must  be  submitted.  Accountants 
and  solicitors  are  the  best  persons  to 
advise  upon  these  formalities  and  you 
would  be  wise  to  consult  one  before 
proceeding  further. 

If  a  person's  turnover  exceeds  £5,000 
he  is  liable  to  be  registered  for  VAT, 
but  suppose  his  turnover  has  been 
less  than  £5,000  and  he  is  not 
registered  but  at  the  end  of  the  year 
he  is  found  to  have  exceeded  £5,000; 
must  he  now  pay  VAT  on  the  whole 
of  his  turnover  despite  the  fact  that 
he  has  not  collected  it? 

A  person  is  only  taxable  if  he  is  liable 
to  be  registered  and  this  liability  only 
arises  where  his  taxable  supplies  in  the 
following  periods  exceed  the  amounts 
shown  below: 

1  quarter  £1,750 

2  quarters  £3,000 

3  quarters  £4,250 

4  quarters  £5,000 

or  if  there  is  at  any  time  reason  to 
believe  that  his  taxable  supplies  in  the 
following  year  will  exceed  £5,000.  Where, 
therefore,  a  person  is  in  the  position  as 
you  describe  it  would  seem  that  he  will 
not  be  liable  for  his  past  supplies,  but 
will  be  liable  to  be  registered  and  will 
be  taxable  for  the  future.  Furthermore, 
the  Minister  has  recently  stated  that 
those  whose  turnover  is  less  than  £5,000 
will  be  permitted  to  do  so. 


Scottish  Chemists'  Golf  Association.  Winner 
of  the  Ucal  cup  played  at  Gleneagles  recently 
was  Mr  D.  Wylie  (Glasgow). 

Winner  of  the  Calcutta  Cup  at  the  South 
London  and  Surrey  Pharmacists  Golfing 
Society's  meeting  at  Langley  Park  on  May 
31  was  Mr  R.  Hedges  (8)  36.  Second  was 
Mr  H.  Wilson  (12-2)  34  and  third  Mr  J. 
Martin  (11)  34.  Visitors  prizes  prizewinners 
were  first  Mr  P.  Hedges,  second  Mr  L.  Lee 
and  third  Mr  F.  Drakard. 

The  Glasgow  Chemists'  Golfing  Society  beat 
the  Ulster  Chemists  in  a  tournament  at 
Stranraer  on  May  24  by  three  matches  to 
two  with  one  halved.  Individual  prizewinners: 
Glasgow — G.  Bodie,  G.  Summers,  K. 
McKenzie,  R.  C.  Caterson,  J.  Carmichael, 

C.  Tarbet.  Ulster— T.  Bogues,  J.  Campbell, 

D.  Coffey,  D.  McClements,  J.  Hogg,  J. 
Graham. 
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MARKET  NEWS 

Dull  trading 
in  all  sections 


London,  June  21 :  Trading  was  quiet  in 
all  sections  of  the  market  with  the  result 
that  prices  were  scarcely  tested. 

Cape  and  Curacao  aloes  were  reduced 
by  between  £5  and  £20  metric  ton  accord- 
ing to  delivery  and  source.  Costa  Rican 
ipecacuanha  and  both  sources  of  valerian 
root  were  also  marked  down  in  an  effort 
to  stimulate  interest.  Quillaia  was  still 
nominal  in  both  positions. 

Among  essential  oils  spot  petitgrain  was 
firmer  while  origin  was  still  not  quoting. 
Supplies  of  bois  de  rose  appear  to  have 
dried  up  for  the  time  being  while  there 
were  marginal  changes  in  lemongrass 
quotations. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Amylobarbitone:  5-kg  £3-55  kg;  sodium  £4  07. 
Atropine:  (500-kg  lots  per  kg)  alkaloid  and  metho- 
nitrate    £65-20;    methylbromide    £64-20;  sulphate 
£52-90. 

Barbitone:  50-kg  lots  £2-60  kg;  sodium  £2-60. 

Butabarbital:   5-kg   £5-20   kg;   sodium  £5-77. 

Butobarbitone:  £4-74  kg  for  5-kg  lots. 

Chloral  hydrate:  50-kg  lots  £0-75  kg. 

Cinchocaine  hydrochloride:  £42-50  kg. 

Cocaine:  Alkaloid  £222  kg;  hydrochloride  £202-75. 

Subject  to  DDA  Regulations. 

Cyclobarbitone:   £4-22    kg;    calcium   £4-22  kg. 

Dextromethorphan:  Hydrobromide  £98-53  kg. 

Hypophosphites:  £  per  kg 


Calcium 
Iron 

Magnesium 

Potassium 

Sodium 


12-5  kg 

1-  14 

2-  35 
1-98 
1-57 
1-27 


50  kg 
106 
2-27 
1-87 
1-45 
1-17 


Kaolin:  BP  per  £1,000-kg  in  sacks. 

Magnesium    carbonate:    Heavy   £192,    light  £184 

per  metric  ton. 

Magnesium  oxide:  BP  (per  metric  ton);  light 
£560;  heavy  £890. 

Magnesium  hydroxide:  BPC  £560  metric  ton. 
Magnesium  peroxide:  (15  per  cent)  £21-93  cwt. 
Magnesium   sulphate:    BP   from   £42   metric  ton 
exsiccated  £75-£80  ton,  ex  works. 
Magnesium  trisilicate:  £470  metric  ton. 
Mercurochrome:  £7-95  per  kg. 
Mercury  salts:  Per  kg  in  50-kg  lots:  ammoniated 
powder  £3-70;  oxides— yellow  £4-35  and  red  £4-55: 
perchloride  £3-15:  subchloride  £3-90;  iodide  £4-75 
kg  for  25-kg. 

Mersalyl:  Acid  £15-75  per  kg;  sodium  £21-50. 
Methadone  hydrochloride:  Subject  to  DDA  regula- 
tions £0-15  per  g  for  100-g  lots. 
Methyl  salicylate:   Per  metric  ton   in  5-ton  lots 
£425;  1-ton  £430,  500-kg  £435. 
Narcotine:   Alkaloid   and   hydrochloride   in  25-kg 
lots  £15  kg. 

Opiates:  (per  kg)  subject  to  DDA  Regulations. 


1 

and 

Codeine 

alkaloid    183 

hydrochloride    156 

phosphate    140 

sulphate    156 

Oiamorphine 

alkaloid    212 

tiydrochloride    194 

Ethylmorphine 

hydrochloride    179- 

Morphine 

acetate    164- 

alkaloid    202- 

tiydrochloride    165- 

sulphate    165 

tartrate    198 


kg 
over 

£ 

00 
00 
00 
00 

00 
00 

00 

00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


Under 
1  kg 

£ 

191-00 
164  00 
146  00 
164  00 

223  00 
203  00 

186  00 

171-00 
211  00 
172  00 
172  00 
207  00 


Pentobarbitone:  5-kg  lots  £4-57  kg  for  acid  and 

£4-84  for  sodium. 

Phemitone:  25-kg  lots  £3-92  kg. 

Phenobarbitone:  50-kg  lots  £3-60  per  kg;  sodium 

£4-10. 

Phenolphthalein:  250-kg  lots  £0-94  kg. 
Pholcodine:  1-kg  £198-36;  7-kg  £189-20  kg;  60-kg 
£180. 

Quinalbarbitone:  Sodium  and  acid  £5-16  kg  for 
25-kg  lots. 

Sodium  benzoate:  One-metric  ton  lots  £28-33  kg. 
Sodium  bicarbonate:  BP  £26-40  per  long  ton  for 
8-ton  lots  in  1-cwt  bags  delivered. 
Sodium  carbonate:  89-100%  from  £23-47  long 
ton  delivered  in  8-ton  lots;  anhydrous  £102  metric 
ton  delivered. 

Sodium  chloride:  Vacuum  dried  £8-15  per  long 
ton   in   plastic  sacks  for  6-ton   lots,   ex  works. 
Sodium  citrate:  £313  per  metric  ton. 
Sodium  perborate:   (Per  1,000  kg)  monohydrate 
£283-50— tetrahydrate  £139. 

Sodium  percarbonate:   (Per  metric  ton)  £164-75. 
Sodium  potassium  tartrate:  £295  per  metric  ton. 
Sodium  salicylate:  1 ,000-kg  lots  £0-50  kg. 
Sodium  sulphate:  BP  from  £35  to  £40  per  metric 
ton  as  to  crystal.  BP  exsiccated  £60  ton. 
Sodium  thiosulphate:  £44  per  metric  ton. 
Succinylsulphathiazole:  50-kg  lots  £2-40  kg. 
Sulphacetamide:  Sodium  BP  £2-98  kg. 
Su'phadiazine:  50-kg  lots  £2-79  kg. 
Sulphadimidine:    250-kg    lots   £2-95    kg;  sodium 
£3  05. 

Sulphaguanidine:  BPC  in  250-kg  lots  £2-13  kg. 
Sulphamerazine:  In  50-kg  lots  £3-121  per  kg. 
Sulphamethizole:  BP  50-kg  £3-65  per  kg. 
Sulphanilamide:  50-kg  lots  £1-40  kg. 
Sulphaquinoxaline:  Sodium,  B  Vet  C  in  50-kg  lots, 
£4-38  kg. 

Sulphathiazole:  50-kg  £1-83  kg. 
Thymol:  In  1-ton  lots  £2  per  kg. 


Crude  drugs 


ton,  cif. 
£6-25  kq  spot; 
£6-10  cif. 


Aconite:  Spot  £1,050  metric  ton;  £1,050.  cif. 
Agar:  (lb)  Kobe  No  1  £0-85  cif;  European  £0-73. 
Aloes:  (metric  ton)  Cape  primes  £265  spot;  £230 
cif.  Curacao  £760  spot;  £700.  cif. 
Balsams:  (lb)  Canada:  £1-85  spot;  shipment  £1-80 
cif.  Copaiba:  BPC  £1-20;  Para  £0-40.  Peru:  £1-02i; 
£0-92,  cif.  Tulu:  BP  £0-70. 

Belladonna:  Leaves  £0-15  lb  spot  and  cif.  herb 
£0-11   spot,  and  cif;  root  £0-12  spot;  £0-11,  cif 
Benzoin:  BPC  £0-75  kg  spot;  £0-66,  cif. 
Buchu    No  spot;  £100  lb  cif. 
Camphor:  BP  natural  powder  £1  kg  spot;  £0-90, 
cif.  Synthetic  BP  £0-57  kg  in  500-kg  lots. 
Cardamoms:   (Per  lb  cif)  Alleppy  greens  No  1, 
£0-85;  prime  seeds  £0-90. 

Cascara:  Spot  £325  metric  ton;  shipment  £300,  cif. 
Cassia:  Lignea,  whole  £620  metric  ton  cif. 
Chamomile:  Hungarian  £0-45,  lb. 
Cherry    bark:     Nominal     spot;     shipment  £345 
metric  ton,  cif. 

Chillies:  Zanzibar  £575  ton  spot. 
Cinnamon:  Seychelles  bark  £285  ton,  cif.  Ceylon 
quills  four  O's  £604-80,  quillings  £313-60. 
Cloves:  Madagascar  £1,450  metric 
Cochineal:  Tenerife  black-brilliant 
Peruvian  silver  grey  £6  shipment; 
Cocillana:  Spot  £0-35  lb. 
Colocynth   pulp:   Spot  £650   metric  ton. 
Dandelion:  Root  £410  metric  ton  spot;  £385,  cif. 
Ergot:  Spot  £3-10  kg. 

Gentian:  Root  £400  metric  ton  spot;  £390,  cif. 
Ginger:  (ton)  Cochin  £210,  cif.  Jamaican 
No.  3  £1,050  spot;  £850,  cif.  Nigerian  split  £195 
spot,  £185  cif:  peeled  £300  spot;  £270,  cif. 
Sierra  Leone,  £240,  cif. 

Gums:  Acacia:  Kordofan  cleaned  sorts  £295  metric 
ton  spot;  £265  cif.  Karaya:  No.  2  faq  £24-50  cwt 
spot.  Tragacanth:  (cwt)  No.  1  spot  £270,  No.  2 
£230. 

Henbane:  Niger  nominal  spot  and  cif. 
Honey:  (ton)  Australian  light  amber  £252;  medium 
£240.    Canadian    not    available.    Mexican  £246. 
Chinese  light  amber  £230. 
Hydrastis:  £2  lb  spot;  no  shipment  offers. 
Ipecacuanha:  (per  lb)  Matto  Grosso  £2  50  spot; 
£2-40,    cif.    Costa    Rican    £2-15    spot;    £2,  cif. 
Jalap:  Mexican  tubers  £2  kg  spot;  £1-95,  cif. 
Kola  nuts:  West  African  halves  £90  metric  ton 
spot;  shipment  £75,  cif. 

Lanolin:  Anhydrous  BP  minimum  1,000  kg  £371  to 
£415;  cosmetic  grade  £430. 

Lemon  peel:  Spot  £240  metric  ton;  £220,  cif. 
Liquorice  root:  (metric  ton)  Chinese  £110.  Russian 
£115.  Spray-dried  powder  £396,  delivered.  Block 
juice  £431-50. 

Lobelia:  American  herb  £785  metric  ton  spot; 
£760,  cif. 

Lycopodium:    Indian   £2  00    lb    spot;    £1-75,  cif. 


spot;  £1  -65,  cif. 
3  faq  leaves  E0  06}. 
manufacturing  £0-08}; 
wharf;  manufacturing 


Mace:  Grenada  £0-35  lb.  fob. 
Menthol:   (kg)  Chinese  spot  £6;  shipment  £5-70 
cif.  Brazilian  spot  £3-60;  afloat  £3-50,  cif;  June- 
July  £3-40,  cif. 

Nutmeg:    (Per  ton,   cif).   Grenada:   80's  £570; 
sound  unassorted  £490,  defectives  £375,  all  cif. 
Nux  vomica:  Shipment  £100  metric  ton,  cif. 
Pepper:    (ton)    Sarawak   black   £360   spot;  £305 
cif;  white  £510;  £432-50,   May-June,  cif. 
Podophyllum:  Emodi  £360  metric  ton  cif. 
Quillaia:  £470  metric  ton  nominal. 
Rhubarb:  From  £0-30  to  £1-50  lb. 
Saffron:  Mancha  superior  £82-kg. 
Sarsaparilla:  Spot  £0  57  lb. 

Seeds:    (ton)    Anise:    China    star    £175,  spot; 
shipment   £125,    cif.    Caraway:    Dutch   ex  wharf 
£390.     Celery:     Indian     £275;     shipment  £230, 
cif.  Coriander:  Moroccan  £78,  cif.  Cumin:  Indian 
£300,  cif.  Iranian  £260  cif.  Dill:  Indian,  for  ship- 
ment £23,  cif.  Fennel:  Chinese  £130  (metric  ton), 
cif;  Indian  nominal. 
Senega:  Canadian  £1-65  lb 
Senna:  (lb)  Tinnevelly  No. 
pods,    hand-picked  £0-11; 
Alexandria    h/p   £0-52  ex 
£0-26  nominal. 
Squill:  White  spot  £260  metric  ton;  £250,  cif. 
Styrax:  £1-12i  lb  spot;  £1-10,  cif. 
Tonquin  beans:  Para  £0-37  lb  spot;  £0-32,  cif. 
Turmeric:  Madras  finger  £195  ton;  £165,  cif. 
Valerian:    (metric    ton)    Continental    £280;  £275 
cif;   Indian  £270  spot;  £265,  cif. 
Waxes:  (ton)  Bees'  Dar-es-Salaam,  spot  nominal. 
£620,  cif:  Candelila:  £570;  £530,  cif.  Carnauba: 
fatty-grey  £375,  £335,  cif  prime  yellow  £725  spot; 
£665,  cif. 

Witchhazel  leaves:  Spot  £0  30  lb;  £0-27  cif. 

Essential  and  expressed  oils 

Almond:  Drum  lots  £0-60  kg. 

Amber:  Rectified  spot  £0-33  kg. 

Anise:  Chinese  £1-40  kg  spot;  £1-30  cif. 

Bay:   £5-95   spot,   shipment  £6-50,  cif. 

Bergamot:  £9-35-£1 1  -55  kg  as  to  grade. 

Birch  tar:  Rectified  £2  35  kg. 

Bois  de  rose:  No  offers. 

Buchu:  English  distilled,  £255  kg. 

Cade:  Spanish  £0  42  kg. 

Cajuput:  £1-20  kg  on  spot. 

Camphor  white:  Spot  £0  36;   £0  30  kg  cif. 

Lemongrass:  £1-95  kg  spot;  £1-70,  cif. 

Petitgrain:  £3-35  spot;  shipment  not  quoted. 


COMING  EVENTS 


Wednesday,  June  28 

Pharmaceutical  Society  and  British  Society 
for  the  History  of  Pharmacy.  17  Bloomsbury 
Square,  London  WC1  at  5pm.  Joint  meeting: 
"Drug  entities  in  the  Nineteenth  Century." 
Birmingham  Branch,  Coventry  and  Warwick- 
shire Branch,  West  Midlands  Branch, 
National  Pharmaceutical  Union.  Visit  to 
Mallinson  House. 

Thursday,  June  29 

Sheffield    Branch,    Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Terminus  Hotel,  Chatsworth  Road,  Old 
Brompton,  Chesterfield.  Strawberry  and  wine 
evening.  Details  from  Mr  L.  A.  Chatterton, 
3  Warren  Rise,  Coal  Aston,  Dronfield, 
Sheffield. 

Saturday,  July  1 

Middlesbrough  Branch,  National  Pharma- 
ceutical Union,  Lumley  Castle.  Nr  Chester- 
Le-Street  at  7.30pm.  Elizabethan  night. 

Advance  information 

International  Congress  of  the  History  of 
Medicine,  London,  September  2-9.  Details 
from  Wellcome  Institute  of  the  History  of 
Medicine,  183  Euston  Road,  London  NW1. 

Courses  and  conferences 

University  of  London,  King's  College,  is 
offering  a  Master  of  Science  course  on 
powder  technology  which  will  commence  in 
October.  Further  particulars  from  the  Regis- 
trar, King's  College,  Strand,  London  WC2R 
2LS. 
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for  easier 
slimming 


A  fantastic  success 
on  the  Continent,  now 

NATIONALLY 
ADVERTISED 

to  promote  big  sales  in  the  U.K. 

The  campaign  includes — 


NEWSPAPERS 

SUNDAY  EXPRESS 
SUNDAY  TELEGRAPH 
SUNDAY  TIMES 
DAILY  EXPRESS 
DAILY  TELEGRAPH 
DAILY  MAIL 


MAGAZINES 

SLIMMING 
SHE     *  VOGUE 

COSMOPOLITAN 
HARPERS  &  QUEEN 

WOMAN  &  HOME 
WOMAN'S  JOURNAL 
GOOD  HOUSEKEEPING 


To  keep  pace  with  the  demand  for  NATROSLIM,  keep 
an  eye  on  your  stocks!  NATROSLIM  in  the  evergrow- 
ing slimming-aid  market,  is  a  natural  best  seller! 

Basic  net  wholesale  value  £165 
Plus  purchase  tax  30 

Recommended  Retail  Price  £2-78 

ANGEL  PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICES  LTD. 

422.  St.  John  Street,  London  EC1U4NJ. 
Tel:  01-837  5373 


AREA  DISTRIBUTORS 

UniChem  South  Coast, 
London,  Home  Counties, 
Berkshire,  Hampshire, 
Dorset.  Midlands,  Wales, 
Leeds,  Sheffield,  East 
Anglia.  Bremner-White 


Northumberland,  Durham, 
North  Yorkshire.  Ayrton 
Saunders  Liverpool.  Evans 
Gadd  Bristol,  Devon  and 
Cornwall.  James  Hard- 
castle  Ltd.  Barclays  Ltd. 


The  Triangle  Trust 
helps  people  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Industry 


The  Triangle  Trust  1949  Fund  is  an  indepen- 
dent charitable  trust  administered  by  a  Board 
of  Trustees.  Its  primary  aim  is  the  relief  of 
hardship  or  distress  in  the  case  of  people  and 
their  dependents  employed,  or  formerly  em- 
ployed in  the  pharmaceutical  industry  in  Great 
Britain  and  the  British  Commonwealth.  Such 
relief  may  include  assistance  with  the  educa- 
tional expenses  of  children. 

The  Trustees  are  also  prepared  to  consider 
applications  for  financial  assistance,  beyond 
the  scope  of  an  employer's  responsibilities, 
with  education  or  training  in  general  or  special 
subjects,  including  music  and  the  arts. 


For  additional  information,  or  to  apply  for 
assistance,  write  to: 

The  Secretary,  Dept  CD 
The  Triangle  Trust  1949  Fund 
Clarges  House,  6-12,  Clarges  Street 
London  W1Y8DH 


THE  SLOW 
RELEASE 
PELLETS 


F 
O 
R 


MOUTH  ULCERS 

The  Most  Effective  Therapy 


FRILLY  NYLON  BABY  PANTS 

Fully  fashioned  plastic  lined. 

Cot  sheets,  plastic  bibs  in  plain  material  or  nursery  prints. 
Samples  and  quotation  from: 


A.  &  H.  HEYMAN  •  HORNDALE  AVENUE 
AYCLIFFE  INDUSTRIAL  ESTATE,  Co.  DURHAM 


Tel: 
Aycliffe 
3307 


TRADE 
MARK 


'VERLOG' 


SURGICAL 
ELASTIC  HOSIERY 


Registered  Brands:    VERLOSHEER.  VERLOFABRIK,  VERLONET 
All  qualities  approved  under  N.H.S. 
BELTS,  TRUSSES,  SUSPENSORY  BANDAGES,  JOCK  STRAPS,  ETC. 

THOS.  GLOVER  &  SON,  LTD.,  CARLTON,  NOTTINGHAM 

Tel:  248227/8  (2  lines)  Grams:  Verlog,  Nottingham 


